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During the salvage operation, the bodies of four victims were found. Four further victims are still missing. One of those 

recovered has been identified as that of the only child on board at the time of the collision, public broadcaster M1 reported. 

The Hableány was built in 1949. The boat is 27.2 meters long, 4.8 meters wide and 5.2 meters tall and weighs 50 tonnes. It 

sank after a Swiss-owned cruise ship collided into it as both vessels passed under Margit Bridge in Budapest. It had a group 

of 33 South Korean tourists and a crew of two Hungarians aboard.

High waters delayed the salvage operation for nearly two weeks. The salvage took place in several stages, during which 

the state of the ship was assessed at several points.

M1 reported on Tuesday afternoon that the barge carrying the wreck was on its way to the Csepel port in the south of the 

city, where the boat will undergo further examinations. The Hableány will be examined by nautical and technical experts, 

in collaboration with staff members of the prosecutor’s office.

The wreck of the Hableány sightseeing boat which sank in central Budapest on May 29 
has been lifted from the River Danube and sent to southern Budapest where it will be 
examined by experts.

HABLEÁNY WRECK HOISTED FROM DANUBE

Stats office releases April data on 
guest nights

Plenary session of parliament

Counter-terrorism office, S Korea 
official’s presser on Danube ship 
collision

President Áder addresses alumni org 
on climate change

M
TI

/M
ár

to
n 

M
ón

us

Wreck of Hableány lifted from the Danube
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S KOREA PM EXPRESSES 
THANKS FOR HUNgARY’S 
EFFORTS OVER DANUBE 
SHIP COLLISION 

South Korean Prime Minister Lee Nak-

yeon has sent a letter to Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán thanking 

him for his condolences sent over 

the Danube ship collision and the 

Hungarian government for its support, 

Orbán’s press chief said. The tragic 

accident has deeply saddened the 

Korean people, Lee Nak-yeon said, 

expressing thanks to the Hungarian 

government for its active support 

and cooperation. He said that the 

precaution and support showed 

during operations to find and rescue 

those who went missing had given the 

Korean government and the country’s 

people great hope and consolation. 

The South Korean premier said he 

sincerely hoped that the joint efforts to 

overcome the situation would further 

strengthen the friendship and mutual 

trust between the two nations.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNgARY 
EXPECTS ROMANIA TO 
RESTORE WWI CEMETERY 

The Hungarian government expects 

Romania’s authorities to restore 

the Valea Uzului (Úzvölgye) military 

cemetery “to its original state”, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in parliament. In agreement with 

Romania’s ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ 

party, the government considers 

restoration of the shrine “the only 

acceptable decision”, Szijjártó said. At 

the cemetery, containing the graves of 

Hungarian first world war soldiers, the 

local council has erected a memorial 

site for Romanian soldiers fallen in the 

second world war. Ahead of the site’s 

inauguration last Thursday, the visitors 

of that event clashed with Szekler 

demonstrators and eventually forced 

their way into the cemetery.

The Hungarian government’s 

position is that last Thursday’s incident 

and developments that triggered it 

are unacceptable, Szijjártó said. “The 

desecration of graves, a deliberate 

distortion of historic facts and violence 

against Hungarian people in the 

cemetery cannot be accepted,” he said.

Szijjártó cited decisions by Romanian 

authorities that included the country’s 

cultural ministry stating on May 10 that 

the placement of the concrete crosses 

had been unlawful. 

Hungary’s office in charge of the 

maintenance of war graves has 

contacted the Romanian national 

defence ministry several times but 

has been turned down, Szijjártó 

said, noting that the issue had been 

discussed by the two countries’ prime 

ministers and foreign ministers.

gOVT OFFICIAL REJECTS 
EUOBSERVER’S CRITICISM 
OF HUNgARY MEDIA 

Zoltán Kovács, Hungary’s state 

secretary in charge of international 

communications, has rejected recent 

remarks published in an opinion piece 

by EUobserver suggesting that the 

Hungarian government “is waging 

a concerted effort to capture the 

media”. In his article published by the 

same outlet on Tuesday, Kovács noted 

that Harlan Mandel, the author of the 

piece, was head of the US-based Media 

Development Investment Fund, which 

“has received at least 16.5m dollars 

from [US billionaire] George Soros”. 

MDIF “funds exclusively left-liberal 

media outlets” in Hungary, Kovács 

said, adding that “they are free to do 

so, of course, but let’s not pretend 

that the MDIF, as an investor in media, 

is somehow a neutral, value-free 

player on these media markets.” The 

organisations supported by MDIF 

are on the same platform as Soros’s 

Open Society Foundation, and “some 

might even argue that it’s a clear case 

of special interests that collude to 

control and manipulate the flow of 

information,” Kovács insisted. “The 

Hungarian media landscape is still far 

more colourful than Mandel would 

have you believe,” he said, adding 

that Hungary’s media laws are fully 

compatible with European norms.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: MORE THAN 
300,000 JOBS CREATED BY 
gERMAN COMPANIES IN 
HUNgARY

German companies have created 

over 300,000 jobs in Hungary, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and trade 

minister, said during a break between 

his talks in Essen, western Germany. 

Hungary’s cooperation with German 
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companies is based on mutual 

benefits, Szijjártó told MTI by phone. 

The minister argued that Hungary’s 

attractive investment environment 

allowed German companies to make 

investments that strengthen their roles 

in the global economy while increasing 

the value-added and the proportion 

of R&D in Hungarian workplaces. 

The Hungarian economy, he said, “is 

therefore entering a new dimension 

dominated by services and R&D with 

the help of German companies”. The 

minister said new investment projects 

by German corporations were to be 

expected in Hungary.

Szijjártó held talks in Essen and 

Stuttgart with company leaders, 

including those of ThyssenKrupp, 

Bosch, Daimler and SAP. Hungary is in 

talks with multiple partners on new 

investment projects, the specifics of 

which will be announced soon, he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary’s economy 

protection action plan could “inspire” 

further German investments, arguing 

that the Hungarian government’s 

measures would reduce employer tax 

burdens and cut red tape. The minister 

said vast changes were afoot in the 

global economy, adding that it was “not 

an exaggeration to say that we’re entering 

a new era of the global economy”.

German companies play an 

important role in setting the pace of 

these changes, Szijjártó said. He said 

this was “good news for Hungary”, 

arguing that the economies of 

Germany and central Europe, and more 

specifically the German and Hungarian 

economies, were strongly linked 

together. The Hungarian and German 

economies are mutually dependent on 

one another, Szijjártó said, pointing 

out that 30% of Hungary’s foreign 

investments come from Germany.

BENKŐ ATTENDS MEETINg 
OF V4, CEDC DEFENCE 
MINISTERS 

Defence Minister Tibor Benkő attended 

a meeting of his Visegrad Group 

(V4) counterparts as part of Central 

European Defence Cooperation (CEDC) 

in Piešt’any (Pöstyén) on Monday. 

According to a Hungarian defence 

ministry statement, Benkő thanked 

Slovakia, the V4’s current presidency 

holder, for its work in the past year 

and said the group was carrying out 

important work for European security 

and stability. The closing statement 

said that NATO should focus on 

challenges not only from the east but 

from the south as well. 

Hungary strives to be a key partner 

in the CEDC, Benkő said, noting a 

migration crisis management exercise 

to be held in Hungary in October 

dubbed Cooperative Security 19. He 

said 15 countries will send observers 

to the exercise in which military and 

police forces will practice coordinated 

crisis situation manoeuvres. The 

ministers discussed security and 

stability issues in the Western Balkans, 

which are of strategic importance for 

central Europe and Hungary, Benkő 

said, adding that handling those issues 

would be high on the group’s agenda. 

HUNgARIAN COMPANIES 
SHOWCASED AT WATER 
INDUSTRY SUMMIT IN 
BEIJINg

Five Hungarian companies presented 

their latest innovations to potential 

business partners at the first 

Hungarian-Chinese Water Industry 

Summit in Beijing on Tuesday. 

Experts from the water management 

authorities of Hungary and China 

outlined national challenges and 

responses at the summit which was 

one of a series of events organised 

to mark the 70th anniversary of the 

establishment of diplomatic ties 

between the two countries. The five 

Hungarian companies are participating 

at the 17th China International 

Environmental Protection Exhibition 

and Conference (CIEPEC) which takes 

place on June 12-14.


