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“The same applies to those that are ready to join forces with anti-Semitic and extremist political forces in the hope of gaining 

power,” Hungary’s ruling party said in a statement. “We must remember that anti-Semitism led to one of the most tragic 

periods of Europe and Hungary, causing the deaths of several million people,” the party said.

April 16 was declared the Memorial Day of the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust by the first Fidesz government in 2000, 

marking the anniversary of the establishment of the first ghettos in 1944, it noted.

The co-ruling Christian Democrats said freedom and personal dignity must be protected “with all our strength”. In a 

statement, the Christian Democrats said it was “deeply painful to remember the period when our Jewish compatriots were 

persecuted, humiliated and many of them perished”. “Dictatorships must be prevented and our communities and nation 

must be protected,” the statement added. Those should also be remembered who stood by people in trouble during the 

period of persecution, the party said. 

Marking Memorial Day of the Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust, Fidesz said that 
those who allow the entry to Europe of “masses of anti-Semitic migrants commit a 
crime of historic proportions”.

FIDESZ, KDNP MARK HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY
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ORBÁN EXPRESSES 
SYMPATHIES OVER NOTRE 
DAME FIRE

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has sent 

a message of condolences to French 

President Emmanuel Macron and 

Archbishop Éric de Moulins-Beaufort 

of Reims, president of the French 

bishops’ conference, over the fire that 

devastated the Notre Dame cathedral 

in Paris on Monday. Orbán said the 

cathedral was a symbol to every 

Christian and a “shared refuge of our 

faith”. The prime minister praised the 

“heroic efforts” of French firefighters in 

putting out the flames and “saving one 

of the symbols of European Christianity 

from complete devastation”.

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in a statement that “we feel sympathy 

for our French friends when looking 

at the painful images from Paris.” 

At a press conference on a different 

subject, Szijjártó said later on Tuesday 

that Hungary was always ready to 

aid Christians in need, and so it was 

“naturally” ready to provide aid to the 

reconstruction, should that be needed. 

Besides financial aid, Hungary offers 

experts to coordinate parts of the 

reconstruction project, he said.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
MARK HOLOCAUST 
MEMORIAL DAY

Marking Memorial Day of the 

Hungarian Victims of the Holocaust on 

Tuesday, the opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK), Socialists and LMP 

called for the rejection of violence and 

hatred. Ferenc Gyurcsány, the leftist 

DK’s leader, noted in a statement that 

the forced ghettoisation of Hungarian 

Jews started on April 16, 1944. “Some 

deny the Holocaust ever happened,” 

Gyurcsány said. “But we remember that 

day 75 years ago.” 

Gyurcsány said today was also a 

commemoration of all the atrocities 

committed against Hungarians during 

the second world war. “As long as we 

bow our heads and remember the 

hundreds of thousands ... who were 

stripped of their rights by human evil 

and the Nazi madness, we also stand 

in the way of this ever happening 

again,” he said. The Socialists said 

in a statement that the Hungarian 

government in 1944 had betrayed 

the victims of the Holocaust by 

“exposing them to a politics of hatred 

and by cooperating in robbing them, 

rounding them up and deporting 

them; and, in effect, in their murder.” 

The memory of the victims is “sullied 

by the fact that ... those ideas can be 

openly promoted in Hungary today,” 

the statement added.  Hungary’s 

current government “draws up lists 

of freethinkers and scientists, falsifies 

history and looks to the anti-Semitic 

pre-war Horthy era as an example,” 

it added. “So many years after the 

Holocaust, we are forced to watch as 

the government of [PM Viktor] Orbán 

builds a post-Fascist system,” the 

Socialists’ statement said.

LMP co-leaders Márta Demeter 

and László Lóránt Keresztes said 

in a statement that the memorial 

day should be dedicated to grief, 

commemoration and should serve 

as a warning to future generations 

that everyone is responsible for the 

protection of human dignity and 

equality. “There should be no second-

class citizens in Hungary. The various 

identities, cultures and traditions are all 

assets of our shared homeland,” LMP’s 

statement said. April 16 was declared 

Memorial Day of the Hungarian Victims 

of the Holocaust in 2000.

BUDAPEST TO CONTRIBUTE 
TO NOTRE DAME 
RECONSTRUCTION 

Budapest is ready to contribute to the 

reconstruction of the Notre Dame 

cathedral in Paris which was heavily 

damaged by fire on Monday, Mayor 

István Tarlós said in a letter to Anne 

Hidalgo, his Parisian counterpart. 

“Notre Dame is an important symbol 

to us all and an important piece of 

universal Christian faith and culture,” 

Tarlós said in his letter. “With Easter 

approaching ... unity and cohesion 

carry an even more important 

message,” the mayor added.

Asked by MTI how much the 

Budapest city council would 

contribute, Tarlós declined to specify 

the amount. He said the capital’s 

contribution was not a “political move” 

but more of a “spiritual” question.

Meanwhile, the municipality of 

Szeged has offered 10,000 euros to aid 

the reconstruction. The local authority 

of the city in southern Hungary said 
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in a statement that Paris had come 

to Szeged’s aid after one of its largest 

floods 140 years ago, and now Szeged 

is repaying the French capital in the 

spirit of European solidarity. Szeged is 

also launching a donation drive to raise 

funds for reconstructing the damaged 

parts of the cathedral, it added.

The municipality of Székesfehérvár 

has also offered 10,000 euros towards 

the cost of reconstructing the 

damaged parts of the building, the 

local mayor, András Cser-Palkovics, 

said. He added that he urged all town 

mayors to make similar donations if 

they had the means to do so.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ENERgY KEY  
IN HUNgARY-BULgARIA 
TIES 

Hungary considers Bulgaria a crucial 

player in building infrastructure to 

ensure gas supplies from the south, 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said. 

Energy is expected to be the focus 

of bilateral ties in future, he said after 

a meeting of the Hungary-Bulgaria 

mixed economic committee in 

Budapest, which he co-chairs. Szijjártó 

said the government wants to make 

gas purchases through the Turkish 

Stream gas pipeline that traverses 

Bulgaria and Serbia as early as next 

year. The government will make legal 

and infrastructure preparations before 

the end of 2019, he added. Bulgaria has 

launched the necessary infrastructure 

projects and Hungary will start the 

capacity contract procedure in 

September, he said. 

Szijjártó noted the growing 

importance of southern gas supplies 

in light of a possible stoppage of 

supplies via Ukraine as well as plans 

to exploit natural gas from the Black 

Sea. Concerning bilateral business 

ties, Szijjártó said that the turnover of 

foreign trade could exceed last year’s 

over 1.5 billion euros in 2019. Hungary’s 

Eximbank has set up a credit line of 

165 million euros to promote further 

expansion of that cooperation, he 

added. 

Bulgaria is an important ally not only 

in the economic but in a political sense, 

too, Szijjártó said, arguing that “Bulgaria 

has consistently stood by Hungary in 

recent months rejecting the global 

migration pact and has protected 

Europe from the wave of migrants 

from the Balkans”. The Hungarian 

government therefore supports 

Bulgaria’s integration in the Schengen 

zone, he said.  Bulgarian economy 

minister Emil Karanikolov highlighted 

the two countries’ dynamic bilateral 

ties and said that no open issues had 

been raised during the talks. He added 

that negotiations concerning the time 

frame for constructing the gas supply 

infrastructure would continue.

ORBÁN: FIDESZ ONLY 
FORCE ABLE TO 
REPRESENT HUNgARIANS 
IN BRUSSELS 

Only Fidesz has the bona fide weight 

on the international stage to stand up 

for the Hungarian people in Brussels, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in 

Subotica (Szabadka). Noting that his 

first European parliament campaign 

meeting was being held in the city 

with a large Hungarian community, 

Orbán called the event “symbolic” from 

the point of view of national cohesion.

He said all over the Carpathian 

Basin the feeling was growing that 

Hungarians may well be spread 

across 7 or 8 separate countries but 

they belong together, and this feeling 

was “rooted in historical fact while 

presenting a challenge, and indeed a 

task, for the future”. Few in the past 

would have thought that Hungary 

would become a mother country 

able to stand up, in every forum, for 

Hungarians living beyond the border, 

even against the most powerful 

countries.

The Hungarian government, he 

noted, has provided strong financial 

support for Hungarian communities 

beyond the borders.

Further, Orbán said that with 

Hungary’s help, Vojvodina would 

staunch the exodus of local citizens. 

He added that people returning to 

Hungary from abroad had begun 

to outnumber emigrants seeking 

employment elsewhere.  Orbán 

announced a 7-7.5 billion forint (EUR 

21.8-23.4m) Hungarian government 

scheme to support Vojvodina’s 

economic development. Hungary 

and Serbia are politically stable 

countries, Orbán said, adding that 

“with opportunities seized right away, 

tasks normally achieved over 8-10 years 

can be completed over the course of 

the next 3-4.”
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KOVÁCS: ITALIANS ALSO 
SEE MIgRATION AS 
DECISIVE ISSUE OF EP 
ELECTIONS 

Italians, similarly to Hungarians, 

consider migration the decisive 

issue of the upcoming European 

Parliament elections, Zoltán Kovács, 

the government’s communications 

chief, said after attending a roundtable 

held about Hungary in Rome. The 

majority of Italians view Hungarians’ 

resoluteness as an example to follow, 

the state secretary for international 

communications and relations said. 

Hungarian voters have contributed 

to the development of this image by 

giving two-thirds majority support 

in three consecutive elections to 

Hungary’s centre-right government 

“which clearly and resolutely 

represents the principles that 

Hungarian voters entrusted it with”, 

he added. 

A survey prepared by the Italian 

public opinion institute Piepoli 

and presented at the roundtable 

event at the Hungarian embassy 

showed that the majority of Italians 

highly appreciated Hungarians’ 

resoluteness. Kovács said the 

Hungarian government’s anti-

migration stance had also contributed 

to the development of the image. 

An overview of European countries 

clearly shows that the Hungarian 

government’s migration policy is 

the most consistent, he added. “The 

Hungarian government believes in 

the effective cooperation of nation 

states and not in a united states of 

Europe which neglects the wishes 

of voters from nation states,” Kovács 

said. Hungary’s economic performance 

was also discussed at the roundtable, 

he said. “The Hungarian government 

follows a pragmatic policy in this 

field as well, offering family support, 

pursuing a national strategy and 

reducing public debt,” he added. 

Commenting on possible future 

allies after the May 26 EP elections, 

he said “the approach of the [ruling] 

Fidesz-Christian Democrats is clear: as 

long as there is hope that the European 

People’s Party can be kept on the right 

track ... we believe it makes sense to 

stay in the EPP and cooperate.”

The roundtable was also attended by 

senator for the Lega Nord Armando Siri, 

senators of Forza Italia Enrico Aimi and 

Adolfo Urso, deputy head pf Piepoli 

Institute Livio Gigliuto, the Századvég 

Foundation’s foreign affairs head 

Csaba Faragó and additional Italian 

politicians, journalists, historians and 

experts.

HUNgARY, MONTENEgRO 
DEFENCE MINISTERS MEET 
TO DISCUSS COOPERATION

Montenegro and Hungary see defence 

issues of the region and the world 

similarly, Defence Minister Tibor Benkő 

said on Tuesday after meeting his 

Montenegrin counterpart to discuss 

cooperation in training and joint 

operations. The parties discussed 

cooperation in training, preparation, 

education and joint operations, Benkő 

told a press conference after the 

meeting. The ministers agreed that 

states in the Western Balkans should 

acceede to NATO as soon as possible 

to ensure the stability of the region, 

Benkő said. Hungary has also backed 

Montenegro’s NATO membership and 

is promoting its accession to the EU, 

he said. 

Predrag Bošković, the Montenegrin 

defence minister, said that they had 

also discussed the issue of illegal 

migration. Hungary is setting an 

example in that field, he said.

JOBBIK: gOVT MIgRATION 
POLICY ‘INSOLENT, 
DECEITFUL’ 

While the government advocates 

an action plan against migration it 

“settles tens of thousands of economic 

migrants in the country to replace 

those that have been forced out of 

the country through humiliating 

wages”, Péter Jakab, deputy group 

leader of opposition Jobbik, told 

a press conference. Jakab called 

the government’s policy “insolent 

and deceitful” and said that the 

government’s priority was to “retain 

cheap labour” without regard to 

“where the emigrants are going or 

where the guest workers to replace 

them would come from”. 

“This population replacement equals 

a modern-age genocide,” Jakab said, 

insisting that 86,000 economic 

migrants had been granted entry to 

Hungary in the past 3 years. He warned 
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that “this is just the beginning” and said 

that many companies were planning to 

import labour. Jobbik’s ideal of unified 

wages in Europe is aimed at “a Hungary 

built on well-paid Hungarian labour 

rather than on economic migrants”.

In response, ruling Fidesz said in a 

statement that Jobbik “deliberately 

conflates temporary guest workers 

from neighbouring countries, typically 

from Transcarpathia (Ukraine), with 

millions of immigrants from Africa 

and the Middle East flooding Europe”. 

Jobbik has “become a tool in the 

hands of Brussels and pro-migration 

politicians in the hopes of power and 

money”, the statement said.

HUNgARY HELPS AgENCY 
FORMED

The Prime Minister’s Office has 

set up the Hungary Helps Agency 

to coordinate projects within the 

Hungary Helps programme and ensure 

their transparency and efficacy, Tristan 

Azbej, the state secretary responsible 

for aid to persecuted Christians, said. 

Hungary Helps is aimed at aiding 

Christian communities experiencing 

persecution and was set up in 2017. 

The scheme has disbursed aid of 8 

billion forints (EUR 25m) to 35,000 

Christians making a living in their 

homelands, fostering projects in five 

Middle Eastern and two sub-Saharan 

countries, Azbej said. One highlighted 

project is the 580 million forint 

reconstruction of 900 buildings in Tel 

Askuf, an Iraqi town which has since 

seen 1,000 of its 1,300 families return 

to their homes, he said. Hungary Helps 

concluded a cooperation agreement 

with USAID, the US development 

agency, in 2018, and is on the lookout 

for European partners as well, he said.

BUDAPEST TO HOST 
WORLD WATER SUMMIT 
AgAIN

Budapest will again host the World 

Water Summit in October this year, 

organisers said. The summit scheduled 

for October 15-17 will be the third one 

in Hungary’s capital, following similar 

events in 2013 and 2016. Organised by 

Hungary’s government, the summit 

will focus on the global water crisis 

and efforts to mitigate its effects. The 

event is expected to bring together 

around 2,000 participants representing 

specialised international agencies and 

governments, as well as professionals 

in business, finance and science to look 

into the issue which “poses a challenge 

to social and economic development”. 

The chief patron of the event will once 

again be President János Áder.

FC BARCELONA  
TO LAUNCH SOCCER 
ACADEMY IN BUDAPEST

FC Barcelona, one of the world’s 

largest professional football clubs, 

will start a football academy in 

Budapest for training children aged 

between 4 and 14 throughout the 

year. In line with the agreement, the 

academy in Budapest will operate 

under a professional director from FC 

Barcelona. All coaches working for the 

academy will be expected to use the 

training methods of the Catalonian 

club. The best players at the academy 

will get a chance to join Barcelona FC 

in the future because the Catalonian 

club will have a pre-emption right for 

footballers trained in Budapest.


