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The president addressed the climate summit on Monday, and participated in a conference on sustainable development 

goals organised within the UN General Assembly session. On Wednesday, Áder held bilateral talks with UN Secretary-

General António Guterres. They concluded that the climate event could greatly contribute to the success of the next 

climate conference to be held in Chile in December. The event could also encourage members to make more ambitious 

commitments to stop global warming, at next year’s climate summit in London, they added. Áder noted that the New 

York summit had been convened with the aim of participants coming up with action plans rather than “high-sounding 

pledges”. “Hungary did not come empty-handed,” Áder said, and mentioned Hungary’s Virtual Power Plant programme. 

The programme was met with international interest and has been introduced in three countries, he added. “So far, the 

programme has helped us save more energy than one quarter of the output of Hungary’s nuclear power plant,” he said.

By 2030, 90% of Hungary’s electricity will be produced without any carbon-dioxide emissions, Áder said. He also noted 

plans to increase the energy efficiency of buildings by at least 30% before 2050.

The United Nations’ climate summit in New York has met its goal: it has lent 
participating countries momentum to their fight against global warming and 
encouraged them to make further commitments, Hungarian President János Áder said.

ÁDER ASSESSES UN CLIMATE SUMMIT

Local elections campaign events

Szijjártó addresses UN General 
Assembly session 

Stats office reports on labour, 
unemployment in June-Aug 2019
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Hungarian Grey cattle at the national agricultural and food fair in Budapest
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EP COMMITTEE SEES 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CONCERNING TRÓCSÁNYI’S 
EC CANDIDACY

The legal committee of the European 

Parliament (JURI) has established that 

there is a conflict of interest between 

Hungarian MEP László Trócsányi’s 

candidacy for EU commissioner and 

law firm Nagy and Trócsányi’s receiving 

orders from the Hungarian state, JURI 

vice-chairman Sergey Lagodinsky told 

reporters in Brussels. According to 

Lagodinsky, 11 members of the body 

voted against and 9 supported that the 

foreign affairs committee of the EP should 

hear Trócsányi, who is the Hungarian 

government’s candidate for commissioner 

in charge of neighbourhood policy and 

EU enlargement.

Trócsányi said in a statement that a 

political decision lacking any factual 

basis had been made and he would 

take the necessary legal steps.

József Szájer, an MEP of Fidesz, told 

Hungarian journalists in Brussels that a 

“witch hunt is underway”, commenting 

on Trócsányi’s hearing. Europe’s leftists 

are attacking Trócsányi because, as justice 

minister, he had devised and approved 

rules that halted illegal migration into 

Hungary, he said. Szájer argued that 

the law firm set up by Trócsányi had 

not received any new orders from the 

state during his five-year tenure, only 

the implementation of previous orders 

continued. He added that no single 

argument had been heard in the legal 

committee which would have revealed 

any real conflict of interest. “The decision 

is unacceptable, and constitutes an abuse 

of the law. The EP legal committee has 

trampled on the EU’s legal regulations 

with its decision,” he said.

The government information centre 

and ruling Fidesz said in response 

to the decision that pro-migration 

supporters had prevented Trócsányi’s 

appointment. The EP’s pro-migration 

members “cannot tolerate” having a 

new member in the commission who 

was minister of justice when Hungary 

closed its borders to migrants, the 

centre said. Fidesz said the supporters 

of migration would make every effort 

to prevent Trócsányi’s appointment 

and exert further pressure on Hungary.

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said at his regular 

press conference that “the Hungarian 

government has a single candidate”. 

He called the “attacks” against Trócsányi 

“fabrications” and insisted that they were 

“part of a series of attacks on Hungary”.

Opposition DK said that not only had 

Trócsányi’s candidacy failed in light of the 

JURI decision but so had Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s policies. The decision 

shows that “Trócsányi is corrupt and he 

is not even allowed to run in the race”, 

party spokesman Balázs Barkóczki said.

GULYÁS: LEFTIST 
GOVERNMENT INVOLVES 
‘PRO-MIGRATION’ POLITICS

Recent years have shown that “wherever 

in Europe a leftist government is set 

up they will introduce pro-migration 

policies which involve opening the 

borders”, Gergely Gulyás, head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said at his regular 

press conference. Gulyás mentioned 

the Italian government as an example, 

arguing that it has opened the country’s 

ports, which “equals an invitation to 

Europe for many people”. The outgoing 

European Commission seeks to put 

mandatory migrant quotas back on 

the agenda, while “they do not send 

money for border protection”, Gulyás 

insisted. He went on to say that the 

Commission “has done a lot of damage 

... it deepened the gap between central 

and Western Europe, and it had better 

not do any more in their remaining time”. 

Hungary rejects the quota system but 

will “gladly help countries with returning 

illegal migrants with no refugee status”, 

Gulyás said, adding that no such request 

has arrived from Italy as yet.

Gulyás announced that Ahmed H., 

a Syrian national earlier convicted on 

terrorism charges and imprisoned in 

Hungary, would be returned to Cyprus 

within a few days.

Hungary will not change its position 

concerning the quota system; it will 

seek to protect rather than open up its 

borders, Gulyás said. Referring to an earlier 

European Court decision, he said that “in 

lack of a [migrant] crisis situation similar 

to that in 2015, imposing [mandatory] 

distribution would be unlawful”.

On the subject of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin’s upcoming visit to 

Hungary, Gulyás noted that Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán and Putin routinely met once 

a year. “Hungary seeks good relations with 

all world powers, while Russia is also an 

important business partner,” he added.
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GULYÁS: GOVT PLEDGES 
MORE HOMELESS SHELTERS

The government has decided to 

extend the opening hours of homeless 

shelters and create 130 additional 

places, the Prime Minister’s Office 

chief Gergely Gulyás said at his regular 

press briefing. The government has 

also decided to close down nine 

subways for the night “for reasons 

of public sanitation” and “to ensure 

proper living conditions” for homeless 

people, Gulyás said, adding that 

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós had 

been consulted when making those 

decisions. The measures will cost a total 

of 2.1 billion forints (EUR 6.3m), he said.

On another subject, Gulyás 

said that at its last meeting, the 

cabinet had reviewed the state of 

Hungary’s education sector. He said 

the government was planning to 

ensure free textbooks for every child 

in primary and secondary schools 

from next September. He added that 

the programme would cost a total 

of 14 billion forints. He noted that 

starting this school year, secondary 

school students will get the chance 

to take part in two two-week foreign 

language courses abroad, adding 

that some 140,000 students were 

expected to attend the courses at 

the end of the year.

Asked about the case of former 

Fidesz MP Roland Mengyi, who was 

recently sentenced to prison on 

corruption charges, Gulyás said Fidesz 

respected the sentence, noting, at the 

same time, that Mengyi was no longer 

a member of the ruling party.

Concerning the forint’s exchange 

rate, the PM’s Office chief said that 

though it was helpful to have a 

relatively stable exchange rate, the 

government had no target for the 

rate since monetary policy was the 

responsibility of the central bank.

Turning to Fidesz’s party congress 

scheduled for Sunday, he said three of 

the party’s four deputy leaders, namely 

Katalin Novák, Gábor Kubatov and 

Szilárd Németh, were running for re-

election. Gulyás, who currently serves 

as the fourth deputy leader, but does 

not intend to stand for re-election, 

would not say who could be elected 

as his replacement. Commenting on 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán’s recent 

remarks on the state of the Hungarian 

media, Gulyás said the media in 

Hungary was far more balanced than 

in western Europe.

KARÁCSONY TALKS 
THREATS TO HIS FAMILY, 
STATE OF OPPOSITION  
IN LEAKED AUDIO

A leaked audio recording has emerged 

in which opposition Budapest mayoral 

candidate Gergely Karácsony can be 

heard talking about threats made 

against his family and clashes he 

has had with other opposition 

politicians, according to news portal 

444.hu. Karácsony has confirmed 

the authenticity of the recording. In 

the audio file edited together from 

separate recordings from a past 

conversation, Karácsony is heard 

saying that Csaba Tóth, head of the 

Socialist Party’s 14th district chapter, 

had made multiple threats against his 

family. Karácsony calls the Socialists’ 

Csaba Horváth, whom he defeated for 

the joint opposition mayoral candidacy 

and is now the opposition mayoral 

candidate in the 14th district, a “tough 

one to crack”. “Unfortunately he’s a 

rock in this whole construct, more 

so than … anyone else,” Karácsony 

says of Horváth. “The whole matter 

of removing him from this thing and 

convincing him to take part in the 

primary, that was the consolation.”

Concerning the 14th district local 

council, Karácsony said only a Socialist 

politician could keep the Socialist 

councillors in line. He criticised the 

party’s previous mayoral candidate 

there, saying “he would be lost within 

two minutes and everything would 

be stolen behind his back”. “At least 

Csaba [Horváth] has enough brains to 

know what it is you can go to jail for,” 

Karácsony can be heard saying. On the 

subject of his future, Karácsony says that 

if he returned to the 14th district, “they’d 

do me in … I could tell you some stories, 

but we can’t run joint campaigns with 

the Socialists”. He is also heard discussing 

his “blackmail potential”, saying it could 

“put everything into place”.

Karácsony also talks about Erzsébet 

Gy. Németh, the Democratic Coalition’s 

mayoral candidate in the 17th district, 

saying that “there’s no threat of her … 

winning the election.”

Asked by 444 to comment on 

the recording, Karácsony said the 
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conversation in question had probably 

taken place “several months ago” and 

he did not remember who he was 

talking to. He added, however, that he 

recognised the tactic of leaking the 

recording as “that of [ruling] Fidesz”. 

He said the conversation heard in the 

recording had centred on the joint 

opposition election campaign. Though 

it took a lot of debate to bring the 

opposition together, “the alliance is now 

strong”, he said. Karácsony confirmed 

that he had received threats on multiple 

occasions, though they had not come 

from political players. Asked to comment 

on what he had meant by his “blackmail 

potential”, Karácsony said he was not 

interested in holding any office, but 

was concerned with fighting for issues.

Karácsony later told a press 

conference that he will file a criminal 

complaint over the recording and 

leaking of his conversation. He said the 

recording had been edited and “clearly 

made illegally”. He said Fidesz was “so 

afraid of a united opposition and of 

losing its power” that it was now “using 

secret service techniques” against him. 

Karácsony insisted that he would not 

be intimidated, nor would the unity of 

the opposition parties be broken. He 

insisted that he does not say anything 

in the leaked recording that he had not 

talked about before in public.

Socialist Party MEP István Ujhelyi 

said Karácsony was the victim of the 

kind of smear tactics that had been 

used against political opponents in 

single-party states. He speculated 

that this was being done in response to 

Karácsony’s calls for a debate between 

Budapest mayoral candidates. 

Rather than agreeing to a debate, 

“we’re seeing a dirty political smear 

campaign”, he said. Ujhelyi said it had 

become clear that Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and incumbent Budapest Mayor 

István Tarlós “are afraid of Karácsony”.

Commenting on the affair at his 

regular press conference, Gergely 

Gulyás, head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said the recording was worth 

listening to by anyone interested in 

how things are behind the scenes on 

the left-liberal side. Gulyás said the 

situation on the left was reminiscent 

of “mafia-like conditions”. He said 

Karácsony was also a part of this, 

adding that the mayoral candidate’s 

“excuses” in the matter were “pathetic”. 

Gulyás said that though it had already 

been clear that Karácsony was “unfit” to 

lead the capital, today’s report would 

only make that “all the more obvious”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
TO INCREASE TROOPS 
SERVING ON EU MALI 
MISSION

Hungary will increase the number 

of its troops serving under the EU’s 

training mission in Mali to 21, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó told a ministerial 

meeting focusing on the security 

situation in Mali and the Sahel region, 

in New York. Participants agreed 

that the situation in the region was 

still “fragile”. The Sahel is exposed to 

terrorism and it is a “victim” of armed 

militia exploiting economic and social 

instability, Szijjártó said.

He said they agreed that the 

international community must play 

an active role in that region. Since 

the Sahel region is “one of the main 

roots” of migration to Europe, the EU 

must play a leading role in preventing 

a further exodus of migrants from 

there, Szijjártó said. He noted that the 

EU has already set up a 4.5 billion euro 

Emergency Trust Fund for supporting 

Africa which has 1.7 billion euros 

available for the Sahel. Hungary has 

contributed 9.5 million euros to the 

fund to support programmes aimed 

at tightening security, creating jobs 

and eliminating human smuggling, 

Szijjártó said.

HUNGARIAN-RUSSIAN 
INTERREGIONAL 
COOPERATION COMMITTEE 
MEETS FOR FIRST TIME

The inaugural meeting of the Hungarian-

Russian Interregional Cooperation 

Committee was held in Budapest. The 

most important task of the committee 

is to map out and facilitate investments 

and business deals at project level 

that contribute to strengthening ties 

between the two countries’ economies, 

state secretary Levente Magyar said after 

the meeting. Hungarian companies have 

invested several billion euros in Russia, 

mainly in the farming and manufacturing 

sectors, he added. To improve the 

situation further, Hungary is working to 

create an incentive system that would 

award grants to Hungarian companies 

investing in Russia, Magyar said. The 

state secretary said Hungary, too, is 
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open to Russian investments, noting the 

country’s participation in the upgrade 

of Hungary’s sole commercial nuclear 

power plant as well as a Hungarian-

Russian partnership established to 

deliver 1,300 railway carriages to Egypt. 

 Ilya Torosov, Russia’s deputy minister for 

economic development, said every effort 

is made in Russia to support the presence 

of Hungarian companies.

STRASBOURG COURT 
REJECTS MOL CHIEF’S 
PLEA AGAINST CROATIA

The European Court of Human Rights 

has turned down an appeal by Zsolt 

Hernádi, head of Hungarian oil and 

gas company Mol, against Croatian 

authorities, which issued a European 

warrant against him. In his appeal, 

tendered to the Strasbourg court in 2015, 

Hernádi complained that the European 

warrant and Croatia’s detention orders 

prevented him from leaving Hungary. 

According to the decision, “the applicant 

had not complied with the Court’s 

admissibility requirements as he had 

not properly raised this complaint before 

the Croatian courts”. In its decision, the 

court said that Hernádi had “essentially 

directed his arguments at the decision 

to order his pre-trial detention, and had 

not submitted any specific arguments 

about the violation of his freedom of 

movement”. Croatian authorities believe 

that Hernádi had given former Croatian 

PM Ivo Sanader 10 million euros as a 

bribe to help Mol obtain a stake in the 

management of Croatia’s Mol-INA oil 

company.

ÁDER: SUSTAINABILITY 
REQUIRES ‘MORE 
RESPONSIBLE’ WATER 
MANAGEMENT

Reaching a turning point in efforts 

for sustainability will require a “more 

responsible approach” towards water 

supplies, President János Áder told a 

United Nations summit on sustainable 

development goals in New York. In his 

address, Áder said that Hungary was 

“involved in the drama of much water-

little water-polluted water”. Hungary has 

recently been affected by extreme high 

water levels along its rivers, Áder said, 

noting plans to build 12 flood reservoirs 

along the River Tisza to protect residential 

areas close to the river. He also mentioned 

that 10% of the country’s territory could 

become deserts in future. “To avoid a 

greater trouble we will have to raise more 

money in the next decade than we spent 

during the past 50 years,” he insisted.

On the other hand, Áder said that 

90% of Hungary’s sewage was now 

being treated, as opposed to 20% 20 

years ago. “We are proud to report that 

rivers leaving Hungary are cleaner than 

when they enter the country,” he said. 

“May we live anywhere in the world, 

we must not have goals other than 

preventing a water crisis,” Áder said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY 
COMMITTED TO PEACEFUL 
USE OF NUCLEAR ENERGY

Hungary is committed to the peaceful 

use of nuclear energy, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told a conference on the 

Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty 

(CTBT) in New York. Hungary reserves 

the right to determine its own national 

energy mix and the right to produce the 

energy it uses cheaply, cleanly and safely, 

Szijjártó told the event that focused on 

the CTBT’s entering into force. He said 

Hungary has attached great importance 

to the use of nuclear energy in recent 

decades, and will continue to do so, 

as it is an important criterion for the 

competitiveness of the country’s 

economy. Today, Hungary provides 

more than 40% of its energy needs from 

nuclear sources, Szijjártó noted.

He said that Hungary was fully 

opposed to testing nuclear weapons 

worldwide and fully supported the 

implementation of CTBT. Szijjártó 

regretted that the termination of 

experiments had not yet been achieved 

in practice and urged countries that 

have not yet ratified the Treaty to do so 

as soon as possible. Further, he stressed 

the importance of clearing the Korean 

Peninsula of nuclear weapons.

It must also be prevented that any 

dictator or terrorist organisation could 

gain access to nuclear weapons, Szijjártó 

said. From this point of view, the UN has 

an important role to play, he said, adding 

that Hungary would provide all possible 

help for the UN to fulfil that role.

HUNGARIAN AID WORTH 
HUF 11 M SENT TO ALBANIA

Hungary’s disaster management 

authority OKF sent a consignment 

including tents, camp beds, blankets, 
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sleeping beds and self-heating food 

packages worth 11 million forints (EUR 

33,000) to Albania to help recovery 

efforts in the wake of earthquakes 

and flash floods that recently hit Durrës 

County in northwestern Albania.

Tristan Azbej, the state secretary 

in charge of helping persecuted 

Christians and the implementation 

of the Hungary Helps programme, 

told the launch event in the OKF that 

Hungary had reacted without delay to 

a call for help from Albania.

Albanian Ambassador in Budapest 

Arian Spasse expressed thanks to 

the Hungarian government and the 

disaster management authority for 

the consignment.

Albania’s government asked for help 

on Tuesday through the European 

Union’s Emergency Response 

Coordination Centre. Durrës County 

was hit by earthquakes with a 

magnitude of 5.6 and 5.1 on the Richter 

scale on Saturday.

NATURAL POPULATION 
DECLINE ACCELERATES  
IN JAN-JULY

Hungary’s natural population 

decline accelerated in the first seven 

months of the year as the number of 

births went down by 2.2% and the 

number of deaths was up by 0.8% 

compared with the same period last 

year, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) reported. KSH said that there 

were 50,278 births in January-July, 

1,111 fewer than during the same 

period in 2018. The number of 

deaths was 77,821, up 586 on the 

same period last year. The rate of 

natural population decline was 

6.6% higher compared with the 

same period last year. The number 

of marriages went up by 13% to 

32,095 during the period.


