
All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times.

E d i t o r s :  h u n g a r y m at t E r s @ m t va . h u  ¬  w w w. h u n g a r y m at t E r s . h u

June 21, 2019
morning issue

ToP sTorY

uPcoming evenTsPhoTo of The daY

AM

Gergely Gulyás said the European Parliament election results suggested that the EPP was is in need of help rather than 

Fidesz. He told journalists Fidesz would be happy to share its experiences with the EPP so that it could become a political 

family capable of preserving its own values and have a clear vision of the future. Decisions affecting the EU’s strategy for 

the next five years and officials must serve the purpose of making the bloc successful, he said. As regards strategy, Hungary 

has made its position clear that member states should be given enough freedom to formulate their own national economic 

policy, Gulyás said. The EU must also declare that there is a dominant culture, which is the Christian one, he said, adding 

that the EU should protect persecuted Christian communities.

Concerning the upcoming election of senior EU officials, Gulyás said the Visegrad Group countries coordinated their 

positions ahead of the EU summit, and they neither supported the spitzenkandidat system nor the election of Manfred 

Weber as European Commission president, he said.

Fidesz believes it should only remain a member of the European People’s Party (EPP) as 
long as it can help the grouping, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office said.

GULYÁS: EPP NEEDS FIDESZ’S HELP

EU summit in Brussels

Plenary session of parliament

V4 Logistics Forum opens

Potápi inaugurates college sports 
centre in Transcarpathia
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Unveiling of statue of Hungarian poet József Attila
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BArNIEr ‘ACCEPTABLE’

The head of the Prime Minister’s Office, 

Gergely Gulyás, said it would be wrong 

to let the European parliamentary 

groups choose the next European 

Commission president, arguing that 

the spitzenkandidat system went 

against the Lisbon Treaty and EU law. 

He noted that Manfred Weber “has 

made clear that he does not want the 

support of the party that was given the 

biggest mandate by Hungarians” in the 

EP election. Gulyás said the EU needed 

leaders “who haven’t attacked any of 

the member states in recent years”. 

Gulyás said the V4 had not agreed 

on a joint candidate to support but 

there were several whom they would 

accept. In response to a question, he 

said Michel Barnier, the European 

Union’s chief Brexit negotiator, was 

one of the candidates the V4 would 

find acceptable. Gulyás said the V4 

would also form a common stance 

on the EU’s climate strategy for the 

Brussels summit. He said the goals of 

the Paris climate accords could not be 

met without nuclear power.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said it was crucial 

that the EU open accession talks with 

the Western Balkan countries within 

the next five-year cycle. Several of 

those countries have “done a lot” to 

advance accession talks “but it looks 

like the EU is not ready to add new 

members”, he said. 

As regards the case of former 

Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski, who 

has been granted asylum in Hungary, 

Gulyás said the Hungarian government 

had not entered into any contractual 

relationship with him. Gruevski 

receives the same amount of help 

as anyone else given refugee status, 

Gulyás said. The PM’s Office chief said 

he had no knowledge of any changes 

to Gruevski’s refugee status, adding 

that the decision on whether or not 

to extradite him will be made by the 

courts.

Concerning leaked footage of earlier 

talks concerning planned changes to 

the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

(MTA), Gulyás said the government and 

the academy had been in agreement 

that the academy would not be 

stripped of its research institutes, but 

the MTA’s head had “breached that 

agreement”, therefore the government 

had reworded its draft of the MTA law. 

Answering another question about 

a Brussels-Budapest Wizz Air flight 

cancelled on Wednesday, Gulyás said 

that consumer protection proceedings 

would follow and the government 

would “propose imposing the highest 

fine possible”. 

FoUr HANDED LIFE 
SENTENCES For THE 
DEATHS oF 71 MIGrANTS

A Szeged court has handed down 

life imprisonment sentences to four 

defendants involved in the deaths 

of 71 migrants who suffocated in 

a refrigerated lorry which passed 

through Hungary and was discovered 

in Austria in 2015. The primary 

defendant, an Afghan citizen, and 

two Bulgarians were sentenced to 

life in prison without the possibility 

of parole while another Bulgarian 

citizen must spend at least 30 years 

in prison before being eligible for 

parole. All of them were convicted 

of murder, complicity to murder and 

involvement in a people smuggling 

ring. Ten other defendants have been 

handed jail terms of between 4 and 8 

years without the possibility of parole. 

The court has increased the sentence 

of 25 years in prison handed down to 

the Afghan and the three Bulgarian 

citizens by a Kecskemet court last year. 

The verdicts are final. 

ToP CoUrT: LAW oN 
ADMINISTrATIVE 
CoUrTS IN LINE WITH 
CoNSTITUTIoN

Hungary’s top court has rejected a 

submission requesting a review of 

the law on setting up independent 

administrative courts, establishing 

that the new legislation is in line 

with the country’s constitution. The 

decision comes after the government 

announced it is postponing the law’s 

implementation.

Parliament in December 2018 

approved the law that establishes a 

system of independent administrative 

courts with authority to make rulings 

in matters of public administration. 

The opposition staged a protest in 

parliamentary chamber, barring the 

house speaker from accessing the 

speaker’s podium during the bill’s 

debate. 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

3

JUNE 21, 2019
MorNING ISSUE AM

orBÁN MArKS 
ANNIVErSArY oF SoVIET 
TrooPS’ DEPArTUrE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán hosted a 

reception to mark the 28th anniversary 

of the last Soviet soldier leaving 

Hungary’s territory in his office, his 

press chief Bertalan Havasi said. “Only 

countries able to face reality are able 

to protect their independence,” Orbán 

told a group of politicians and artists 

invited to the event. 

roGÁN: GoVT To 
CoNTINUE ‘NATIoNAL 
CoNSULTATIoNS’

The Hungarian government next year 

will launch the latest in its series of 

“national consultation” surveys, cabinet 

chief Antal Rogán said. The responses 

will lay the foundations of the following 

year’s budget, he said. Rogán told 

a meeting of parliament’s justice 

committee that the 2020 budget bill, too, 

had been based on the government’s 

family protection action plan which 

had been devised with the input of the 

Hungarian people. This year’s budget 

allocates 1,000 billion forints more for 

family subsidies than the last budget 

submitted by the former Socialist 

government in 2010, he said, adding 

that the government will increase its 

spending on helping families by over 

200 billion forints next year. Hungary is 

addressing its demographic problems 

by supporting families and encouraging 

couples to have children, he said.

SHIP CoLLISIoN - 
rECoVErY CrEWS 
rECoGNISED For EFForTS

Emergency and recovery crews 

involved in the rescue of the 

passengers of the Hableány pleasure 

boat and the operation to raise the 

wreck were recognised for their efforts 

by the interior minister at an official 

ceremony in Budapest. Interior Minister 

Sandor Pinter praised the “exemplary 

courage” displayed by the rescuers, 

authorities and civilians involved in 

the operations following Hungary’s 

worst civilian ship disaster. 

Pinter said “every single detail” of 

the events leading up to the disaster 

needed to be uncovered.

The Hableány collided with a cruise 

ship and sank into the River Danube 

near Margit Bridge, Budapest, on May 

29. It had 33 South Korean tourists on 

board and a crew of two Hungarians. 

Seven tourists were rescued from the 

water after the collision and the rest 

died.

DEPUTY PM MEETS 
METroPoLITAN HILArIoN

Zsolt Semjén, Hungary’s deputy prime 

minister in charge of religious affairs, 

held talks with Metropolitan Hilarion, 

who is in charge of external church 

relations at the Patriarchate of Moscow, 

the Hungarian embassy in Moscow 

said. Semjén and the metropolitan 

reviewed the situation of the Russian 

Orthodox Church in Hungary, and 

progress in the renovation and 

construction of its churches in 

Hungary. They also discussed relations 

between Hungary and the Patriarchate 

of Moscow.

SECoND roUND oF 
LEFT-WING MAYorAL 
CANDIDATE PrESELECTIoN 
GETS UNDEr WAY

The second round of voting in 

the preselection of the left-wing 

opposition candidate for mayor of 

Budapest got under way. Registered 

voters can choose from among 

Gergely Karácsony of the Socialist-

Párbeszed alliance, Momentum’s 

Gábor Kerpel-Fronius, and 

independent Olga Kálmán, backed 

by the leftist Democratic Coalition 

(DK), with the winning candidate 

challenging incumbent Mayor István 

Tarlós in the autumn municipal 

election. Voting ends on July 26.

Karácsony told a press conference 

that the preselection was generating 

“a huge amount of interest” among 

voters.  The mayor of Budapest’s 14th 

district said he expects the second-

round turnout to exceed the turnout 

of over 34,000 voters in the first round 

held at the beginning of the year. In a 

pitch to voters, Karácsony said “every 

poll” showed that he was the one with 

the best chance of beating Tarlós, 

pointing out his experience as district 

mayor. He said it had been made clear 

both in last year’s general election and 

in this year’s EP election that most 

Budapest residents wanted change. 
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In response to a question, Karácsony 

said that though the opposition 

candidates agreed on many of the 

issues, his platform was “greener” and 

contained “more solidarity” than those 

of his rivals. He also vowed to support 

the winning candidate “1,000 percent” 

if he lost the preselection.

DK DEMANDS 
WITHDrAWAL oF BILL oN 
FESTIVAL-GoErS’ ID

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has demanded the withdrawal of 

a government sponsored bill requiring 

big music festival organisers to collect 

and keep a record of personal data 

of festival-goers. Lawmakers of the 

governing Fidesz-KDNP alliance 

submitted the bill to parliament on 

Tuesday that would apply to the 

organisers of music festivals that sell 

more than 25,000 tickets. It would 

require them to make a record of 

each festival-goer’s name, nationality, 

date of birth and personal ID with a 

photograph for up to 90 days before 

the start of the event. The data 

would then be checked against the 

festival-goers’ IDs upon entry. Festival 

organisers would have to keep a record 

of the data for 90 days from the end 

of the festival and make it available to 

law enforcement officials if requested. 

The bill’s authors said the proposed 

legislation aimed to ensure the security 

of festival-goers and prevent crime, 

especially terrorism. They noted that 

similar rules are already in force for 

organisers of sporting events.

Sziget, Hungary’s biggest music 

festival organiser, welcomed the 

proposed rules in a statement 

released on Wednesday. The rules 

would reinforce its earlier efforts and 

practices, Sziget added.

DK said the proposed legislation 

would breach the EU’s data protection 

directive. DK lawmaker Gergely 

Arató told a press conference that 

the legislation would also allow the 

government to gain unlimited access 

to the data concerned. 

Commenting on the bill, the 

prime minister’s cabinet chief told 

parliament’s justice committee that 

it had been proposed by festival 

organisers seeking to improve security 

at such events. This requires new, 

stricter inspection and identification 

regimes, Antal Rogan said. The 

government wants to guarantee 

security at these events by strictly 

observing data protection rules, he 

said.

CoUrT rEJECTS 
MoTIoN To CoNTINUE 
ProCEEDINGS AGAINST 
CZEGLÉDY

A Szeged court said it has rejected a 

motion by prosecutors to continue 

proceedings against Csaba Czeglédy, 

a former Democratic Coalition MEP 

candidate who has been investigated 

in connection with corruption. A court 

spokesperson said the prosecution has 

appealed the court’s decision.

A spokesman for the Csongrád 

County Chief Prosecutor’s Office told 

MTI that the prosecution believes 

Czeglédy’s immunity had only been 

a temporary obstacle to continuing 

the proceedings, and the case could 

continue now that Czeglédy was no 

longer a candidate. The court decided, 

however, that since the case against 

Czeglédy had not been suspended in 

a ruling, it could be restarted through 

the proper procedural process.

A hearing had been under way in the 

Szeged Court of Justice in connection 

with suspected commercial crimes 

involving Czeglédy and associates, 

but in April the court suspended the 

proceedings because a candidate 

for membership of the European 

Parliament enjoys immunity from 

prosecution. The court asked the 

National Election Committee to 

suspend his immunity, but the 

committee decided to uphold it.

SZIJJArTo SIGNS USD 57 
M TIED AID For VACCINE 
PLANT IN MoNGoLIA

Hungary has signed a 57 million dollar 

tied-aid agreement to support the 

construction by Hungarian companies 

of a veterinary vaccine plant in 

Mongolia, Péter Szijjártó, the minister 

of foreign affairs and trade, said on 

Thursday. Magyar Eximbank has 

opened a 46 million dollar credit line 

to help Hungarian water management 

and mining companies expand their 

operations in Mongolia, the minister 

told MTI by phone from Ulaanbaatar. 

Szijjártó signed a Memorandum of 

Cooperation on broadening bilateral 
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economic relations with Chimed 

Khurelbaatar and also met with foreign 

minister Damdin Tsogtbaatar, farm 

minister Chultem Ulaan and President 

Khaltmaa Battulga.

CoE: MINorITY 
rEPrESENTATIoN, 
PArTICIPATIoN 
‘EXEMPLArY’ IN HUNGArY

The representation and participation 

of national minorities in Hungary is 

“exemplary”, including parliament, 

and the protection of their languages 

enjoys a high level of political 

support, an expert committee of the 

Council of Europe said in a report 

released in Strasbourg. Hungary has 

made considerable improvement in 

bilingual and multilingual education 

opportunities and the positive trend 

has continued, the Committee of 

Experts of the European Charter for 

Regional or Minority Languages said. 

The committee, however, said that 

there is a need to “further extend” the 

use of Croatian, German, Romanian, 

Serbian, Slovakian and Slovenian as 

a medium of instruction to better 

serve the needs of these minorities. 

This implies that more teachers 

should be trained to teach subjects 

in these languages, the body added. 

It proposed that Hungary should 

develop a long-term strategy for the 

promotion of each minority language. 

It also proposed that Hungary should 

take measures to ensure a broader use 

of minority languages in public offices 

including judicial and administrative 

authorities. Further, the committee 

urged Hungary to considerably 

extend the duration of television 

programmes broadcast in Croatian, 

German, Romani, Romanian, Serbian, 

Slovakian and Slovenian, and draft a 

comprehensive scheme for training 

journalists in all minority languages.

The evaluation report has been 

prepared on the basis of a visit 

committee members paid to Hungary 

last October.

SZIJJÁrTÓ UrGES 
GrEATEr INTL EFForTS 
To HELP PErSECUTED 
CoMMUNITIES 

The international community should 

create the conditions for communities 

persecuted by terrorist groups to be 

able to survive in their homeland and 

for those who have had to flee their 

countries to return home, Hungary’s 

foreign minister told an anti-terrorism 

conference in Ulaanbaatar. At the event 

organised by the United Nations and 

the Organisation for Security and 

Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Péter 

Szijjártó said more than 300 people 

have been killed in terrorist attacks 

in Europe since the migration crisis 

of 2015. Since then, European leaders 

have been intensively debating the 

solution to illegal migration, he said. 

Hungary puts the safety of its people 

first and has made strenuous efforts to 

beef up the protection of its borders, 

the minister added. 

Szijjártó said there was a strong link 

between illegal and uncontrolled 

migration and terrorism, arguing that 

the uncontrolled inflow of migrants 

allowed terrorist organisations to 

smuggle their fighters into Europe. 

He said the global coalition fighting 

terrorism had ejected the Islamic State 

militant group from 98 percent of the 

territory it had occupied, adding, 

however, that this did not mean the 

end of IS. The international community 

must therefore continue the fight 

against IS and every other terrorist 

group, he said, adding that efforts 

should be taken to prevent jihadists 

from spreading their ideology and 

recruiting new members online. 

Another important step, he said, 

was cutting off terrorist funding 

streams, adding that the international 

community should therefore be 

careful when choosing how to assist 

migrants. Szijjártó warned that the 

European Union and the UN could 

also be helping terrorists unwittingly 

by distributing pre-paid bank cards to 

migrants.

He noted the Islamic State had 

recruited thousands of people from 

around the world, including more than 

5,000 militants from Europe. He said 

the jihadists who had survived the 

fight against the international coalition 

were now looking to return to their 

homelands so that they could carry 

out terrorist attacks there. Szijjártó 

called on the international community 

to end what he called the “culture of 

impunity” and support a resolution 

by the UN Security Council on setting 

up an international tribunal to try IS 

fighters.
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Meanwhile, Szijjártó said Hungary 

has hundreds of troops serving in 

peacekeeping missions worldwide, 

helping to create the conditions for 

refugees to return to their homelands. He 

said Hungary has established a special 

relationship with a number of Christian 

communities living in crisis zones, adding 

that religious leaders there want Europe 

to help those communities remain in 

their homelands. Szijjártó said Hungary 

is helping those communities by sending 

them aid, rebuilding their churches, 

schools and hospitals and building them 

new homes and orphanages. Hungary 

has so far sent 35 million dollars’ worth of 

aid to destitute communities, he added.

BANKING ASSoC 
rEQUESTS EXTENSIoN oF 
ACCoUNT ID CoMPLIANCE 
DEADLINE

The Hungarian Banking Association 

will request the deadline for complying 

with stricter rules on identifying 

account ownership be pushed back 

to Sept. 30, the association’s head, 

Levente Kovács, told MTI. 

Gergely Gulyás, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office, said at a 

weekly press briefing earlier that the 

compliance deadline could be pushed 

back from July 26, but banks would 

have to initiate such a measure. Kovács 

said there was still enough time to 

amend legislation to move back the 

deadline.

The requirement affects bank 

clients who opened accounts before 

June 27, 2017, when stricter rules to 

prevent money laundering and the 

financing of terrorism came into 

force. Under the rules, banks are 

required to have copies of personal 

identification and proof of residence 

documents as well as the personal 

information of their clients. Clients 

must also make a declaration if they 

are a politically exposed person. In the 

case of corporate clients, documents 

showing proof of business ownership 

must be resubmitted.

Clients may comply by submitting 

the necessary documents in person at 

their banks or sending them by post. 

A number of banks are also allowing 

clients to comply using computers 

or mobile telephones with a camera 

and a microphone. The Finance 

Ministry said earlier in June that 2 

million account holders had yet to 

comply with the rules. Clients who fail 

to do so by the deadline will not be 

able to make transactions using their 

accounts.

GoVT, NBH oFFICIALS 
MAKE CASE For CUTTING 
BACK oN CASH

Government and National Bank of 

Hungary (NBH) officials argued that 

Hungarians are over-reliant on cash 

and urged changes in payment 

practices at a conference organised 

by business news website Napi.

hu. Finance Ministry deputy state 

secretary Laszlo Balogh put the 

stock of cash in Hungary at more 

than 6,000 billion forints and said 

maintaining that level costs 400-

450 billion forints a year. Fully 4,500 

billion of that cash is in the hands of 

households, an amount equivalent to 

15% of GDP, which is extremely high 

by European standards, he added. 

Only Greece, two of the Baltic states 

and Bulgaria are bigger users of cash 

than Hungary.

NBH managing director for financial 

infrastructure and bank transactions 

Lajos Bartha said 80% of payments 

in Hungary are made in cash, a level 

which should be reduced to 40%-

45%. The central bank continues to 

recommend to the Finance Ministry 

scrapping the duty on financial 

transactions, he added.


