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Péter Szijjártó noted that Visegrad Group leaders would meet Benjamin Netanyahu, their Israeli counterpart, next week. 

Concerning recent US plans led by Jared Kushner for an Israeli-Palestinian settlement agreement, Szijjártó said Hungary 

hoped that the American effort would succeed. “Hungary appreciates American mediation attempts and any initiative that 

may bring us closer to a solution,” he said, noting he had addressed the plenary session of the conference and rejected any 

measures against Israel which “may sound good on the international stage but won’t get us closer to a solution and could 

generate further conflicts”. Hungary does not support economic measures against Israel, he said, noting that Hungary had 

ignored the European Commission’s recommendations and refused to apply any such measures. 

While conflicts in the Middle East remain unresolved, the pressure of migration will continue, the minister said, adding “the 

firmest possible” security and border control measures should be maintained.

The countries of central Europe expect the United Nations and its institutions to adopt 
a “fair, balanced and non-biased approach” towards Israel, Hungary’s foreign minister 
said on the sidelines of a conference on the Middle East.

SZIJJÁRTÓ URGES FAIR APPROACH TO ISRAEL
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counterpart, presser
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deputy PM
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The new building of the National Dance Theatre, to be inaugurated on Friday
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: MIDDLE EAST 
SOLUTION IMPORTANT 
FOR EUROPEAN SECURITy

Making progress in peace-making 

in the Middle East “has turned out to 

be very difficult”, Hungary’s foreign 

minister, Péter Szijjártó, said on the 

sidelines of a conference on the Middle 

East. A solution cannot be anticipated 

in light of developments in Syria, while 

events in Yemen may pose further 

challenges for Europe, Szijjártó said. 

“Whatever happens in the Middle 

East will be immediately felt in terms of 

European security,” he added. “We are 

interested in the success of initiatives 

aimed at resolving conflicts in the 

Middle East because that would relieve 

Europe of huge migration pressure.” In 

the Middle East there are 30-35 million 

people “that could make up their mind 

any time to set off for Europe,” Szijjártó 

said, referring to those “who have lived 

for years as internal refugees, ones who 

need humanitarian aid on a daily basis 

or who are already on their way in the 

hope of a better life”.

GULyÁS: ONLy RULING 
PARTIES CAN PREVENT 
‘FORCED SETTLEMENT OF 
MIGRANTS’

Hungary can only be free of the threat 

of the “forced settlement of migrants” 

and protect its borders in the long 

run if its ruling parties have a strong 

enough mandate both at home and 

at a European level, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office said in an 

interview to the daily Magyar Hírlap. 

Gergely Gulyás said that the past 

several years had shown that Fidesz 

and the Christian Democrats were the 

most effective in representing Hungary 

in the European Union, arguing that 

the opposition parties “have sworn 

to support immigration, but at least 

would surrender to the EU’s [migrant] 

quotas”. Gulyás said he expected the 

European election to result in a “shift 

in emphasis” in favour of the political 

factions that “support European unity 

but oppose immigration and reducing 

the powers of member states”. He 

said Europe would be harder to 

govern after the elections, as the EP 

is likely to become more diverse in its 

composition. He added that for the 

first time since 1979, the European 

People’s Party (EPP) and the Socialists 

and Democrats (S&D) may not have 

enough seats for a combined majority.

As regards Fidesz’s place in the EPP, 

Gulyás noted his party’s “readiness 

for compromise” when it had backed 

EPP group leader Manfred Weber’s 

candidacy for the post of European 

Commission president. He added 

that it was still questionable how 

Weber would go about securing 

a parliamentary majority. “We’d 

consider it unfortunate if the EPP’s 

lead candidate would commit to a pro-

migration, green, left-liberal direction 

in advance.”

Asked about the recent resignation 

of István Varga as the chairman of 

the board of trustees of the Central 

European Press and Media Foundation 

and his comments criticising the 

quality of Hungarian right-wing media, 

Gulyás said: “I hope that the good 

journalists are on the right.” “Being 

a journalist on this side is a moral 

advantage on its own,” he added.

ORbÁN: HUNGARy WANTS 
MAJOR POWERS TO HAVE 
INTEREST IN ECONOMIC 
SUCCESS

Hungary’s goal is for the world’s 

major powers to have an interest in 

its economic success, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán said in an interview to 

business weekly Figyelő. Asked why it 

had been in US Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo’s interest to visit Hungary 

now, seven and a half years after the 

last visit to Hungary by a US secretary 

of state, Orbán said: “Because we’re 

allies”. The prime minister said that 

while the Obama administration had 

assigned less importance to central 

Europe, President Donald Trump’s 

administration paid closer attention 

to the region.

But Orbán warned that when 

exploring the potential for 

cooperation with the US outside 

the confines of NATO, “we must 

always remember that US foreign 

policy has no long-term political 

element when it comes to central 

Europe.” Orbán said that whereas his 

talks with Pompeo on Monday had 

focused on politics, his ministers 

had discussed policy issues with 

the secretary of state. He noted that 

Hungary and the US had finalised 
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the update to a bilateral defence 

cooperation agreement signed 

between the two countries in the 

1990s on the status of American 

soldiers in Hungary.

“We settled the technical questions 

in a way that ensures that Hungary’s 

sovereignty remains intact,” Orbán 

said, adding that the ratification 

of the pact would not require a 

constitutional amendment. “Hungary 

must be, and remain, sovereign in 

the event of any military operation 

launched from its territory,” the prime 

minister said.

Orbán justified the need for 

the bilateral agreement on the 

intermediate-range air defence 

system by saying that all countries 

must be capable of defending 

themselves against airstrikes and 

protecting strategic points on their 

territory. He added, however, that 

talks on arms sales were not yet on 

the agenda. He said the acquisition 

of such a system dovetailed with 

Hungary’s multi-year military 

development programme. Orbán 

added that once the scheme is 

completed, Hungary would be 

capable of defending itself against 

attacks from any direction. “I’m 

one of those people who consider 

NATO important, but I don’t think 

Hungary’s security should be based 

solely on NATO,” Orbán said. “We 

need to be capable of defending 

ourselves against attacks on our 

own.” Asked how Russia could react 

to this, Orbán said that though 

Hungary’s relationship with Russia 

was important, “Hungary’s military 

security comes first”.

Commenting on the issue of 

energy security, and specifically the 

importance of a Russian-German 

gas pipeline, the construction of a 

pipeline in the Black Sea and the issue 

of Croatia’s LNG terminal, Orbán said 

Hungary was glad to cooperate on 

energy security but it would not be 

pressured into buying gas at above-

market prices from anyone. This is 

why, he said, it was “good news” that 

Hungary and Slovenia had succeeded 

in getting the European Union to 

consider their joint bid for EU funds 

to interconnect their gas networks, 

so that Hungary can import LNG from 

Italy. 

Asked about his government’s 

strategy of opening to China, Orbán 

said analyses to the effect that 

Hungarian-Chinese ties “hold any 

weight in the eyes of the US secretary 

of state” were “fatuous”, noting that 

Hungary’s annual trade volume with 

China only accounts for 1.2% of EU-

China trade. “Hungary’s goal is for 

the world’s major powers to have 

an interest in its economic success, 

therefore we welcome investors from 

China, too,” Orbán said.

bENKŐ: SLOVAKIA, 
SLOVENIA, CROATIA, 
HUNGARy INITIAL 
DEAL FOR OPERATIONS 
COMMAND

Hungary, Slovakia, Croatia and Slovenia 

on Wednesday signed a letter of intent 

to create a Regional Special Operations 

Component Command (R-SOCC) 

in Hungary, Defence Minister Tibor 

Benkő said in Brussels. The command 

will start operations in 2021 and will be 

at full capacity by 2024, he told a press 

conference at NATO’s headquarters, 

where he attended a two-day 

meeting of the member states’ 

defence ministers.  Austria, which is 

not a member of NATO, is expected 

to join the agreement later on, Benkő 

said. The command will contribute to 

NATO’s collective security by tackling 

“challenges from the east and south”.  

One focus will be the Western Balkans. 

The stability and security of the region 

is of primary importance to Hungary, 

Benkő said. NATO member states 

should take a leading role in “finding 

solution to the situation in Kosovo” and 

preserving peace there, he said. NATO 

also must have responses to changes 

in security environment of the past 

few years, he said. Hungary has started 

upgrading its defence system, which 

will also strengthen the Alliance, Benkő 

noted. Hungary will raise the number 

of its troops on NATO missions by 200 

to 1,200, he announced at the meeting.  

Regarding defence spending, Benkő 

said that by spending 1.4% of GDP on 

defence, Hungary had outperformed 

the 1.04% it has committed to in 2014. 

Hungary has made strides towards its 

NATO obligation of spending 2%, he 

said. 

Benkő said Hungary regards 

Ukraine as a friendly country and it 

will continue to contribute towards 

restoring the country’s peace and 
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security. Kiev, however, must live up 

to its obligations stemming from its 

Euro-Atlantic aspirations, he added. 

Referring to Hungary’s undertaking 

to provide medical treatment for 

wounded Ukrainian soldiers, Benkő 

said: “Hungary has not changed 

its attitude when it comes to 

the programme, and undertakes 

to treat a further 60 wounded 

Ukrainian soldiers”. At an informal 

meeting of NATO Defence Ministers, 

Benkő drew Ukraine’s attention 

to the recommendations of the 

Venice Commission on Ukraine’s 

education law. He said it was 

unlikely that substantial progress 

would be made before Ukraine’s 

March presidential elections. 

Hungary regards the situation of 

Transcarpathian Hungarians as 

“extremely important”, he said, 

adding that it will not allow minority 

rights to be undermined.

Regarding the future of the 

INF nuclear arms treaty, Hungary 

concurs with NATO’s standpoint that 

deterrence should be boosted and 

that dialogue with Moscow intensified. 

“Even when it comes to deterrence, a 

balance must be found that allows 

confidence-building and an conditions 

on an equal footing.” Benkő noted that 

Hungary is not in any direct danger 

from the war in Ukraine but the military 

alliance should establish the necessary 

level of defence capabilities based on 

its collective security. Accordingly, 

NATO has developed a contingency 

plan for all countries, including 

Hungary, he added.

COUNCIL OF EUROPE 
NOTES HUNGARy’S 
PROGRESS IN FIGHT 
AGAINST MONEy 
LAUNDERING  

The Council of Europe’s Committee 

of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-

Money Laundering Measures and the 

Financing of Terrorism (Moneyval) 

said in a recent report that Hungary 

has made progress since 2017 in 

strengthening structures against 

money laundering and terrorist 

financing. The body also re-rated the 

country from “partially compliant” to 

“largely compliant” on two of CoE’s 

recommendations concerning the two 

areas.  Moneyval decided that Hungary 

should again submit a report on its 

progress in implementing measures 

against money laundering and terrorist 

financing in December 2019.

KOCSIS: HUNGARIANS 
HAVE RIGHT TO KNOW 
bRUSSELS PRO-
MIGRATION PLANS

Fidesz’s parliamentary group leader 

said on Thursday that “the desks of 

Brussels bureaucrats are full of plans 

to turn Europe into an immigration 

continent based on the Soros plan, and 

Hungarians have a right to know about 

that.” At a press conference held on the 

sidelines of a three-day meeting of the 

Fidesz-Christian Democrats’ (KDNP) 

parliamentary groups in Balatonalmádi, 

Lake Balaton, Máté Kocsis insisted that 

those plans included “the mandatory 

settlement quota, curbing the right 

of member states to protect their 

own borders, the introduction of 

migrant quotas, tripling the funding 

of Soros organisations, legalising 

economic migration and penalising 

anti-migration countries.” “Fidesz 

rejects them all,” Kocsis said.  The 

ruling parties also called for protecting 

Hungary’s borders, as well as its culture 

and traditions, Kocsis said. “We want to 

live in a Europe of cooperating states 

of equal standing,” he said. “Europe 

should belong to Europeans, and 

we should protect our borders with 

fences,” he said.  Regarding the family 

protection action plan Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán announced at his state-

of-the-nation speech last Sunday, 

Kocsis said the party will submit a 

package of amendment proposals 

soon, possibly still in February, to put 

the plan into practice. The proposals 

will involves changes to the budget 

law, the health insurance law, the 

labour code and tax laws, he said. 

Fidesz-KDNP plan to have next year’s 

budget accepted by parliament’s 

summer break which starts on June 15, 

Kocsis said, adding that parliament will 

likely have to work for nearly a month 

after the official end of the spring 

session.

SZIJJÁRTÓ DISMISSES 
SWEDISH MINISTER’S 
CRITICISM

“Hungary is spending its money on 

families rather than on migrants,” 
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Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said 

in reaction to critical remarks by a 

Swedish minister concerning the 

Hungarian government’s recent 

family assistance measures. In a tweet, 

Annika Strandhäll, the Swedish minister 

for social affairs, said that Hungary’s 

“alarming” policies were “reeking of the 

1930’s”. She suggested the Hungarian 

prime minister, who she said seeks 

to promote the birth of “more true 

Hungarian” babies, was a “right-

wing populist trying to obscure the 

consequences of those policies to the 

independence women have earned”. 

Contrary to Hungary, Sweden “spends 

money on migrants rather than on 

families”, Szijjártó said.

KOVÁCS: GOVT’S FAMILy 
POLICy AbOUT HELPING 
THOSE WHO WANT 
CHILDREN

The Hungarian government’s 

family policy is about helping out 

families with the costs that come 

with having and raising children, 

Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary 

for international communications 

and relations, has written in a blog 

post. Kovács responded to an op-ed 

in The Guardian on family support 

schemes put forward in Brazil, Poland 

and Hungary, which the author, Afua 

Hirsch, said were about “controlling 

women’s bodies”. The state secretary 

said it was “clear” that Hirsch did not 

understand the seven-point family 

support scheme laid out by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán last Sunday. 

Kovács said that while a fertility 

rate of 2.1 is needed for a virtually 

self-sustaining society, Hungary’s 

fertility rate -- while it has increased 

in recent years to 1.49 from 1.25 in 

2010 -- was still too low. “At that rate, 

Hungarians will go the way of the 

North Atlantic right whale,” Kovács 

wrote. “With such a low fertility rate, 

at some point in the future there’ll be 

no more Hungarians left.” To improve 

Hungary’s demographic situation, the 

government is pursuing an alternative 

solution which does not involve 

immigration, he wrote.

“This complex policy … provides 

financial support for young, married 

couples to kickstart their life, gives a 

helping hand in the form of financial 

support for housing and home 

purchase, secures crèche places 

and expands maternity leave to 

grandparents so moms and dads 

can quickly get back to work if they 

want to,” Kovács explained. He said 

that “contrary to Hirsch’s outrageous 

claim”, none of these measures were 

about using women’s bodies “for an 

agenda that is about anything but 

gender equality”, nor did they include 

“anti-women” elements.

CORVINUS UNIVERSITy, 
bLACKROCK FORM 
PARTNERSHIP

Corvinus University signed a 

cooperation agreement with US-based 

fund manager BlackRock’s Budapest 

innovation and technology centre. 

BlackRock Hungary managing director 

Melanie Seymour and Corvinus 

University rector András Lánczi 

signed the agreement. Innovation and 

Technology Ministry state secretary 

László György said the agreement is 

the symbol of the “change of system” 

at Hungarian institutions of higher 

education. The government is setting 

up an asset management foundation 

to fund Corvinus University, and the 

state will contribute 10% of its stakes 

in oil and gas company MOL and 

pharmaceuticals company Richter 

to the foundation. Corvinus and 

BlackRock will cooperate primarily 

in education and research, Lánczi 

said.  The aim is to ensure premium 

education, György said, “on par with 

‘sanctuaries of education’ in the US, the 

UK, Singapore and Japan”.

DK CALLS ON GOVT TO 
WITHDRAW PROPOSAL 
FOR CORVINUS 
RESTRUCTURE

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government 

to withdraw its bill on restructuring 

Budapest’s Corvinus University. Under 

the bill, Corvinus would be taken over 

by a state foundation in July, turning 

it into a non-profit institution.

The leftist party’s deputy group 

leader Gergely Arató said that 

the proposal on the foundation’s 

takeover of Corvinus was in 

violation of Hungary’s legislative 

law, arguing that the government 

had not held proper consultations 

on the proposed changes or 
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released its impact studies on 

the takeover. He accused the 

government of pushing for the 

changes with the motivation of 

gaining access to the university’s 

funds. By having Corvinus taken 

over by a state foundation, he 

said, the government would still 

end up making the most important 

decisions concerning the university. 

But Corvinus’s operations would 

no longer be transparent and 

regulations aimed at protecting the 

rights of students and tutorial staff 

would no longer apply, Arató said.

MI HAZÁNK TO LAUNCH 
‘IDENTITy CAMPAIGN’

The opposition Mi Hazánk (Our 

Homeland) movement has decided 

to launch “an identity campaign” to 

introduce its policies to voters, the 

deputy leader of the party, set up by 

former members of the nationalist 

Jobbik party, said. The party will 

endorse issues that affect society but 

have not been represented by any 

other parties, Dóra Dúró said, referring 

to “Hungarian-Roma co-existence” and 

EU affairs, as well as issues related to 

education, defence, law enforcement, 

family policy and election laws. Mi 

Hazánk is the only party to “declare 

the existence of Roma crime”, she said, 

adding that it also proposes setting up 

an anti-corruption prosecutor’s office, 

introducing capital punishment and 

calling a national referendum on 

Hungary’s EU membership. Mi Hazánk 

is represented by four ex-Jobbik 

lawmakers in parliament.

HUNGARy GDP GROWTH 
ACCELERATES TO 5% IN Q4

Hungary’s annual GDP growth 

accelerated to 5% in the fourth 

quarter of 2018, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said in a first reading of 

data. The rate was well above the 

4.5% estimate by analysts polled by 

business daily Világgazdaság. Growth 

accelerated from 4.9% in both Q3 and 

Q2, bringing full-year growth to 4.8%. 

KSH said “most sectors of the economy 

contributed to growth; market-based 

services to the greatest degree”.

Commenting on the fresh data 

in a statement released by his 

ministry, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga said the big contribution of 

services to GDP growth last year was 

supported by a six-year agreement 

on minimum wage rises paired with 

payroll tax cuts the government 

reached earlier with employers and 

unions. The construction sector, 

boosted by government measures 

supporting home building, 

lifted the production branches 

of the economy, he added. The 

global economy and the region 

face “political and economic 

uncertainty”, Varga said, noting 

that the European Commission 

had recently lowered its projection 

for economic growth in the 

European Union. “In the interest 

of maintaining the high rate of 

growth in Hungary and keeping it 

at least two percentage points over 

the EU average, the government is 

helping improve competitiveness 

with a number of measures and is 

working on an action plan to protect 

the economy,” he added. 


