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Árpád János Potápi, the state secretary with the Prime Minister’s Office responsible for Hungarian communities abroad, said 

Hungarian communities were now stronger and ready to get through tougher times should there be any hardships. He 

said for the past thirty years the summer university in Băile Tușnad (Tusnádfürdő), in central Romania, had been a hotbed 

of ideas shaping today’s policy for Hungarian communities abroad. Between 2018 and 2022, the Hungarian government 

is further strengthening the national identity of Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin, as well as supporting families and 

competitiveness by boosting Hungarian companies and communities in the region, Potápi said.

The Băile Tușnad summer university is being held for the 30th time this year. The event provides a forum for ethnic 

Hungarians to talk with each other as well as to the many visitors from the Carpathian Basin, the Hungarian government 

and neighbouring countries, with guests from Slovakia, Croatia and Serbia as well as Hungary and Romania.

The government’s policy for Hungarian communities abroad achieved a 
“breakthrough” in the 2010s, an official said at the opening of this year’s “Tusványos” 
Summer University.
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NÉMETH: NATIONAL 
COHESION AMONG 
HUNGARIANS STRONGER 
THAN EVER

Zsolt Németh, head of the Hungarian 

parliament’s Foreign Affairs 

Committee and one of the founders 

of the Băile Tușnad summer university 

in 1990, said at the opening of the 

30th “Tusványos” Summer University 

that national cohesion among 

Hungarians was now stronger than 

ever. Central Europe is now capable 

of standing up together against an 

“aggressive utopia called federalism 

promoted throughout Europe”, 

aimed at “dismantling” national 

identities, sovereignty and Christian 

values, Németh said. The Hungarian 

government is committed to 

reuniting Europe, but as a Europe of 

nations, he added.

FINANCE MINISTER: 
MEASURES TO PROTECT 
ECONOMIC GROWTH 
COME INTO FORCE

Two measures of the economic action 

plan announced in May have come 

into force on Wednesday, Finance 

Minister Mihály Varga said, adding 

that the plan’s aim is to protect the 

Hungarian economy amid a slowdown 

in Europe. 

The measures to rid businesses of 

advance tax payments will further 

streamline their tax administration, 

while an expansion of tax relief for 

developments will pave the way for 

more investments in Hungary, Varga 

told MTI. The government wants to 

ensure that domestic growth remains 

at least 2 percentage points above 

the EU average in the coming years, 

he said. The abolition of advance 

tax payments will affect 40,000 

businesses, which means they will 

have fully 170 billion forints (EUR 

523m) to play with for an additional 

five months. They will pay their 

taxes in May when their tax returns 

are prepared, rather than in mid-

December, Varga noted.

The second measure to come 

into force on Wednesday involves 

lowering the threshold for tax relief 

on developments for small enterprises 

from 500 million forints to 300 million 

and to 400 million for medium-sized 

firms.

KÓSA: HUNGARY BACKS 
NATO ACCESSION OF 
BALKAN STATES

Hungary supports the accession 

of the Balkan countries to NATO, 

the head of parliament’s defence 

and law enforcement committee 

said, arguing that a stable Balkan 

region was in Hungary’s interest. 

Addressing a panel discussion at the 

30th “Tusványos” Summer University 

in Băile Tușnad (Tusnádfürdő), 

in central Romania, Lajos Kósa 

underlined the importance of the 

Balkan countries’ role in curbing 

migration. Hungary’s interest 

also lies in a strong, unified and 

competent NATO, Kósa said, arguing 

that Hungary could only protect 

its citizens as a member of NATO. 

He said Hungary supports every 

endeavour within NATO that is in 

line with its founding treaty, noting 

its provision that NATO is open 

to the accession of all European 

countries. It is also in Hungary’s 

interest that NATO be able to take 

effective action in regions deemed 

to be security risks, Kósa added. As 

regards NATO-Russia relations, he 

rejected accusations that Hungary’s 

government was pursuing pro-

Russia policies. Hungary adheres 

to its international commitments, 

including the economic sanctions 

imposed on Russia, “even though it 

only hurts Hungarian exporters and 

doesn’t even come close to bringing 

Russia to heel”, he said. Meanwhile, 

Kósa said Germany was “helping the 

Russian energy sector to billions of 

euros worth of investments” via 

its gas imports through the Nord 

Stream pipeline.

Igor Merheim-Eyre, programme 

director at the British International 

Republican Institute, said Russia was 

a threat to the region and urged central 

European NATO member states to 

boost their cooperation. He said the 

Visegrad Group comprising the Czech 

Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia 

should work together to have their 

voices heard on security policy.

Gergely Berzi, director for foreign 

affairs at Hungary’s 21st Century 

Institute, said the enlargement of 

NATO to include the Balkan countries 
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could be achieved quicker than many 

would hope. He did not rule out that 

Serbia, too, would eventually have an 

interest in deepening its ties with the 

Euro-Atlantic bloc.

FIDESZ MEP: EU-
MERCOSUR PACT SHOULD 
GUARANTEE HUNGARIAN 
FARMERS’ PROTECTION

Hungary will only approve the EU’s 

new free trade pact with South 

America’s Mercosur trading bloc 

if it guarantees the protection of 

Hungarian farmers’ interests, a newly 

elected MEP of ruling Fidesz said in 

Brussels. Balázs Hidvéghi, a member of 

the European Parliament’s Agriculture 

and Rural Development Committee, 

discussed topical agricultural issues 

with European Commission officials. “It 

is important for Hungarian farmers that 

the EU conclude bilateral agreements 

that protect domestic farmers and 

provide guarantees on excluding the 

use of double standards,” he said. A 

sharp increase in agricultural goods 

from overseas and the planned cut 

in EU farming subsidies may hurt 

Hungarian agriculture and the interests 

of Hungarian farmers, Hidvéghi said. 

“Hungarian farmers expect us to 

enforce their interests,” he argued.

A political agreement on an EU-

Mercosur free trade deal was reached 

late last month after 20 years of 

negotiations. Experts, however, 

consider the ratification process 

“rough”, foreseeing objection by some 

of the member states.

ANALYST: TRÓCSÁNYI’S 
NOMINATION TO EU 
COMMISSIONER HAS 
STRONG FOOTING

The nomination of former justice 

minister László Trócsányi to replace 

Tibor Navracsics as Hungary’s 

European Commissioner is strongly 

founded in terms of his political 

professionalism and personality, an 

analyst of the Századvég Foundation 

said. Trócsányi may be in a position 

to contribute to the work of the 

commission in a way that would “steer 

the body back to its original mission”, 

Petra Halkó of the think-tank told 

current affairs channel M1. Meanwhile, 

Halkó said EC President-elect Ursula 

von der Leyen’s unprecedented 

request to achieve gender parity in 

the commission was a welcome move 

from a feminist perspective. But, she 

added, this should not be a decisive 

matter when it came to an important 

political body. European Union 

member states have until August 26 

to name candidates for commissioner 

and the EP is expected to vote on them 

in October.

LMP CALLS ON GOVT 
TO PRESENT CLIMATE 
OBJECTIVES

Green opposition LMP called on 

the government to publish its 

climate objectives before the United 

Nations’ September climate summit 

in New York. Erzsébet Schmuck, the 

party’s deputy group leader, said 

global warming has already caused 

substantial economic damage in 

Hungary. Farm production has fallen 

and houses have been wrecked due to 

extreme weather, she said. Schmuck 

said the ecosystem in Hungary 

should be made more resilient and 

the country should commit to a 

steeper reduction of greenhouse gas 

emissions. The government should 

refrain from vetoing EU climate goals 

and map out Hungary’s path to carbon 

neutrality, she said. Expanding the 

use of sustainable energy resources 

and building insulation should also 

be focal points, she said. Should 

the government fail to produce 

its objectives, LMP will initiate an 

extraordinary parliamentary session 

to debate the subject, she said.

HUNGARY COMMISSIONER 
DECORATES BADEN-
WÜRTTEMBERG MINISTER

Zoltán Balog, the commissioner for 

social affairs, presented Guido Wolf, the 

justice and European affairs minister of 

Baden-Württemberg, with the Order 

of Merit of Hungary, Medium Cross, in 

Stuttgart. Speaking to MTI by phone, 

Balog praised Wolf’s past efforts in 

nurturing and strengthening German-

Hungarian relations. The commissioner 

noted that in 2016, Germany’s Green 

party had initiated cutting or overall 

scrapping funding for Budapest’s 

Andrássy Gyula University, the only 

German-language university outside 

a German-speaking territory. Wolf, 
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he noted, took up the issue in order 

to prevent cuts to the university’s 

funding. Balog praised Wolf for having 

remained a strong supporter of the 

university ever since, both financially 

and intellectually.

HUNGARY, INDIA WATER 
PURIFICATION PROJECT 
CONCLUDED

Hungary’s Pannon University in 

Veszprém and the Energy and 

Resources Institute of India have 

concluded a three-year natural water 

purification project, the university said. 

They have developed a technology 

capable of removing bioactive 

antibiotics, hormones, drug residues 

and phenolic derivatives present 

in small quantities in industrial 

wastewaters and surface waters,it 

said. The project was implemented 

between July 1, 2016 and June 30 this 

year under a Hungary-India research 

and development cooperation 

scheme. It was supported by Hungary’s 

National Research, Development and 

Innovation Office with a 28.7 million 

forint (EUR 88,000) grant.

BUMCHUN PRECISION TO 
BUILD EUR 40 M PLANT IN 
HUNGARY

South-Korea-based Bumchun 

Precision said it would build a 

13.3 billion forint (EUR 40m) plant 

supplying parts for electric cars in 

Salgótarján, in northern Hungary. The 

Hungarian government is providing 

2.65 billion forints for the construction 

of the plant which will create 200 

jobs, Péter Szijjártó, the minister of 

foreign affairs and trade, told a press 

conference in Budapest. The plant will 

be Bumchun Precision’ first foreign 

plant, Szijjártó said.

INSPECTIONS REVEAL 
ALCOHOL OF DUBIOUS 
QUALITY IN BUDAPEST’S 
‘PARTY DISTRICT’

Many bars and shops in Budapest’s 

popular “party district” are selling 

alcoholic drinks without an excise 

seal, and often poor quality beverages 

are sold as premium products, 

according to tax and food safety 

inspectors. A series of inspections by 

tax authority NAV and the food safety 

body NÉBIH in Budapest’s seventh and 

eighth districts found irregularities in 

over half of the shops and bars in the 

tourist hotspot, a NAV statement said. 

The authorities seized products and, 

in one case, equipment and cash in 

lieu of 15 million forints (EUR 46,100) 

of outstanding debt. Just before the 

inspections, the number of invoices 

issued rose by 20,000, and 230 

workers in temporary employment 

were registered, the statement added.

WW2 EXPLOSIVES FOUND 
IN DOWNTOWN BUDAPEST

Two bombs dating from the second 

world war were found in downtown 

Budapest, a Hungarian Army bomb 

disposal unit communications officer 

told MTI. The unit has so far found 

a Soviet and a German explosive 

device near the Ferris wheel on 

Erzsébet Square in the city centre, 

Milán Gajdos said. Pedestrian traffic 

was restricted in a fifty-meter 

radius around the area popular with 

tourists.

HUNGARY SENDS 
POLICE UNITS TO NORTH 
MACEDONIA, SERBIA

Hungary has sent new police 

contingents to help local forces patrol 

the borders in North Macedonia 

and Serbia, the national police said 

on its website. The national police 

headquarters has sent a 40-strong 

contingent to North Macedonia 

and a 35-member unit to Serbia. 

The police officers will be tasked 

with investigating and preventing 

illegal entry into Serbia and North 

Macedonia and help with arresting 

people smugglers and illegal 

migrants. The units will be equipped 

with off-road vehicles and thermal 

cameras.


