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The increased destabilisation of Europe’s southern and south-eastern neighbourhood has forced millions to flee their homes 

in recent years, with many of those people fleeing abroad, Péter Szijjártó said in his address to the UN General Assembly 

debate on the mechanism to ensure accountability for the atrocities in Syria.

The minister said this situation had been further aggravated by Brussels’ “pro-migration policies”. Szijjártó said that since the 

global coalition fighting terrorism had ejected the Islamic State militant group from 98% of the territory it had occupied, it 

was time to start supporting and organising the repatriation of migrants. He said that in order to successfully send migrants 

back to their homelands, the right legal, infrastructural, security and accountability conditions needed to be in place. The 

latter condition, he said, was especially important, because crimes against humanity could not be left unpunished. Hungary 

contributes an annual 15 million forints (EUR 47,000) to the UN’s mechanism to ensure accountability for the atrocities in 

Syria, Szijjártó said. 

The international community should focus on the repatriation of migrants rather than 
on promoting and organising immigration, Hungary’s foreign minister said at a United 
Nations debate in New York.
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OrBÁN, ÁDEr 
CONGrATUlATE 
UKrAiNE’S ZElENSKY ON 
ElECTiON WiN

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 

sent a letter to Volodymyr Zelensky 

congratulating him on his election 

as Ukraine’s new president. The 

Hungarian government will 

continue to work towards further 

developing Hungarian-Ukrainian 

relations, Orbán said. The prime 

minister said he was counting on 

Zelensky’s cooperation in that 

endeavour and looking forward to 

working with him. He wished the 

newly elected Ukrainian president 

much success in his work.

President János Áder in his letter 

congratulated Zelensky on “winning 

by a large margin” and said it was of 

primary importance to Hungary that 

its largest neighbour should be a 

stable, democratic and prosperous 

country. “The Hungarian people have 

always looked on with sympathy, and 

actively supported the Ukrainian 

nation’s aims to build an independent 

country based on European values 

and the harmonic coexistence of 

peoples and ethnic minorities,” 

Áder said in the letter. He expressed 

hope that Zelensky’s presidency 

would open a new chapter in the 

two countries’ relations, and that 

the ethnic Hungarian and Ukrainian 

minorities living in the two countries 

would “build the bridges” in those 

relations.

rUliNG pArTiES WiDEN 
lEAD iN NEW Ep ElECTiON 
pOll

With just over a month to go until the 

European parliamentary elections, 

the ruling Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

alliance has widened its lead over 

rivals, according to a fresh poll by the 

Századvég Institute.

If the elections were held this 

Sunday, 36% of the entire electorate 

would vote for Fidesz. In the whole 

sample, 9% would vote for the 

opposition nationalist Jobbik, while 

the Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance would 

garner 7% of the vote. The leftist 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

would get 5%, with opposition LMP 

and the liberal Momentum Movement 

both standing at 3%, the poll showed. 

The radical nationalist Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) Movement would get 1%, 

with all other parties garnering 2% of 

the vote. Fully 34% of those asked were 

uncertain of their party preference.

Among decided voters, Fidesz is 

supported by 54%, Jobbik by 14% 

and the Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance 

by 10%. DK is backed by 9% while LMP 

and Momentum are each supported 

by 4%. Mi Hazánk is backed by 2% of 

decided voters, while all other parties 

have a combined 3% support.

Századvég’s phone poll was 

conducted between April 10 and 21 

with a randomly selected sample of 

1,000 voting-age adults.

Fidesz currently has 12 delegates in 

the EP, Jobbik has 3, the Socialists and 

DK have 2 each and LMP and the now-

defunct Együtt-Párbeszéd alliance 

have 1 each.

FiDESZ COllECTS 1.15 M 
SiGNATUrES TO SUppOrT 
pM’S prOGrAMME 

Some 1.15 million signatures have been 

collected so far in support of Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán’s seven-point 

programme to stop migration, ruling 

Fidesz communications director Balázs 

Hidvéghi said.

The people have expressed their 

agreement with Orbán and Fidesz in 

that Europe must be protected and 

migration must be stopped, Hidvéghi 

said. Based on feedback so far, people 

consider it especially important that 

“handling migration should be taken 

away from Brussels bureaucrats” and 

returned to national governments, 

he added. Proposals that no country 

should be forced to take in migrants 

and that the EU should have anti-

migration leaders have also met with 

full agreement among supporters, 

Hidvéghi said. “This is what’s at stake 

at the European Parliament elections 

on May 26,” he added.

pÁrBESZÉD CAllS 
ON GOVT TO CANCEl 
‘illEGiTiMATE’ pAKS DEAl

The Hungary-Russia agreement 

concerning an upgrade of the Paks 

nuclear plant is against regulations 

effective at the time of its signing 

in 2014, Benedek Jávor, MEP of 
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opposition Párbeszéd, said, calling 

on the government to terminate the 

contested contract. Jávor noted that 

under a court ruling in February, the 

company in charge of the Paks upgrade 

was obliged to publish the contracts 

governing the upgrade project.

Jávor argued that the contracts, 

drafted in English and Russian, violated 

the requirement that agreements 

concerning national assets should be 

written in Hungarian. Stipulations at the 

time also made it mandatory that such 

agreements should be governed by 

Hungarian law, whereas the contracting 

Hungarian government and Russian 

company Rosatom agreed that the 

Paks deal would be governed by Swiss 

regulations, he added. As a further 

problem, Jávor mentioned that under 

the contract, the Russian party would 

be granted the right to disassemble the 

plant’s four current blocks at the end of 

their lifespan, without any competition. 

In addition, no obligation is included 

for the Russian side to supply spares 

for the two new blocks, he added. On 

another subject, Jávor said his party was 

expecting to win 3 seats in the next 

European Parliament.

HUNGArY OFFErS 
EMErGENCY AiD TO 
Sri lANKA ATTACK 
SUrViVOrS

The Hungarian government will 

offer 9 million forints (EUR 28,100) 

in emergency aid to people gravely 

injured and children orphaned in 

Sunday’s bomb attacks in Sri Lanka, 

the state secretary in charge of helping 

persecuted Christians said. Speaking 

to public current affairs channel M1, 

Tristan Azbej said the government 

would then look into providing other, 

larger-scale forms of assistance. The 

state secretary said the primary task 

after such an attack was expressing 

condolences to the families of the 

victims. He added, however, that “there 

were some who tried to conceal that 

this was an attack against Christianity 

and the West.”

Azbej said Christianity was “the 

most persecuted religion in the 

world”. The persecution of Christians 

claims more than 4,000 victims a 

year, he said, adding that major 

international organisations and Western 

governments were still not devoting 

enough attention to this issue. This was 

why, he said, the government launched 

its Hungary Helps humanitarian scheme 

in 2016, focused on, among other 

things, aiding persecuted Christians.

More than 300 people were killed 

and 500 injured in the Easter Sunday 

bombings that targeted churches and 

hotels.

lMp UrGES ‘NATiONAl 
UNiTY’ TO HElp FOrEX 
DEBTOrS 

The opposition LMP party has called 

on all parliamentary parties to support 

an initiative aimed at renegotiating 

retail loans denominated in a foreign 

currency. MP Antal Csárdi said his party 

had consulted voters on the plan, under 

which all loans, whether outstanding or 

paid off, would be re-calculated at a 180:1 

forint-Swiss franc rate. Csárdi voiced hope 

that Hungary’s policymakers “would 

stand united by the people as opposed 

to economic groups”.

SOCiAliSTS CAll FOr 
EU FUNDiNG FOr 
AFFOrDABlE HOUSiNG 

An MEP of the opposition Socialist 

Party called for an EU funding system 

that allows affordable and sustainable 

housing in the bloc. Tibor Szanyi, 

deputy leader of the party, referred to 

a European citizens’ initiative launched 

earlier this year, aiming to bring about 

better legal and financial conditions 

to facilitate access to housing for 

everyone in Europe. Szanyi said the 

financial system should be reformed 

to allow easier access to EU funds for 

municipalities and state-owned or 

private companies building sustainable 

and social apartments. He called for an 

EU fund with some 30 to 50 billion euros 

to be set up to ensure housing for all. 

The Hungarian government is trying to 

handle the “imminent” housing crisis by 

offering state-funded loans, but all it has 

done was to “jack up” property prices 

and so the discounts did not reach the 

citizens, he said.

DK TO FilE FrAUD 
COMplAiNT AGAiNST 
OrBÁN ON pENSiON 
MEASUrES

The leftist Democratic Coalition (DK) 

party will file a complaint on charges 
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of fraud with the police against Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán because the 

government said it did not plan to 

set up individual pension accounts, a 

promise it had given to citizens who 

moved their savings to state-owned 

providers in 2010.

Klára Dobrev, the top candidate on 

DK’s European parliamentary election 

list, said that the government had 

“cajoled and blackmailed” millions 

into moving their savings from 

private providers to state-owned 

ones in 2010. The government then 

promised to set up an individual 

pensions account system to enable 

citizens to trace their own savings. 

Gergely Gulyás, head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office, said last Thursday 

that the government had no 

plans to set that system up in the 

current government term. Dobrev 

said Gulyás’s statement meant the 

government had no intention to 

fulfil that promise and called on the 

government to compensate people 

whose “savings got lost in the state-

owned system”.

Commenting on DK’s announcement, 

ruling Fidesz said that “it was the 

government of [now DK head] Ferenc 

Gyurcsány and Gordon Bajnai that 

took a month’s pension from the 

elderly”. “Those governments ruined 

the country so that at the end of their 

tenure, even the payout of pensions 

was under threat,” Fidesz press 

chief Balázs Hidvéghi said at a press 

conference on a different subject.

EUrOTrADE lAYS 
COrNErSTONE OF 5 MW 
SOlAr pArK

Hungarian-owned Eurotrade laid the 

cornerstone of its 5 MW solar park in 

Környe, in north-western Hungary. 

Executive manager Attila Szűcs said 

the 1.6 billion forint (EUR 5m) investment 

was financed with the company’s 

own funds and a 10-year loan from 

Takarékbank. Eurotrade plans to install 

nearly 20,000 solar panels on an 8 square 

kilometres area by the end of September. 

The company expects to recoup its costs 

within 8-9 years helped by a 20-year 

electricity purchase contract signed with 

transmission system operator Mavir. The 

Eurotrade group is developing 30 MW 

of solar-powered electricity generating 

capability, they have more than 300 

employees and their revenue neared 

15 billion forints in 2018.

BUDApEST TO iNTrODUCE 
NiGHT FliGHT BAN  
iN AUGUST 

No scheduled flights will be allowed 

to take off or land at Budapest’s 

international Liszt Ferenc Airport 

between midnight and 5am from 

August on, under an agreement signed 

by the city and the innovation and 

technology ministry on Tuesday. Mayor 

István Tarlós said, however, that the 

night ban will not cover “exceptional 

situations” in which flights could be 

granted a landing permit. László 

Palkovics, the technology minister, said 

that those violating the ban will face 

a fine, while people living close to the 

airport will get a government subsidy 

to put in soundproof windows.


