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According to the resolution, the government considers it a priority task to raise awareness of Jewish history and customs. 

The government “is convinced that spreading knowledge in this field can also serve to weaken anti-Semitism and related 

negative sentiments”, it said. The government also backs IHRA’s assessment that its definition can be effective in combating 

anti-Semitism. The resolution tasks the human resources minister with looking into incorporating IHRA’s definition into 

ministerial resolutions on the publication and approval of the national curriculum and teacher training requirements. It 

also tasks Hungary’s chief public prosecutor with exploring the definition’s incorporation into the training programmes 

of judges and prosecutors. “The government agrees and supports that historical facts related to anti-Semitism should be 

taught objectively … further boosting the fight against anti-Semitism,” the resolution says. It also notes the government’s 

policy of zero tolerance for anti-Semitism.

Hungary’s government will promote the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Alliance’s (IHRA) working definition of anti-Semitism, a resolution published in the 
latest issue of the official gazette Magyar Közlöny shows.

GOVT TO PROMOTE IHRA ANTI-SEMITISM DEFINITION

Parliament holds plenary session

German-Hungarian Chamber of 
Commerce and Trade event

Ministers in charge of EU affairs meet 
in Brussels

Govt official for intl communications 
addresses event on Hungary’s media 
image

M
TI

/T
am

ás
 S

ók
i

Hellebore blooming in the Mecsek Hills

http://hungarymatters.hu/


All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

2

FEBRUARy 19, 2019
MORNING ISSUE AM

SZIJJÁRTÓ: ‘PRO-
MIGRATION FORCES’ WON’T 
WIN IN BUDAPEST PROCESS

“Pro-migration forces cannot win” at 

the Budapest Process interregional 

forum on migration starting in Istanbul 

on Wednesday, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said. This process will 

“become the symbol for stopping 

pro-migration forces”, Szijjártó said in 

Brussels on Monday, on the sidelines of 

a meeting of his European counterparts. 

Szijjártó said Hungary would “not 

lend its name” to any European-level 

policies that would “involve inviting 

any further migrants” and added that 

the forum would not be concluded 

by a joint EU statement because “it 

would have clearly been a document 

promoting migration and encouraging 

the opening of further migration 

channels”. “We believe that a decision 

on migration can only be made once 

because if a country allows masses of 

migrants to enter, there is no going 

back,” he added.

Hungary will stick to its policy to 

protect the southern border with 

a fence even if some forces would 

dismantle it, Szijjártó said. One 

person promoting the idea is Frans 

Timmermans, the first vice-president of 

the European Commission, who visited 

Budapest last weekend on the invitation 

of the opposition Socialists, he added. 

On another subject, Szijjártó said 

the international coalition organised 

to fight the Islamic State has achieved 

considerable military success but the 

terror organisation has since changed 

tactics and was now trying to send 

back to Europe the 5,000 mercenary-

terrorists who had joined the fights in 

the Middle East and North Africa. As 

a consequence, the external borders 

should continue to be protected 

“extremely strictly” and the same must 

be applied in terms of the Western 

Balkans. Migration waves can destabilise 

not only the transit and destination 

countries but also the countries of 

origin, he said. For this reason, the 

European Union should not focus on 

inviting the citizens of countries that are 

in a difficult situation but on promoting 

economic development which can help 

the native African population stay at 

home. 

The over 50 governments and 

numerous international organisations 

involved in the Budapest Process 

focus on migration issues concerning 

the Silk Routes Region, which refers 

to Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Iran, Iraq 

and Pakistan. The forum was named 

after Budapest because the city 

hosted its first official meeting in 1993. 

In addition to the 52 member states, 

seven countries including the US have 

observer status. Hungary fulfils the role 

of co-chair and the forum has been 

chaired by Turkey since 2006.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EU-ARAB 
LEAGUE SUMMIT CLOSING 
STATEMENT WON’T REFER 
TO UN DOCUMENTS

Commenting on the first EU-Arab 

League summit to be held in Egypt 

on February 24-25, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó said on Monday that 

the summit’s closing statement would 

make no reference to either the UN 

global migration compact or the 

refugee package. The text will clearly 

demonstrate the Hungarian priorities 

that refer to national competencies 

and highlight the need to fight human 

smuggling and illegal migration, 

Szijjártó said in Brussels, on the 

sidelines of a meeting of his European 

counterparts. 

The minister said Hungary would 

provide all the help needed to 

improve the situation in Syria so that 

the refugees can return home and the 

pressure of migration can decrease in 

Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey. Hungary 

has confirmed its dedication to a 

joint initiative with Poland to start 

building an orphanage with a capacity 

of 130 in the Syrian city of Homs. 

Additionally, Hungary is willing to pay 

the operational costs of three hospitals 

in Syria for one year and will provide 4 

million euros support to three Syrian 

Christian communities, he said.

Commenting on Ukraine, he said 

that Hungary, Romania, Italy and 

Greece had raised minority issues at 

the meeting, stating that Kiev must 

keep its promises and comply with EU 

regulations. Hungary made it clear that 

the passing of the education law in its 

current form by Ukraine’s parliament 

would give reason for concern because 

it would make it impossible to use 

minority languages in culture, the 

media and public administration. 

The public administration reform 
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in its current form would make 

political representation of minorities 

impossible, he added.     

FIDESZ: JOBBIK 
‘SWAPPING OUT ONE 
NAZI FOR ANOTHER’ IN 
PARLIAMENT

Commenting on conservative 

opposition Jobbik’s replacement of 

István Szávay, who recently resigned 

his parliamentary seat, ruling Fidesz 

on Monday said that by nominating 

János Bencsik, the head of the party’s 

Budapest chapter, to fill the vacant 

seat, Jobbik was “swapping out one 

Nazi for another”. Last December, 

commercial news channel Hír TV 

aired an audio recording in which 

Szávay told fellow party members 

at a congress that he had verbally 

and physically assaulted a woman in 

a pub for saying he was a “stinking 

Nazi”. He later confirmed that the 

audio recording including anti-Semitic 

comments was authentic but insisted 

that he was only joking when he said 

that he had physically assaulted her.

Addressing a press conference, János 

Halász, parliamentary spokesman of 

ruling Fidesz, said that Bencsik “not 

only defended Márton Gyöngyösi, 

who in the past called for the listing 

of Jews, but he himself has compiled 

lists of Jewish American citizens”. 

“Does Jobbik’s new MP also want to 

compile a list of Hungarian Jews?” 

Halász asked, calling Jobbik an “anti-

Semitic extremist party”. “And in the 

hopes of gaining power, the Hungarian 

left has joined forces with these Nazis,” 

he said. Halász called it “unacceptable” 

that Frans Timmermans, first vice-

president of the European Commission 

and spitzenkandidat of the Party of 

European Socialists, “has no problem 

with this, as it became clear at the 

Socialist Party’s congress this past 

weekend”.

OPPOSITION MPS PROTEST 
OVERTIME LAW OUTSIDE 
SUZUKI PLANT

Opposition MPs on Monday afternoon 

took to the Suzuki factory in Esztergom 

to protest against the December 2018 

amendments to the labour code, but 

failed to make it inside. Earlier in the 

day, the lawmakers walked out of 

parliament’s first 2019 session and said 

they would visit the Suzuki factory to 

hold a joint protest there.

The Hungarian Suzuki company in 

early February laid off a worker just 

after he had been elected secretary 

of a newly formed trade union of 

metalworkers. The communications 

chief of Suzuki’s local unit said on 

Monday that the company does not 

plan to enforce the new overtime law. 

Viktória Ruska told MTI that in recent 

years, the company had not even been 

taking full advantage of the 250-hour 

overtime limit.

The opposition MPs were greeted 

at the plant’s entrance by Ruska, who 

offered to let two of them inside for 

talks. The MPs, however, wanted Suzuki 

to let five of them in, and they refused 

Ruska’s offer.

The parties then gave a press 

conference, where Jobbik’s Péter Jakab 

said Suzuki was a strategic partner of 

ruling Fidesz and not the Hungarian 

people. He said the government was 

pursuing an economic policy “heading 

in the direction of cheapness” rather 

than higher wages. The Democratic 

Coalition’s Zsolt Gréczy said it was 

“embarrassing” that “a company 

important for Hungary” had laid off 

a long-time worker just because he 

had attempted to form a union. He 

said this meant that “the slave law 

could easily be introduced”. László 

Varga of the Socialist Party called 

the afternoon’s events outside the 

factory “outrageous”, and said the 

government had been building up 

to the new overtime law since 2010. 

Párbeszéd’s Tímea Szabó said the 

opposition would fight until Suzuki’s 

executives agree to sit down with 

them for talks. LMP’s Antal Csárdi said 

the parties would keep protesting until 

the government calls on Suzuki not to 

block the establishment of unions.

RADICAL NATIONALISTS 
CALL ON MPS WHO REFUSE 
PARLIAMENTARy WORK TO 
RETURN MANDATES

Radical nationalist Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) on Monday called on 

lawmakers who believe working 

in parliament is useless and refuse 

to participate in it to return their 

mandates. Party representative Dóra 

Dúró, who sits in parliament as an 

independent, told a press conference 
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that lawmakers are still expected 

primarily to work in parliament and 

street politics are for activists who do 

not hold mandates. The politicians of 

Mi Hazánk will continue to represent 

voters on both platforms, she added. 

Dúró called on fellow lawmakers to 

properly fulfil their duties. In response 

to a question, Dúró said before 

the government can be replaced, 

the “opposition will need to be 

replaced first”. The “united left-liberal 

block” lacks the attitude required 

for replacing the government, she 

added. Opposition MPs walked out 

of parliament’s first 2019 sitting on 

Monday in protest of what they 

described as a “propaganda day”.

WIZZ AIR TO LAUNCH 
BUDAPEST-CASTELLON 
FLIGHT

Hungarian low-fare airline Wizz Air 

on June 16 will launch a direct flight 

between Budapest and Castellon in 

Spain, the company said on Monday. 

The flight will operate on Wednesdays 

and Sundays. Passenger numbers on 

Wizz Air’s Hungarian flights increased 

by 18% to over 5 million last year. Total 

passenger numbers of the airline rose 

to 34 million.

FRANCOPHONE FESTIVAL 
TO FEATURE JAZZ FOR 
FIRST TIME

For the first time this year, the annual 

Francophone Festival will feature jazz 

concerts in addition to film screenings, 

classical music, theatre and book 

presentations in Budapest and twelve 

other cities throughout Hungary. 

The festival will be held for the ninth 

time, state secretary in charge of 

European Union relations Judit Varga 

told a press conference on Monday. 

The International Organisation of La 

Francophonie (IOF) has 84 members 

and Hungary became an observer in 

2004, she added. 

French Ambassador Pascale 

Andréani said this year’s festival 

had been organised with the 

involvement of several diplomatic 

bodies, Hungarian ministries and 

cultural and education institutions. 

Director of the French Institute 

Frédéric Rauser said the film 

programme would include 19 films 

to be shown between February 27 

and March 8. Concerts will be held at 

the Liszt Ferenc Memorial Museum, 

the Palace of Arts and the A38 

concert venue. The Budapest Music 

Centre will host the Francophone 

jazz festival between March 26 

and 30 and a contemporary photo 

exhibition will also be shown as part 

of the Francophone festival. The 

ambassadors of Belgium, Switzerland 

and Tunisia also addressed the press 

conference highlighting films from 

their respective countries.


