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Péter Szijjártó spoke at a business forum organised by the American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham), and said that further 

economic growth “should be based on the current labour force”, an estimated five million people, therefore innovation, 

research and development will be promoted in future. Hungary received some 4.2 billion euros in foreign direct investment 

last year, utilised across 98 projects. 

Szijjártó said the US was Hungary’s second largest investor after Germany. He said bilateral business ties with the US have 

been good and “if political relations also catch up” it would further improve economic cooperation. Hungary’s exports 

totalled 105 billion euros last year, the minister said.

Szijjártó noted the growing economic weight of the central European region within the EU and said it was “offensive to 

assume that the region merely draws benefits from the EU’s economy without contributing to Europe’s growth”. He also 

said that Germany’s trade volume with the Visegrad countries was around 70% higher than its trade volume with France.

The Hungarian economy is “practically on the brink of full employment”, therefore 
“knowledge intensive” investment projects based on research and development will 
be in its focus in the future, the foreign minister said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: R&D INVESTMENTS SET TO BE IN FOCUS
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNgARY 
DEVOTINg gREATER 
ATTENTION TO BRAZIl 

Hungary is devoting greater attention 

to Brazil and will place its foreign 

policy and economic relations with 

the country on new foundations, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

after talks with Brazilian congressman 

Eduardo Bolsonaro in Budapest. 

As regards bilateral economic ties, 

Hungary and Brazil have agreed to 

focus their cooperation on farming 

technology, water management and 

the health industry, Szijjártó told a 

press conference he held jointly with 

Bolsonaro. The two countries have 

also agreed to bolster their research 

ties and Hungary will increase the 

number of scholarships offered to 

Brazilian students. Hungary at present 

provides scholarships to 250 Brazilian 

students a year, the minister noted. He 

said Hungary and Brazil will draw up a 

plan to keep Brazil’s Benedictine-run 

Hungarian school operating, given the 

significant size of Brazil’s Hungarian 

community.

Bilateral trade turnover is 

continuously on the rise and 

Hungary’s Eximbank has opened a 

415 million dollar credit line to support 

partnerships between Hungarian and 

Brazilian companies, he added.

Brazil has recently been through 

significant political change, Szijjártó 

said, highlighting the importance of 

the country’s role in world politics 

and the global economy. Szijjártó said 

Hungary and Brazil’s shared positions 

on key political and strategic issues 

would provide a sound basis for the 

development of bilateral economic 

ties. The minister named migration 

as one such issue, noting that both 

countries had voted against the United 

Nations’ global migration compact. 

Both Hungary and Brazil reserve the 

right to decide for themselves whom 

they allow into their territories, Szijjártó 

said. Further, both countries consider 

the representation of Christian values 

to be important, he said, adding that 

they both considered national interests 

to be the number one factor when 

it came to foreign policy decisions. 

Bolsonaro, who heads the foreign 

affairs and defence committee of 

Brazil’s national congress, said his 

country was looking for new partners 

after the changes it has been through. 

He thanked Hungary for its support 

and openness to cooperating with 

Latin America.

pRESIDENT AppOINTS NBH 
DEpUTY gOVERNOR

President János Áder appointed 

Mihály Patai as deputy governor of 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

at the recommendation of Prime 

Minister  Viktor Orbán to replace NBH 

deputy governor Ferenc Gerhardt. 

Gerhardt’s six-year term ends on 

April 21. Parliament’s economic 

committee approved the prime 

minister’s nomination of Patai at 

the end of March. At his hearing 

before the committee, Patai said 

the central bank’s 0.9% base rate 

could be maintained in the coming 

period. Hungary’s economic growth 

is sustainable in the coming 2-3 years, 

in spite of a slowdown in the European 

Union and the global economy, he 

added. Patai is the chairman of the 

Hungarian Banking Association and 

was chairman and chief executive 

of UniCredit Bank Hungary, one of 

Hungary’s biggest commercial lenders.

FIDESZ: BRUSSElS 
ADVOCATES MORE 
FUNDINg FOR ‘SOROS 
gROUpS’

The European Parliament’s fresh 

approval of a plan to increase funding 

for “Soros groups” will “enable those 

organisations to bring more migrants 

to Europe”, the parliamentary 

spokesman of ruling Fidesz said. János 

Halász reacted to the EP’s approval of a 

programme under which the European 

Union could directly support NGOs 

dedicated to preserving democratic 

values. Under the programme, Halász 

said, the EU would triple funding in the 

2021-2027 financial period for “Soros 

organisations” to 1.8 billion euros. 

These NGOs could then spend these 

funds on “spreading their ideas and 

guidelines, drafting proposals and 

giving advice”, he said.

Halász said the groups in question 

wanted to portray the settlement 

of migrants as “some kind of a 

constitutional duty”. Countries that 

do not want to take in migrants are 

“openly threatened”, he said, adding 
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that “everything is still proceeding 

according to the Soros plan”. If the 

“pro-migration majority” stays in 

power or becomes stronger after 

next month’s European Parliament 

elections, “these plans will all be set in 

motion” and Europe will permanently 

become “a continent of immigrants”, 

Halász said.

SURVEY: pRESERVINg 
CHRISTIAN CUlTURE 
IMpORTANT TO MAJORITY 
OF EUROpEANS 

The majority of European Union 

citizens believe that Europe’s 

Christian culture and traditions must 

be preserved, a survey prepared by 

Századvég showed. Századvég, in 

cooperation with Kantar Millward 

Brown Hungary, polled citizens of 35 

countries in the EU, Ukraine and the 

Western Balkans by phone between 

January 7 and March 31.

Nearly 60% of EU citizens said 

Europe’s Christian culture and 

traditions must be preserved and 

31% said it was time to leave behind 

Christian traditions and progress to a 

more globalised culture, Századvég 

said. Two-thirds of citizens from the 

former communist bloc countries 

and the Visegrad Group said it was 

important to preserve Christian culture 

and only slightly more than half of 

citizens from the founding countries 

of the EU said the same, the survey 

showed. Nearly 80% of Hungarians said 

Christian traditions must be preserved. 

Next to Hungarians, Bulgarians and 

Czechs consider it most important 

to preserve Christian traditions, 

Századvég said.

FOREIgN MINISTRY, 
JUDICIARY OFFICE 
SIgN COOpERATION 
AgREEMENT

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó and 

Tünde Handó, head of the Hungarian 

Office of the Judiciary, signed a 

cooperation agreement on the export 

of the Hungarian digital court system 

in Budapest. After the signing, Szijjártó 

told a press conference that intellectual 

property had a growing share in 

Hungary’s booming exports. Hungary 

has recently signed a cooperation 

agreement with Sri Lanka on opening a 

149 million euro credit line for projects 

including the modernisation of the 

country’s public administration and 

judiciary system, he noted. Within that 

framework, the e-court system will be 

exported for some 32 million euros, he 

said. Handó said the e-court system 

facilitates remote hearings, electronic 

documentation and the parties’ 24-

hour access to the documents.

FARM MINISTRY 
WElCOMES Ep AppROVAl 
OF FOOD DOUBlE 
STANDARDS BIll

The European Parliament on 

Wednesday approved an agreement 

regarding measures against double 

standards in food quality within the 

European Union, the Hungarian 

ministry of agriculture said in a 

statement, saying that the Visegrad 

Group’s joint lobbying had been 

successful. The bill qualifies selling 

products containing different 

ingredients or having different 

characteristics under the same name 

in different countries as misleading 

customers, the ministry said. Under 

the new regulation, customers 

must be informed of differences in 

products even if the reasons for those 

differences are legitimate, such as local 

regulations or that certain ingredients 

are not accessible in that particular 

country, it added. 

In March 2017, Hungarian food 

authority Nébih tested 68 comparable 

Hungarian and Austrian products, 18 

of which showed minor differences. A 

2018 European Commission review of 

64 products found 20 products with 

quality discrepancies between the 

products sold in eastern and Western 

Europe. In December, the review was 

expanded to involve 100 products 

from 19 countries.

MEpS CAll ON Epp TO 
CONDEMN UKRAINE’S 
BANNINg ETHNIC 
HUNgARIAN lEADER

Several Hungarian MEPs have called 

on Joseph Daul, head of the European 

People’s Party, to condemn Ukraine’s 

recent banning from its territory 

Hunor Kelemen, head of Romania’s 

ethnic Hungarian RMDSZ. In a letter 

to Daul, Andrea Bocskor and László 

Tőkés, MEPs of ruling Fidesz, as well 
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as MEPs of other Hungarian parties 

in and outside Hungary, called for 

“actual measures to ensure that 

Ukraine’s authorities stop harassing 

Hungarian politicians and stop 

hindering communication between 

Hungarians”. “We seek to support 

Ukraine on its way to Europe and wish 

to see real, positive changes in terms 

of democracy and ethnic minority 

rights,” signatories to the letter wrote. 

Kelemen was banned from Ukraine 

for 18 months earlier in April. He had 

been on his way to Uzhhorod (Ungvár) 

to attend a ceremony marking the 

30th anniversary of ethnic Hungarian 

organisation KMKSZ when he was 

stopped at the border and denied 

entry without an explanation.

gRAVE ABUSES AT STATE-
RUN HOME FOR pEOplE 
WITH DISABIlITIES 

Grave abuses may have occurred in 

a state-run home for people with 

disabilities located in southern 

Hungary, according to a government 

official. Human resources ministry state 

secretary Attila Fülöp referred to video 

footage showing two employees of 

the institution abusing people.

He noted recent press reports 

concerning the Mozsgó residential 

institution as well as a report by 

Hungarian rights NGO TASZ dating 

back to the spring of 2018. In August 

last year, the ombudsman’s office also 

investigated on site and released its 

report early this April, he added. The 

ombudsman’s report did not find 

evidence to support the complaint 

concerning living conditions, meals 

and health care at the institution, so 

turned to Mozsgó’s director with a 

request for an internal investigation. 

TASZ, however, withheld the 

documents and video footage 

pertaining to the allegations for 

eight months, he said. In mid-April, 

the ministry filed a police complaint 

against an unidentified perpetrator 

and records from the ombudsman’s 

office were forwarded to the state 

secretary.

Fülöp said that considering the 

seriousness of the case, he ordered 

the immediate dismissal of the two 

employees and banned their further 

employment. He said no further 

statements would be made until the 

police investigation had been fully 

completed.

The Mozsgó home has operated 

since 1960 and 57 employees provide 

care for 133 people with moderate to 

severe disabilities housed there.

AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROllERS’ UNION 
CAllS OFF STRIKE

HungaroControl and the trade union of 

air traffic controllers at Budapest’s Liszt 

Ferenc International Airport reached 

an agreement on Wednesday and the 

union called off a strike announced to 

start on April 23, HungaroControl said 

in a statement.

The union staged a warning strike 

earlier on Wednesday, between 11 am 

and 1 pm.  Liszt International operated 

at limited capacity during the strike. 

Air traffic controllers demanded 

improvements in working conditions 

and their schedules, HungaroControl 

said.


