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Ahead of the talks, Orbán said it was a great “honour” to be invited to the second forum of the Belt and Road Initiative 

scheduled for Friday and Saturday. Belt and Road is a “serious safeguard of worldwide free trade and the freedom of 

world economy”, he said. As “Hungarians need an open world economy,” Hungary is ready to cooperate further within 

the initiative, and will reject “all outside ideological pressure” to the contrary because the Hungarian government will 

“always act according to national interests”, Orbán said. Chinese companies have greatly contributed to modernising the 

Hungarian economy. Chinese investments have now reached some 4.5 billion dollars in Hungary, Orbán said, proposing 

that the inflow of capital investments be upheld in the future.

Li Keqiang praised Sino-Hungarian cooperation, expressing hope that it would be extended further in sectors such as 

digitisation. Cooperation has yielded results and offers great opportunities for large companies as well as SMEs, he said. 

Free trade and economic development will strengthen world peace, too, he said.

The Belt and Road Initiative is in full harmony with Hungarian interests, Prime Minister 
Viktor Orbán said in Beijing, at talks with Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang.

ORBÁN PRAISES BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE

Orbán at Belt and Road Initiative  
in Beijing

Stats Office report on demographics 
in Jan-Feb 2019

Table Tennis World Championships  
in Budapest

M
TI

/Z
ol

tá
n 

Ba
lo

gh

Norwegian writer Karl Ove Knausgard at the Budapest International Book Festival
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CONTRACT ON BUDAPEST-
BELGRADE RAILWAY 
UPGRADE TO BE SIGNED 
BY MAY 25

A Chinese-Hungarian consortium that 

has won a tender to upgrade a rail line 

connecting Budapest and Belgrade 

will sign a contract by May 25, Foreign 

Minister Péter Szijjártó said in Beijing. 

Details of the financing contract for 

the upgrade between Exim Bank of 

China and the Hungarian government 

are expected to be hammered out by 

the middle of summer. Construction 

could start early in 2020 and be 

completed within five years, he said. 

China is financing 85% of the cost 

of upgrading the line which will 

become part of a corridor for delivery 

of Chinese goods to Europe from the 

port of Piraeus in Greece.

Szijjártó, who is in Beijing on an 

official visit with Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán, said bilateral agreements had 

been signed on exports of poultry 

to China, on the establishment of a 

working group to promote free trade, 

and on cooperation in the area of 

digital development.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR 
LATEST TECHNOLOGIES, 
CHINA INVESTMENT 

After achieving full employment, 

Hungary has a pressing need for the 

latest technologies, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said in Beijing, adding 

that Hungary is interested in free 

global trade and investments by 

Chinese companies. Speaking at the 

Belt and Road economic cooperation 

forum, Szijjártó noted that Hungary 

and China are celebrating the 70th 

anniversary of diplomatic relations 

this year, adding that bilateral ties have 

never been as good as now. 

Szijjártó said that the Hungarian 

economy was leaving behind an era 

of “made in Hungary” and entering 

a new “dimension” of “invented in 

Hungary”. The focus is no longer 

on creating a large number of new 

jobs but increasing the market 

share of modern technologies, he 

said. The minister argued that the 

era of western investment directed 

at cheap labour in the east was 

over, and insisted that “the pace of 

global economic changes is at least 

as much dictated by the East as by 

the West”. Hungary is interested in 

opening to the east and in attracting 

investment from China, for which 

Hungary offers “a rather attractive 

environment” of low taxes and 

flexible labour laws. Hungary has 

made “extraordinary efforts” to 

increase its competitiveness and 

is fully interested in building a 

global free trade; “that is why we 

are against any barriers, restrictions 

and sanctions”, Szijjártó said. “The 

freer global trade is, the better for 

us,” he added. 

Szijjártó said that Belt and Road was 

an adequate answer to challenges of 

a new economic era, and noted that 

Hungary was the first EU member to 

sign in support of the initiative. The 

initiative is in line with Hungary’s 

interests and national strategy 

“dubbed Eastern opening”, he said. 

China is Hungary’s largest trading 

partner outside Europe, the turnover 

of bilateral trade reaching a record 8.7 

billion dollars last year and Chinese 

investments in Hungary exceeding 4.2 

billion dollars, Szijjártó said. During his 

visit, the minister signed an agreement 

on eliminating barriers to further 

economic cooperation in light of 

current trade trends.

VARGA: STRONGER V4-
JAPAN COOPERATION 
COULD IMPROVE V4 
STABILITY

Strengthening cooperation between 

the Visegrad Group countries and 

Japan could improve the stability 

and importance of the four-nation 

group, Hungary’s finance minister said. 

Addressing a meeting of Visegrad 

Four prime ministers and their 

Japanese counterpart in Bratislava, 

Mihály Varga said that stronger V4-

Japan cooperation would intensify 

links between these two developed 

and fast-growing regions in the 

world. This could also enhance the 

role of central and eastern European 

countries in the EU, he added.

The meeting focused on ways to 

expand economic cooperation, with 

special regard to opportunities in 

research and innovation. The future 

of the EU, migration, the EP elections 

and responses to global challenges 

were also discussed.
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NÉMETH: HUNGARY, 
BULGARIA CLOSE FRIENDS 

Hungary and Bulgaria work in close 

cooperation towards protecting 

Christian communities and 

establishing a new form of partnership 

in central Europe, the head of 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee 

said after talks with Bulgarian Deputy 

Prime Minister Mariana Nikolova in 

Budapest. Nikolova visited Budapest to 

attend a conference marking the 575th 

anniversary of the Battle of Várna.

Hungary and Bulgaria are 

participating in central and eastern 

Europe’s Three Seas Initiative and are 

frontrunners in regional infrastructure 

development projects including 

energy, Zsolt Németh told reporters. 

He highlighted close ties between the 

two countries, noting the celebration 

of Hungarian-Bulgarian Friendship Day 

for the third time this year.

Miklós Soltész, the state secretary 

in charge of churches, minorities 

and civil affairs, told the conference 

that there is still a pressing need for 

joining forces with nations in the 

Balkans and for the European Union to 

handle these countries as full-fledged 

members. He said if nations in the 

Balkans are not treated as “allies and 

full-fledged partners” then “there will 

be trouble once again” in the region. 

Western Europe, however, has failed to 

recognise this threat, he said.

The government helps ethnic 

Bulgarians living in Hungary preserve 

their mother tongue and supports the 

Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Hungary 

because Bulgarian Christians deserve the 

same rights and opportunities as other 

long-standing churches in Hungary.

Nikolova said the conference 

demonstrated that Bulgaria and 

Hungary “were making efforts to 

preserve their cultural identities and 

traditions”. The Battle of Varna is a 

symbol of the centuries-old relations 

between Hungary and Bulgaria, 

she said. It was also symbolic that 

Hungarians, Bulgarians, Transylvanians, 

Bohemians, Wallachians, Bosnians and 

Poles joined forces to protect Christian 

values and their freedom, she added.

An international alliance was set 

up in 1444 to stop the Ottoman land 

gains in Europe, with the aim to liberate 

the Balkans. On November 10, the 

Ottoman army defeated the Christian 

army commanded by Wladyslaw III of 

Poland (also King of Hungary), who 

died in the battle.

MOL: CRUDE QUALITY 
ACCEPTABLE IN 
FRIENDSHIP PIPELINE 
SOUTHERN ARM

The quality of crude arriving in 

Hungary and Slovakia on the southern 

arm of the Druzhba, or “Friendship”, 

pipeline meets set standards, 

Hungarian oil and gas company MOL 

told MTI. The company said it was 

conducting regular testing of oil at 

the entry points.

Refineries in Poland have suspended 

imports of oil from the pipeline 

because it was found to contain high 

levels of organic chloride, a material 

used to boost oil output which must 

be separated before shipment as it can 

destroy refining equipment.

MOL said it was aware of concerns 

about the quality of oil flowing 

through the northern section of the 

Druzhba pipeline. MOL and Slovnaft, 

its Slovak subsidiary, are in talks with 

regulators and companies in charge of 

crude oil supply to the region, it added.

TARLÓS: FEWER RATS  
IN BUDAPEST BUT STILL 
TOO MANY

Budapest residents have reported 

fewer “rat sightings” in the city since 

last August but “their number is still 

higher than acceptable”, Budapest 

Mayor István Tarlós told commercial 

television channel ATV. Tarlós said that 

the municipal pest control company 

is “working continuously” and added 

that it is a “silly notion” that Budapest 

should have ever been completely rat-

free. “There have been no large cities 

without rats, nor will there ever be” due 

to tunnels, sewers, railway stations and 

illegal waste dumps, he said.

Quoting a recent statement by the 

public health authority, Tarlós said that, 

despite the presence of rats, the city is 

not at risk of an epidemic. Concerning 

the pest control company, Tarlós said 

that the firm had won a public bid 

last year and was doing the job at a 

23 percentage point lower price than 

its predecessor.

In the municipal assembly on 

Wednesday, Gergely Karácsony of 
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the opposition Párbeszéd party 

said Budapest’s “most crucial issue 

is if the city can stay a rat-free city 

or it has to get accustomed to rats 

running about in the street”. He 

said the city’s management was 

unable to handle the problem and 

voiced incomprehension at the city’s 

dismissing the company which had 

“provided faultless pest control for 

47 years”.

DK TO BACK STUDENT 
PROTEST AGAINST 
LANGUAGE EXAM LAW

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) is backing a student 

demonstration to be held on Friday 

in protest against a new law making 

university application conditional 

on passing a language exam. Such 

a measure would close the doors 

to higher education for over half 

of the students completing high 

school next year, party leader 

Ferenc Gyurcsány said. “It would 

tread roughshod over the hopes and 

chances of today’s youth,” he added. 

Some 450 to 500 language teachers 

are currently missing from public 

education, which makes poorer 

students and residents of small 

towns or villages more vulnerable 

to the law’s consequences, he said. 

Additionally, the current public 

education system only teaches 

languages up to a lower level 

than that required at university 

and college admissions, he said. 

Gyurcsány stressed that he was not 

against learning languages, which 

he called a key asset, but calling 

for public schools to shoulder 

that task. Answering a question, 

Gyurcsány said DK continued 

to support Párbeszéd co-leader 

Gergely Karácsony’s bid for mayor 

of Budapest.

EUROPEAN CIVIL 
COOPERATION CONFERENCE 
FORMED TO REPRESENT 
CIVIL INITIATIVES IN EU

Representatives of NGOs from 15 

countries founded the European 

Civil Cooperation Conference in 

Budapest, with a view to better 

represent civil movements in the 

EU, László Csizmadia, founder of the 

pro-government Civil Union Forum 

(COF) and allied COKA foundation, 

which spearheaded the initiative, 

told public television.

At the presser ahead of the founding 

conference, Csizmadia called for 

reforms in the EU. Civil organisations’ 

voices must be heard and the 

sovereignty of nation states respected, 

he said. The founders believe that the 

future of Europe lies in Judeo-Christian 

civilisation, Csizmadia said.

Vince Szalay-Bobrovniczky, the 

Prime Minister’s Office’s deputy 

state secretary for relations with 

civil society, said that over 60,000 

civil organisations received some 

284 billion forints (EUR 881.8m) 

domestic and EU funding last 

year. “NGOs are alive and well in 

Hungary,” he said.

FLASH FLOOD EARLY 
WARNING SYSTEM TO BE 
INSTALLED IN HUNGARY, 
SERBIA BORDER REGION

Hungary and Serbia will install a 

precipitation and flash flood early 

warning system in an EU-funded 

cross border project, the directorate 

for the Hungarian project partner said. 

Flash floods occur more frequently in 

central Europe due to extreme and 

uneven dispersion of rain caused 

by climate change, a department 

of Szeged University in southern 

Hungary told MTI. These floods pose 

serious risks and can cause severe 

damage to urban areas in the region, 

the public relations department said 

in a statement. The monitoring system 

will be developed by the Szeged and 

Novi Sad (Újvidék) universities in 

cooperation with project partners 

and cover a broader area around the 

two cities. The EU is providing 750,000 

euros to support the project.

GOVT TO SET UP INSTITUTE 
OF COMPARATIVE LAW 
NAMED AFTER FORMER 
PRESIDENT MÁDL

The government will set up the Mádl 

Ferenc Institute of Comparative Law 

effective June 1 and its task will be 

to assist legislative work, the justice 

minister said. During the preparation 

of various legal regulations, the 

government wants information about 

the solutions used in other countries, 
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László Trócsányi who proposed setting 

up the institute said. The institute will 

operate as a central office, supporting 

the justice ministry, he said. Similar 

institutes operate in several other 

countries, including Switzerland, 

Greece and Poland, Trócsányi added. 

A staff of some thirty people will work 

at the institute, researching mostly 

the legal systems of other Visegrad 

Group and European Union countries, 

he said. The European Public Law 

Organisation (EPLO) will be a partner 

institution, he added. The minister 

said Mádl had been among the first 

public personalities to highlight the 

importance of comparative law.

SZIGET FESTIVAL BUDGET 
OVER HUF 10 BN

The budget of this year’s Sziget 

Festival, to be held between August 

7 and 13 in Budapest, will surpass 10 

billion forints (EUR 31m), organisers 

said. The festival will feature headliners 

like Ed Sheeran, Macklemore, The 

National, Franz Ferdinand, Richard 

Ashcroft, Florence + The Machine, 

Johnny Marr, Twenty One Pilots and 

the Foo Fighters, they said. It also 

offers a rich selection of cultural 

programmes, they said, such as 

the Love Revolution campaign for 

environmental protection and human 

rights. The Sziget festival in 2018 

attracted a record 565,000 visitors.

The line up in the A38 tent includes 

Frank Turner, Razorlight, CHVRCHES, 

Xavier Rudd, James Blake, Richie Hawtin 

and Broken Social Scene whereas Petőfi 

Rádio-Telekom VOLT will offer on its 

stage for the first time foreign acts next 

to Hungarians, programme director 

József Kardos said. These include Gili 

Yalo, Shake Shake Go, Stella Donnelly 

and Inspector Cluzo.

Sziget will continue its “Love 

Revolution” campaign addressing 

issues such as environment protection 

and human rights.  Under the 

campaign performances and short 

speeches will be given for the first 

time on the Main Stage between acts 

to draw attention to social changes 

around the world and society’s 

collective responsibility.

Speakers to give addresses include 

renowned environmentalist and UN 

Peace Envoy Jane Goodall, and poet, 

activist Emi Mahmoud, an UNHCR 

Goodwill Ambassador and former 

refugee. Former US Vice President Al 

Gore, founder of The Climate Reality 

Project civil group, will deliver a video-

message to Sziget-goers, Kardos said.

He highlighted programmes 

addressing issues around migration 

and cultural diversity at the Civil 

Island, one of which will allow live 

discussions with 40 spots around the 

world including Iraq, the Gaza Strip 

and North Africa about tolerance 

and social integration in a studio 

set up in a container.

HUNGARIAN FILM 
CLASSICS SCREENED  
IN LOS ANGELES 

The Hungarian-American Film-theatre 

Society will present Hungarian film 

classics at a festival in Los Angeles, Béla 

Bunyik, the head of the society, said.

The festival will open on Thursday 

with Péter Gothár’s Time stands still 

(1982) and present films by Oscar-

winning István Szabó, as well as by 

Miklós Jancsó, Károly Makk, Zoltán 

Fábri and Márta Mészáros from 

the collections of the Hungarian 

National Film Fund and the 

Hungarian National Film Archives. 


