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At the meeting in Štrbské Pleso, northern Slovakia, Szijjártó said the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

offered a forum for “dialogue between the west and the east”. Sensible dialogue is of great importance for central European 

countries, he added. “The time for partnership instead of lecturing has come in international politics,” he said. It should be 

accepted that all nations know what’s best for them, he added.

Szijjártó told Hungarian media that ethnic minorities’ rights had been harmed recently in eastern Europe. Hungarian 

minorities in Ukraine have been suffering from attacks to their right to the use of Hungarian and education. “We expect 

the new Ukrainian president and leadership to put an end to that…” he said.

Another task is to unequivocally state that the persecution of Christians in the world is unacceptable, Szijjártó said. “The 

persecution of Christians must be stopped, but so must the practice of many western European approaches suggesting 

that anti-Christian sentiment is the last acceptable form of discrimination,” he said.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó called for respect for each country’s domestic policy 
decisions and an end to the “politics of interference and lecturing”, at an informal 
meeting of foreign ministers of OSCE member states.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: END ‘LECTURING’ IN POLITICS
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VARGA: EU 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
FOR HUNGARy BASED ON 
‘DOUBLE STANDARD’ 

Finance Minister Mihály Varga said 

that the European Union’s country-

specific recommendations for 

Hungary were “not based on real 

facts but on a double standard”, 

in a statement issued by his 

ministry. He added that Hungary 

had not supported the adoption 

of the recommendations and 

had protested the procedure in a 

separate declaration. “The Hungarian 

government expects the results of 

the European Parliament elections 

in May to have a positive impact on 

the operation of the EU’s system of 

institutions soon, and that current 

policy will then not creep into 

professional matters,” Varga said.

“Hungary finds it concerning that 

the European Commission failed to 

take into consideration Hungary’s 

stand on disputed parts [of the 

recommendations]. It is unfortunate 

that the proposals by the Finnish 

presidency to modify the text did 

not take suitable stock of Hungary’s 

concerns,” he added. Varga said 

the merit of Hungary’s economic 

performance is “indisputable”, noting 

that the country’s GDP growth in 

the first quarter of 2019 was close 

to three times the EU average, the 

unemployment rate is among the 

lowest in Europe and wage growth 

has been continuous.

The Economic and Financial Affairs 

Council configuration (Ecofin) issued 

its 2019 recommendations and 

opinions to member states on their 

economic, employment and fiscal 

policies after a meeting in Brussels. 

Hungary’s overall poverty situation 

has been improving since 2013 

and the share of people at risk of 

poverty and social exclusion is falling, 

Ecofin said. In recommendations for 

Hungary, the Council urged action to 

correct the significant deviation from 

the adjustment path towards the 

medium-term budgetary objective 

by ensuring compliance with an 

earlier Council recommendation. 

In the earlier recommendation, the 

Council pointed out the need for 

measures to keep the nominal growth 

rate of net primary government 

expenditures from exceeding 3.3% 

in 2019, corresponding to an annual 

structural adjustment of 1.0% of GDP. 

The Council also recommended 

steps to ensure the nominal growth 

rate of net primary government 

expenditure does not exceed 4.7% 

in 2020, corresponding to an annual 

structural adjustment of 0.75% of GDP. 

The Council recommended action to 

continue the labour market integration 

of Hungary’s most vulnerable groups, 

improve education outcomes 

and increase the participation of 

disadvantaged groups, in particular 

Roma, in mainstream education. The 

Council said a focus should be placed 

on investment-related economic 

policy on research and innovation, 

low-carbon energy, transport 

infrastructure, and waste management 

and energy and resource efficiency, 

taking into account regional disparities. 

Competition in public procurement 

should also be improved, it added. The 

Council urged steps to reinforce the 

anti-corruption framework, including 

by improving prosecutorial efforts 

and access to public information, and 

strengthen judicial independence. 

The Council said Hungary should 

continue simplifying the tax system, 

while strengthening it against the risk 

of aggressive tax planning.

HUNGARIAN, ROMANIAN 
FMS DISCUSS WWI 
CEMETERy ISSUE,  
ADMIN LAW  

Hungary’s foreign minister discussed 

with his Romanian counterpart 

Romania’s recently adopted 

administrative code and developments 

at a commemoration in that country’s 

WWI military cemetery at Valea Uzului 

(Úzvölgye), Romania. Péter Szijjártó 

held talks with Teodor Melescanu in 

Štrbské pleso (Csorbató), northern 

Slovakia, on the sidelines of an informal 

meeting of foreign ministers of the 

Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe (OSCE) countries. 

In connection with the administrative 

law, Szijjártó asked Melescanu to take 

steps to ensure that a provision on 

minority rights be again incorporated 

in the legislation, Hungary’s foreign 

ministry said. The provision would 

guarantee for minorities the use 

of their mother tongue even if the 
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community makes up for less than 

20% of the region’s population.

Szijjártó also asked his colleague to 

help facilitate further consultations 

between the two countries’ experts 

on the issue of the Valea Uzului 

cemetery and to promote a joint 

visit to the site as soon as possible. 

In April this year, the local council 

erected a memorial site for Romanian 

soldiers fallen in the second world 

war within the cemetery. Ahead of 

the site’s inauguration late on June 6, 

the visitors of that event clashed with 

Szekler demonstrators and eventually 

forced their way into the cemetery. 

Hungary has slammed the incident 

as “blasphemous, in violation of laws 

and international agreements and 

also deeply immoral” and demanded 

the site’s restoration, where they 

said the memorial had been erected 

over the ashes of Hungarian soldiers. 

Szijjártó underlined to Melescanu the 

Hungarian government’s intention that 

bilateral relations should be restored to 

rest on mutual respect and developed 

in a positive effort.

ORBÁN TO ADDRESS 30TH 
BÁLVÁNyOS SUMMER 
UNIVERSITy

Between July 23 and 28, the 30th 

Bálványos Summer University and 

Student Camp will take place in Băile 

Tușnad (Tusnádfürdő), in central 

Romania, with the customary keynote 

address by Hungarian Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán. The main themes being 

explored this year are the future of 

Europe and Transylvania, Hungarian 

national unity and the change of 

political system 30 years ago.  Orbán 

will give a lecture on Saturday on the 

big stage together with László Tőkés, 

head of the Transylvanian Hungarian 

National Council. Fidesz lawmaker 

Zsolt Németh, the event’s founder 

and chairman of the Hungarian 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee, 

will moderate. Also, podium 

discussions will be held to mark the 

100th anniversary of the first world war 

and the Trianon Peace Treaty.

JOBBIK, MOMENTUM, 
LMP TO FIELD JOINT 
CANDIDATE FOR 
DEBRECEN MAyOR 

The opposition Jobbik, Momentum, 

and LMP parties will field Ábel Csanád 

Kőszeghy as their joint candidate for 

the post of mayor in Debrecen, in 

eastern Hungary, in the upcoming 

municipal elections, representatives 

of the three parties announced. 

Kőszeghy is Jobbik’s group leader in 

the municipal assembly of Debrecen. 

László Mándi, Momentum’s local 

leader, commended the candidate 

based on his municipal experience 

with special regard to his post as 

financial committee head.  Kőszeghy 

said that the three-party alliance 

“continues to be open towards 

other parties and civil organisations”, 

therefore the list of all candidates 

would not be published until later. He 

added that talks with the Socialist Party 

and leftist Democratic Coalition have 

“run aground” and “there is no point” 

in further negotiations with their local 

organisations.

MINISTERIAL 
COMMISSIONER MEETS 
yOUNG URUGAy 
HUNGARIANS 

Péter Szilágyi, commissioner at the 

Prime Minister’s office in charge of 

ethnic Hungarian communities, met 

a group of young ethnic Hungarians 

from Uruguay in Parliament. “Hungary 

will stand up for any Hungarians no 

matter where in the world they may 

live,” Szilágyi said addressing the group. 

“Hungary is a small nation, therefore 

it is crucial that those two and a half 

million people in the diaspora should 

stay in touch with the mother country.” 

Szilágyi also thanked the Hungarian 

community of Uruguay, a couple 

thousand people, for their efforts to 

retain their national traditions “so far 

away” from the motherland.

HUNGARy POSTS  
EUR 678M TRADE  
SURPLUS IN MAy

Hungary posted a trade surplus of 

678 million euros in April, up from 185 

million the same month a year earlier, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said in a first reading of data. Exports 

grew by an annual 4.5% to 9.428 billion 

euros, while imports were up 2.6% 

at 8.750 billion. Fully 82% of exports 

and 75% of imports were traded with 

other European Union member states. 
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For January-May, exports increased 

by 5.2% to 46.044 billion euros and 

imports rose by 6.4% to 43.268 billion. 

The trade surplus in the first five 

months of the year was 2.776 billion 

euros, narrowing by 347 million from 

the same period last year.

HUNGARy HEADLINE 
INFLATION SLOWS TO 3.4% 
IN JUNE

Hungary’s twelve-month consumer 

price index stood at 3.4% in June, 

slowing from 3.9% in May, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. In a month-

on-month comparison, consumer 

prices dropped by 0.2% after rising by 

0.7% in May.

The twelve-month headline 

inflation slowed as vehicle fuel prices 

dropped and part of the excise duty 

rise on tobacco left the base, KSH 

department head Péter Quittner said. 

Tobacco and spirits still rose above 

the average twelve-month CPI as did 

food prices. Food prices increased 

5.8% in twelve months, including a 

17.7% rise of seasonal food prices. 

And the price of spirits and tobacco 

climbed 7.1%, with tobacco prices 

alone rising 9.5%.

Clothing prices and consumer 

durable prices edged up 1.0% and 

0.4%, respectively, and household 

energy prices rose 1.2%. Prices in the 

category of goods which includes 

vehicle fuel were up 0.9% as fuel 

prices dropped 1.3% from a year 

earlier. Service prices rose 3.1%. Core 

inflation, which excludes volatile food 

and fuel prices, stood at 3.8% in June. 

Harmonised for better comparison 

with other European Union member 

states, CPI reached 3.4%. Calculating 

with a basket of goods and services 

used by pensioners, CPI was 3.5%. 

Excluding tax changes, consumer 

prices were up 3.2% in June from a 

year earlier. In a month-on-month 

comparison, CPI stood at -0.2% in June 

as food as well as tobacco and spirits 

prices dropped 0.1% and fuel prices fell 

3.7% from May.

LISZT FERENC PASSENGER 
NUMBERS UP MORE  
THAN 7% IN H1

Passenger numbers at Budapest’s 

Liszt Ferenc Airport climbed by an 

annual 7.5% to 7.3 million in the first 

half of 2019, data released by industry 

intelligence company CAPA Centre for 

Aviation showed. The increase slowed 

from a 17% rise in the same period last 

year, in line with the expectations of 

Liszt Ferenc operator Budapest Airport. 

Passenger numbers in June were up 

9.1% at 1.5 million. Cargo volume was 

down 15.5% to 10,700 tonnes in June 

and fell by 7% to 65,700 tonnes in the 

first half of the year. Last year, Liszt 

Ferenc Airport handled a record 14.8 

million passengers, 13.5% more than 

in 2017.

INTL BARTÓK FESTIVAL TO 
START ON FRIDAy

Hungary’s most prestigious music 

seminar, the International Bartók 

Seminar and Festival will be held for 

the 35th time this year featuring three 

major concerts, the event’s production 

manager said. The mission of the ten-

day event beginning on Friday in 

Szombathely, in western Hungary, is 

to get international and Hungarian 

musicians better acquainted with 

Bela Bartok’s works, András Beregi 

told public news channel M1. It will 

feature a conductors’ master class with 

participants arriving from 13 countries 

including Japan and the United States, 

he said.


