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Speaking to MTI ahead of a UN meeting on African peace processes in New York, Péter Szijjártó said there was a “desperate, 

politicised debate” going on within the organisation on what can be considered fundamental human rights. He said that if 

international law was to be interpreted literally, it was clear that those rights do not concern migration. “One can’t wake up 

one day and decide that they want to live in another country and violate the borders and sovereignty of dozens of countries 

in order to get there,” Szijjártó argued. “On the contrary, human rights are about everyone having the right to a peaceful 

life in their own country.” But, he added, instead of enforcing these rights, the UN was contributing to the emergence of 

new migration waves. “We’ve seen in recent days and weeks how the migration pressure on Europe has increased, how 

the Western Balkan region gets filled by migrants again and how terrorist organisations try to take advantage of the new 

emigration waves,” Szijjártó said.

Hungary’s foreign minister has said the United Nations is “trying to create non-existing 
rights instead of enforcing basic human rights”, thereby “generating migration waves 
that pose … serious security threats and risks to everyone”.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: UN ‘GENERATING NEW MIGRANT WAVES’
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SZIJJÁRTÓ, LAVROV 
DISCUSS PUTIN VISIT 
TO BUDAPEST ON OCT 30

Hungary’s foreign minister discussed 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 

official visit to Hungary scheduled 

for October 30 with his Russian 

counterpart in New York. Speaking to 

MTI after his talks with Sergey Lavrov 

on the sidelines of the United Nations 

General Assembly, Péter Szijjártó 

said they had acknowledged that 

Russia had fully completed its earlier 

commitment to ensure Hungary’s gas 

supply for next year. The minister said 

the sides were also ready to discuss gas 

supplies beyond 2020. Szijjártó added 

they had also agreed that preparations 

for the expansion of Hungary’s sole 

nuclear power plant at Paks would 

be able to proceed according to 

schedule. He said they had also 

finalised agreements to be signed on 

social security and on cooperation in 

oncology during Putin’s visit. Szijjártó 

said they had also agreed that Hungary 

and Russia would coordinate their 

efforts to aid Christians in the Middle 

East.

ÁDER HOLDS TALKS 
ON MIGRATION, WATER 
CRISIS DURING UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
SESSION

Migration, the future of the Amazon 

and food safety were among the 

issues discussed by President János 

Áder at bilateral talks held during the 

United Nations General Assembly 

session in New York. Áder met 

Egyptian counterpart Abdel Fattah 

el-Sisi, Ecuadorian counterpart Lenín 

Moreno and Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) Director-General 

Qu Dongyu.

He told the press after the 

meetings late on Tuesday local 

time that he had discussed 

the issue of migration with the 

Egyptian president and they were 

in agreement that Egypt had 

successfully fought against the 

efforts of human smugglers in recent 

years. Áder said Egypt had prevented 

many human smuggler boats from 

transporting migrants to Europe. 

The water crisis and the future 

of the Amazon were discussed 

with the president of Ecuador, he 

said. Moreno said seven countries, 

including Brazil, had signed an 

agreement in early September to 

protect the Amazon basin. The 

agreement covers stopping illegal 

logging, preventing the opening of 

new mines and planting new forests, 

he said. Áder said that at the meeting 

with the FAO director-general they 

discussed ways to supply quality 

food to a growing population 

despite the shrinking of arable land 

and drop in water reserves. 

After the meetings, Áder and First 

Lady Anita Herczegh attended a 

reception by US President Donald 

Trump and his wife who invited 

delegation leaders and their 

spouses.

NOVÁK: HUNGARIANS, 
ITALIANS ALLIES IN 
STOPPING MIGRATION

Ruling Fidesz deputy leader and 

state secretary for family and youth 

affairs Katalin Novák held talks 

with centre-right parties in Italy 

about the protection of European 

borders and the preservation of 

traditional family values on Tuesday, 

a day after several European Union 

countries had agreed in Malta on 

the distribution of migrants.

Novák held consultations with 

representatives of centre-right 

Forza Italia, and right-wing Liga 

and Fratelli d’Italia. She met, among 

others, with Lorenzo Fontana, the 

Liga’s former minister for family 

affairs and former minister of 

European affairs. Novák told MTI 

that the current opposition right-

wing was very strong in Italy, with 

polls showing that they would win 

if the elections were held now. She 

added that these Italian parties were 

the natural allies for Fidesz.

Hungary and Italy are allies also in 

migration considering that Italy with 

its sea borders must also protect 

Europe’s sea borders and Hungary 

has the same task with land borders, 

she said. “It was this way when the 

Liga party led by Matteo Salvini 

was in government in Rome and it 

will be this way when they regain 

power,” she said. “It is important that 

we maintain links during the time 

in between,” she added.
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Novák said the Hungarian 

government could not accept the 

distribution quota for migrants, 

adding that “we do not agree 

with the distribution mechanism 

included in the Malta agreement 

and we will not support any form 

of mandatory settlement quota.” 

At the same time, Hungary is ready 

to offer help on the spot or help 

return people who stay in Europe 

unlawfully, as economic migrants, 

to their places of origin, she said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: WATER-
RELATED CONFLICTS 
SHOULD BE PREVENTED 
FROM BECOMING 
SECURITY THREATS

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó called 

for efforts in international diplomacy 

to prevent conflicts caused by water 

shortage from resulting in further 

security threats worldwide, at an event 

on the sidelines of the United Nations 

General Assembly session currently 

under way in New York. Water supplies 

are crucial for peace and security, he 

argued, adding that international 

diplomacy should focus more on a 

peaceful distribution of water and 

on the fight against developments 

threatening the world’s water bases. 

Water diplomacy is a high priority 

for the Hungarian government, the 

minister said, adding that Hungary 

has earned appreciation within UN 

circles for its achievements during 

Hungary’s presidency of the UN 

water agreement. Szijjártó noted 

that 2.5 billion people, or 36% of the 

global population, live in areas hit by 

water shortage, and warned that the 

number could be as high as 4.8 billion 

by 2050.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: US INVESTORS’ 
EXPERIENCES CONFIRM 
SUCCESS OF HUNGARIAN 
ECONOMY’S DIMENSION 
SHIFT

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

said that talks with US investors 

clearly confirm that the Hungarian 

economy had successfully 

completed a dimension shift. US 

companies consider Hungary not 

only an ideal location for production 

but also one for investment where 

activities with high value added, 

research and development requiring 

expert skills and activities based on 

these can be carried out, Szijjártó 

told MTI in New York where he 

attends the current United Nations 

General Assembly session. Szijjarto 

held bilateral talks with company 

leaders from the pharmaceuticals, 

electronics and financial sectors. 

He handed over the Chain Bridge 

Budapest Award, recognising the 

most important US investor of 

the previous year, to Arconic, a 

lightweight metals engineering 

and manufacturing firm formerly 

named Alcoa. Szijjártó said that US 

IT giant IBM had published its global 

ranking of last year’s developments 

and it had Hungary in fifth place 

in terms of the number of jobs 

created per one million residents. 

In the ranking of most sought-after 

target destinations for investment, 

Hungary is in fourth place in the 

vehicle manufacturing sector 

and ninth place among research 

and development investments, 

he added. “This proves that the 

dimension shift of the Hungarian 

economy has been successful and 

we are among the winners of the 

new era of global economy,” he 

said. He said this was thanks to the 

good skills of Hungarian workers 

and high level of the education 

system. Additionally, it was also 

because Hungary’s tax policy favours 

investments requiring high value 

added and companies can keep a 

high level of resources for further 

development, he added.

TARLÓS PLEDGES 
TO REFRAIN 
FROM UNREALISTIC 
CAMPAIGN PROMISES

Incumbent Budapest Mayor István 

Tarlós pledged to only make realistic 

campaign promises in the run-

up to the Oct. 13 local elections. 

Speaking at a conference on the 

city of Budapest organised by the 

Századvég Foundation, the two-term 

mayor lamented the “unfounded 

promises” made in the campaign by 

other candidates “in a premeditated 

fashion”. “In the rest of the campaign, 

I am going to talk only of what I have 

done, what I think is realistic and what 

I plan to do,” he said.
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Regarding a debate among 

mayoral candidates, Tarlós said the 

issue has been “overhyped” and 

noted that he had never said no to 

the debate but set conditions to 

it. The campaign for mayor should 

be about the issues and functions 

of a mayor and about previous 

achievements, he said. On the 

cooperation with the ruling Fidesz 

party, Tarlós said the party had 

supported him “since when it was a 

party with 6 to 7% support in 1994”. 

They are in agreement on most 

issues such as illegal immigration, 

nation states, family policy and the 

protection of traditional European 

policies, he said. There are “points 

of disagreement”, but Tarlós said he 

will not “turn his back” on a political 

community that had supported him 

for 30 years, he said.

Speaking of developments in the 

city, Tarlós noted the improvements 

in public transport. The average age 

of busses in the capital has sunk 

to 11 years, the current leadership 

bought the metro carriages on lines 

2 and 4 and started revamping line 

3. The city now has a development 

concept, a mobility plan, new 

smog regulations and a climate 

strategy, he said. Regarding future 

projects, the city has the funding 

for the refurbishment of the Chain 

Bridge and its surroundings, for 

the construction of a new sewage 

management complex, large-scale 

bike-road developments and the 

reconstruction of the airport road, 

he said. 

Századvég head Gábor G 

Fodor said that in a recent survey 

conducted by the foundation, 58% 

of respondents said the city was 

headed in the right direction. Tarlós 

had the support of more people than 

his opponents combined, and 74% 

thought he would win the election, 

G Fodor said.

DK CALLS FOR WAGE HIKE 
FOR TEACHERS

The leftist Democratic Coalition has 

called for wage hikes for teachers, 

saying that they earn 38% less 

than other university graduates. 

At a press conference in Budapest, 

DK deputy head Péter Niedermüller 

cited data from the Central Statistical 

Office saying there were 4,534 vacant 

positions in education.  He noted that 

local authorities also have a possibility 

to support education and teachers. 

Niedermüller pledged to renovate 

rundown municipality-owned 

apartments and offer them to young 

teachers if he is elected mayor of 

Budapest’s 7th district at the October 

13 local elections.

OFFICIAL: LONG-TERM 
ROMA STRATEGY PART 
OF MAYOR’S PROGRAMME

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós has 

incorporated a long-term Roma 

strategy drafted for the city into 

his future programme, the mayoral 

commissioner for Roma affairs said. 

The programme has been drafted 

with the inclusion of experts, with 

80% of it already approved by Tarlós, 

Sándor Nagy said in a statement. 

Under the programme, 60 Roma 

students have received scholarships 

funded by Budapest, he said. It further 

includes schemes aimed at supporting 

Roma people with disabilities and 

Roma mothers with small children 

in finding employment. The strategy 

also includes organising education 

programmes for Roma students 

outside school, Nagy added.

JOBBIK: STATE AWARDS 
SHOULD BE REVOCABLE 

MPs of the opposition Jobbik party 

proposed that state awards should 

be made revocable, in an open letter 

to President János Áder. Speaking 

at a press conference in front of the 

presidential palace, MP János Bencsik 

said that an amendment was necessary 

to allow for the withdrawal of high 

decorations once the recipient proves 

unworthy, and cited the example of 

a former head of a children’s home 

who has recently been sentenced to 

eight years imprisonment for sexual 

offences against minors. “The real 

value of orders is indicated by the 

company in which one shares the 

honour,” Bencsik said and added that 

revocability would add to the value 

of an award.  MP György Szilágyi, the 

other proponent, referring to the case 

at the children’s home said the fact 

that the convicted director could retain 

an earlier awarded state decoration 

was met with a “tremendous uproar”.
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PÉNZÜGYKUTATÓ RAISES 
GDP GROWTH FORECAST 
TO 4.7%

Economic research company 

Pénzügykutató raised its projection 

for Hungary’s GDP growth this year 

to 4.7% in a forecast released. The 

projection was raised from 3.7% in a 

forecast published in March. 

Research consultant Éva Várhegyi 

said economic growth could slow 

to 3.8% in 2020 as investments and 

consumption are expected to grow at 

a slower pace than this year. Negative 

global economic effects will be offset 

by development funding from the 

European Union and measures by 

the government and the central 

bank to boost growth, she added. 

Pénzügykutató sees inflation reaching 

3.4% in 2019 then falling to 3.2% in 

2020. Unemployment could edge 

down a little to around 3% while real 

earnings could grow by 7% this year 

and by 6% next year. The budget 

deficit may amount to 1.7% of GDP this 

year and fall to 0.9% in 2020 according 

to ESA methodology. Government 

debt-to-GDP ratio should fall to 67.8% 

by the end of the year and drop to 

64.5% by the end of 2020. The official 

government forecasts for GDP growth 

are 4.0% for 2019, 4.0% for 2020 and 

4.1% in 2021 based on the April update 

of the government’s Convergence 

Programme.

AIRCRAFT TRANSPORTING 
HUNGARIAN, SLOVAK 
DELEGATIONS MAKES 
EMERGENCY STOP 
IN WARSAW

A Slovak government aircraft 

transporting Slovak and Hungarian 

delegations returning home from 

Kazakhstan on Tuesday evening 

made an emergency stop in 

Warsaw as a precautionary measure 

following a temporary health 

problem reported by Hungarian 

House Speaker László Kövér. Kövér 

has since arrived in Budapest and 

he is feeling well, parliament’s 

press chief Zoltán Szilágyi told MTI. 

Kövér was in the Kazakh capital Nur-

Sultan attending the Eurasian house 

speakers’ summit.

RESEARCHERS’ 
NIGHT OFFERS 3,000 
PROGRAMMES 
NATIONWIDE

This year’s Researchers’ Night will be 

held on Friday and Saturday, with 

over 3,000 programmes offered in 

150 venues in 53 Hungarian towns 

and cities. Despite its name, the 

event will be held over two days, 

with many venues open to visitors 

on Saturday too, organisers told a 

press conference. This year, several 

universities and high schools, 

libraries and archives also joined the 

initiative, a European Commission 

programme aimed at winning 

over young people for scientific 

carriers, they said. Participants 

include the Hungarian National 

Museum, the Holocaust Memorial 

Centre and others, they said, and 

corporate partners such as the 

headquarters of Ericsson Hungary. 

Last year, visitors at the Europe-wide 

Researchers’ Night programme 

reached a record-breaking 1.5 

million in 30 countries, while 

Hungarian participants hosted 

nearly 300,000, organisers said.

HUNGARIAN GRIPENS 
INTERCEPT UNIDENTIFIED 
AIRCRAFT

Gripen military aircraft of the 

Hungarian Armed Forces intercepted 

an aircraft in Hungarian airspace on 

Wednesday, the defence ministry 

told MTI. The aircraft flew under 

the flag of the Caiman Islands and 

it was on its way from Abu Dhabi 

to London, the ministry said. It 

failed to take up radio contact 

with civilian air traffic control and 

the NATO Integrated Air Defense 

System alerted the Hungarian air 

policing service, the ministry said. 

The Gripens intercepted the plane 

while on an exercise and escorted it 

out of Hungarian airspace to Slovakia.


