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China’s Belt and Road Initiative has created an international cooperation project which involves significant infrastructure 

development, boosts trading and promotes the expansion of financial services, he told public Kossuth radio.

Hungary can profit from its geographical location because China’s Maritime Silk Road ends in Greek ports, he said. This will 

generate competition to decide who can transport goods towards inner Europe in the shortest time, he added.

Szijjártó said last year Hungary-China trade broke an absolute record, reaching 8.7 billion dollars, and this year food exports 

are expected to further increase.

In air transport, a new passenger service will be launched between Shanghai and Budapest on June 7, he said. Last year, 

record-many 256,000 Chinese tourists visited Hungary representing a 14% increase from the previous year and this January 

the increase was 32%, he added. In air freight transport, a twice-weekly cargo flight was launched between Budapest and 

Zhengzhou in April, which Szijjártó said could also contribute to boosting trade.

The Budapest-Belgrade railway line which will be modernised in Hungarian-Serbian-
Chinese cooperation will represent the fastest transport link between south-eastern 
Europe and the inner continent, the foreign minister said.

FM: BUDAPEST-BELGRADE LINE TO SPEED UP TRADE
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ORBÁN DRAWS PAST 
DECADE’S LESSONS 
AT BELT AND ROAD FORUM

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán drew 

the global political lessons of the 

past decade at a closed forum of 

delegation heads at the second 

Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, 

his press chief said. Addressing 

the event, Orbán said the valuable 

political lessons of the past decade 

could offer a basis for developing 

responses to the challenges of a new 

world order, Bertalan Havasi said. 

Foreign policies based on 

democracy export are counter-

productive, generating problems 

and destabilising the situation, he 

said, adding that everyone should 

understand the need of mutual 

respect for the cultural, religious and 

political traditions of nations. “It must 

be accepted that political systems 

different from ours can sometimes 

be more successful in economic 

terms, fight more effectively against 

poverty and be more competitive 

than ours,” he said.

Belt and Road is an initiative 

based on mutual respect and the 

acceptance of cultural traditions. It 

grew to become the world’s largest 

economic development project 

over the past few years and offers 

the right response to challenges 

in a changing world order, Orbán 

said. Another lesson learnt from 

the past decade is that the power 

of demographics should not be 

underestimated, he said. When 

people see no perspective for 

making an advance, they start 

seeking a new home. For this reason, 

the most developed countries in the 

world must take help where help 

is needed instead of importing 

problems, Orbán said. The Belt and 

Road Initiative gives an opportunity 

of growth to underdeveloped 

nations, so it gives the right response 

to the causes of migration, he said. 

The third lesson learnt is that free 

trade without physical links is no 

more than “empty rhetoric”, Orbán 

said. Physically linking continents 

requires a large amount of money 

and effort, some amazing works of 

engineering, daring imagination and 

resolute political will, he said. The 

Belt and Road Initiative involves all 

this, he added.

The fourth lesson is a common 

eastern European experience, he 

said. In the past when East and 

West came face to face, central 

Europe always suffered, its economy 

failed to develop, it had no access 

to modern technology and at times 

even lost its freedom, Orbán said. 

“But when East and West worked 

together, there was economic 

prosperity and we lived freely,” 

he said, praising Belt and Road 

for its efforts to create points of 

cooperation between East and West 

instead of generating confrontation.

Concluding his speech, Orbán said 

that Hungary’s largest investment 

project linked to Belt and Road was 

the development of the Budapest-

Belgrade railway line. He added that 

some promising talks were under 

way with Romania and China on a 

high-speed railway link between 

Budapest and Bucharest.

SZIJJÁRTÓ, WANG YI 
AGREE ON DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN

Foreign ministers Péter Szijjártó 

of Hungary and Wang Yi of China 

agreed to implement a five-point 

development plan to further advance 

Hungarian-Chinese relations. Szijjártó 

told MTI that they had agreed to set 

up a Hungarian-Chinese university 

based on the Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences and Hungary’s 

National University of Public Service. 

The related agreement will be signed 

during the Chinese House speaker’s 

visit to Hungary scheduled for late 

May.

The two ministers agreed to start 

preparations for the construction of a 

Budapest-Bucharest rapid railway via 

Cluj-Napoca (Kolozsvár). The project 

will be based on cooperation between 

the Hungarian and Romanian 

governments and carried out with 

Chinese financial and technical help.

The third point of the plan concerns 

cooperation in architecture so that 

Hungarian construction firms and 

engineers should get a chance to 

participate in implementing China’s 

national urbanisation scheme, Szijjártó 

said. 

The two ministers also agreed that 

Hungarian and Chinese companies 
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would seek to jointly carry out water 

management projects in Asia and 

Africa.

The fifth point involves boosting 

tourism by launching new direct 

flights between the two countries, the 

minister said. Szijjártó announced that 

the Chinese foreign minister would 

pay an official visit to Budapest in 

the second half of this year to mark 

the 70th anniversary of Hungarian-

Chinese diplomatic relations.

After talks with Chinese company 

leaders, Szijjártó called it important 

for Hungary that China’s Belt and 

Road Initiative should extend to air 

transport, too. Budapest and Beijing 

are already connected by direct flights. 

From June 7 on, a three-times weekly 

direct Shanghai-Budapest service will 

be launched and talks are under way 

about linking further cities, he added.

Szijjártó, who held talks with senior 

executives of ZTE and Henan Civil 

Aviation Development and Investment 

Co. Ltd., called it vital for the 

development of Hungarian-Chinese 

trade relations that air freight transport 

capacities should be made available. A 

regular cargo flight launched between 

Budapest and Zhengzhou weeks ago 

was an important step in this direction, 

he said. 

Due to the upcoming 

construction of a Budapest-

Belgrade railway link and the air 

freight transport capacity recently 

launched, Chinese logistics firms are 

now planning to set up a logistics 

and warehouse hub near the airport 

in Budapest, Szijjártó said.

FIDESZ: MAY EP ELECTIONS 
MOST IMPORTANT YET

Next month’s European election 

will be the most important one yet, 

Fidesz party director Gábor Kubatov 

said, warning of attempts to reshape 

Europe’s traditions and Christian 

foundations. “They’re practically trying 

to force migrants on us,” Kubatov told 

public radio Kossuth. He said it was 

“very hard to accept” that US billionaire 

George Soros “has more influence 

in Europe than 6-8-10 European 

countries”. “If we keep silent, this won’t 

change,” the party director said. He 

said that while Soros “demands that 

Europe open its borders, he surrounds 

his own home with a 4 metre-high 

stone fence”. “It’s understandable: 

he fears for the safety of his family,” 

Kubatov said. “But he can’t understand 

that we also fear for the safety of our 

own families.”

As regards Fidesz’s election 

campaign, Kubatov said the ruling 

party will continue collecting 

signatures in support of Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán’s plan to stop migration 

so that it could send the strongest 

possible message to Brussels. He 

named migration as Europe’s number 

one issue, saying that it transcended 

party lines. Europe is changing, 

Kubatov said. He named deteriorating 

public safety in western Europe, the 

rise in violence against women and 

anti-Semitism, terrorism and the 

persecution of Christians as challenges 

faced by the continent.

SOCIALISTS DEMAND 
INFO ON GUEST WORKERS 
FROM GOVT

The opposition Socialists-Párbeszéd 

demand information from the 

government about how much money 

has been spent on recruiting guest 

workers and how many non-European 

Union employees are in the country, 

Socialist board member Dávid Bihal said 

over the weekend. Hungary is suffering 

from an emigration crisis because 

600,000 people have already left and 

a further half million plan to move 

abroad, he told a press conference. 

The ruling parties “incite hatred against 

migrants” but at the same time, are 

inviting in economic migrants, he 

said. “Had young Hungarians not been 

chased away, it would not be necessary 

to invite tens of thousands of workers 

from India, Mongolia and Ukraine,” he 

added. He reiterated that the Socialists-

Párbeszéd believe the introduction of a 

European minimum wage, a common 

EU “labour code” and setting up a 

labour centre would offer a solution.

Bence Tordai of Párbeszéd said ruling 

Fidesz’s policies “based on keeping 

Hungarian wages low” would result 

in a social and economic crisis. A wide 

social coalition is being formed with 

the participation of workers, trade 

unions and opposition parties to 

fight these policies, he said. He added 

that they would attempt to convince 

“responsibly-thinking” company heads 

to join these efforts. Tordai said they 

would contact the heads of the 81 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

4

APRIL 29, 2019
MORNING ISSUE AM

companies that have signed strategic 

cooperation agreements with the 

government and ask them to also 

sign an agreement with Hungarian 

society about fair wages and working 

conditions.

PALKOVICS DISCUSSES 
BUDAPEST-BELGRADE 
RAILWAY PROJECT, 
BILATERAL COOPERATION 
IN CHINA

Hungary’s innovation and 

technology minister László 

Palkovics discussed issues 

around the reconstruction of the 

Budapest-Belgrade railway line 

with Ning Jizhe, deputy head of 

China’s National Development 

and Reform Commission 

(NDRC) in Beijing. Following 

the talks, Palkovics told MTI 

that the consortium winning 

implementation of the project 

would be contracted before the 

end of May, while a financing 

agreement would be signed with 

China’s Eximbank before mid-July. 

Construction could start after the 

two agreements take effect, he 

added. Parties at the talks agreed 

to set up a project management 

committee with five Hungarian 

and five Chinese members, 

Palkovics said. He added that Ning 

Jizhe would visit Hungary in June 

or July to inspect works under way.

During the weekend, the 

minister discussed auto industry 

and inter-university cooperation 

in southwestern China’s 

Chongqing. Palkovics attended a 

Chinese-Hungarian auto industry 

innovation forum organised by 

the Hungarian consulate general 

and the Chongqing Science and 

Technology Bureau. The forum 

presented opportunities offered 

by the Hungarian-Chinese 

Technology Transfer Centre as 

well as developments in the 

“smart auto industry”. Speaking 

to Hungarian public media, 

he said most of the Hungarian 

auto industry’s research and 

development concerns the 

development of electronically-

controlled vehicle systems. 

The minister said Hungary was 

“particularly strong” on this 

front, highlighting the unique 

infrastructure of the self-driving 

vehicle test track in Zalaegerszeg, 

in western Hungary.

Palkovics was accompanied on 

his trip by Zsolt Szalay, head of 

the department of automobiles 

and vehicle manufacturing 

at Budapest’s University of 

Technology and Economics, who 

discussed, among other things, 

inter-university cooperation.

The minister also took part 

in a roundtable discussion 

on cooperation between 

Hungarian and Chinese 

universities. The event was 

attended by representatives 

from 16 universities and 11 

other organisations involved in 

education.

COURT SUSPENDS 
PROCEDURES AGAINST 
CZEGLÉDY WITH REGARD 
TO EP CANDIDACY 

A court in Szeged, in southern 

Hungary, suspended legal 

proceedings against Csaba 

Czeglédy, acknowledging his 

immunity as a candidate in the 

European parliamentary elections 

for Hungary’s opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK). The National Elections 

Committee’s approval of DK’s election 

list took effect on Monday, under 

which candidates are granted legal 

immunity and cannot be prosecuted. 

The court, however, has requested 

that the Elections Committee should 

suspend Czeglédy’s immunity so that 

the proceedings could continue. 

Czeglédy, a municipal politician in 

Szombathely, in western Hungary, 

was arrested in July 2017 under 

charges of major fraud and forgery 

of public documents. He was placed 

under house arrest last December, 

and was released in February. He was 

indicted for tax fraud to the tune of 

six billion forints (EUR 18.9m).

FIDESZ TO FILE DATA 
REQUEST WITH EC 
ON ‘MIGRANT CARDS’

Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party will 

submit a data request to the European 

Commission for information on the 

anonymous debit cards that have 

been issued to migrants, MEP Tamás 
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Deutsch said over the weekend. 

Speaking at a press conference, 

Deutsch called it “shocking” that the 

European Commission had issued 

“significantly more” debit cards to 

migrants than previously known and 

that there were multiple types in use. 

He said the latest reports suggested 

that migrants outside the territory of 

the European Union were also being 

issued such cards.

Fidesz wants to know the exact 

number of “anonymous migrant card 

schemes” operated by the European 

Commission or other EU bodies or 

institutions as well as the number 

of cards issued since 2015, Deutsch 

said. The party also wants to know 

how many illegal migrants have been 

given such cards, he added. Fidesz 

is also curious about the amount of 

money the EU has transferred to the 

cards and how much more money 

it wants to spend on the scheme in 

the current funding period, the MEP 

said. Finally, the party also wants to 

know how many migrants who have 

received such debit cards had been 

properly screened and how many 

of them were denied a debit card or 

had their card revoked based on the 

results of those security screenings.

Deutsch said one of the reasons 

why this issue was crucial was 

because of recent confirmation that 

a Syrian terrorist suspect arrested 

in Budapest last year had also been 

given a prepaid bank card after 

arriving in the EU.

STUDENTS PROTEST 
LANGUAGE SKILLS 
REQUIREMENT 
FOR HIGHER EDUCATION 
ENTRY

Students staged a protest in 

Budapest on Friday afternoon against 

government plans under which 

secondary school students would 

be required to obtain a certificate 

of proficiency in a foreign language 

to go on to a university or college 

from 2020 on. At the demonstration, 

organiser Viktor Gyetvai called on 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán to take 

an intermediate level language 

test before September 1, and also 

demanded that the exam should be 

public. 

Should the prime minister fail to 

take the test, the students will initiate 

a referendum aimed at thwarting 

the government plans, he said, and 

argued that entrants should not be 

required to be proficient in foreign 

languages “as long as the Hungarian 

education system is insufficient 

in preparing each student for a 

language test”. The referendum 

should also ensure that “nobody 

should become prime minister in 

Hungary unless they meet universities’ 

entry criteria”, he added. Kriszta Ercse, 

spokesperson for the Civic Public 

Education Platform, suggested that 

foreign language skills should only 

be included among university entry 

criteria “once 85% of Hungary’s MPs 

have obtained an intermediate level 

language certificate”.

LMP DEMANDS LIST 
OF ENDANGERED SPECIES 
IN HUNGARY FROM GOVT

The green opposition LMP has asked 

the innovation and technology 

ministry for a list showing how many 

endangered species live in Hungary, 

Gábor Vágó, the party’s top candidate 

for the European Parliament elections, 

said over the weekend. Vágó said the 

latest United Nations report shows 

that more than one million species 

are on the verge of extinction out of 

the 6 million ones known on Earth. 

LMP will work in the EP towards 

preserving the natural habitat of 

animals living in Hungary and towards 

preventing global climate change 

from becoming irreversible, Vágó said. 

Europe should provide an example 

for the international community by 

developing an economy that focuses 

on humans and nature instead of the 

profit of multinational companies, he 

said.


