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The EP’s “pro-migration” deputies, “won’t have a European Commissioner who closed down Hungary’s borders before 
the migrants”, the centre said in a statement. It noted that Trócsányi had been instrumental in passing legislation to 
prevent migrants from entering the country without travel documents. 
Fidesz MEP József Szájer said Trócsányi had been the victim of “political lynching” by leftist members of the body, 
who “sought to punish him for protecting Hungarian citizens by creating the legal border seal”. He said that the 
committee had passed its decision behind closed doors and without a debate, “hiding behind a legal procedure”.
The European Parliament’s legal affairs committee confirmed its position that there is a conflict of interest between 
the commissioner post to which MEP Trócsányi has been designated and the activities of a law firm associated with 
him. The committee interviewed Trócsányi last Thursday and established the conflict of interest in a secret ballot. 
Trócsányi, a former justice minister, has been designated to lead the ‘Neighbourhood and Enlargement’ portfolio. 

The “real crime” for which László Trócsányi, Hungary’s designate for EU 
commissioner, has been rejected by European Parliament’s legal affairs 
committee was that he “helped protect Hungary from migration”,  
the government communications centre said.

GOVt: MIGrAtION beHIND trÓcSÁNYI’S bLOcKAGe

Foreign minister addresses Inspiring 
Hungary conference

National election committee meets

Dep. farm minister addresses 
european commission on 
Agriculture’s session in budapest

Local election campaign events
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Budapest’s Chain Bridge lit up in pink to raise awareness about breast cancer
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VON Der LeYeN 
tO reQUeSt NeW 
cOMMISSIONer 
DeSIGNAteS FrOM 
HUNGArY, rOMANIA

President-elect of the European 
Commission Ursula von der Leyen will 
ask Hungary and Romania to name 
new commissioner designates but 
she is currently waiting for an official 
letter from David Sassoli, President of 
the European Parliament, about the 
decision of the EP legal committee, 
Von der Leyen’s spokesman said. The 
EC has already held preliminary talks 
with the governments of Hungary 
and Romania and at the next phase 
of talks, their governments will be 
asked to name new commissioner 
designates, the spokesman said. In 
line with EU rules, the EP president 
must first officially inform Von der 
Leyen about the legal committee’s 
decision. The legal committee on 
Monday confirmed its position that 
there is a conflict of interest between 
the post of commissioner to which 
László Trócsányi, Hungary’s former 
justice minister, has been designated 
and the activities of a law firm 
associated with him.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: cOMPetItION 
FOr INtL INVeStMeNtS 
StrONG

The competition for international 
investments is fierce worldwide, the 
foreign minister said ahead of an 

international investment conference 
beginning in Budapest on Tuesday. 
Hungary will in this environment 
introduce an investment incentive 
scheme starting on October 1 to bring 
technology-oriented investments to 
Hungary, Péter Szijjártó told public 
Kossuth radio. The scheme will no 
longer set job creation as a criterion 
for receiving support for investors, 
he said. Under the new scheme, 
the government will also be able 
to support technology-oriented 
investments that bring new processes 
and technologies to Hungary and add 
value to existing jobs, Szijjártó added. 
He said there were two ways to get 
high value-added jobs: continuous 
training and financial incentives.

tArLÓS WIDeNS LeAD 
OVer cHALLeNGerS IN 
NeW NÉZŐPONt POLL

Incumbent Budapest Mayor István 
Tarlós’s support among decided 
voters grew by 3 percentage points to 
56%, while joint opposition candidate 
Gergely Karácsony’s fell to 38% from 
40% ahead of the local elections on 
October 13, the Nézőpont Institute 
said. Among opposition voters, the 
ratio of those supporting Karácsony 
fell from 68% at the beginning of 
September to 63%, Nézőpont said. 
The pollster also asked respondents 
about reports of suspicions of 
corruption in Budapest’s 14th 
district where Karácsony is mayor. 
Fully 33% said the mayor is likely to 
be responsible for those issues while 

25% said the opposite, the pollster 
said. Nézőpont conducted the poll 
by phone between September 19 
and 28, on a representative sample 
of 1,000 people.

KArÁcSONY: LOcAL 
cOUNcIL SYSteM At 
StAKe ON Oct. 13

At stake in next month’s local 
elections is whether Hungary’s 
local council system will be left 
intact, Gergely Karácsony, the joint 
Budapest mayoral candidate of the 
leftist opposition parties, said. “We 
believe that by representing the 
will of the people who want change 
we will regain the freedom that the 
policies of the last several years have 
taken away from local councils,” 
Karácsony told a campaign event he 
held with other opposition mayoral 
candidates marking the day of local 
councils. “It is with this freedom 
that we want to make localities 
greener and encourage them to 
demonstrate more solidarity towards 
one another.” He said the opposition 
candidates and Hungary’s opposition 
MEPs also want to persuade the 
European Union to increase the 
amount of direct funding available to 
local councils for local developments.

NÉMetH: HUNGArY HAS 
HIGH HOPeS FOr NeW cOe 
SecretArY GeNerAL

Hungary congratulates Croatia’s Marija 
Pejčinović Burić, the new Secretary 
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General of the Council of Europe, 
and has high hopes for her tenure at 
the head of the organisation, Zsolt 
Németh, the head of parliament’s 
foreign affairs committee, said. 
Németh, who also heads Hungary’s 
delegation to the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe 
(PACE), told MTI by phone from 
Strasbourg that Burić could play a 
key role in the reform of Christian 
democracy within the CoE. Németh 
also underscored the importance 
of Burić’s experience concerning 
central Europe. “Now that the deep 
differences of opinion between 
the eastern and western halves of 
Europe that stem from their different 
experiences throughout history are 
coming to the surface, it is important 
that the Council of Europe has a leader 
who has lived through the communist 
era and has experience concerning 
central and eastern Europe,” he said. 
“We can be hopeful that we can reach 
a better understanding this way.”

He also said the fact that Burić is 
a woman could help when it comes 
to resolving the existing conflicts 
between the CoE’s Committee 
of Ministers and Parliamentary 
Assembly. The new Secretary General 
will have a crucial role to play if the 
European Union restarts its process 
of enlargement between 2019 and 
2024, Németh said, arguing that the 
CoE would play a key complementary 
role in it. Burić, Croatia’s former 
foreign minister, was elected CoE 
Secretary General by the PACE at the 
end of June.

FIDeSZ MAINtAINS StAbLe 
LeAD IN NeW SZÁZADVÉG 
POLL

The ruling Fidesz-Christian 
Democrat alliance has 
maintained a stable lead while 
the leftist Democratic Coalition 
(DK) has secured its position as 
the leading opposition party, 
according to the latest survey 
by the Századvég Foundation. 
Századvég said in a press release 
that deep into the local election 
campaign period, the ruling 
alliance commands 37% of the 
entire sample of voters and 
54% of core party supporters. 
DK and the liberal Momentum 
Movement were tied at 8% 
each among Századvég’s entire 
sample. Among decided voters, 
support for DK stood at 11%, 
while the Momentum Movement 
was at 10%. Nationalist Jobbik 
was next, with the backing 
of 6% of the total electorate 
and 8% of decided voters. The 
Socialist Party had 5% in the 
full sample and 7% among 
core party supporters. Green 
LMP and radical nationalist Mi 
Hazánk each attracted 2% of the 
whole sample and 3% of decided 
voters.

The proportion of undecided 
voters stood at 29%. Századvég 
conducted the poll between 
September 23 and 25 with a sample 
of 1,000 adults.

SZIJJÁrtÓ AtteNDS 
SeNNebOGeN 
GrOUNDbreAKING 
cereMONY IN NW 
HUNGArY 

Termelés-Logistic-Centrum (TLC), 
which makes steel parts for the 
material handling equipment 
manufactured by German parent 
Sennebogen, laid the cornerstone 
of a 10 billion forint (EUR 3m) 
plant in Litér, in north-western 
Hungary. The government has 
provided a grant of 1.27 billion 
forints to support the project, 
which will create 80 jobs, Foreign 
Minister Péter Szijjártó said at the 
ceremony. In his address, Szijjártó 
called Hungary a “winner in a new 
epoch of the global economy”. He 
argued that Hungary had broken 
investment records in each of 
the past five years, partly due to 
the country having “the most 
competitive labour force in Europe”. 
Szijjártó said that Hungary was 
one of 35 countries in the world 
with annual exports exceeding 
100 billion euros, and noted full 
employment in the country as a 
“serious achievement”. 

TLC owner Walter Sennebogen 
said production at the plant is 
expected to start at the end of next 
year. TLC employs 550 workers at a 
base in Balatonfüred, on the northern 
shore of Lake Balaton. The company 
had net revenue of 33.8 billion forints 
last year.
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HUNGArY PPI rISeS 0.9% 
Yr/Yr IN AUGUSt

Industrial producer prices rose by 
0.9% in August from the same month 
a year earlier, the Central Statistical 
Office (KSH) said. Prices for domestic 
sales were up 2.4% while export 
prices edged up 0.2%. In a month-
on-month comparison, industrial 
producer prices were up 0.6% as 
domestic prices were up 0.3% and 
export prices climbed 0.7%.

HUNGArY GrOSS WAGeS 
cLIMb 10.7% IN JULY 

The average gross monthly wage 
for full-time workers in Hungary 
rose by an annual 10.7% to 362,595 
forints (EUR 1,079) in July, the 
Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 
Net wages grew at the same pace, 
reaching 241,126 forints. Calculating 
with twelve-month CPI of 3.3% in 
July, real wages were up by 7.2%. 
Excluding the 98,400 Hungarians 
in fostered work programmes, the 
average gross wage rose by 10.3% 
to 372,613 forints, while net wages 
grew at the same rate to 247,788 
forints. Excluding fostered workers, 
the average gross wage in the 
business sector, which includes 
state-owned companies, rose 
by 11.8% to 375,801 forints. The 
average wage in the public sector 
increased by 6.0% to 368,152 
forints. Full-time fostered workers 
earned gross 81,544 forints in 

July, 1.5% less than a year earlier. 
The data sources show that in 
January-July average gross monthly 
wage was highest in finance and 
insurance sector, at 668,673 forints, 
and lowest in social and health-
care services, at 238,444 forints. 
In January-July, gross wages rose 
by 10.6% year-on-year to 359,911 
forints and were up by 9.6% without 
fostered workers at 370,314 forints. 
Excluding fostered workers, 
business sector gross wages rose 
11.3 percent and public sector 
wages rose 5.2% in the period.

Men employed full-time earned 
gross 393,900 forints on average 
during the period, while women 
earned 326,700 forints. The rates rose 
11.3% and 9.6%, respectively, on an 
annual basis.

Those under 25 years earned a 
monthly gross average of 276,100 
forints on average, and the monthly 
average was 375,000 forints for those 
aged between 25 and 54 years and 
was at 352,600 forints for those over 
54 years old.

Commenting on the data, Finance 
Minister Mihály Varga said real 
wages have been increasing for 79 
consecutive months, over six and 
a half years. Wage growth was 7% 
in the last year alone, the ministry 
cited Varga as saying. Boosted by 
significant economic growth, tax 
cuts and wage hikes in the public and 
private sectors, net wages in Hungary 
have gone up by 86% since 2010, 
Varga said. The government expects 
the positive trends to continue, with 

further wage growth and growing 
consumption, Varga added.

Analyst András Horváth of 
Takarékbank told MTI that he 
expected wage growth to remain 
intensive in the coming period due 
to the tight labour market and the 
record-low level of unemployment. 
Péter Virovácz of ING Bank agreed 
that the average wage growth of 
10.6% measured in the first seven 
months of 2019 could continue 
although downside risks are also 
increasing with the deterioration 
of the external economic 
environment.

MeMOrIAL tO 
HUNGArIAN KING 
ANDrÁS II INAUGUrAteD 
IN ISrAeL

A state secretary of Hungary’s 
human resources ministry 
inaugurated a memorial plaque in 
northern Israeli Mi’iliya on Sunday, 
marking the 800th anniversary of 
Hungarian King András II’s crusade 
into the Holy Land. “The memorial 
creates a special relationship 
between Mi’iliya and Hungary, 
based on the past but building the 
future,” Csaba Latorcai said at the 
ceremony.  Ahead of the event, locals 
and Hungarian pilgrims attended a 
mass celebrated in Hungarian and 
Arabic by Yousef Matta, Melkite 
archbishop of the diocese of Galilee 
and Greek Catholic Metropolitan 
Fülöp Kocsis of Hajdúdorog, north-
eastern Hungary.


