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At a regular press briefing, Gergely Gulyás said Hungary had “balanced, good ties” with all leading world powers with 

which economic and political cooperation was significant. Parliament is expected to approve a new bilateral defence 

cooperation pact with the US in the session after the European Parliament elections. He noted that Hungary was in the 

middle of reforming its military so that the country can join the ranks of NATO member states whose defence spending 

reaches 2% of GDP. Hungary’s defence budget is expected to reach 1.6% of GDP next year, he said, adding that the 2% 

target was likely to be met by 2023. Hungary intends to buy the equipment necessary for the reform from NATO allies, he 

said, adding that the government was in talks with multiple member states.

On the subject of US measures aimed at slashing his country’s trade deficit, Gulyás said it was “good news” that the EU was 

in 2nd place behind China in terms of the size of their trade surplus with the US. But, he added, if the US and the EU failed 

to reach a trade deal, US measures could hurt Hungary’s economy.

The Prime Minister’s Office chief has hailed this week’s meeting between Viktor Orbán 
and Donald Trump as “an outstanding diplomatic achievement”.

TIES WITH WORLD POWERS ‘GOOD, BALANCED’
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Czech President Miloš Zeman (R) visits Paks nuclear power plant
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‘DOuBLE STANDARDS’

Commenting on proceedings against 

Hungary at the European Court of 

Justice concerning migrant quotas, 

Gergely Gulyás, the PM’s office chief, 

said Hungary believed that the Lisbon 

Treaty did not allow for the distribution 

of migrants based on quotas. He 

insisted that the EU was applying 

double standards, arguing that only 

one member state had implemented 

the quota scheme, yet not every 

member state had been taken to 

court. Hungary believes that in order to 

successfully handle the migration issue, 

the European Commission should be 

stripped of its capacity to manage it, 

and it should be handled instead by a 

council of the bloc’s interior ministers, 

he said.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the first 

meeting with the body of “wise men” 

set up by the European People’s 

Party to monitor the situation in 

Hungary was expected to be held 

after the European Parliament 

elections. Under Fidesz’s agreement 

with the EPP, “everyone’s interests 

lie in settling the issue after the 

EP elections,” he said. In order to 

resolve the dispute between Fidesz 

and the EPP, it was important to wait 

and see what direction the centre-

right grouping would take after the 

election, he added. No one from the 

EPP had reached out to opposition 

nationalist Jobbik, he said, ruling 

out the possibility of Jobbik joining 

Fidesz in the EPP, arguing that Jobbik 

was considered a “far-right, anti-

Semitic party” in Brussels.

On the topic of the debate 

between the candidates for European 

Commission president, Gulyás said 

he knew few politicians in Europe 

who were more populist than Frans 

Timmermans, the spitzenkandidat 

of the European Socialists. He said 

Fidesz would comply with EPP top 

candidate Manfred Weber’s comment 

saying that “he does not require our 

support”. Gulyás noted that one of the 

biggest points of criticism against the 

spitzenkandidat system five years ago 

was that it overrides the Lisbon Treaty, 

which he said was “unacceptable”. 

Gulyás said the spitzenkandidat 

system stripped the European Council 

of a right it was entitled to under EU 

law. In response to a question, he said 

that if Michel Barnier, the European 

Union’s chief Brexit negotiator, 

were to be recommended to head 

the commission, the Hungarian 

government would come to a 

standpoint on the possibility. “We have 

a positive opinion of him,” Gulyás said 

of Barnier, adding, at the same time, 

that the government had not yet had 

to consider his candidacy since he has 

not been nominated.

As regards Ukrainian outgoing 

president Petro Poroshenko signing 

the language bill into law, Gulyás 

said Hungary would uphold its veto 

of Ukraine’s talks to join NATO. He 

said that hopefully the incoming 

Ukrainian president would have 

a different approach to ethnic 

minorities.

In response to another question, 

he said a “propaganda video” put 

together by Germany’s public 

broadcaster on Hungary’s family 

support scheme contained false 

claims such as that the subsidies 

would only be made available to 

Christian families. Gulyás said German 

public media was a “left-liberal 

propaganda tool”.

GuLyÁS: 2020 BuDGET 
VOTE PLANNED  
FOR JuLy 12 

The government will submit next 

year’s draft budget to parliament on 

June 4 with a final vote on it expected 

on July 12, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said at a regular 

press briefing. Gergely Gulyás also 

said Hungary’s economic growth 

rate of 5.3% in the first quarter was 

the highest in the European Union. 

He said the figure proved that the 

slowdown in Germany’s economy did 

not automatically have a direct impact 

on the Hungarian economy. He added, 

at the same time, that the government 

was aware of the threat posed by a 

slowdown in western European 

growth and it will come to a decision 

on implementing an economic 

protection action plan in two weeks’ 

time. Referring to the government’s 

wage hike schemes, Gulyás said that 

“economic achievements depend on 

a disciplined, conservative budget 

policy”, adding that the government 

action may be limited by economic 

potential. 
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Gulyás quoted leaders of BMW as 

saying that a slowdown of German 

industry would not affect the German 

car maker’s development of a new 

plant under way in Debrecen, in 

eastern Hungary. 

On another subject, Gulyás said 

that the first five measures of the 

government’s family protection action 

plan will enter into effect on July 1.

Concerning the government’s 

ongoing dispute with Brussels over 

the introduction of prenatal subsides, 

Gulyás said the government had 

consulted Brussels about the scheme 

just as it had done before introducing 

the CSOK housing subsidy. Hungary 

had sought Brussels’ approval for the 

prenatal subsidy, but “the European 

Commission bureaucracy” warned 

that the scheme could be considered 

illicit state financing, Gulyás said. 

Under the scheme, the government 

would disburse an allowance for 

expectant mothers via banks. Gulyás 

said the government later received a 

verbal guarantee from the European 

Commission that it would not take 

legal action against Hungary over the 

subsidy. If the debit cards distributed 

to migrants did not count as illicit 

state financing, “it would be nice if 

the prenatal subsidy wouldn’t either,” 

he said.

Gulyás was asked about Facebook’s 

recent ban of advertisements by 

journals and news portals managed 

by Mediaworks Hungary, and said 

that the government was “unhappy” 

to see that “the suspicion of censorship 

by Facebook arises more and more 

often”. The government would prefer 

to see Facebook “promoting freedom 

of expression and refraining from 

bypassing international regulations”, 

he added. 

Answering another question 

about remarks by Speaker of 

Parliament László Kövér concerning 

homosexuality and paedophilia, 

Gulyás said that “Hungarian law is clear: 

same-sex couples are not allowed 

to adopt children and marriage is 

between a man and a woman”. “Every 

child has the right to have a mother 

and a father and it would not be 

befitting for a child to grow up with 

two fathers,” he argued.

In response to another question, he 

said the government would discuss 

at its next meeting a proposal by 

innovation and technology minister 

László Palkovics on the research 

network of the Hungarian Academy 

of Sciences.

Commenting on a proposal by 

opposition DK’s top candidate for 

the EP elections Klára Dobrev that an 

independent EU body should assess 

and distribute EU funding for Hungary, 

he said some MEPs already represented 

Brussels in Hungary instead of the 

other way round. The government, 

however, wants to see more MEPs 

represent Hungary in Brussels after 

the upcoming EP elections, he added.

On radical nationalist Mi Hazánk’s 

move to set up a paramilitary, he said 

the state maintained the sole right to 

operate an army. 

Commenting on the International 

Investment Bank and its links to Russia, 

Gulyás said Hungary was following 

standard international practice on 

investment banks and the bank’s 

majority owners were central European 

countries.

FOREIGN MINISTRy: 
uKRAINE LANGuAGE 
LAW VIOLATES ETHNIC 
MINORITy RIGHTS

Ukraine’s new language law is 

contravening its international 

commitments and curbing the rights 

of ethnic minorities, the Hungarian 

foreign ministry said in a statement. 

According to the statement, the new 

legislation strips ethnic minorities of 

their acquired rights and “reflects the 

philosophy of outgoing President Petro 

Poroshenko”.  The said hopefully the 

Hungarian government would resolve 

issues around Ukraine Hungarians with 

Volodymyr Zelensky, the incoming 

president. “We are interested in 

restoring balanced and friendly ties 

between Hungary and Ukraine and 

hope that the Ukrainian president-

elect will be open to such endeavours,” 

the ministry said.

uS AMBASSADOR: 
REPORTS ON PLANNED 
uS SANCTIONS 
AGAINST HuNGARIAN 
BuSINESSMAN ‘FALSE’

The United States is not threatening 

to impose sanctions on individuals, 

David Cornstein, the US ambassador 

to Hungary, said in an interview 
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concerning press reports on 

alleged preparations in the US for 

such sanctions against Hungarian 

businessman Lőrinc Mészáros. In the 

interview, published online by atv.hu, 

the ambassador said that a joint article 

on Wednesday by The Wall Street 

Journal and Hungary’s portal Átlátszó 

contained false information suggesting 

that Mészáros, one of Hungary’s richest 

entrepreneurs, could be banned from 

the US and his US assets frozen under 

the Global Magnitsky Act. 

Speaking to commercial broadcaster 

ATV, Cornstein said he had not heard 

of such plans. He also added that if the 

US administration had such plans, the 

recent meeting between US President 

Donald Trump and Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán would not have 

taken place.

AHMED H. LOSES SuIT 
AGAINST PM CABINET 
OFFICE 

The Budapest Municipal Court 

rejected a claim against the state by 

a Syrian convicted under Hungarian 

terrorism laws of inciting a riot on 

the Hungary-Serbia border in 2015. 

Ahmed H. claimed the government 

had damaged his reputation by 

referencing him in a national survey 

in connection with migration. A 

question in the survey said Amnesty 

International had “repeatedly called 

for the release of Ahmed H. who 

was convicted for throwing stones 

at Hungarian policemen protecting 

the border”. Ahmed H. sued the 

cabinet office for 8 million forints in 

damages (EUR 25,000) for malicious 

slander. The court ruled that Ahmed 

H. must pay over 800,000 forints in 

procedural costs, the daily Magyar 

Nemzet reported today.

Csaba Dömötör, a state secretary 

of the cabinet office, said in a video 

published on his Facebook page that 

it was “moral nonsense” that a Syrian 

person throwing stones at policemen 

should then sue for his personal rights 

being harmed. His defence attorney 

was Péter Bárándy, a justice minister 

of the (Socialist) government of Péter 

Medgyessy, he added, “which goes 

to show where the left stands on 

this issue”. Paying costs “is the bare 

minimum” he should do, he said.

OPPOSITION EP 
CANDIDATES ARGuE  
FOR STRONGER EuROPE

Politicians heading the European 

Parliament party lists of the 

opposition Socialists-Párbeszéd, 

LMP, DK and Momentum parties 

argued at a conference on Thursday 

for a stronger and more transparent 

European Union and joint action on 

migration. At the event organised by 

Republikon Institute, the opposition 

MEP candidates were divided over the 

issue of a European minimum wage 

and whether there should be a united 

states of Europe.   Republikon board 

chairman Gábor Horn said surveys 

showed that 18-20% of Hungarians 

identified themselves as liberal. The 

question, he added, is who liberals 

should vote for in Hungary and where 

they might “find a temporary home”.

Klára Dobrev of DK said only a strong 

EU could protect liberal democracy 

and only strong and large communities 

could give the right answers to global 

challenges and find ways to reduce 

social inequality. This is also required to 

fight populists because the wealth gap 

also endangers democracy, she added. 

She underlined that DK promoted 

the progamme for a united states 

of Europe. Its prerequisites include 

direct taxing of multinationals by the 

EU and more efficient and transparent 

decision-making, she added.

Katalin Cseh of Momentum said the 

handling of European public monies 

had to be reformed and control 

must be exercised on spending. The 

majority of money should be spent 

on health care, education and job 

creation in order to prevent “unlimited 

theft and waste”. Momentum would 

make it obligatory for countries to join 

the European Prosecutor’s Office, she 

added. Commenting on the united 

states of Europe, she said when “the 

house is on fire” long-term integration 

is not the first priority.

Gábor Vágó of LMP said 

environmental sustainability must 

be granted priority because without 

it there can be no economic and 

social sustainability. “Not only is the 

house on fire but the roof has already 

burned down” and climate change 

means there is only 10 years left to 

take action, he added. The fact that 

large multinationals have control 

over politics is a huge challenge for 
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late-stage capitalism, he said, urging 

lobbying activities to be regulated.  

Bertalan Tóth, MEP candidate for 

Socialist-Párbeszéd and the leader 

of the Socialist Party, called for 

common European regulations to 

combat social inequality. He added 

that his party proposed introducing a 

European minimum wage of 750 euros 

which could be financed by taxing 

multinationals.

Concerning migration, all the 

participants called for joint European 

action. Tóth said the Socialists had 

never supported illegal migration 

or general quotas but insisted on 

the need to exercise solidarity and 

show humanity. Vágó said the main 

reasons for migration included climate 

change and arms trading. He added 

that strong border protection was 

necessary and Europe must help 

people succeed in their homeland.

Commenting on a survey showing 

that Hungarians consider migration 

the greatest challenge faced by the 

EU, Cseh said climate change, the 

distribution of EU monies and several 

other topics were also considered as 

important by voters and it is “absurd” 

that the government only concerned 

itself with migration. Momentum 

is calling for common European 

solutions, the strengthening of 

Frontex, the protection of sea borders 

and the development of a strategy for 

Africa, she said. Dobrev said she agreed 

with the need for joint European action 

but insisted that the main problem in 

Hungary was not immigration but 

emigration.

HuNGARy CHIDES 
EXXONMOBIL  
FOR FOOT-DRAGGING  
AS RuSSIAN GAS DEAL 
NEARS 

Hungary will seal another long-term 

gas supply deal with Russia later this 

year, if ExxonMobil fails to take a 

decision on investing in an offshore 

project in the Black Sea, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó has told Reuters. 

“ExxonMobil can be the game changer 

in the energy supply of Europe. But 

they should finally make their final 

investment decision,” Szijjártó told 

Reuters in an interview in Houston 

where he was opening a diplomatic 

trade mission. “If they don’t make that 

decision until September, I will have to 

make another long-term agreement 

with the Russians,” he said.

Hungary’s long-term gas supply 

contract with Russia runs until 2021. 

ExxonMobil spokesperson Julie 

King told Reuters that a decision 

on investing in the Neptun Deep 

project in Romania would require 

“competitive and stable fiscal 

terms, a liberalised Romanian gas 

market that enables free trade, 

and sufficient interconnectivity 

with neighbouring free and 

liquid markets, in each case, for 

the duration of our concession 

agreement”. Hungary’s government 

has made diversifying the country’s 

gas supply a priority, but Szijjártó 

said achieving that goal depends 

on decisions such as the investment 

in Romania by ExxonMobil and the 

local unit of Austria’s OMV, as well 

as a planned liquefied natural gas 

(LNG) terminal on the Croatian coast 

that would take deliveries from the 

United States. “The question of 

whether we will be able to diversify 

gas resources depends on four 

allies of ours: Croatia, Romania, the 

United States and Austria,” Szijjártó 

told Reuters. “It’s a strange situation 

where we are encouraged by our 

friends and allies to diversify, but 

basically it’s up to them,” he added.


