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Although there are not yet signs of a global economic crisis in Hungary’s economic performance, the country would not 

be immune to the effects of a global slowdown, Mihály Varga told public radio. Therefore the government will aim to 

introduce measures that can protect jobs and wage growth and ensure that economic development does not come to 

a halt. It will aim to keep consumption from lagging and the purchasing power of wages and pensions intact, Varga said.

Commenting on the OECD’s country survey on Hungary published on Thursday, Varga said international organisations 

tended to revise upward their initial projections on Hungary’s growth. He said 2018 was a good example of how pessimistic 

analysts had been about Hungary’s growth potential. The most favourable projection put Hungary’s GDP growth rate at 

3.5%, whereas the actual growth rate is expected to reach 4.6-4.7%, he said. The minister added that the government was 

planning to introduce over the coming months 3-4 measures to boost employment.

Though Hungary’s growth rate this year could exceed projections by the OECD, the 
government is weighing an economic protection scheme to offset a potential global 
economic slowdown, the finance minister said.
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KARÁCSONY WINS 
LEFT-WING MAYORAL 
PRESELECTION

Párbeszéd’s Gergely Karácsony won the 

preselection vote to determine the left-

wing opposition’s candidate for mayor 

of Budapest, defeating the Socialist 

Party’s Csaba Horváth. A total of 34,133 

valid votes were cast over the course 

of the week-long ballot, Péter Szigeti, 

the psephologist asked to oversee the 

vote and former head of the National 

Election Committee, told a press 

conference. Karácsony received 27,598 

votes to Horváth’s 6,535, Szigeti said. The 

preselection had been organised jointly 

by the Socialist Party, the Democratic 

Coalition (DK), Párbeszéd and the 

Solidarity Movement. 

In his victory speech, Karácsony 

said that the goal was now to take 

Budapest back from ruling Fidesz’s 

“viceroys” and give it back to the 

residents. “This day has no loser, 

except Fidesz,” he said. The mayor of 

Budapest’s 14th district said the capital 

had scored a “historic” victory against 

Fidesz’s “divisive politics”. Karácsony 

said that starting on Monday, the 

opposition would use the power of the 

people against incumbent Budapest 

Mayor István Tarlós in an effort to 

change the city.

Congratulating Karácsony, Horváth 

said in his concession speech that 

the people of Budapest had chosen 

their flag bearer. He vowed to support 

Karácsony, saying that they were both 

aiming to “liberate” Budapest.

DK’s acting deputy leader Csaba 

Molnár said Budapesters knew that 

the incumbent mayor was “a viceroy 

appointed by the prime minister”. He 

said the opposition had to nominate 

a single mayoral candidate to have 

a shot at unseating Tarlós in the 

autumn. Párbeszéd MP Olivio Kocsis-

Cake said: “The numbers show that 

the preselection worked.” He said 

that whereas in Fidesz, positions 

were decided by a single person, “the 

democratic side” had conducted a 

democratic preselection vote.

The ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance called the 

preselection “a huge failure”. Lénárd 

Borbély, the mayor of Budapest’s 

21st district for Fidesz, said the past 

elections had already proven that the 

opposition did not have a “credible 

face” it could nominate for Budapest 

mayor. He said the preselection had 

failed to draw interest, arguing that 

only about 2% of Budapest’s residents 

had taken part in it. Borbély said 

this meant that the left had trouble 

mobilising even its own voters.

HuNGARY, SLOVENIA 
MAKE JOINT bID FOR Eu 
FuNDING TO LINK GAS 
NETWORKS

Hungary and Slovenia have submitted a 

joint bid for European Union funding for 

linking their gas networks, which would 

allow Hungary to import liquefied 

natural gas (LNG) from Italy, the foreign 

minister said over the weekend. The 

diversification of gas supplies is a key 

issue for Hungary, Péter Szijjártó told 

MTI. Given the current uncertainty 

around the construction of the LNG 

terminal in Croatia, the fact that Croatia’s 

price offer is well above market price, 

and the uncertainty of when US and 

Austrian gas industry companies can 

begin extracting gas from Romania’s 

sub-sea gas fields, Hungary must 

establish new sources of gas delivery, 

Szijjártó said.

One such scenario is the import of 

LNG via Italian ports, the minister said. He 

added, however, that the infrastructure 

for Hungary to buy LNG directly from 

Italy was not yet in place. This is why 

Hungary has signed an agreement 

with Slovenia, Szijjártó explained, noting 

that by connecting the two countries’ 

gas networks, Hungary will be able to 

import gas from Italy.

Talks on the required capacity of the 

interconnector that would link the two 

countries’ gas networks are ongoing, 

he said. A European Council decision 

on the matter is expected in the spring.

SYRIAN MIGRANT LOSES 
CIVIL LAWSuIT

A Budapest court rejected in a non-

binding ruling a lawsuit filed against 

the government by a Syrian migrant 

seeking compensation for what he 

says were a violation of his personality 

rights in a 2017 government survey 

on public attitudes to migration. 

Ahmed H. spent 40 months in prison 

for inciting a riot in Sept 2015 on 

the Hungary-Serbia border. He was 

sentenced to five years in prison in a 
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repeat procedure last year for illegally 

crossing the border as part of a rioting 

crowd and throwing objects at police, 

which the court regarded as complicity 

in terrorist activities. He filed a lawsuit 

against the Prime Minister’s Cabinet 

Office saying that the government’s 

2017 “national consultation” survey 

on the “Soros plan” referred to him 

directly and gave the impression he 

had already been convicted when the 

court had not yet passed a final ruling. 

Ahmed H. sought 8 million forints (EUR 

25,300) in damages. He was absent 

from the announcement of the ruling 

by the Municipal Court of Budapest.

In its justification, the court said that 

though the government had indeed failed 

to clarify in the survey that Ahmed H. had 

only been sentenced until that point by a 

first-instance court, this was a negligible 

disadvantage for the plaintiff. The ruling 

added that Ahmed H. had not denied that 

he had thrown objects at police officers, 

which constitutes a crime. The court 

concluded that Ahmed H.’s lawsuit lacked 

legal merit. Ahmed H. is currently awaiting 

expulsion from Hungary in an immigration 

detention facility.

Csaba Dömötör, the state secretary 

of the Cabinet Office, said in response 

to the ruling that the government 

will have to keep fighting against 

“the business of migration”. He told 

the government’s portal kormany.

hu that Friday’s ruling indicated that 

“reality and facts can’t be denied”. 

Dömötör said it was not the Hungarian 

government, but rather Ahmed H. who 

had tarnished his own reputation by 

committing a crime.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
DECRY AuDIT OFFICE FINES

Conservative opposition Jobbik has 

said it will convene an emergency 

congress to discuss the situation in 

light of fines levied on the party by the 

State Audit Office (ÁSZ) for violating 

campaign financing rules in last 

spring’s general election. Paying the 

close to one billion forint fine levied by 

ÁSZ altogether will practically prevent 

the party from running a campaign in 

the European parliamentary elections, 

Tamás Sneider, the party’s leader, said. 

The congress to be called within the 

next 2-4 weeks will discuss two key 

issues, with one being “the possibility 

of dismantling the party overall”, which 

Sneider said would ultimately lead to 

dissolving the party’s parliamentary 

group. The other item on the agenda, 

he added, would be “discussing the 

continuation of Jobbik’s national 

resistance”. “Those who rule the 

country today are punishing Jobbik 

because they fear that, according to 

the polls, the party could have up to 

four MEPs elected to serve in Brussels,” 

he said.

Meanwhile, the leftist opposition 

Democratic Coalition has called 

for the dismissal of ÁSZ chief László 

Domokos, whose authority it says 

has “paralysed” opposition parties by 

levying fines on them. Gergely Arató, 

DK’s deputy group leader, said over the 

weekend that ÁSZ had fined all of the 

opposition parties over the past years, 

adding that by levying the fines, the 

authority was “carrying out a political 

order”. Arató said DK will propose to 

the other opposition parties to initiate 

in parliament’s Immunity Committee 

the removal of Domokos from his post.

ÁSZ in response rejected 

“accusations made by Jobbik and the 

political pressure exerted by the party 

to influence the authority in carrying 

out its financial audit as required by 

law”. ÁSZ called on the party leader 

to acknowledge the irregularities its 

audit revealed instead of “making false 

statements about the authority and 

misleading the public”. Responding 

in a separate statement to DK, the 

audit office called Arató’s statement 

an “unfounded accusation” and “an 

attack on the rule of law”. ÁSZ said it 

conducts its audits in line with rigorous 

international auditing standards 

transparently and independently from 

the government or any political party, 

in accordance with the rule of law.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HuNGARY 
MAINTAINS ZERO 
TOLERANCE STANCE ON 
MIGRATION

Hungary has a policy of zero tolerance 

for migration and will never back 

any document that uses the UN’s 

global migration compact as a point 

of reference, the foreign minister 

said over the weekend, responding 

to a query by MTI. Péter Szijjártó 

commented on recent reports by 

several Hungarian news portals 

citing a German news agency’s EU 

diplomatic source as saying that 
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Hungary’s government has refused 

all of the European Union’s offers of 

a compromise on a joint position on 

migration, and has isolated itself within 

the bloc.

“Pro-migration politicians are 

continuing to run amok,” the minister 

said. Every EU document will try to 

refer to the UN’s global migration 

compact in spite of the fact that nine 

EU member states did not vote for it, 

he added. Szijjártó said the Hungarian 

government will never support the 

compact, which he said wanted to 

facilitate immigration. “A document 

on which there is no unanimous 

agreement by all member states 

cannot be a point of reference,” he said.

JObbIK LAuNCHES 
SIGNATuRE DRIVE FOR 
‘SLAVE LAW’ REPEAL

Conservative Jobbik has started 

a nationwide signature drive for 

the repeal of the labour code 

amendments tightening overtime 

rules in an attempt “to fight back” 

against “the governing parties 

that seek to eliminate Hungary’s 

strongest opposition force”, the 

deputy leader of the party said over 

the weekend. Jobbik has already 

turned to Hungary’s supreme court, 

the Kúria, over the National Election 

Committee’s ruling rejecting the 

party’s national referendum initiative 

for the legislation’s withdrawal. “We 

have chosen this form of action at a 

time when at stake is Jobbik’s survival,” 

Dániel Z Kárpát said, arguing that the 

party’s operation had been “practically 

paralysed by the State Audit Office” 

and “decisions by [ruling] Fidesz”. Z 

Kárpát said Jobbik would continue 

to fight for its survival as the “last 

remaining defender of democracy”.

PREVENTION IN  
GOVT CANCER 
PROGRAMME’S FOCuS 
OVER NEXT 3 YEARS

The government will continue to 

implement measures against cancer 

with a focus on prevention over the 

next three years, the state secretary for 

health said on Saturday, ahead of World 

Cancer Day. Lung cancer is a leading 

cause of death in Hungary, and the 

government has therefore introduced 

several measures since 2010 to 

combat the disease, Ildikó Horváth 

told a conference of the Hungarian 

Respiratory Society in Budapest. The 

measures include enacting stricter 

regulations on smoking, installing 

new generation medical equipment 

and setting up oncology centres, 

among others, she said. The focus 

of government measures will be 

screening and prevention over the 

next three years, Horváth added.

Addressing the conference, 

Gábor Kovács, board member of 

the respiratory society, noted that 

lung cancer accounts for the highest 

proportion of patients diagnosed 

with malignant tumor in Hungary 

with 10,000 new cases registered each 

year. Smoking is the most common risk 

factor in this group, he said, noting that 

80% of patients diagnosed with lung 

cancer smoke.


