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Orbán got 1,406 votes from the delegates. Katalin Novák, Gábor Kubatov, Szilárd Németh and Lajos Kósa were elected as 

deputy leaders.

Addressing the congress, Orbán stressed the need of compromise between two parts of Europe but added that Hungarians’ 

“right to live according to the laws of Christian freedom” should be respected. The nations preferring an alliance of European 

countries to an empire governed from Brussels want to remain “proud European nations based on Christianity” rather than 

turn into immigrant societies, he said. 

Orbán said that Hungary “is no longer alone in the arena but part of a column of Poles, Czechs and Slovaks”. He added that 

Austria would hopefully join that column after the Sunday elections and that it is a matter of time before “the flag of Italian 

freedom” will be unfurled again. An agreement between the two parts of Europe is conditional on the West accepting the 

right to live under the laws of Christian freedom and discontinuing “open attacks against our nations and governments”, 

Orbán said.

Viktor Orbán, Hungary’s prime minister, was reelected as leader of ruling Fidesz at the 
28th congress of the party in Budapest on Sunday.

FIDESZ REELECTS ORBÁN AS PARTY LEADER

Orbán attends Chirac’s funeral mass 
in Paris

Orbán meets Finnish counterpart 
Antti Rinne in Budapest

Stats office releases data on wages in 
Jan-July

EP cttee of legal affairs hears 
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ORBÁN ACCUSES LIBERALS 
OF ‘COVERT ATTACKS’ 

“We are no longer prepared to finance 

from European money a multitude 

of hostile, Soros-type pseudo-civil 

organisations,” Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said at the congress of ruling 

Fidesz, calling on those organisations 

to leave central Europe. The EU budget 

is not meant to finance teams and media 

outlets pleasing the liberals and serving 

their interests, or to train activists and 

organisers of demonstrations, he said. 

Orbán blamed the “covert liberal 

attacks” for the instability of North 

Macedonia and for the “ills of 

government” in Romania. He said that 

the international left wing and the liberal 

networks of Washington and Brussels 

integrated into international political 

decision making pose the biggest threat 

to the peaceful life of central Europe 

where policy makers have to face “their 

political tricks and dozens of their fake 

news networks”. 

Orbán praised central European 

nations for reinforcing fiscal discipline in 

the EU, contributing to economic growth 

in Europe and defending the external 

borders of the continent. He reiterated 

the offer made to Italian Prime Minister 

Giuseppe Conte earlier this week that 

Hungary is prepared to take over the 

patrol of any section of the Italian border 

and return a large number of migrants 

from Italy to their homeland. 

Summing up the work done in 

Hungary over the past years, Orbán 

said the country had seen two regime 

changes, which finally led to the 

emergence of a Christian Democratic 

state. The first regime change eliminated 

the Soviet world, which was, however, 

followed by a “catastrophic Socialist 

government”. At that point, “it was 

exclusively our decision to choose a 

constitutional revolution instead of 

a street revolution,” Orbán said. This 

second regime change was a national 

and Christian one “and we set it up in 

the spirit of Christian freedom”, he said.

Orbán said that Christian freedom 

constitutes “patriots instead of 

cosmopolitans, patriotism instead 

of internationalism, marriage and 

family instead of promoting same-

sex relationships, protection of the 

children instead of drug liberalisation, 

border protection instead of migration, 

Hungarian children instead of migrants 

and Christian culture instead of a 

multicultural mishmash.”  Regarding 

tasks for the coming decade, Orbán 

said Fidesz would “be the party that 

can boast of having eliminated poverty 

in Hungary.”

CONTRIBUTORS PRAISE 
ACHIEVEMENTS, DISCUSS 
CHALLENGES AT FIDESZ 
PARTY CONGRESS

Contributors to the 28th congress of 

ruling Fidesz, held in Budapest on Sunday, 

summed up achievements of the past few 

years and discussed challenges faced by 

the party and Hungary.

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, described the past 

nine years of Fidesz rule as Hungary’s 

most successful period since its return 

to democracy 30 years ago. Hungary 

has gained in strength in terms of self-

confidence, the economy, security and 

image of the future, he said.  Ahead of the 

local elections scheduled for October 13, 

Gulyás accused the opposition of efforts 

to “occupy wartime bridgeheads” rather 

than win mayoral posts and councillor’s 

seats. The candidates of the “Hungarian 

Molotov-Ribbentrop pact” seek to 

“unleash a war rather than serve the local 

communities”, he said.

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén, 

head of the co-ruling Christian Democrats, 

called the alliance of Fidesz and his KDNP 

party “the most successful political 

structure in the history of the European 

Union”. He pledged to “defend our 

homeland, our Christian civilisation, our 

way of life and our nation”.  Noting that 

Hungary had opened an unprecedented 

number of church schools, and built or 

reconstructed more churches than 

ever, Semjén said that “we are building 

rather than closing churches, and will let 

none of them to be turned into a plaza 

or a mosque.” He predicted that the 

ruling alliance will win a landslide in the 

upcoming municipal elections as it did 

in all votes since 2006.  Semjén criticised 

the opposition as a “hodgepodge of post-

Nazis, neo-Marxists and anarcho-liberals”.  

Máté Kocsis, the party’s parliamentary 

group leader, said the Fidesz group 

will continue to safeguard the dignity 

of the Hungarian parliament and “not 

even their righteous indignation at the 

opposition lawmakers’ insults will divert 

their attention from serving the will of the 

people”.
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Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

accused pro-migration forces of 

opening the borders for illegal migrants, 

then putting pressure on other countries 

to accept them and take part in their 

redistribution. Szijjártó called Fidesz 

“Europe’s most successful party” 

whose victory in this year’s European 

parliamentary elections “lends us 

confidence for the battles to come”. 

“No matter what pressure Hungary is 

exposed to, it will not accept a single 

illegal migrant,” he said, adding that it is 

up to Hungarians to decide with whom 

they want to live together with.  Justice 

Minister Judit Varga said Hungary does 

not criticise other countries and does 

not expect any of them “to follow in its 

footsteps” but its government rejects 

double standards and expects that the 

EU respect the member states’ identities. 

MEP Tamás Deutsch said that 

although “our troops are battling on 

the Brussels frontier to protect the 

interests of Hungary and its people”, 

pro-migration policies are gaining 

momentum in Europe again and “the 

resolve and anger of pro-migration 

forces have remained unchanged”. 

Regarding the European Parliament’s 

legal affairs committee establishing 

a conflict of interest concerning 

Hungarian MEP László Trócsányi’s 

candidacy for EU commissioner, Deutsch 

said the “pro-migration forces are taking 

revenge on Trócsányi”. He called the 

Fidesz MEP and former justice minister 

the “Hungarian Salvini”, saying that both 

politicians had proven that stopping 

migration is possible and a matter of 

political will.

SZIJJÁRTÓ IN NY: 
HUNGARY COMMITTED TO 
SUPPORTING PERSECUTED 
CHRISTIANS

Hungary, as a true Christian nation, 

is committed to supporting all 

Christian communities that are being 

persecuted in the world, the foreign 

minister told a conference in New York. 

The conference addressing the issue 

of persecuted Christian communities, 

their future and the rebuilding of their 

homes was organised by Hungary 

on the sidelines of the UN’s General 

Assembly session.

Some 80% of people killed in 

the world because of their faith 

are Christian, Péter Szijjártó said in 

his address. But the international 

community barely acknowledges that 

Christianity is the most persecuted 

religion, he added.

“This hypocrisy must be eliminated,” 

Szijjártó said. Hungary is proud of 

its Christian history of more than a 

thousand years, he said, adding that 

the country has a government that 

truly represents Christian Democratic 

values.

Szijjártó noted that under the 

government’s Hungary Helps 

humanitarian aid programme 40 

million dollars had already been spent 

on supporting persecuted Christians. 

The scheme has so far helped 

50,000 people to stay at, or return to, 

their homeland, he said. It has also 

supported rebuilding 1,000 homes in 

Iraq and the renovation of a church. 

In addition, Hungary has participated 

in the reconstruction of hospitals 

in Syria and the refurbishment of 

churches and schools in Lebanon, the 

foreign minister said. He announced 

that Budapest will host a high-level 

conference focusing on persecuted 

Christian communities in November.

Addressing the New York 

conference, the foreign minister of 

Brazil, a co-organiser, said stopping 

the persecution of Christians was of 

primary importance for his country.  

Ernesto Araújo said he had recently 

visited Hungary and highly appreciated 

the Hungarians’ attachment to 

Christianity.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: PREVENTING 
CAUSES OF MIGRATION 
MOST EFFECTIVE WAY 
TO FIGHT HUMAN 
SMUGGLING

The most effective way to fight 

human smuggling is to handle the 

problem at its roots and eliminate 

the causes of migration, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in New 

York.

Addressing a conference on 

human smuggling, a fringe 

event of the ongoing UN General 

Assembly session, Szijjártó said 

that smugglers and terrorists are 

profiting from Europe encouraging 

migration. The former have made 

millions of dollars while the latter 

have hid among the migrants and 

sneaked into target countries. It 

is Hungary’s firm conviction that 
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help must be taken to where it 

is needed instead of creating 

problems where they did not 

exist before, he said. The Hungary 

Helps scheme helps Christians 

return home or stay at home in 

conflict areas, he added. The task 

of the international community is 

to ensure that everybody should 

be able to live securely at home. 

It follows that the UN and other 

international organisations should 

focus on resolving the problems 

that trigger migration, he said. 

Szijjártó said that border protection 

should be approached from the 

point of view of security rather 

than human rights. Strong and 

strict border protection leaves less 

manoeuvring space to criminals, 

including human smugglers, he said. 

Szijjártó stressed the need to punish 

human smugglers. He noted that 

Hungary had introduced new legal 

regulations this spring to improve 

the effectiveness of the fight against 

human smuggling.

HUNGARY, MARSHALL 
ISLANDS ESTABLISH 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS

Hungary and the Republic of 

the Marshall Islands established 

diplomatic relations. The agreement 

was signed by foreign ministers Péter 

Szijjártó of Hungary and John Silk of 

the Marshall Islands at Hungary’s UN 

representation office in New York.

Szijjártó said that both countries 

attached great importance 

to environmental and climate 

protection. He noted that Hungary 

had been the first European Union 

member state to ratify the Paris 

climate accord. Szijjártó said the two 

countries would continue and extend 

cooperation within the United 

Nations, with Hungary supporting 

the Marshall Islands’ membership 

in the UN Human Rights Council, 

and the Marshall Islands backing 

Hungary’s membership in the 

UNESCO Executive. He said Hungary 

would back every initiative to raise 

the aid earmarked for the Marshall 

Islands in the EU’s next financial 

framework.

As foreign minister of a country 

threatened by the potential effects of 

sea level rise, Silk highly appreciated 

the efforts made by the European 

Union and its member states to halt 

climate change.

ORBÁN TO ATTEND 
CHIRAC’S FUNERAL MASS 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

will attend the funeral mass of former 

French president Jacques Chirac in 

Paris on Monday upon President 

Emmanuel Macron’s invitation, the 

prime minister’s press chief said. 

The mass will be celebrated in Saint-

Sulpice, the second biggest church of 

the city, at noon, Bertalan Havasi said.

Orbán’s meeting with his Finnish 

counterpart Antti Rinne, however, 

has not been postponed. It will take 

place in Budapest on Monday evening 

as scheduled, he said.

ORBÁN GREETS JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES ON JEWISH 
NEW YEAR

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán greeted 

the leaders of Hungary’s Jewish 

communities on the Jewish New 

Year on Sunday, the prime minister’s 

press chief, Bertalan Havasi, told MTI.  

In a letter sent to Eduárd Deblinger, 

president of the Autonomous 

Hungarian Orthodox Jewish 

Community, András Heisler, head of 

the federation of Hungarian Jewish 

communities (Mazsihisz), Slomó Köves, 

chief rabbi of the Unified Hungarian 

Jewish Congregation (EMIH), and 

György Szabó, head of the Hungarian 

Jewish Heritage Foundation, Orbán 

wished the Hungarian Jewish 

communities “peace, prosperity and 

blessings in the new year.” Orbán 

said he was “happy to see the largest 

Jewish community in central Europe 

living ... in peace and security and even 

organising cultural and sporting events 

that draw their brethren from other 

parts of the world.”

HUNGARIAN, GERMAN 
MINISTERS DISCUSS 
BILATERAL TRANSPORT 
PROJECTS

Hungary’s Innovation and Technology 

Minister László Palkovics discussed 

with Germany’s Transport and Digital 

Infrastructure Minister Andreas 

Scheuer cooperation in bilateral 

projects in Berlin.
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Speaking to public media, Palkovics 

said they touched upon the spread 

of new propulsion technologies in 

vehicles used in public transport. 

Palkovics and Scheuer discussed 

a new project on drafting a map 

showing all charging stations for 

next-generation vehicles using new 

propulsion technologies in Germany, 

Austria and Hungary. The development 

of 5G networks was also discussed, 

Palkovics said, adding that Hungary 

will adopt several German solutions, 

including the system of no-charge 

campus licences for corporate users.

Rail development issues including the 

electrification of the railway network 

were also discussed, the minister said.

GROUNDBREAKING 
CEREMONY HELD FOR 
MOL’S POLYOL PLANT

A groundbreaking ceremony was held 

for Hungarian oil and gas company 

Mol’s polyol plant, its largest domestic 

investment project, in Tiszaújváros, in 

north-eastern Hungary. The 1.2 billion 

euro investment is the Mol Group’s 

largest organic investment to date.

Addressing the event, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said the Hungarian 

government had contributed 131 

million euros to the project. The new 

plant will not only create jobs in the 

region, but will also apply a modern and 

environmentally sound technology for 

the production of petrochemicals used 

in packaging, and in the automotive and 

construction industries, Varga said.

Zsolt Hernádi, Mol Group’s CEO, said 

that after its completion scheduled for 

2021, the plant will produce 200,000 

tonnes of polyol a year. The plant will 

employ 200 people, he said.

MORE THAN 14,000 BIG 
FAMILIES APPLY FOR CAR 
SUBSIDIES

More than 14,000 big families 

submitted applications for subsidies 

to buy cars introduced in July, Katalin 

Novák, state secretary for family and 

youth affairs, said. Support already 

disbursed reached 1.5 billion forints 

(EUR 4.46m) or on average 2.47 million 

forints, near the 2.5 million forint upper 

limit, she said.

The government has earmarked 

5 billion forints for the subsidies this 

year and 10 billion forints for next 

year, but Novák said those allocations 

could be raised if demand is strong. 

The government hopes the funding 

can support purchases of vehicles by 

at least 10,000 big families, she added.

Families with three or more 

children are eligible for up to 2.5 

million forints and at most 50% of 

the vehicle’s price for the purchase 

of vehicles that seat at least seven 

passengers under the scheme which 

launched on July 1. The subsidies are 

one element of a package of family 

support measures the government is 

rolling out to deal with the problem 

of depopulation.


