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Whenever the government prepares to introduce a subsidy like the prenatal support, it always consults the EC beforehand, 

István Hollik said. The reason for this, he said, was that with the allowance being disbursed via banks, it could be seen as a 

state subsidy geared towards the banks.

Hollik said claims that the EC had no issue with the prenatal subsidy were “unfounded”, arguing that the preliminary 

consultations had been held with the EC’s competition department.

He said the government had also held talks with the EC prior to introducing the CSOK housing subsidy scheme, which the 

body eventually approved. Hollik said the only reason why the EC had not yet launched an investigation into the subsidy 

was that it could only do so once it enters into effect.

The minutes from the consultations with the competition department prove that the EC had raised concerns about the 

subsidy, he said, adding that if necessary, the government will make them public.

Earlier, the EC said it had neither challenged nor investigated the scheme.

The European Commission, after criticising the Hungarian government’s prenatal 
subsidies, has decided to reject the scheme, the government spokesman said.

GOVT SPOX: EC REJECTS PRENATAL SUBSIDY

PM Orbán meets US President Trump 
in Washington

EU foreign ministers meet in Brussels

NBH releases biannual Housing 
Market Report

Finance minister inaugurates workers’ 
hostel in W Hungary
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The Mátra’s first chairlift inaugurated near Gyöngyössolymos
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ORBÁN TURNS DOWN 
INVITATION TO DEBATE 
TIMMERMANS

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has turned 

down an invitation for a televised 

debate with European Commission 

First Vice-President Frans Timmermans, 

who is the lead candidate of the 

Party of European Socialists (PES) for 

European Commission president, 

Orbán’s press chief said. Bertalan 

Havasi said Orbán had expressed his 

thanks for the invitation “but did not 

accept it”. “It would be incorrect for 

the Hungarian prime minister to get 

involved in the election campaign 

of lead candidates Timmermans 

and Weber,” Havasi said referring to 

Manfred Weber, the Spitzenkandidat 

of the European People’s Party.

István Ujhelyi, an MEP of the 

opposition Socialist Party, called 

on the prime minister to accept the 

invitation to the debate initiated by 

news channel Euronews. Timmermans 

has been invited by the Socialists to 

attend their party congress next 

Saturday. The debate could take place 

in the morning of that day, Ujhelyi told 

a press conference.

The direction that the European 

Union will take in the next few weeks 

is one of the most important questions 

for Europe today, Ujhelyi said. One 

direction the “anti-European, populist 

forces, nationalists and neo-fascists” 

want to take is to set up a group 

that will be spearheaded by, among 

others, Orbán in the years ahead. The 

other direction involves a vision for a 

social Europe which has been chosen 

by Timmermans and the European 

Socialists, he said.

FOREIGN MINISTRY 
SUMMONS SWEDISH 
AMBASSADOR

Foreign ministry state secretary 

Levente Magyar has summoned the 

Swedish ambassador to Hungary over 

recent critical remarks by the Swedish 

prime minister about Hungary, the 

ministry said. Calling the remarks 

“mendacious”, the state secretary 

said that “we most resolutely reject 

the Swedish prime minister’s baseless 

accusations.” The Swedish government 

is “pro-migration and the reason they 

criticise us is because we say no to 

migration,” he said, adding that this 

was the basis of all the conflicts.

The “series of attacks” are 

unacceptable, Magyar said, adding 

that recently, “Sweden’s pro-migration 

social minister accused the Hungarian 

government of Nazism because 

of its family support scheme”. The 

prime minister’s remarks form part 

of this campaign. “It is the Hungarian 

people rather than the Swedish 

government that makes decisions 

on Hungary’s future,” he said, noting 

that last April, Hungarians had given 

two-thirds majority support to the 

Orbán government. “This should be 

respected even by the Swedish prime 

minister,” he said.

The Swedish prime minister said 

in parliament on Wednesday that 

human rights, the freedom of speech, 

the principles of rule of law and the 

freedom of the media and research 

were under threat in some member 

countries of the European Union, such 

as Poland, Romania and Hungary.

RÉTVÁRI: MONEY AIDING 
HUNGARIAN FAMILIES, 
NOT MIGRANTS, SLAMMED 
IN BRUSSELS

In Brussels, any support that is 

directed towards non-migrants such 

as Hungarian families is savaged, 

a government official said. The 

government sees Brussels criticism 

of the introduction of government 

prenatal subsidies as “unacceptable”, 

Bence Rétvári, the state secretary of 

the human resources ministry, told 

journalists.

He noted that Brussels had objected 

to the government disbursing an 

allowance for expectant mothers via 

banks. Yet Brussels had not raised 

objections to “migrant cards” on 

competition law grounds, and that 

money is also transferred via banks, he 

said, branding this as an “outrageous 

double standard”. Hungary finds 

criticism of its family support scheme 

to be “unacceptable”. The government 

will launch the support, a key plank of 

the Family Protection Action Plan, on 

July 1, Rétvári said. The objections, he 

said, were incomprehensible, as the 

government’s flagship family support 

scheme dubbed CSOK also disbursed 

money through the banking system, and 

no related objections had been raised.
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SOCIALISTS: VOTERS  
TO DECIDE ON WHETHER 
EUROPEANS CONTINUE  
TO ENJOY SOCIAL SECURITY

The European Parliament election 

on May 26 will decide whether 

progressive parties continue to 

implement programmes that uphold 

the material and physical security 

of European citizens, Hungary’s 

Socialist leader said. Bertalan 

Tóth, who tops the EP list for the 

Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance, said 

that the other option was that far-

right, populist politicians would 

gain a majority. They, he said, would 

pull the European community 

apart and hand pre-eminence to 

nation states. The European Union 

should be about the minimum 

wage and pension as well as family 

allowances. It should also be about 

guaranteeing basic services, he said.

Tóth branded Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán ‘”a coward” for refusing 

to accept an invitation to debate 

the European Socialist group’s 

spitzenkandidat Frans Timmermans.

László Andor, a former Hungarian 

EU commissioner who is now head 

of the Institute for Social Democracy, 

said the European social fund was 

a serious financial resource. It is 

important to make sure that such 

resources get to those who deserve 

them, he said. Referring to Hungary’s 

so-called “slave law”, Andor added 

that EU working time rules should 

be strictly adhered to.

Asked about the National Election 

Committee’s decision not to suspend 

the immunity of the Democratic 

Coalition’s Csaba Czeglédy and 

the ruling Fidesz party’s move to 

publish the names of members of the 

committee who voted to reject the 

suspension, Tóth said that the latter 

was “unacceptable”.

Asked about plans by American 

Republican and Democratic senators 

to appeal to US President Donald 

Trump to bring up the issue of 

“erosions” to Hungarian democracy at 

next week’s meeting with Orbán, he 

said it was already a big deal that both 

Republican and Democratic senators 

had spoken as one on the matter. But 

at the same time the issue should be 

addressed at home, he said, adding 

that the next chance to do so would 

be the May 26 EP election.

DK UNVEILS EUROPEAN 
PENSION PLAN

Promising the introduction of a 

European minimum pension and 

the protection of existing pension 

arrangements, the leftist opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) unveiled 

its European Parliament election 

programme aimed at pensioners. Klára 

Dobrev, DK’s top candidate, said that 

even the lowest pensions should reach 

the level needed to live a “normal, 

decent life”.

Both the inflation rate and wage 

growth should be incorporated into 

the formula for calculating payment 

increases, she said, adding that 

according to DK’s calculations, the 

minimum pension should amount 

to around 70% of the minimum 

wage. Dobrev called the effective 

nationalisation of private pension 

funds and the scrapping of service 

pensions and disability pensions 

“unlawful”.

On the topic of DK’s plan for a 

“European health-care minimum”, 

Dobrev said European citizens should 

be entitled to the same level of health 

care across the EU. She noted that DK 

recently submitted a proposal that 

would prohibit the eviction of families 

with small children from their homes, 

saying that the same protections 

should apply to elderly people.

As regards home care for elderly 

people, Dobrev said the system was 

“on the brink of collapse” and that 

many would be left without care 

within ten years. Therefore, she said, 

the number of places available in 

nursing homes should be doubled 

and the wages of social sector 

workers should be raised by at least 

50%. Finally, Dobrev said DK wanted 

member states to allocate a portion of 

their EU funds to improving the quality 

of life of the elderly.

LMP CALLS FOR TURN  
TO GREEN ECONOMY

The head of the opposition LMP party’s 

list for the European parliamentary 

elections has called for a turn to a 

green economy in order to stop 

climate change. Only ten years are 

left for action, so sufficient resources 
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are needed to develop a green 

economy in the next five-year term 

of the European Parliament, Gábor 

Vágó said. Insulation for buildings and 

energy modernisation are priorities, 

along with a scheme to revamp 

pre-fab housing estates, he added. 

LMP supports a proposal backed by 

several EU member countries to spend 

a quarter of the EU budget on climate 

protections, Vágó said. He stressed the 

need to transform energy production, 

arguing that from the price of the 

Paks II project, solar panels could be 

installed on all residential homes.

DEPUTY PM INAUGURATES 
POPE JOHN PAUL II STATUE 
IN N HUNGARY

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

inaugurated a bronze statue of St. 

Pope John Paul II in Piliscsaba, near 

Budapest. Addressing the ceremony, 

Semjén said that had it not been for 

John Paul II, Hungarians would still be 

“subjects of the Hungarian People’s 

Republic”. Semjén said Hungary owed 

its liberation from communism to 

Pope John Paul II, former US President 

Ronald Reagan and former Soviet 

President Mikhail Gorbachev. He said 

the three of them had recognised that 

it would have been wrong to “drag 

humanity into a nuclear war”. “As a 

Pole, the pope knew that we’re not just 

individuals but also the members of a 

nation which gave us our language, 

way of thinking and culture,” Semjén 

said. Being a part of a nation “is 

therefore also valuable from the point 

of view of eternity”, he added.

INFINEON INVESTS HUF 32 
BN IN CEGLÉD PLANT

German semiconductor manufacturer 

Infineon Technologies is investing 32 

billion forints (EUR 100m) in its plant 

in Cegléd, in central Hungary, creating 

275 workplaces, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs and Trade Péter Szijjártó said. 

The government is awarding a 6.4 

billion forint grant for the project 

because of the importance of the 

investment. The plant will manufacture 

semiconductors for inverters in electric 

and hybrid vehicles, the minister said. 

The German company group is present 

in 134 countries, so the fact that it has 

chosen Hungary for the investment 

project gives special significance 

to the expansion project, he said. In 

the past five years, 91 large German 

investment projects were carried out in 

Hungary, to a total value of 1,800 billion 

forints and creating 25,000 jobs. The US 

professional magazine Site Selection 

included Hungary among the world’s 

top ten most attractive locations for 

investment, Szijjártó said.

OVER 14,000 HUNGARIANS 
REGISTERED TO VOTE 
ABROAD IN EP ELECTIONS

So far more than 14,000 Hungarians 

have registered to vote abroad at an 

embassy or consulate in the May 26 

European Parliament elections. The 

number of absentee voters registered 

for the EP election is already almost 

double the number of those who 

voted abroad five years ago. Voters 

have until 4pm on May 17 to register 

to vote at one of Hungary’s 132 

diplomatic missions.

Under Hungary’s election rules, 

citizens with a permanent address in 

Hungary who are not going to be in the 

country on May 26 can go to the polls at 

Hungarian embassies and consulates.

According to official election site 

www.valasztas.hu, 14,054 Hungarians 

registered to vote abroad by Saturday 

morning. Most absentee voters, 1,271 

of them, will be casting their ballots 

in London. In 2014, 7,572 Hungarians 

voted at diplomatic missions.


