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The law which violates the rights of the Hungarian community in the neighbouring country reflects the ideals of outgoing 

President Petro Poroshenko, who pursued an anti-Hungarian policy, Péter Szijjártó said.

Voters in Ukraine elected a new president, Volodymyr Zelensky, with a large majority in Sunday’s ballot, he said, adding 

that it put an end to the Poroshenko era. He expressed hope that the situation concerning the rights of the Hungarian 

community in Ukraine could be “clarified in a dialogue with the new president on the basis of mutual respect”.

“We will do our utmost to restore ties with Ukraine “ after Zelensky enters office. Our aim is to have friendship return between 

Hungary and Ukraine and the outcome of this recent presidential election gives some hope for that,” he said.

The law which makes the use of Ukrainian compulsory as an official language in several areas was passed with a large 

majority. Hungarian organisations in the Carpathian Basin protested against the legislation saying that it eliminated all of 

the minorities’ rights to the use of their own language.

The language law that Ukraine’s parliament approved on Thursday is unacceptable, 
Hungary’s foreign minister told public media.

SZiJJÁrTÓ: UKrAiNE’S lANGUAGE lAW 
UNACCEpTABlE

pM Orbán at Belt and road forum 
in Beijing

 
High school students protest against 
language exam law in Budapest

World table tennis championships 
finals

Govt official at inauguration of 
Croatia ethnic Hungarian party’s new 
media HQM
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Hospice nurse Edina Sztojka, this year’s recipient of the Golden Strap Award 
honouring Roma people who gain recognition in their field
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OrBÁN: HUNGArY 
rEADY TO prOMOTE 
DEVElOpMENT 
OF EUrOpE-CHiNA TiES

 Hungary is ready to promote the 

development of Europe-China 

relations through cooperation 

between China and central and 

eastern Europe, Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán said in Beijing at talks with 

President Xi Jinping on Thursday, 

the Chinese English-language paper 

China Daily reported.

Orbán, who is attending the 

Second Belt and Road Forum for 

International Cooperation in Beijing, 

expressed firm support for the Belt 

and Road Initiative, calling it “an 

opportunity rather than a threat”. 

Orbán said that “the Hungarian 

government and people cherish the 

extraordinary friendship with China” 

and that Hungary is optimistic about 

China’s high-tech development and 

welcomes investment from China. 

The paper cited Xi as saying 

that China and Hungary should 

cooperate within the Belt and Road 

framework, including the upgrade 

of the Budapest-Belgrade railway, 

and “strive for more concrete results”. 

The Chinese president noted that 

“this year marks the 70th anniversary 

of the establishment of diplomatic 

relations between the two countries 

and China looks forward to working 

with Hungary to bring the bilateral 

comprehensive strategic partnership 

to a new level.”

All CONDiTiONS iN plACE 
FOr BOOSTiNG HUNGArY-
CHiNA ECON TiES

All political and cultural conditions 

are in place for further developing 

economic ties between Hungary 

and China, the foreign minister said 

in Beijing, prior to signing bilateral 

business contracts. An effective 

economic cooperation with China 

is key for Hungary as China, the 

world’s largest economy today, 

offers Hungarian businesses a 

major market, Péter Szijjártó said. 

Applying cutting-edge technology, 

Chinese businesses help efforts to 

increase the competitiveness of 

the Hungarian economy. Szijjártó 

noted that Hungary had last year 

established a network of trade offices 

with headquarters in Shanghai, 

adding that Hungary’s Eximbank 

had opened credit lines to promote 

Hungarian businesses in the Chinese 

market. China has become Hungary’s 

top trading partner outside the 

European Union with bilateral 

trade totalling a record 8.7 billion 

dollars in 2018, the minister said. He 

identified cooperation possibilities 

for Hungarian firms in IT and water 

management, as well as in the 

pharmaceutical, transport and food 

production sectors.

After his address, Szijjártó signed 

an agreement on the international 

airports of Budapest and Xi’an to 

allow the expansion of the number 

of destinations for flights. He said 

that Hungarian drugmaker Gedeon 

Richter also signed an agreement 

which Szijjártó said could boost 

pharmaceutical exports.  T h e 

University of Szeged also signed an 

agreement with Huawei on involving 

Hungarian researchers in the Chinese 

telecommunication company’s R+D 

activities, Szijjártó noted.

Continuing good cooperation 

with telecoms giant Huawei is a 

national economic and strategic 

interest for Hungary, Szijjártó said 

after talks with James Li, Huawei 

Technologies European regional 

chairman, and William Wu, head 

of the Hungarian subsidiary. The 

minister told MTI that he had made 

it clear to the Huawei officials that 

no company in Hungary would 

suffer a disadvantage because of 

its nationality as long as it respects 

Hungary’s rules of law. 

Szijjártó said Hungary’s economy 

was undergoing a dimensional 

shift, which coincides with global 

trends that see digital solutions 

and 5G technologies become basic 

conditions of business success. It is a 

basic interest for small countries with 

an open economy, such as Hungary, 

to be ahead of the competition in 

5G infrastructure, he said. From 

this point of view, the strategic 

cooperation agreement Hungary 

signed with Huawei years ago was 

of great importance. 

Szijjártó also held talks with 

company heads of China Ocean and 

Aviation Group Co Ltd and Hainan 

Airlines in Beijing.
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SZiJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY, 
SlOVAKiA prEpArE 
JOiNTlY FOr pOSSiBlE 
FAllOUT OF UKrAiNE GAS 
rOUTE

Hungary and Slovakia are preparing 

together for possible disruptions in 

gas supply via Ukraine as Ukraine 

and Russia have still not concluded a 

transit agreement for after January 1, 

2020, Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with Slovak 

Energy Minister Peter Žiga. After the 

meeting held on the sidelines of the 

Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, Szijjártó 

said Hungary and Slovakia had to be 

prepared for the case of no gas arriving 

via Ukraine. One solution would be 

creating a southern supply line through 

the extension of the Turkish Stream 

pipeline through Bulgaria and Serbia 

to Hungary. Due to the Hungarian-

Slovak interconnector, Slovakia would 

then also have access to gas, he said. 

Hungarian and Slovak gas providers, 

transporters and traders will set up a 

working group in September to prepare 

for such scenarios, he said. Szijjártó also 

noted that Hungary had already agreed 

with Gazprom CEO Alexey Miller to buy 

a part of the 2020 gas supply already in 

2019, and store it in Hungarian facilities.

ÁDEr OpENS ‘DrEAMiNG 
WATErS’ pHOTO 
EXHiBiTiON 

President János Áder opened a 

photo exhibition entitled “Dreaming 

Waters” at Budapest’s Hungarian 

Museum of Natural Sciences. In his 

opening address, the president said 

the exhibition and album of János 

Vizur and Tibor Kercz’s photos portray 

“the mystery of water”. 

Zoltán Korsós, director of the 

museum, said the photos depict a 

variety of shapes, forms and physical 

states water can appear in, along with 

other phenomena related to water.

MOrE THAN 100,000 
FAMiliES AVAil 
OF CSOK HOME pUrCHASE 
SUBSiDiES

More than 100,000 families have 

taken advantage of the government’s 

CSOK housing subsidy scheme since 

its introduction in July 2015, the state 

secretary for youth and family affairs 

said. Families have availed of some 300 

billion forints (EUR 931m) in grants in 

the framework of the scheme, Katalin 

Novák told reporters in Budapest.

Calculating with an average of four 

people per household, the subsidies 

have helped some 420,000 people, 

she said. Novák noted that under the 

government’s family protection action 

plan, from July, families can avail of a 

preferential loan which can be used 

for buying second-hand homes. Under 

the plan, couples who have or commit 

to having two children are eligible for 

10 million forints and couples with 

three children for 15 million forints 

in preferential loans, she said. Novák 

noted that the state will pay 1 million 

forints of the principal of mortgage 

loans of families after the birth of 

their second child. After the birth of 

a third child, it will pay 4 million, and 

1 million forints after the birth of each 

subsequent child.

GOVT OFFiCiAl: FiSCAl 
COST OF FAMilY SUppOrT 
MEASUrES TO rEACH 0.3% 
OF GDp iN 2019

The fiscal costs of family support 

measures unveiled by the 

government in February are 

expected to reach 0.3% of GDP this 

year and 1.1% of GDP next year, a 

government official said.

The measures will not impact the 

general government deficit target 

in either year, finance ministry 

state secretary Gábor Gion said 

at a conference organised by the 

Hungarian Economics Society.

Gion said that the measures could 

lift GDP growth by 0.1 to 0.2% this 

year and by 0.3 to 0.5% next year. A 

month earlier, the National Bank of 

Hungary estimated the fiscal cost 

of the family support measures to 

reach 0.1% of GDP this year and 

climb to around 0.4% of GDP in 2020 

and 2021.

The additional family support 

measures, which include interest-free 

credit for prenatal support, subsidies 

for new cars and an increase in the 

number of places in creches, among 

others, were announced by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán in February as 

part of the government’s efforts to 

deal with falling population rates.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu4

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Eszter Szabó, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

April 26, 2019
AFTErNOON iSSUE PM

lMp CAllS 
FOr SCrAppiNG pAKS 
UpGrADE 
ON ANNiVErSArY 
OF CHErNOBYl DiSASTEr

Green opposition LMP will submit 

a draft resolution to parliament 

proposing to scrap the upgrade 

of the nuclear plant in Paks, party 

co-leaders said, marking the 33rd 

anniversary of the nuclear disaster 

in Chernobyl. Nuclear energy has 

remained unsafe, they said.

László Lóránt Keresztes said the 

draft resolution would call for a 

new energy policy, obliging the 

government to phase out nuclear 

energy and cancel the contract 

with Russia on the upgrade of 

the country’s sole nuclear power 

plant located in central Hungary.  

The contract has failed “because 

all arguments in favour of it have 

failed”. The Russians have been 

unable to provide plans complying 

with Hungarian and EU standards, 

Keresztes said. The power generated 

by Paks would also be expensive, 

he insisted, as the government can 

keep the prices low only by ignoring 

future costs of spent fuel storage. 

Keresztes noted that the investment 

had been launched in 2009 by the 

then Socialist energy minister, Csaba 

Molnár, and 98% of parliament had 

voted in favour. It follows that all 

parties need to be convinced on the 

issue, he said. 

Márta Demeter, the other co-

leader, said that the future of 

Hungary lied with prudent energy 

management and sustainable 

resources which can truly guarantee 

the people’s health and energy 

security. The Paks upgrade is also 

questionable from a national 

security point of view as it increases 

the influence of Russian President 

Vladimir Putin here, she said.

rATE OF pOpUlATiON 
DECliNE iNCrEASES 
iN JAN-FEB

There were fewer births and more 

deaths in Hungary in the first two 

months of the year compared with 

the same period a year earlier, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

Fully 5.1% fewer children (13,891) 

were born in January and February 

compared with the same months 

a year earlier, while the number of 

deaths (26,106) increased by 11%. The 

rate of natural population decline 

(3,230) was 36% higher compared 

with the same period last year. The 

number of marriages declined, with 

3,319 couples tying the knot, down 72 

compared with the first two months 

of 2018.

BUDApEST’S HONVÉD 
HOSpiTAl TrEATS 
WOUNDED UKrAiNiAN 
SOlDiErS

Budapest’s Honvéd hospital has 

treated wounded Ukrainian soldiers, 

the commander of the Hungarian 

Defence Forces Medical Centre said. 

István Kun Szabó said that Hungary 

has been helping Ukraine with the 

treatment of its wounded soldiers 

since 2014. Since then, Hungary 

has provided medical treatment 

for 39 soldiers, three of whom 

were discharged on Friday. Honvéd 

hospital has treated many wounded 

soldiers in the past and is ready to 

keep doing so, Kun Szabó said, 

adding that many of the hospital’s 

doctors have military experience.

Liubov Nepop, Ukraine’s 

ambassador to Hungary, expressed 

her country’s gratitude to the 

Hungarian government and the 

staff of Honvéd hospital. She 

said that with Russian aggression 

causing more and more casualties 

and injured soldiers, Ukraine would 

continue to require Hungary’s help 

in this area.


