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On Thursday, the Committee on Legal Affairs (JURI) established that there was a conflict of interest between Trócsányi’s 

candidacy and law firm Nagy and Trócsányi’s receiving orders from the Hungarian state. In an interview to public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio, Orbán praised Trócsányi as an internationally respected legal expert and experienced diplomat, calling 

him the “most qualified” candidate for European commissioner. “But he committed a crime” by helping the government 

protect Hungary from migration, Orbán said. It was with Trócsányi’s help that the government had drafted the legislation 

that prohibits anyone from entering Hungary’s territory illegally, without the proper documents, he added. “And they’re 

now rubbing his nose in it,” he said. Orbán said he had spoken with European Commission President-elect Ursula von der 

Leyen on Thursday, agreeing with her to wait for the legal committee to issue a written opinion on the matter. He said he 

is looking ahead on the matter and has “a second, a third and a fourth solution” ready.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has defended Hungarian MEP László Trócsányi, saying the 
issue of migration was behind the EP’s establishment of a conflict of interest related to 
his candidacy for EU commissioner.
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OrbÁN: HUNGArY reADY 
tO HeLp prOteCt ItALY’S 
bOrDerS, bUt reFUSeS 
tO HeLp brING IN 
mIGrANtS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in an 

interview to public broadcaster 

Kossuth Radio, said Hungary could 

be of help to Italy when it comes to 

border protection, “and if necessary, 

we could take over the patrol of 

any section of the Italian border”. 

Commenting on Italy’s internal 

political situation, the prime minister 

said the new government there had 

been appointed without being 

elected, and therefore many Italians 

felt that with former Interior Minister 

Matteo Salvini gone, they had lost 

the one person who could guarantee 

the country’s security. Orbán said this 

development meant that Hungary, 

too, had temporarily lost an ally in 

the fight against migration. “And 

just as it always happens, whenever 

a left-wing government is set up, 

the ports are immediately opened 

and migrants arrive immediately,” he 

said. “They’re not stopping them, but 

rather bringing them in.”

On the topic of Italian Prime 

Minister Giuseppe Conte’s 

recent criticism of the Hungarian 

government, Orbán said there were 

matters in which Hungary could 

be of help and matters in which it 

could not and did not even want to 

be. “We’re not going to help them 

… open the ports, bring in migrants 

and redistribute these people 

across Europe,” he said. Hungary 

would, however, gladly support 

a “deportation quota”, even if the 

migrants it would concern are not 

on Hungary’s territory, he said. “But 

it doesn’t look like this kind of help 

is needed,” Orbán said, insisting that 

the left was importing migrants to 

Europe with the intention of granting 

them citizenship in the hope that 

they would eventually enjoy their 

support.

Concerning his visit to Rome 

last week where he attended a 

conservative political meeting, 

Orbán said he “felt at home” at the 

event and that it reminded him of 

the meetings of the Hungarian 

conservative civic circles movement 

around 2004-2005.

Orbán said that while the majority 

of MEPs supported migration, “this 

is not the case among the prime 

ministers”, adding that this made 

him hopeful that the introduction 

of migrant distribution quotas could 

be prevented once again. He said 

the reason why the EP was looking 

to eliminate some commissioner 

candidates was because if those 

candidates became members of 

the European Commission, then that 

body would end up looking more 

like the European Council than the 

parliament.

Commenting on a new 

agreement reached in Malta on the 

redistribution of migrants rescued 

at sea, Orbán said the countries that 

urged the introduction of migrant 

quotas at that meeting had not even 

fulfilled their earlier commitments 

regarding the acceptance of 

migrants. He ruled out the possibility 

that the EU could “once again 

outmanoeuvre” the bloc’s prime 

ministers by “pulling a slum trick at 

the ministerial level”. As regards the 

upcoming parliamentary elections in 

Austria, he expressed hope that by 

Monday there would be one more 

country in Europe that opposes 

immigration.

Commenting on the upcoming 

Fidesz congress for the re-election 

of officials, he said “one must be 

aware of what a great task and 

great fact it is that we are still on 

our feet”. “The congress must be 

held with an understanding of 

the responsibility we have for the 

future”, he added.

Commenting on the local elections 

to be held in October and a leaked 

recording of joint opposition mayoral 

candidate for Budapest Gergely 

Karácsony talking about threats 

he has received, Orbán said he was 

almost feeling sorry for Karácsony 

“driving himself into impossible 

situations”. He said he hoped people 

in Budapest and also in other parts of 

the country would vote for suitable 

candidates. Regarding staff layoffs 

affecting an Electrolux plant in 

Jászberény, he said as soon as the 

news broke, he sent two ministers to 

the town to hold talks with everyone 

and if necessary, the government will 

help to ensure that nobody is left 

without a job.
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SZIJJÁrtÓ: UN SHOULD 
NOt eNCOUrAGe 
mIGrAtION bUt WOrK 
tOWArDS preSerVING 
peACe, SeCUrItY

The United Nations should not 

encourage migration but play a leading 

role in resolving conflicts and helping 

African populations stay at home under 

appropriate circumstances, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said, addressing 

the general debate of the 74th session 

of the UN General Assembly late on 

Thursday local time. Additionally, the 

organisation should help people return 

home as soon as possible and live safely, 

and help member countries protect 

themselves from security risks, he said.

Since the United Nations approved 

its Global Compact for Migration last 

year, new waves of migrants have 

emerged, posing security challenges 

to the countries where they leave 

from, to those that they cross and 

also to their destination countries, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary is doing what 

the UN should: protect its citizens and 

borders, which are also the borders 

of the European Union and they can 

only be crossed legally, he added. The 

Hungarian government expects the UN 

to handle border violation as a serious 

criminal offence and to stop portraying 

NGOs as legitimate representatives of 

countries, Szijjártó said. He called on 

the UN not to discuss migration as the 

best means for resolving demographic 

and employment challenges. Hungary 

is seeking solutions to these problems 

by supporting families and continually 

modernising education, he added. 

“One would expect from the UN and 

other international organisations to 

protect and promote international 

law and to help those who respect 

and comply with the international 

law and step up against those who 

violate the international law,” he said. 

It is a fundamental right that people 

should be able to live under peaceful, 

safe and secure circumstances in their 

home country, he added. The UN had 

the intention last year to celebrate 

the migration compact as the best 

document ever made in history, but 

this attempt has failed, he said. Hungary, 

the United States, Israel, Poland, the 

Czech Republic and later Brazil voted 

against it and described the compact 

as the most dangerous document 

on migration, he added. Since the 

approval of the compact, numerous 

attempts have been made to push 

through parts of it and certain chapters 

to other documents, he said. Hungary 

rejects these attempts and urges all UN 

institutions to stop these attempts, he 

added. Hungary will continue to reject 

all UN documents that make reference 

to the global compact for migration, 

Szijjártó said.

Commenting on European 

developments in recent years, he said 

Brussels’ “irresponsible and harmful” 

policies resulted in the arrival of millions 

of illegal migrants in the continent, 

with many of them dying in the 

Mediterranean Sea. Parallel societies 

have emerged in western Europe where 

a “loud minority puts its pressure on 

the silent majority”, he said. He noted 

that over 300 people died in more 

than 30 terrorist attacks committed by 

persons with a migratory background. 

He described Brussels’ policies of 

pressurising countries “to get rid of their 

national identity … cultural, religious 

and historic heritage in order to weaken 

the member states and finally create a 

united states of Europe” as “hypocritical 

and ideologically motivated”. Szijjártó 

said Hungary rejects these policies and 

wants a strong Europe made of strong 

member states, and to preserve its 

national identity, he said. Hungary is 

proud of its 1,019 years of statehood 

and wants to continue building it on a 

Christian foundation, he said.

Recent European developments 

show that efforts must be increased to 

protect residents, Szijjártó said. Ports 

have been opened to migrants and 

the debate on the obligatory quotas 

for resettlement has been restarted, 

he added. The situation that has 

developed in the western Balkans 

is now comparable to that in 2015, 

Szijjártó said.

He said many countries, international 

organisations and NGOs currently 

inspire people in need to go to Europe 

and they give them the impression 

that NGOs should help migrants get 

to Europe illegally. Human smugglers 

and groups of organised crime benefit 

from this, making millions of dollars, 

Szijjártó said. Terrorist organisations 

also benefit from this because they 

can use uncontrolled migration to send 

their militants all over the world. With 

this policy, “the countries of origin lose 
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because if people are going far away 

from countries of origin they will never 

return and then the question arises who 

will reconstruct, who will rebuild those 

countries”, he said. The countries of 

transit also lose where “migrants occupy 

public areas and behave aggressively”, 

and the countries of destination lose as 

well where parallel societies emerge, he 

added. Help should be taken to where 

it is needed and problems should not 

be generated where they do not exist, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary has spent 40 

million dollars on helping Christian 

communities in the Middle East and 

helped more than 50,000 stay in or 

return to their homelands. With this 

programme, Hungary wants to draw 

the attention of the international 

community to the fact that Christianity 

is the most persecuted religion in the 

world. He also said that for the group of 

least developed countries in the world, 

Hungary this year increased financial 

support seven-fold to 29 million dollars 

and increased financial support to Africa 

5 times to 25 million dollars. Hungary 

grants 4,870 scholarships to students 

from Asia, Africa and South America, 

he added.

SZÁZADVÉG pOLL SHOWS 
tArLÓS VICtOrY eXpeCteD 
eVeN AmONG LeFt-
WINGerS

A new poll by Századvég shows that 

even left-wing voters expect Budapest 

Mayor István Tarlós to be re-elected 

in the upcoming local elections and 

joint opposition candidate Gergely 

Karácsony is seen as having no 

chance of winning. Altogether 74% 

of respondents said they expect 

Tarlós to win in the October elections 

and only 16% said Karácsony had 

better chances. Only 3% said that 

independent candidate Róbert Puzsér 

can be expected to win and 1% said 

Krisztián Berki, another independent, 

would become Budapest mayor. 

Around half of left-wing voters or 49% 

said they did not expect Karácsony to 

win and only 41% said the opposite. 

Some 60% of the people interviewed 

expressed satisfaction with the 

job Tarlós has done as Budapest 

mayor, while 36% were dissatisfied. 

Karácsony’s mayorship of Budapest’s 

14th district was rated as satisfactory 

by 35% and 57% said the opposite. 

Századvég conducted the poll 

between September 18 and 21 with 

a sample of 1,000 adults.

COe WeLCOmeS 
HUNGArY’S prOGreSS IN 
FIGHt AGAINSt HUmAN 
trAFFICKING

Hungary has made progress in the 

fight against human trafficking by 

following recommendations made 

earlier by the Council of Europe, an 

expert body of the council has said. 

Taking the CoE’s advice, Hungary has 

implemented measures to expand 

professional groups that can officially 

identify victims of trafficking as 

well as its comprehensive legal and 

professional victim support services, 

the Group of Experts on Action against 

Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA) 

said in a fresh report. The report 

welcomed Hungary’s establishment 

of new victim support centres which 

provide psychological assistance and 

help prepare victims for their role in 

the criminal proceedings. GRETA also 

welcomed the entry of new provisions 

into the Criminal Procedure Code to 

improve the protection of witnesses 

and victims. It also mentioned the 

creation of a database of presumed 

victims of human trafficking as a 

positive step in the right direction. 

However, the body urged Hungarian 

authorities to take all necessary steps 

to further develop the database and 

make it fully operational in order to be 

able to compile comprehensive and 

coherent statistical data on human 

trafficking.

The experts said that despite the 

progress achieved, some issues gave 

rise to concern. GRETA urged the 

Hungarian authorities to strengthen 

their efforts in the area of prevention 

of child trafficking, especially by more 

efficient identification and support 

to minors among migrants and the 

system of control for people working 

in the sector must be strengthened. 

It also urged sensitising and training 

staff working with children, and 

informing minors of the dangers 

posed by human trafficking and the 

methods in use. In line with the report, 

legal regulations that criminalise 

the promotion of illegal migration 

should not be applied in a way that 

hinders the work of civil organisations 

helping victims of human trafficking. 
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Additionally, organisations working in 

the field should not be banned from 

working near the Hungarian border 

because this makes it impossible for 

them to identify and help victims 

in transit zones. GRETA urged 

repealing legislation allowing the 

imposition of administrative fines 

on children engaged in prostitution 

and instructing police officers to 

consider all children (including those 

14-18 years of age) who are engaged 

in prostitution as victims, including 

possible victims of trafficking rather 

than as offenders.

SZIJJÁrtÓ: HUNGArY 
INCreASeS SUppOrt tO 
DeVeLOpING COUNtrIeS 
tO USD 285 m

Hungary has increased support to 

help developing countries to 285 

million dollars, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in New York at a 

conference focusing on the group of 

least developed countries held as an 

accompanying event of the United 

Nations General Assembly session. 

Hungary believes that in order to 

resolve the migration crisis, help 

must be taken to where it is needed, 

Szijjártó said. Hungary’s support is 

aimed at encouraging people not to 

leave their home countries and help 

them live under decent conditions at 

home, he added.

This year Hungary increased 

support to Africa by five times to 25.6 

million dollars and support to the 

group of least developed countries 

was increased seven-fold to 29 

million dollars, he said. The most 

significant programmes carried out 

with Hungarian help are in water 

management in Laos where the 

Hungarian contribution has reached 26 

million dollars, he added. Hungary also 

provides 4,873 scholarships to students 

from Africa, Asia and South America 

to study in Hungarian universities and 

use the knowledge they acquire to 

contribute to developing their home 

countries, Szijjártó said.

In another speech, Szijjártó said 

Hungary had offered 20,000 dollars 

to a UN fund for the prevention and 

stopping of violence against women. 

Additionally, the country supports 

the activities of the International 

Red Cross with 25,000 dollars 

aimed at preventing sexual assaults 

against vulnerable people during 

humanitarian crises.

DK CALLS ON GOVt tO 
DeCLAre HeALtH-CAre 
emerGeNCY

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition has repeated its call on the 

government to declare a national 

health-care emergency. At a press 

conference, DK lawmaker Imre László 

cited a report by the daily Népszava 

saying that a total of 68 surgeons 

at the Péterfy Hospital-Clinic and 

Traumatology Centre and the Jenő 

Manninger National Institute of 

Traumatology have threatened to quit 

their jobs on Oct. 1 if the government 

did not deliver on its earlier promises 

to improve conditions. László said 

that such a mass exodus would 

lead to a collapse of the capital’s 

traumatology service. The government 

must acknowledge and declare that 

the health-care sector is in a state 

of emergency, he said, adding that 

Hungarians had a right to know this. 

The next steps should include wage 

hikes for doctors, nurses and hospital 

staff, along with the procurement 

of new hospital equipment and the 

settlement of hospital debts, László 

said. He said the government was 

spending only 6.9% of GDP on health 

care compared with average EU 

spending of 9-10%.

HUNGArY JObLeSS rAte 
StAbLe At 3.4%

Hungary’s three-month rolling 

average jobless rate reached 3.4% in 

June-August, unchanged from the 

previous three-month period and 

down from 3.7% twelve months earlier, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. The rate covers unemployment 

among those between the ages of 

15 and 74. In absolute terms, there 

were 156,900 unemployed, 1,000 

fewer than in the previous period 

and down 16,200 from a year earlier. 

The unemployment rate in the 15-

24 age group stood at 10.3%. The 

unemployed in this age group account 

for more than one-fifth of all jobless, 

KSH noted. The unemployment rate 

in the 25-54 age group was down at 

2.9%, and the rate in the 55-74 age 

group was at 2.5%.
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Out-of-work Hungarians spent about 

14.1 months on average looking for 

employment during the period, and 

37.4% of the unemployed had been 

seeking work for one year or longer. 

The number of employed stood at 

4,517,500 among 15- to 74-year-olds, 

33,900 or 0.8% more than in the same 

period a year earlier. The employment 

rate was 60.9%, up 0.6 percentage 

point. The number of employed 

included 107,800 Hungarians in 

fostered work programmes and 

118,800 working abroad. The number 

of those employed on the domestic 

primary labour market rose 1.4% from 

a year earlier to 4,290,900, while the 

number of fostered workers dropped 

27.6%. The number of those working 

abroad was up 13.3%. KSH defines 

“employed” in line with International 

Labour Organisation standards as 

anybody who worked one or more 

hour a week or was temporarily absent 

from their job during the survey week. 

The data also include those employed 

in public work schemes and those 

working abroad for less than one year.

Commenting on the data, the 

finance ministry said the rate of 

employment was at its highest 

point since Hungary’s democratic 

transition in 1989-90. The Hungarian 

economy still has labour reserves 

of about 500,000, the ministry 

said in a statement, adding that 

government’s job creation scheme 

could help push those people 

back into the workforce. Thanks 

to measures implemented by 

the government and job growth 

stemming from economic 

expansion, unemployment has 

been falling for seven consecutive 

years now, the ministry said. Parallel 

to the constant fall in the number 

of fostered workers, private sector 

employment is rising, the statement 

said, noting that the primary labour 

market has added more than 700,000 

jobs since 2010.

Analysts interviewed by MTI said 

employment probably reached 

its peak and further expansion is 

hindered by workforce shortage and 

uncertainties in the global market 

environment. ING Bank analyst Péter 

Virovácz said he expected the jobless 

rate to remain unchanged in the next 

12-18 months thanks to domestic 

demand and favourable cost levels at 

exporting companies. András Horváth 

of Takarékbank said data from the 

most competitive EU member states 

suggest employment in Hungary could 

be increased by at least 4 percentage 

points, which would require creating 

another 250,000-300,000 jobs. 

However, as the available workforce 

is unqualified, further expansion 

can only be expected from training 

programmes, he added.


