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Addressing a plenary session of the UN General Assembly on universal health coverage in New York, Péter Szijjártó said 

there were “numerous ongoing attempts” to gradually incorporate the Global Compact for Migration into international 

law. He accused the UN of trying to “hide” the chapters of the compact in decisions which the organisation could later refer 

back to. The declaration on universal health coverage is one such attempt, Szijjártó said, insisting that the UN was trying 

to force its member states to provide equal health-care access to everyone irrespective of legal status. This means that an 

illegal migrant would be entitled to the same level of health care as those who have been honest taxpayers for decades, 

Szijjártó said. “This is unacceptable for Hungary,” the minister said.

The government rejects the idea that the UN should impose any sort of directives or legal obligations in connection with 

the Hungarian health-care system, he said. Health care is a national competency on which only Hungary has the right to 

make any decisions, Szijjártó argued.

Hungary refuses to recognise the passages of a United Nations declaration on 
universal health coverage saying that illegal migrants in UN member states should 
have the same access to health care as taxpaying citizens, the foreign minister said.
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ÁDer: ‘CHeApeSt energY 
tHAt WHiCH We Don’t 
uSe’

Addressing the United Nations Climate 

Action Summit in New York, Hungarian 

President János Áder outlined 

Hungary’s achievements and future 

goals concerning climate policy and 

briefed world leaders on the country’s 

Virtual Power Plant scheme.

The philosophy behind the now 

10-year-old programme is that “the 

cheapest energy is that which we don’t 

produce,” Áder told the summit.  

The scheme aims to improve the 

energy efficiency of individuals, 

businesses and public institutions, 

he said. “The programme has so far 

allowed us to save more than one 

quarter of the power output of the 

Hungarian nuclear power plant in 

the city of Paks,” the president said. 

“We did not have to generate 6% of 

Hungarian electricity consumption 

from fossil fuels.” The programme 

has so far been implemented in Italy, 

Britain and Romania, he said.

Áder also said that over the next 

three years, Hungary will support 

international climate finance by nearly 

6 million dollars, part of which will 

go towards the Green Climate Fund. 

He noted that Hungary was the first 

European Union member state to ratify 

the Paris climate accord, pointing out, 

at the same time, that CO2 emissions 

have only increased since 2015.

As regards Hungary’s climate policy 

goals, the president said Hungary 

will boost its solar energy capacity 

tenfold by 2030, phase out fossil 

fuel-based energy production and 

expand its nuclear power plant. These 

combined efforts will ensure that 90% 

of Hungary’s electricity production 

will be CO2-free by 2030, he added. 

Further, Hungary aims to achieve a 

30% increase in the energy efficiency 

of its buildings by 2050. By 2030, public 

transport companies in cities with a 

population of more than 25,000 will 

only use electric busses. Hungary 

will also continue its reforestation 

programme, he said, and by 2050, it 

aims to increase the size of its forests 

by a further 30%, Áder said.

Concerning climate policy 

achievements, the president said 

Hungary has reduced its CO2 emissions 

by 32% since 1990 simultaneously with 

reducing its energy consumption and 

increasing economic growth. Last year, 

the Hungarian economy grew by 5% 

while emissions were down by 0.6%, 

he said. He said Hungary’s per capita 

emissions were one of the lowest 

among industrialised countries, with 

those of the United States being 3.5 

times as high. Hungary’s 24 largest 

cities have joined the most ambitious 

international climate zones and are 

members of the international climate 

protection cooperation scheme 

Under2. 

Over the coming days, Áder is 

scheduled to hold bilateral talks 

with UN Secretary-General António 

Guterres, address the Sustainable 

Development Goals summit and meet 

with scientists at CUNY Hunter College.

Green opposition LMP lawmaker 

Erzsébet Schmuck said in reaction 

that she was overall disappointed 

with Áder’s address, but welcomed 

some of the president’s proposals. She 

admitted that Hungary had reduced 

its CO2 emissions by 32% since 1990 

but added that emissions have been 

steadily rising since 2014. Schmuck, 

who also attended the summit, also 

expressed disappointment with 

plans regarding the use of nuclear 

energy. “LMP and I constantly speak 

out against the upgrade of the Paks 

power plant,” she said, stressing that 

her party did not see the increase of 

the use of nuclear energy as a viable 

solution.

Asked to comment on Áder’s pledge 

to increase solar energy capacity 

tenfold and close down coal plants 

by 2030, Schmuck said: “We obviously 

welcome the shutdown of coal plants, 

although we want this to happen 

before 2030 and we’d also prefer, for 

instance, if the government didn’t 

extend the life cycle of Hungary’s 

Mátrai [coal-fired] power plant.”

SZiJJÁrtÓ: HungArY 
buiLDS on Strong 
biLAterAL LinKS WitH uS

Hungary builds on the “very strong” 

links it maintains with the US, including 

the results of a meeting between 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and US 

President Donald Trump in May and 

the success stories of US firms that 

have set up base in Hungary, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said.
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Szijjártó participated in a conference 

at the Center for European Policy 

Analysis (CEPA) in Washington, DC and 

told a roundtable with Visegrad Group 

government representatives that the US 

had played an important role in Hungary 

achieving the largest economic growth 

in the European Union.

He said there were several common 

elements in the policies pursued by 

Washington and Budapest. They both 

consider the protection of their own 

citizens and country borders priority 

tasks and maintain the right to decide 

who can enter their country and whom 

they want to live with, Szijjártó added.

The role of central and eastern Europe 

in international cooperation, including 

Transatlantic links, was also on the 

agenda of the Orbán-Trump meeting, 

he added. He said both countries 

considered it important to raise their 

voices against the persecution of 

Christians in conflict areas.

He also said that Hungary was 

hopeful about cooperation with 

the new president of Ukraine but 

expects action from Kiev. The previous 

Ukrainian leadership took rights away 

from Hungarians, including curbing 

the right to use the mother tongue, 

he added.

SZiJJÁrtÓ: HungAriAn 
moDeL ADVAnCeS 
priVAte SeCtor roLe  
in meeting 
DeVeLopment goALS

The Hungarian economic model 

enables companies in the private 

sector to take an increased role in 

fulfilling large-scale international 

development goals, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said. Szijjártó 

told a conference on sustainable 

development goals in New York, an 

accompanying event of the United 

Nations General Assembly session, 

that new challenges have developed 

on the level of the state and also in the 

private sector.

In line with the Hungarian 

model, financial stability and 

economic growth must work 

simultaneously, he said. This is 

why the Hungarian government 

has maintained taxes at the 

lowest level in European Union 

comparison and companies 

have the opportunity to carry 

out research, prepare new 

technologies and of fer expert 

training, he added.

Dual training in Hungary enables 

companies in the private sector to 

get involved in education at the 

earliest state, he said. The 17 main 

goals include quality education, he 

added, noting that Hungary spent as 

much as nearly 60 million dollars on 

this last year.  He also highlighted 

water management among the goals, 

adding that 20.5 million dollars was 

spent on this area from the central 

budget. Some 144 million dollars 

were spent on development goals 

which include global partnership, 

he said. Through these, Hungary has 

taken part in international efforts that 

aim to support among others African 

countries, he added.

goVt SpoX: europe 
SHouLD remoVe 
migrAntS, not ACCept 
tHem

Europe’s leadership should 

transport migrants back to their 

homelands, rather than settle them 

in the European Union, the Hungarian 

government spokesman said, in 

reaction to a recent proposal by four 

EU interior ministers on mandatory 

resettlement quotas. István Hollik 

noted that the proposal had been 

accepted by the German, Italian, 

French and Maltese interior ministers 

on Monday and would soon be 

submitted to the council of EU interior 

ministers.

Hungary is “concerned” by recent 

developments in Italy where ports 

have been reopened to accept 

migrants from Africa immediately after 

the formation of a leftist government 

earlier this month, Hollik said. The 

proposal will now prompt “millions” 

to set out for Europe, the spokesman 

warned.

Hungary is happy to take on 

responsibilities in transporting 

migrants back to their homelands 

but “taking part in resettlement and 

mandatory redistribution is out of the 

question,” Hollik said. 

The outgoing European Commission 

is “using its last weeks in office” to 

push through the quota agreement 

and “bind the hands of the new body 

which is to be set up in November”, 

Hollik said. The Hungarian government 
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will do everything in its power to 

thwart the EU accepting any guidelines 

or regulations on mandatory quotas, 

he said.

HungArY, CHinA  
to SpeeD up LoAn tALKS 
For buDApeSt-beLgrADe 
rAiL Line upgrADe

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó reached 

an agreement with his Chinese 

counterpart Wang Yi on speeding up 

talks on conditions for financing the 

upgrade of the Belgrade-Budapest rail 

line in New York. The contract for the 

project’s implementation will enter 

into force once the credit agreement 

between Hungary and China is signed, 

Szijjártó told MTI after his talks.

Concerning cooperation within the 

UN, Szijjártó said the two countries had 

strengthened their agreement under 

which China supports Hungary’s 

membership on the UNESCO executive 

board in exchange for Hungary’s 

backing of China’s membership on the 

UN Human Rights Council. Hungary 

intends to remain the “flagship” of 

cooperation between China and the 

CEE countries, he said, adding that 

the China-CEE relationship served the 

interests of the whole of the European 

Union. 

On the topic of trade, he said 

that Hungary, as a small and open 

economy, had no interest in the 

escalation of trade conflicts. “We hope 

that the United States and China, our 

two largest trading partners outside 

the European Union, can settle their 

disputes based on the principle of 

mutuality,” Szijjártó said.

The minister also said he had held 

talks with his Bulgarian counterpart 

Ekaterina Zaharieva, where they signed 

a bilateral educational and academic 

agreement.

KÖVÉr AttenDS 
eurASiAn HouSe 
SpeAKerS’ Summit  
in KAZAKHStAn

Hungarians are proud of being “the 

westernmost eastern nation”, Speaker 

of Parliament László Kövér said at the 

fourth Eurasian summit meeting 

of house speakers in Nur-Sultan. 

Hungary’s foreign policy lays emphasis 

on developing ties with eastern, Asian 

nations on the basis of common 

historical and cultural traditions; 

this is why in 2011 the government 

announced its foreign policy strategy 

of eastern opening, parliament’s press 

chief Zoltán Szilágyi quoted the house 

speaker as saying.

Kövér said that both Europe and Asia 

may become a major power centre 

in the emerging multipolar world 

order. Hungary aims to develop close 

cooperation with all the major world 

economic players, and supports efforts 

to develop a single Eurasian economic 

and free trade zone, Kövér said.

Hungary aims to develop close 

cooperation with all the major world 

economic players, and supports 

efforts to develop a single Eurasian 

economic and free trade zone, Kövér 

said. Meeting Nurlan Nigmatulin, 

chairman of the Mazhilis (lower 

house) of the Kazakh Parliament, Kövér 

called Kazakhstan Hungary’s strategic 

partner in Central Asia, one that acts 

as a bridge between Europe and Asia. 

Kövér also met Vyacheslav Volodin, 

chairman of the Russian State Duma. 

The two house speakers praised the 

dynamic development of relations 

between the two countries and two 

parliaments, and agreed to set up an 

inter-parliamentary committee to 

promote economic, trade, educational, 

cultural and tourism ties.

Kövér laid a wreath on the memorial 

of Hungarian political prisoners 

deported to Kazakhstan during Stalin’s 

communist dictatorial rule.

SZiJJÁrtÓ to Sign 
CooperAtion 
Agreement WitH WeSt 
VirginiA goVernor

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó will sign an economic 

cooperation agreement with the 

governor of the US state of West 

Virginia, Jim Justice. Ahead of the 

signing ceremony in Charleston, 

Szijjártó said that Hungarian-US 

cooperation was a success story in 

economy and defence, and, “since the 

Republican government has been in 

office, also politically.” 

West Virginia and Hungary have 

similar development trajectories, the 

minister noted. West Virginia has had 

the largest GDP growth among US 

states, and Hungary achieved the same 

among EU member states. Both have 
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“broken records in employment rates 

and exports” thanks to bold policy 

decisions, Szijjártó said. The cooperation 

agreement is of special importance with 

regard to the chemicals and ICT sectors, 

the minister said. Dow Chemical is West 

Virginia’s biggest company and the 

chemical industry is tied to 40% of the 

US state’s output, he said. West Virginia 

is also the home to an important 

network of data centres, and upgrades 

of those centres pose an opportunity 

for Hungarian IT companies, he added. 

StAte SeCY DiSCuSSeS 
eConomiC reLAtionS 
WitH KYrgYZ oFFiCiALS

Tamás Menczer, a state secretary of 

the Hungarian foreign ministry, held 

talks with Kyrgyz Economy Minister 

Sanzhar Mukanbetov and Deputy 

Foreign Minister Azizbek Madmarov in 

Bishkek and co-chaired the first meeting 

of the Hungarian-Kyrgyz Economic 

Committee. Hungary supports 

cooperation between Kyrgyzstan and 

the European Union and between 

the EU and the Eurasian Economic 

Union, he said. The state secretary said 

water management, environmental 

protection, healthcare, agriculture 

and the pharmaceutical industry are 

key areas of cooperation, he said.

pÁrbeSZÉD CALLS  
on goVt to pAVe WAY 
For euro entrY

The opposition Párbeszéd party 

submitted a draft resolution to 

parliament calling on the government 

to take steps so that the euro can be 

introduced in Hungary as soon as 

possible. At a press conference, deputy 

group leader Sándor Burány said Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and central 

bank governor György Matolcsy “had 

plunged the forint into the abyss”, with 

exchange rates worse than those during 

the economic crisis ten years ago.

The “abysmal” exchange rate 

serves the interests of multinational 

companies which sell their products 

in euro but pay their workers in forint, 

Burány said. In turn, Hungarian citizens 

getting their wages and keeping their 

savings in forint are hit by the bad 

exchange rate, which brings about 

inflation, he said.

DK: ‘europeAn, 
DemoCrAtiC’ HungArY 
At StAKe

At stake in next month’s municipal 

elections is whether Hungary “will 

become a democratic and European 

country”, Democratic Coalition MEP 

Klára Dobrev said in Debrecen, in 

eastern Hungary. “A European and 

democratic country can’t exist without 

European and democratic local 

councils,” Dobrev, who serves as a vice-

president of the European Parliament, 

told a town hall meeting. She accused 

ruling Fidesz’s mayors of “carrying out 

the orders of their party’s leadership” 

instead of representing their voters. 

“This is what we’re going to change,” 

she said, encouraging those present to 

vote for Zoltán Varga, the joint mayoral 

candidate of the Democratic Coalition, 

the Socialist Party, Párbeszéd and the 

Solidarity Movement, on October 13.

poLiCY mAKerS Keep 
bASe rAte on HoLD 

The Monetary Council of the National 

Bank of Hungary (NBH) decided to 

keep the central bank O/N deposit rate 

at -0.05% and the base rate at 0.90% 

at a monthly policy meeting. The 

decision was in line with expectations. 

In a statement released after the 

meeting, the council said risks to 

inflation had become asymmetric as 

downside risks strengthened further 

because of the slowdown in Europe 

and a loosening of monetary policy 

by big central banks. Because of the 

base effect of a fall in fuel prices last 

year, headline inflation is “likely to rise 

again until the end of 2019, and then to 

stabilise at the level of the 3% inflation 

target following a gradual decline”, the 

council said. Core inflation excluding 

indirect tax effects, a bellwether 

indicator of underlying inflation which 

rate-setters follow closely, is expected 

to “rise slightly” in the coming months 

“before decreasing to 3% along a lower 

than previously expected path, due to 

external disinflationary effects”, the 

council added.

JobbiK: Strong 
oppoSition CAn ACt 
more reSoLuteLY

The stronger the opposition against 

the government, the better it can 
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represent issues, such as men getting 

eligibility for early retirement after 40 

years of work and returning powers 

to local councils that the central 

government has taken away from 

them, the leader of conservative 

opposition Jobbik said.

Public education and the social 

sector are among these latter areas, 

Tamás Sneider told a press conference. 

Some jobs that involve intense 

physical labour cannot be carried out 

by people in their late 50s and early 

60s, he added. Hungary introduced 

Europe’s least flexible pension system 

in 2011, scrapping the possibility of 

early retirement to all except the 

disabled, he said. What ruling Fidesz 

does to Hungarians, especially to 

men, “practically equals to genocide”, 

the Jobbik leader said. They kill older 

people who cannot keep up with the 

young so around two-fifths of men 

hardly reach retirement age or die 

shortly after, he added. In response to 

a question, he said Gergely Karácsony, 

the opposition’s mayoral candidate for 

Budapest and current mayor of the 

city’s 14th district, was not a worse 

leader than any of his competitors and 

he is suitable to challenge István Tarlós 

as mayor of Budapest.

Site oF eur 1 bn pLAnt  
in HungArY HAnDeD 
oVer to bmW

A parcel of land in Debrecen, in eastern 

Hungary, on which BMW will build a 1 

billion euro plant was handed over to 

the German carmaker. Construction 

of infrastructure at the site has been 

completed and BMW Group has 

taken over ownership of the land. 

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics said some 130 billion 

forints (EUR 388.4m) in state funding 

had been allocated for upgrading 

transport infrastructure around the site 

and an additional 35 billion forints had 

been earmarked for improvements to 

the local school system.

HungAriAn pLAYer WinS 
puSKÁS AWArD in FiFA 
gALA

Hungarian soccer player Dániel 

Zsóri has won the FIFA Puskás Award 

granted to the scorer of the most 

spectacular goal of the year. The 

prestigious prize was presented to 

the 18-year-old striker at the Best 

FIFA Football Awards gala held in 

Milan on Monday night. As a player 

of Debrecen, Zsóri scored a crucial 

goal with a superb overhead kick in 

the last minute of a match against 

Ferencváros, the current champion, 

on February 16. “It is a great honour 

for me to be the first Hungarian to 

win the award named after Hungary’s 

all-time greatest soccer player,” Zsóri 

said at the ceremony.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, who did not attend this 

year’s gala, congratulated him on his 

Facebook page: “The Puskás Award 

has returned. Congratulations, Dániel 

Zsóri.”

Ferenc Puskás (1927-2006) was 

probably the best-known Hungarian 

in the world in the second half of the 

20th century, a prolific scorer who 

captained Hungary’s legendary Golden 

Team of the early 1950s and went on to 

establish a brilliant international career 

at Real Madrid. The Puskás Award was 

founded in 2009 under a Hungarian 

initiative.


