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Hungary is a European leader in spending close to 5% of its GDP on its population policy, but the government’s family 

policy is focused solely on eliminating the physical and financial obstacles to having children faced by young couples 

today, Kövér told a podium discussion at a summer camp organised by the Hungarian Youth of Transylvania association 

in Gheorgheni (Gyergyószentmiklós). But the hard part is yet to come, he said, arguing that a turnaround of Hungary’s 

current demographic trend would also require a change in mentality. The multi-child family model must be made into a 

trend, he added.

Kövér said there has already been a positive example of this in Szeklerland. He said that in a certain village, the birth rate 

outstripped the number of deaths because families with 2-4 children had become common.

He added that people should be made to realise that “good Hungarians are not those who speak Hungarian but those who 

have 3-4 children and 9-16 grandchildren who all speak Hungarian and are committed to the nation’s cause.”

Improving Hungary’s demographic situation will require a change in mentality in addition 
to removing obstacles to having children, Speaker of Parliament László Kövér said.

HOUSE SPEAKER CALLS FOR MENTALITY CHANGE

Stats office presents figures on 
construction in June 2019
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KÖVÉR: HUNGARY WANTS 
TO PROSPER WITH 
NEIGHBOURS

Hungary wants both itself and its 

neighbours to be strong nation states 

capable of guaranteeing national 

dignity and economic prosperity to 

their native and minority communities, 

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér said 

in Ștefănești (Székelyszentistván), in 

central Romania.

Addressing the 23rd meeting of 

the so-called Szent Király Alliance 

comprising settlements in the 

Carpathian Basin with “Szentistván” 

and “Szentkirály” in their Hungarian 

name, Kövér said Hungarians knew 

that economic, transport, logistics 

and cultural cooperation was the only 

way forward for central and eastern 

European countries today.

Progress today cannot be achieved 

through the movement of borders, 

exclusivity by majority native 

populations, the falsification of history 

or acts of provocation meant to 

intimidate other groups, Kövér told the 

event held at the village’s Reformed 

church. 

“Ignoring this lesson will mean all 

countries and nations of the central 

European region will end up on the 

losing side of history,” he said.

Kövér noted that over the course of 

its history, Hungary had gone through 

many battles and events after which 

its future seemed uncertain “but it 

was always capable of a rebirth”. He 

attributed this to King St. Stephen 

laying Hungary’s foundations on solid 

ground some 1,000 years ago, and 

making Hungary a part of Christian 

Europe. “By our best intentions, this 

has been reflected in Hungary’s state 

policy since 2010,” he said. The speaker 

added that it was thanks to St. Stephen 

that after a millennium, Hungarians 

were still the most populous people 

and Hungary the most populous 

country in the Carpathian Basin, with 

Hungarian being the most widely 

spoken language.

At an ecumenical worship service, 

Transylvanian Reformed Bishop Béla 

Kató said it was impossible to be a 

Christian by “picking and choosing the 

parts of the Bible that we like”. “We can 

only survive if God and our conscience 

speak to us,” he added.

István Kovács, a senior official of 

the Unitarian Church, said: “There’s 

no reason to despair; time is on the 

side of Hungarians because we didn’t 

acquire our homeland in a quick trick 

but rather built it throughout an entire 

millennium.”

KARÁCSONY INTRODUCES 
OPPOSITION’S 11TH 
DISTRICT MAYORAL 
CANDIDATE

The local council elections on October 

13 will be a day of change, Gergely 

Karácsony, the opposition’s joint 

candidate for Budapest mayor, said, 

introducing the opposition’s local 

mayoral candidate in Budapest’s 11th 

district. The majority of Budapest 

residents want change and parties 

that run jointly against ruling 

Fidesz’s candidates understand 

their responsibility, Karácsony said 

introducing Imre László of the 

Democratic Coalition (DK). 

“As a result, Budapest residents will 

be able to take their city back from 

Fidesz oligarchs,” he added.

Karácsony said Budapest people 

already knew what it felt like when 

their hospitals, schools and other 

institutions are taken away from them. 

“The closer something gets to 

[Prime Minister] Viktor Orbán, the least 

effectively it will work,” he added.

László said the six parties and several 

civil organisations supporting him have 

joined forces because they believe in 

the importance of serving locals and 

not because they want to seize power.

LMP CALLS ON GOV’T 
TO SUPPORT CLIMATE-
FRIENDLY FARMING 
TECHNOLOGIES

The green opposition LMP, citing a 

report by UNESCO’s Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), is 

calling on the government to support 

climate-friendly farming technologies, 

transform the agricultural subsidy 

system and increase green areas.

The IPCC special report which was 

published a few days ago addresses 

issues such as desertification, land 

degradation, food security and 

greenhouse gas emissions, concluding 

that the current form of land use 

significantly contributes to climate 

change, MP Erzsébet Schmuck said.
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Agricultural production accounts for 

a third of greenhouse gas emissions 

and 30% of the produce ends up 

as waste, while extreme weather 

conditions negatively affect harvests, 

Schmuck said. If the trend continues, 

food supplies will pose a challenge 

for humanity, she added. Based on 

the report, the European greens are 

calling for a reform of the common 

agricultural policy and the protection 

of arable lands, she said.

LMP wants the government to realise 

that the situation is even worse in 

Hungary because temperatures are 

rising faster than average and the 

proportion of croplands is high. LMP 

calls on the government to support 

a common agricultural policy that 

involves effective steps towards 

transforming farming subsidies 

and focuses on providing resources 

for climate-friendly technologies, 

Schmuck said. She also insisted that 

the government should announce a 

moratorium on the use of green areas 

and encourage brownfield investment 

projects as against greenfield ones.

COMPANIES SURVIVAL 
PROBABILITY IMPROVES - KSH

The five-year survival ratio of 

business entities, looking at which 

ones were active five years after their 

establishment, rose to 40% in 2017, up 

from 37% in 2016, data from the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) shows.

Before the 2008 crisis the survival 

ratio was above 43% then it dropped 

quickly in the following years. The 

ratio stopped falling in 2013 but it 

only started to meaningfully improve 

in 2015. 

Out of 31,998 companies founded in 

2012, 43.3% were active in 2017 and out 

of the 24,678 sole proprietors 34.6% 

were still in business five years later.

Businesses in the healthcare and 

social services segment had a 57.5% 

survival ratio. Industrial, research, 

information and communication 

businesses also had an above the 

average 45% survival ratio. Financial 

and insurance entities had the lowest 

survival rate at 13% five years into their 

lifespan.

HUNGARY EXPECTS 10% 
ANNUAL GROWTH IN 
TOURISM SECTOR

Hungary is expected to report a 10% 

growth rate in its tourism sector for 

the full year of 2019 which is above the 

EU average, the head of the Hungarian 

Tourism Agency said. Growth in the 

sector was 9.3% in January-June, Zoltán 

Guller said in Sümeg, near Lake Balaton, 

in western Hungary. Compared with 

2010, the sector has continued to 

expand and since 2016 has grown by 

an annual 10%.

Tourism today is an engine of 

growth expanding twice as fast as the 

country’s GDP, Guller said. Concerning 

tourism development plans in the 

country’s leading holiday resort area 

of Lake Balaton, he said it included 18 

EU-funded infrastructure development 

projects in Balatonfüred, Hévíz, Tihany 

and Badacsony. Guller noted that the 

Balaton region drew 773,000 guests 

spending a total of 2.1 million guest 

nights there in January-June.

Foreign guests come from Germany, 

Russia and Austria, he said, adding that 

the number of visitors from Romania, 

China, Slovakia and the Netherlands 

continued to rise.

GOVT OFFICIAL VISITS 
ETHNIC HUNGARIAN CAMP 
IN SWEDEN

Péter Szilágyi, ministerial commissioner 

in charge of ethnic Hungarian 

communities, met a group of young 

diaspora Hungarians in Hälleberga, 

in southern Sweden, the Prime 

Minister’s Office said. Szilágyi visited 

the Blue Flower Hungarian language 

camp organised at the city’s Youth 

Centre that has been purchased 

and renovated by the Hungarian 

government, the statement said. “Over 

its decades-long operation, the camp 

has reminded hundreds of Hungarian 

children of and helped them preserve 

their national identity, culture and 

native language,” the PM’s Office said. 

Szilágyi thanked the local Hungarian 

organisations, teachers and parents 

for their efforts in setting a positive 

example, it added.

The camp covers a given period 

in Hungarian history each year but 

also focuses on the geography of the 

Carpathian Basin and the Hungarian 

literature of the period in question. 

Campers are divided up into four-five 

age groups. This year, 40 children and 

19 instructors are attending the camp.
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The government places great 

emphasis on Hungarian diaspora 

communities, whom it considers 

“assets”, the Prime Minister’s office 

said, adding that “the up-and-coming 

generation represents the future of the 

Hungarian people.”

OVER 400 TONNES OF 
WHEAT COLLECTED 
TO MAKE BREAD OF 
HUNGARIANS

So far, about 400 tonnes of wheat 

has been collected from all parts 

of the country as part of the Bread 

of Hungarians charity programme 

ahead of the August 20 national 

holiday. Speaking in Nemeshany, in 

western Hungary, state secretary of 

the ministry of agriculture Sándor 

Farkas said the donations collected 

from nineteen counties and from 

twelve ethnic Hungarian communities 

in neighbouring countries will be 

given to charity organisations to help 

children in need. Farkas said the Bread 

of Hungarians programme “gathers us 

together the way Hungarians are united 

by their respect for bread, expressing 

the unity of Hungarians living across 

the world.” Collection will continue until 

the end of August, and the amount is 

expected to reach or exceed the 605 

tonnes collected last year.

The state secretary said the 

approaching national holiday, August 

20, marks the end of the wheat harvest, 

the founding of the Hungarian state and 

the anniversary of the canonisation of 

King St. Stephen. He added that the 

Bread of Hungarians programme is a 

worthy preparation for St. Stephen’s 

Day, a celebration of the unity of 

Hungarians. Farkas noted that Hungary’s 

wheat harvest reached 5 million 

tonnes this year. He noted that in 2011, 

when the initiative was launched, the 

donations offered by farmers totalled 

10 tonnes, which gradually increased 

to 605 tonnes last year.

TWO TURKISH MEN 
EXPELLED FOR ATTACKING 
BORDER POLICE

Two Turkish men, father and son, have 

been expelled in a fast-track court 

procedure from Hungary because they 

had attacked border police in Röszke, 

the Central Investigating Prosecutor’s 

Office said. 

The Turkish family living in 

Germany was waiting in line on 

the motorway to leave Hungary for 

Serbia on August 6. The father got 

into an argument with a biker who 

took them over, shaking his fist close 

to his face. A police officer warned 

him to stop threatening the biker 

and pushed him away. The father 

grabbed the officer and a colleague 

of his by their clothes, pulling them 

closer. He also grabbed a third border 

police, ripping off his badge of rank. 

The son interfered by pushing away 

the officers from his father. The 

two men pleaded guilty and the 

prosecutor’s office sent them to 

court within two days.

The Szeged district court ruled that 

they had committed an act of violence 

against an official and gave both of 

them a 14-month prison sentence 

suspended for 18 months. Further, 

the two Turkish citizens were expelled 

from Hungary for one year.


