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Starting a family and having children is a matter of values and culture, Katalin Novák said. The summit’s mission, she added, 

was to find family-friendly solutions to demographic problems. This is why the event has brought together participants who 

see solutions in families, she said. “Genuine alliances” had begun to form at the forum and it was possible their achievements 

would be presented at the next demographic summit in 2021, she said.

Csaba Dömötör, a cabinet office state secretary, said family policy would define the future. “Family policy must not be 

choked by political correctness. It must be discussed openly without taboos,” he said. Besides providing needed support, 

it is also important to make the public well disposed towards the concept of the family, Dömötör said, adding that this 

required role models. “We must speak honestly about the saving role of families and the threats to that. We declare that 

the family must not be allowed to become a field of ideological experimentation,” he said.

Supporting and strengthening families is not just about finances, the state secretary 
for family and youth affairs said at the 3rd Budapest Demographic Summit.
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GoVt eXtenDS ‘State 
of CriSiS’ Due to maSS 
miGration

The government has decided to extend 

until March 7 next year the “state of crisis” 

in connection with mass migration 

in the interest of Hungary’s security 

and the protection of its borders, the 

government information centre said.

The centre said in a statement that 

illegal border crossing attempts have 

continued this year, with 7,000 attempts 

made since Jan. 1. It added that the 

situation in Serbia had now become 

critical, with several thousand illegal 

migrants in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

some 30,000 migrants in Greece.

Without Hungary’s southern fence 

and border control activities, the country 

would be the main transit route of illegal 

migration, similarly to the 2015 migrant 

crisis, it added.

The state of crisis measure enables 

law enforcement organisations to take 

“the most effective measures” against 

illegal entrants in the border zone and 

inside the country, the statement said. 

The government ordered the state of 

crisis in March 2016 and has upheld the 

measure since.

paLKoViCS: CorVinuS 
reStruCture CouLD 
attraCt neW priVate 
reSourCeS

The new model adopted by the 

government in the running of 

Budapest’s Corvinus University could 

help the institution attract new 

private resources, Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

said in an interview to Friday’s edition 

of the daily Magyar Nemzet. Palkovics, 

whose ministry recently took over the 

management of higher education, told 

the paper that Corvinus would continue 

to offer tuition-free education through 

the so-called Corvinus Scholarship. The 

government wants Hungarian students 

to have the chance to study at better 

and more competitive universities and 

obtain valuable degrees with which 

they can hold their own on the job 

market, the minister said.

Palkovics said there was no 

unemployment among higher 

education graduates in Hungary, 

which he said was a testament to the 

economy’s effectiveness in employing 

them. Meanwhile, he said Hungary’s 

education budget has increased by 

660 billion forints (EUR 2bn) since 

2010. More than 31% of Hungarians 

between the ages of 28 and 34 have 

higher education qualifications, he 

said, noting the European Union’s 

goal of increasing tertiary educational 

attainment to 40% in that age group.

KarÁCSonY: VoterS 
HaVe CHanCe for 
CHanGe in tHeir 
LoCaLitY

By supporting joint candidates of the 

opposition parties in the October local 

elections, voters will have a chance 

to change the future course of their 

area, Gergely Karácsony, the left-liberal 

opposition candidate for mayor of 

Budapest, said. The government has 

damaged health care, education and 

social care over the past nine years, 

Karácsony told a press conference.

“We want local governments to 

have a chance to repair the damage 

and become islands not only of 

freedom but of solidarity as well”, 

he said, adding that the opposition 

wanted a fairer and greener policy in 

the municipalities based on solidarity.

He said that as mayor of the Zugló 

district of Budapest he was proud of 

the social model established there, and 

it figured in every opposition party’s 

programme in terms of providing a 

national solution.

Bertalan Tóth, leader of the Socialist 

Party, said the main aim of the election 

campaign was to replace the “little 

kings” of the ruling Fidesz party. He 

noted that as well as opposition 

collaboration in the capital, the 

opposition has agreed to cooperate 

on candidates in 21 county seats and in 

89 localities with over 10,000 residents. 

Tóth said locals had a democratic right 

to self-government, so the opposition 

wants to establish a new framework 

for dialogue in local governments. 

Employee representatives should 

be given the chance to help the 

municipality form its economic 

development concepts, he added.

Tóth underlined the importance of a 

free media and freedom of expression, 

and he said priority areas for left-wing 

local governments would be social 

services, education and climate 

protection.
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Answering a question, Karácsony said 

that once the opposition had handed 

in the supporting signatures of voters, 

they would refrain from collecting any 

further signatures. Karácsony insisted 

that the central government only took 

money away from Budapest rather than 

ploughing funds into it, and the city had 

provided a big windfall of capital to the 

central government over the last nine 

years, while the city’s debts amounted 

to 150 billion forints (EUR 455m). Noting 

that the EU is expected to allow direct 

financing of municipalities in the next 

cycle, he said the measure would 

provide a great opportunity to finance 

the capital.

Zugló, Karácsony said, had won 

direct EU funding worth 2 billion forints 

to build affordable housing. He added 

that he was proud the district had 

made nearly 7 billion forints worth of 

improvements using its own resources. 

Almost all kindergartens have been 

partially or completely renovated, and 

this is true of district public parks too, 

he said. On the controversial subject of 

parking arrangements in his district for 

which he has received strong criticism, 

Karácsony said Zugló had voted for a 

manifesto that included establishing 

pay zones, explaining that parking had 

not been available in the district. After 

teething problems, a parking system 

has now been created that is expected 

to produce revenue of 1 million forints 

a day. He noted that today, residents 

can park free of charge in their own 

neighbourhood. At the next council 

meeting, it will be decided how to move 

forward on the issue of parking, he said.

ÁDer meetS GeorGian 
ortHoDoX CHurCH 
LeaDer

Hungarian President János Áder 

met Catholicos-Patriarch of All 

Georgia Ilia II in Tbilisi, wrapping up 

a three-day visit to Georgia. At the 

meeting, Áder lauded the actions 

of the patriarch which contributed 

to Georgia’s achievement of 

independence, the establishment 

of peace and national growth. The 

president also praised the patriarch’s 

“exemplary” encouragement of 

Georgians to have children.

Ilia II has vowed to personally 

baptise and be the godfather to 

the third child of every Georgian 

family. Ilia II said he so far had 

50,000 godchildren. He thanked 

Áder for the help Hungary has 

provided for Georgia’s agriculture 

and the international exchange 

opportunities it offers to Georgian 

students.

moSuL arCHbiSHop 
WeLComeS HunGarY’S 
aiD to SCHooL 
ConStruCtion in iraQi 
KurDiStan

Construction of a school has 

started in Iraqi Kurdistan, financed 

by the Hungarian state, Nikodemes 

Dawood Sharaf, Syrian orthodox 

archbishop of Mosul, told public 

broadcaster M1. The archbishop 

welcomed the construction saying 

that “if you want to change society 

you need to start with schools”. 

Religious leaders have an obligation 

to keep Christians in their 

homeland, the archbishop said. 

People need to be encouraged to 

stay because “it is an important 

message for all Christians”, he said. 

According to the archbishop, Iraq 

now has a Christian community of 

300,000 as opposed to 1.6 million 

in 2003. 

The archbishop spoke highly 

of Hungary as the only country 

which sends direct aid to church 

organisations in the region.

inDuStriaL output 
GroWtH reaCHeS 
DoubLe DiGitS in JuLY

Output of Hungary’s industrial sector 

rose by an annual 12.0 % in July, the 

highest rate in more than two years, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

in a first reading of data. Adjusted for 

the number of workdays, industrial 

output was up 8.7%. KSH said most 

manufacturing segments contributed 

to the increase. Output of the 

automotive segment, which has the 

biggest weight in the industrial sector, 

“expanded significantly” and, at the 

same time, output of the computer, 

electronics and optical equipment 

segment and of the food, drinks and 

tobacco products segment rose over 

the headline figure, it added.

Gergely Suppan, an analyst at 

Takarékbank, told MTI that the data 

had outperformed all forecasts and 
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far surpassed “extremely weak” 

European and German indices. He 

put the positive figures down to 

the acceleration of the production 

of several new car models, rising 

export capacity and strong 

domestic demand. Gábor Regős 

of the Századvég think-tank said 

double-digit growth in industrial 

production was good news, especially 

considering German industry’s weak 

performance. German companies, he 

added, may cut back on production 

where labour costs are high and 

choose to increase production in 

Hungary instead. Péter Virovácz of ING 

Bank said growth seen since the start 

of 2017 was definitely linked to vehicle 

production. He said the fluctuation, 

however, did not amount to a trend 

increase, and a positive change after 

the summer months may not be on 

the cards.

HunGarY poStS traDe 
SurpLuS of eur 276 m in 
JuLY

Hungary posted a trade surplus in 

July of 276 million euros, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a first 

reading of data. The surplus was up 

19 million euros from the same month 

a year earlier. Exports rose by an annual 

7.6% to 9.003 billion euros. Imports 

were also up 7.6 % at 8.727 billion. 

Trade with other European Union 

member states accounted for about 

80% of exports and 74% of imports.

For the period January-July, exports 

grew by an annual 3.8% to 64.021 

billion euros and imports rose by 5.8% 

to 60.659 billion. The trade surplus 

for the period stood at 3.361 billion, 

narrowing by 1.003 billion euros from 

the same period a year earlier.

priCe of aLCoHoLiC 
DrinKS in HunGarY 23% 
unDer eu aVeraGe

Consumer price levels for alcoholic 

beverages in Hungary stood 23% 

under the European Union average 

last year, data compiled by Eurostat 

show. 

The relative price of alcoholic 

beverages was lower only in Bulgaria 

and Romania, where they were 26% 

under the EU average. Prices for 

alcoholic beverages were 18% under 

the EU average in the Czech Republic 

and 14% under the average in Poland. 

In Slovakia, prices were 10% under the 

average. Hungary raised the public 

health tax on alcoholic beverages from 

the start of 2019, causing the prices 

of such products to climb well over 

headline inflation.


