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Orbán wrapped up a two-day visit to the country, where he and his delegation met his counterpart, the finance minister and 

foreign minister. He noted that he and Ulisses Correia e Silva are both deputy leaders of the Centrist Democrat International 

(CDI). When they met in Budapest, they realised that “the Christian culture we grew up in allows us to have a similar view 

of the world, despite being thousands of kilometres apart”. He said it was rare nowadays for a country to openly identify as 

Christian. “This is banned in Europe,” he said, adding that “we can’t talk about questions of identity there; it’s a different world.” 

During Orbán’s visit, Hungary and Cape Verde signed an economic cooperation agreement as well as one on education. 

Under the economic cooperation pact, the two countries will set up a mixed economic committee, he said. Hungary will 

offer 35 million euros of tied aid to Cape Verde with a view to developing its agriculture and water management. It will also 

disburse 15 million euros in private credit to help set up joint ventures between the two countries, Orbán said.

Hungary and Cape Verde are linked by their Christian cultures, Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán said in the island country’s capital of Praia.

ORBÁN: CHRISTIANITY TIES HUNGARY, CAPE VERDE
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
PUNCHES ABOVE WEIGHT

Hungary ranks 88th in the world in 

population size and 34th in terms of 

the size of its export volume, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán noted during his 

visit to Cape Verde, adding that this 

showed the global noteworthiness 

of its export and import activities. As 

regards the education cooperation 

pact, the prime minister noted 

his government’s Stipendium 

Hungaricum programme, which 

awards scholarships to foreign 

university students. “This is how we 

try to make friends in the world,” he 

said, adding that Hungary will offer 

scholarships to ten students from 

Cape Verde. In addition, Hungary 

is ready to allocate funds towards 

spreading the Kodály method of 

music education in the country, 

the prime minister said. On another 

subject, Orbán said Hungary was 

either the only or one of two 

European Union member states to 

support granting visa-free status to 

Cape Verde.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AFRICA 
‘CONTINENT OF THE 
FUTURE’

The Hungarian foreign minister 

said Africa will make a significant 

contribution to global economic 

growth in the coming period and 

called it “the continent of the future”, 

speaking by phone from Cape Verde, 

where he is accompanying Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán on an official 

visit.

In future, Africa will be to the 

global economy what China was a 

few years ago, Péter Szijjártó told 

MTI. Evidence of this is the presence 

of all of the world’s strongest 

economies in most African countries, 

seeking ways to benefit from the 

continent’s economic growth, he 

added. Hungary must choose African 

countries willing to cooperate and 

with a common understanding, he 

said.

Cape Verde is a Christian country 

that takes Christian values and 

Christian heritage seriously, Szijjártó 

said. 

“It has great respect for Hungary 

which has a similar attitude 

so the two countries share an 

understanding and this ensures 

the foundations for economic 

cooperation,” he added. Hungary 

is laying the foundation for this 

cooperation by providing 35 million 

euros in tied aid for investment 

projects in agriculture, irrigation 

and water management in Cape 

Verde, he said. Water supply is 

a problem in Cape Verde and 

Hungarian companies will produce 

water suitable for agricultural use 

through desalination and wastewater 

recycling, he added.

Additionally, Hungary’s Eximbank 

will open a 15 million euro credit line 

to support partnerships between 

businesses in Hungary and Cape 

Verde, he said.

An economic protection 

agreement and a treaty on avoidance 

of double taxation with Cape Verde 

will be signed, Szijjártó said. A joint 

economic committee will also be 

established, he added. Hungary will 

also offer an annual ten scholarships 

for students from Cape Verde to 

study at Hungarian universities, and 

30 million forints (EUR 94,000) in 

support for training music teachers 

from Cape Verde in the Kodály 

method in the next three years, he 

said. Hungary urges tighter economic 

cooperation between the European 

Union and Cape Verde, he added.

ÁDER IN UN: PARIS 
CLIMATE AGREEMENT NOT 
WORKING

“Paris is in trouble”, President János 

Áder told a United Nations General 

Assembly session in New York on 

Thursday, arguing that harmful 

emissions globally are higher than 

ever. Áder said in his address that the 

current demographic boom cannot 

be reversed, neither can countries 

abandon economic growth, so 

changes are needed to achieve the 

same growth by using less energy 

and producing less carbon dioxide. 

Áder said increasing the share of 

solar, wind, water and nuclear in the 

energy mix should be accompanied 

by new technologies that lower energy 

demand while cutting emissions of 

harmful gases. He said that whereas 

the global population had grown 

three and a half times during the past 
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hundred years, the world’s energy 

consumption had multiplied by ten. 

“Man is heating up the planet using 

fossil fuels while overturning an 

equilibrium of 10,000 years,” Áder said. 

Since the Paris Agreement was 

signed to restrict global warming, 

the world has produced more and 

more renewable energies, he noted. 

Still, emissions are again on the 

increase, especially in the US, China, 

and India, he added. Áder quoted 

former US President Abraham Lincoln 

as saying that “you cannot escape the 

responsibility of tomorrow by evading 

it today”.

JOBBIK MP FILES CRIMINAL 
COMPLAINT AGAINST 
PÓCS FOR INCITEMENT TO 
VIOLENCE

A lawmaker of the opposition Jobbik 

party has filed a criminal complaint 

against János Pócs, an MP of ruling 

Fidesz, for incitement to violence 

against a community and the violation 

of personal freedom.

Tamás Csányi told a press conference 

that video footage surfaced last week 

of Pócs “locking a Roma employee of 

his into a furnace after tossing burning 

pieces of paper into it”. Csányi said 

Pócs’s actions constituted incitement 

to violence against a community as 

well as the violation of an individual’s 

personal freedom. Nationalist Jobbik 

is also calling on ruling Fidesz to 

immediately recall Pócs from his 

parliamentary duties, he added. He 

argued that if a Jobbik politician had 

made such a video, “they would have 

been crucified alive that same day” 

and perhaps “there would even have 

been calls to ban Jobbik”. But among 

the ruling parties, he said, “everyone 

is ready to accept János Pócs’s ... 

transparent explanation” and dismiss 

the episode as “unfortunate”. Csányi 

noted that Pócs had defended his 

actions by saying that the “victim” in 

the video was a friend of his who had 

asked for the recording to be made.

SOCIALISTS CALL FOR 
EUROPEAN MINIMUM 
WAGE OF EUR 750

The minimum wage in every European 

Union member state should be 

raised to at least 750 euros a month, 

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi told a press 

conference. 

The Socialists also suggest that the 

minimum pension should be 300 euros 

a month, and that the state should 

pay a monthly subsidy of 150 euros 

to families per each child, Ujhelyi said, 

adding that the EU’s direct agricultural 

subsidy should be raised to 300 euros 

per hectare, from the current 219 euros.  

Ujhelyi also proposed that the value 

added tax should have a 20 % cap in 

the community. Hungary has a top VAT 

rate of 27 %.

KOPINT-TÁRKI FORECASTS 
ECONOMY GROWING BY 
4% THIS YEAR

Hungary’s economy will grow by 

4% this year before slowing to 3.2% 

in 2020, according to a forecast 

released by economic research 

institute Kopint-Tárki. The 2019 

projection is a hairsbreadth below 

the 4.1% Kopint-Tárki forecast in 

December. The government’s 

latest forecasts for GDP growth 

in 2019 and 2020 are 3.9% and 

4%, respectively. Household 

consumption is set to grow by 4% 

this year, while investments are likely 

to grow by 7%. The institute expects 

nominal wage growth of 8.5%.

KSH: HUNGARY JOBLESS 
RATE FALLS TO 3.6%

Hungary’s three-month rolling 

average jobless rate reached 3.6% in 

February, edging down from 3.7% in 

the previous month and from 3.8% 

twelve months earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said. The rate 

covers unemployment among those 

between the ages of 15 and 74. In 

absolute terms, there were 168,200 

unemployed, 1,600 fewer than in the 

previous month and down 9,500 from 

a year earlier. 

The employment rate was 60.6%, 

up 0.9 percentage point. The 

number of employed included 

125,500 Hungarians in fostered work 

programmes and 110,300 working 

abroad. The number of those 

employed on the domestic primary 

labour market rose by 1.9% from a year 

earlier to 4,261,600, while the number 

of fostered workers dropped by 23.9%. 

The number of those working abroad 

went up by 16.2%.


