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Orbán paid an official visit to Kazakhstan where he held talks with President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev. “We are tied to the 

peoples of the Central Asian region through our historical roots,” Orbán said. 

Everything happening today in international politics, he said, was a reflection of the new balance between East and West. 

“In the past, it was a given that the West had reason to believe … that it was the strongest player in the world,” Orbán said. 

But the situation has now changed, he said, arguing that the East was continuously getting stronger. The next ten years 

will also be about this shift in balance, he added.

“We tend to forget that democracy is not just about the right to take part in an election and debate shared issues,” he 

said. Democracy is also a form of government, and “the right to freedom of expression and voting rights must converge 

in effective and stable governance”, he said. Kazakhstan has been a leading country in terms of stability in recent years, 

Orbán said, adding that the ongoing global changes would further strengthen the country’s stability.

Hungary views the changed balance between East and West as an opportunity rather 
than a danger and wants to use it to bolster its ties with Eastern countries, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán said in Nursultan.

ORBÁN PRAISES KAZAKHSTAN STABILITY

Prime ministers of V4, Japan meet in 
Bratislava

 
Bulgaria’s Deputy Prime Minister 
Mariana Nikolova in Budapest

 
26th Budapest International Book 
Festival opens
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Dalma Ujpál holds a presentation of boccia, a precision ball sport played by 
disabled athletes
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ORBÁN, TOKAYEV 
VOW TO STRENGTHEN 
HUNGARIAN-KAZAKH TIES

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called 

for establishing strong and close 

economic relations between 

Kazakhstan and Hungary, at a 

press conference held after talks 

with President Kassym-Jomart 

Tokayev. The geographical distance 

between Hungary and Kazakhstan 

make that goal “hard, but not 

impossible”, Orbán said. Hungary 

and Kazakhstan worked hard to set 

up joint business ventures, he said, 

noting that Hungary was one of the 

first countries to contribute to the 

establishment of a financial centre 

in Nursultan.

Orbán noted that the two countries 

had set up an investment fund, which 

has helped finance an agricultural 

project. The second project to be 

carried out via the fund’s help, the 

construction of a milk plant, has 

already been approved, he added. 

He also said Hungary was getting 

ready to send a delegation of some 

100 businesspeople to Kazakhstan 

with a view to exploring further 

cooperation opportunities. 

Tokayev called Hungary an 

important European Union and 

central European partner for 

Kazakhstan, saying that the two 

countries were bound by their 

political and economic interests 

as well as their historical roots. 

The president said Hungary was 

the first country to sign a strategic 

partnership agreement with 

Kazakhstan, which he said had 

proved that the two countries 

understood each other and strived 

for closer cooperation.

Tokayev underlined the 

importance of the work of 

the strategic council and the 

intergovernmental mixed committee. 

The Hungarian delegation due to 

arrive in Kazakhstan at the end of 

the month, he said, would “give 

new momentum to trade and 

economic relations and take bilateral 

investment cooperation to a new 

level”. 

HUNGARIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY TO PROVIDE 
HUF 11 M AID TO SRI 
LANKA

The Hungarian foreign ministry 

will provide 11 million forints (EUR 

34,000) of fast aid to Sri Lanka, where 

several terrorist attacks killed at least 

321 during the Easter festivities. The 

ministry said the aid would serve to 

ease the damage done by the attacks 

and help the severely injured. The 

ministry’s aid comes in addition to the 

9 million forints offered earlier within 

the Hungary Helps programme, the 

statement said. The ministry said that 

the “shocking” attacks, which injured 

some 500 people in a series of blasts, 

are “proof that Christianity is under 

attack and that its protection is the 

duty of all countries based on Christian 

culture.”

KÖVÉR MARKS 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
OF JUDICIAL 
INDEPENDENCE LAW

Judicial independence is not 

absolute nor can it be self-serving, 

Speaker of Parliament László Kövér 

told a conference marking the 

150th anniversary of the adoption of 

Hungary’s law guaranteeing judicial 

independence in Parliament. Judges 

can be neither independent from the 

state nor “appendages” of it, Kövér 

said. The speaker called the law on 

judicial independence a cornerstone 

of the state, saying that it was “no 

accident” that it had lasted “for as long 

as Hungary’s independence -- until 

the middle of the 20th century”.

Kövér said the generation that “gets 

to reorganise the state” was lucky to 

have that opportunity. He said 1990 

had seen the end of communism and 

2010 the end of post-communism in 

Hungary. He said the goal today in 

European politics was the “elimination 

of democratic national states in 

the name of globalism” and the 

acquisition of control over Europe’s 

resources.

SOCIALISTS-PÁRBESZÉD 
TO PROPOSE BILL 
ON MAKING OLAF 
REPORTS PUBLIC

The opposition Socialist-Párbeszéd 

alliance will propose a bill to parliament 

to make the reports of the European 
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anti-fraud office (OLAF) public, the 

parties’ officials said.

Socialist lawmaker Ildikó Borbély 

Bangó noted that graft costs 

Hungary over 500 billion forints 

(EUR 1.5bn) annually, and called for 

the country to join the European 

Prosecutor’s Office.  To curb 

corruption, Hungarian employees 

should receive European wages 

“and not only ministers and state 

secretaries should be well-paid”, she 

said. She also called for a European 

minimum wage and a European 

family allowance. 

Párbeszéd spokesman Richárd 

Barabás noted that Párbeszéd MEP 

Benedek Jávor had submitted a 

draft law to the European Parliament 

which will oblige member states 

to make OLAF reports public. The 

bill the parties plan to submit to 

the Hungarian parliament would 

harmonise Hungarian laws with that 

legislation, he said.

MINISTRY CONFIRMS 
THREE-MONTH DEFICIT 
AT 14.2% OF FULL-YEAR 
TARGET 

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 141.9 

billion forint (EUR 442.3m) deficit at 

the end of March, the finance ministry 

confirmed in a second reading of data 

released. The three-month deficit 

reached 14.2% of the 998.4 billion 

forint full-year target. The ministry said 

that the full-year accrual-based deficit 

target of 1.8% of GDP was achievable, 

parallel with a reduction in public debt.

In March alone, the budget ran a 

deficit of 209.3 billion forints after 

a sizeable surplus in January and 

a smaller deficit in February. The 

central budget ran a 139.6 billion forint 

deficit at the end of March, the social 

insurance funds were 3.7 billion forints 

in the red, but the separate state funds 

had a surplus of 1.4 billion forints, the 

ministry confirmed. January-March 

revenues of the budget excluding 

local councils rose by an annual 14.8% 

to 4,958.5 billion forints with rising 

tax revenues and revenues from the 

European Union jumping compared to 

2018. Revenue from state assets more 

than doubled with revenue arriving 

from frequency sales.

NEW MEDIA ART IN 
HUNGARY PAVILION’S 
FOCUS AT VENICE 
BIENNALE

Contemporary new media art will 

be in the spotlight for the first time 

in the Hungarian pavilion at the 

prestigious Venice Biennale this year, 

State Secretary of Culture Péter Fekete 

told a press conference. An exhibition 

will feature “imaginary cameras” by 

prominent Hungarian contemporary 

visual artist Tamás Waliczky in 23 

lightboxes along with animations 

and an interactive multimedia display 

allowing the visitor to try one of his 

optical devices. The artist said that he 

had “dreamed up and constructed” 

various new types of virtual cameras 

using graphic design software 

especially for the Venice Biennale. “My 

pieces are about understanding how 

visual perception works; my cameras 

and optical devices highlight the 

possibility of manipulation,” he said. 

Waliczky will lead guided tours at the 

exhibition running between May 11 

and November 24.

SZIJJÁRTÓ OPENS 
HUNGARIAN JEWISH 
SPORTS EXHIBITION 
IN NEW YORK

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó opened 

an exhibition on Hungarian Jewish 

sports in New York late on Tuesday. 

The exhibition set up by the Maccabi 

VAC Hungary sports club at Hungary’s 

consulate-general comprises 15 

display boards presenting the athletes, 

culture and history of Hungarian 

Jewish sports. 

As regards Hungarian-Israeli 

relations, the minister noted in his 

address that Hungary recently opened 

a foreign trade mission in Jerusalem 

and a Hungarian cultural season in Tel 

Aviv. Szijjártó also expressed Hungary’s 

honour in hosting this year’s Maccabi 

Europe Games, saying that it was “the 

best answer to all the dumb fake news 

about rising anti-Semitic attitudes in 

our country”. The Maccabi Games will 

be held from July 29 to August 7, with 

over 2,500 Jewish athletes from 30 

countries competing in 29 branches 

of sport.


