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On January 1, Austria lowered family benefits paid for foreigners working in the country to the price levels of the country of 

residence of the child. Justice ministry state secretary Pál Völner said Hungary will turn to the Court of Justice of the European 

Union if the European Commission opts against launching an infringement procedure against Austria. For Hungary, the 

interests of Hungarian workers come first, and the government does everything in its power to make sure their rights are 

not infringed upon abroad, he said.

As a result of the benefit cuts, the Austrian government now only pays 56% of the official family allowance to Hungarians 

working there if their children live in Hungary, Völner explained. On January 7, the Hungarian government presented a 

diplomatic note to the Austrian government explaining that the country’s changes to its family benefit system and personal 

income tax preferences violate EU regulations, the state secretary said. But since Austria has not addressed these concerns, 

Hungary has decided to turn to Marianne Thyssen, the EU commissioner, he added.

Hungary has turned to the EU commissioner for employment and social affairs with 
a view to initiating an infringement procedure against Austria over its move to cut 
family benefits for EU citizens whose children live abroad.

HUNGARY TAKES LEGAL ACTION AGAINST AUSTRIA

Innovation and technology ministry 
launches roadshow

LMP’s presser on labour-code 
amendment

National Election Cttee meets

Stats office releases 2018 CPI 
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: EAST-WEST 
COOPERATION IN 
HUNGARY’S INTEREST

Cooperation between East and West is 

in Hungary’s interest in terms of security 

as well as for political and economic 

reasons, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

told a press conference in Minsk, after 

talks with his counterpart Vladimir 

Makei.  Central Europe is interested 

in an East-West cooperation based 

on “pragmatism, common sense and 

mutual respect”. “We, Hungarians, do not 

urge that cooperation because it is in the 

interest of a larger power but because it 

is in our own interests,” he said.  

Hungary is a member of the European 

Union, while Belarus belongs to the 

Eurasian Economic Union, which makes 

their cooperation even more important, 

Szijjártó said, adding that their bilateral 

relations could serve as a sound basis 

for closer ties between the two blocs. 

Answering a question, Szijjártó 

said that “the EU will be strong if it 

has the ability to build cooperation, 

strong friendships and alliances 

outside the bloc, too”. He added 

that the EU’s Eastern Partnership 

programme should be reinforced 

and “it should be made clear that it is 

difficult to build a partnership by way 

of sanctions”. “We are seeking a more 

pragmatic cooperation based more 

on mutual respect,” he said, adding 

that “Budapest has always been for 

removing sanctions against Belarus”. 

During his talks, Szijjártó signed 

an agreement on mutual protection 

for investments between the two 

countries, and said that the accord 

would promote bilateral business 

cooperation. The Hungarian 

government has opened a 64 million 

dollar credit line with Eximbank, while 

Eximbank has set up a 10 million dollar 

credit line with the Investment Bank 

of Belarus to finance such projects.  

Concerning actual business activities, 

Szijjártó mentioned Hungarian pharma 

company Richter’s increasing market 

share in Belarus, a food processing 

plant to be constructed jointly in 

Belarus, as well as Swiss engineering 

company Stadler building motor trains 

in both countries for use in Hungary. 

Szijjártó noted that the turnover of 

bilateral trade reached 200 million 

dollars in the first 10 months of last 

year, 20% up from the same period 

in 2017.  

The foreign minister thanked Belarus 

for lifting the visa requirement for 

Hungarian visitors, and added that 

the Hungarian government “ensures 

the highest benefits to Belarusian visa 

applicants under Schengen rules”.

OPPOSITION TURNS TO 
TOP COURT OVER LABOUR 
CODE AMENDMENT

The parliamentary opposition parties 

are turning to the Constitutional Court 

with a request for it to annul the recent 

amendments to the labour code. The 

opposition Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance 

said in a statement that the “slave law” 

was invalid given the “procedural 

irregularities” that went down in 

parliament when it was passed. The 

parties said they will also ask the 

court to declare invalid and annul the 

cardinal laws requiring a two-thirds 

majority that were passed in the same 

session. The appeal was backed by the 

lawmakers of the Democratic Coalition 

(DK), the Socialist-Párbeszéd alliance, 

conservative Jobbik and LMP, as well 

as independent MPs, securing the 

required 50 signatures.

On December 12, parliament 

voted to raise the upper threshold 

for annual overtime from 250 to 400 

hours. The opposition blocked the 

house speaker’s dais and obstructed 

proceedings with loud whistling and 

jeering in an attempt to thwart the 

vote and later demonstrated in the 

streets. The legislation was signed by 

President János Áder on December 20.

Ruling Fidesz said in a statement 

that the opposition was only using 

the labour code amendment as an 

excuse to “kick up a row”. “[DK leader] 

Ferenc Gyurcsány has admitted this 

himself,” the statement said. “[US 

financier George] Soros has launched 

his European parliamentary election 

campaign and the entire opposition 

has joined his campaign.”

SZOMBATHELY DEPUTY 
MAYOR STRIPPED OF 
POWERS

Miklós Molnár, the deputy mayor of 

Szombathely, has been stripped of his 

powers, the communications chief of 

the municipal council said. Molnár’s 

duties, which so far included economic 
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development, budget and finance, as 

well as the supervision of several city-

owned companies, will be taken over 

by the mayor and deputy mayor Károly 

Illés, Andrea Barki said. Mayor Tivadar 

Puskás, of ruling Fidesz, told the local 

paper that Molnár had “betrayed the 

right-wing civic community, which 

entrusted him with his post in 2014.”

Molnár on January 8 voted with the 

opposition to hold an extraordinary 

council session, which then ruled to 

bar companies owned fully by the 

city from raising the threshold of 

overtime work. The ruling came after 

an amendment to the labour code 

raised the threshold of overtime from 

an annual 250 hours to 400, prompting 

demonstrations nationwide. 

Molnár did not vote in favour of the 

resolution. The opposition also called 

on Szombathely’s MP, Csaba Hende of 

Fidesz, to initiate the scrapping of the 

amendment. 

Puskás told the paper that Molnár, 

who is a member of the Pro Savaria 

Association, has signed a written 

agreement with the governing 

Fidesz-Christian Democrat alliance to 

consult with the city leadership before 

any vote and support its agenda. Pro 

Savaria has called on Molnár to resign.

JOBBIK CALLS ON GOVT 
NOT TO ‘SACRIFICE’ 
WORKERS ON CAPITAL’S 
ALTAR

The conservative opposition Jobbik 

party has called on the government 

“not to sacrifice Hungarian workers 

on the altar of capitalist interests”. 

In addition to supporting the four 

demands submitted by trade unions 

to the government, Jobbik wants to 

extend eligibility for pension after 40 

years of work to men, deputy leader 

Balázs Ander told a press conference. 

The unions demanded the repeal 

of the labour code amendments, 

changes to the strike law, fair wages 

and a flexible pension system in a letter 

addressed to Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán last week. 

Ander said that Jobbik’s programme 

for employees promises the vision 

of a fair, liveable and competitive 

Hungary. Hungary “has been degraded 

into a colony of multinationals and a 

province of oligarchs with close links 

to the government”, a place where 

employees are worth very little, 

he said. Consecutive governments 

offering strategic partnerships to 

multinationals have turned Hungarian 

workers into servants under a 

“sociopathic, neo-liberal dogma,” by 

keeping wages low, trimming workers’ 

rights and sidelining trade unions.

BUDAPEST MAYOR 
CANDIDATE WOULD HALT 
LIGET PROJECT 

Gergely Karácsony, mayoral candidate 

of opposition Párbeszéd, would scrap 

Budapest’s contested Liget Project, 

a new museum complex in the City 

Park, if elected to the post. Karácsony, 

mayor of district 14, which includes 

the popular park, argued that the new 

museums should instead be built in 

one of Budapest’s brown zones and 

said that “making construction work 

in a park is a mad idea”.  Speaking on 

public news channel M1, Karácsony 

said he would consult residents 

concerning options around ongoing 

constructions, but insisted that 

erecting “gigantic structures for any 

function” in City Park would be a 

“disaster”. He argued that re-creating 

the 200 year old park would be 

impossible, while “destroying it would 

be easy through for example increased 

traffic generated by the planned 

buildings and museums”.

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT UP 
4.0% IN NOV 2018

Hungary’s industrial output rose by an 

unadjusted 4.0% year on year and by 

an annual 3.5% according to workday-

adjusted figures in November 2018, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said, 

confirming a first reading released on 

January 8, 2019. In a month-on-month 

comparison, output in November was up 

a seasonally and work day-adjusted 1.1%.

FARM GATE PRICES UP 
4.4% IN NOVEMBER

Farm gate prices in Hungary were up 

by an annual 4.4% in November 2018, 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH) said. 

The price of live animals and animal 

products fell by 3.1% while crop prices 

were up 9.1%. Grain prices were up 

13% with the price of maize up 6.0% 

and wheat prices rising by 22%. Fruit 

prices were down 27% as apple prices 
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dropped by 43% and grape prices fell 

by 9.0%. The price of vegetables was 

up 38%. Tomato potato prices rose 12% 

and onion prices by 69%. Prices of live 

animals were down 1.3% as pork prices 

dropped 4.5% and poultry prices rose 

by 1.0%. In January-November, farm 

gate prices increased 2.4% year on year 

as crop prices rose by 5.3% and the 

price of livestock and animal products 

was down 2.2%. In the first eleven 

months vegetable prices were up 15% 

and fruit prices were down 15%. Egg 

prices were 5.6% higher.

HUNGARY ORGAN 
TRANSPLANTS UP  
10% IN 2018 

Hungarian hospitals performed 10% 

more organ transplants last year 

than in 2017, the state secretary for 

health said. Hospitals saw increases 

in the number of kidney, liver, heart 

and lung transplants, Ildikó Horváth 

said after a conference organised 

as part of the European Union’s 

EUDONORGAN project. Hungarian 

hospitals performed a total of 505 

organ transplants in 2018, Horváth said. 

In 119 cases – 22.6% of all donations – 

the organ was donated from abroad, 

she said. There were 335 kidney 

transplants last year, a 12% increase 

over 2017. Hospitals performed 80 

liver transplants, up more than 8% from 

2017. Altogether there were 23 lung 

and 62 heart transplants, also more 

than in 2017.

Sándor Mihály, director of the 

Hungarian National Blood Transfusion 

Service’s transplant surgery division, 

said that far more people in Hungary 

would be willing to donate their 

organs after their death than the 

number of those who are aware of 

the legal regulations concerning organ 

donation. Fully 73% of Hungarians 

would want to donate their organs, 

but only 23% are aware of the legal 

aspects, Mihály said.

Melania Istrate, coordinator of 

EUDONORGAN, said that the project 

aims promote and increase social 

awareness about organ donation 

and strengthen training for healthcare 

professionals and other relevant actors 

in the field.

BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
GETS ‘CARBON NEUTRAL’ 
CERTIFICATE FOR SECOND 
STRAIGHT YEAR

Budapest’s Ferenc Liszt international 

airport has received a “carbon 

neutrality” certificate for the second 

consecutive year, Budapest Airport, 

its operator, said. The airport received 

the qualification from ACI Europe, 

the largest umbrella organisation 

of European airports, in recognition 

of measures implemented to fully 

counterbalance CO2 emissions in the 

course of operation. 

Since the launch of the 

programme in 2016, the airport has 

managed to reduce CO2 emissions 

per passenger by close to 50%, 

Gábor Szarvas, Budapest Airport’s 

environmental director, told MTI. 

The airport operator said it would 

take further major environmental 

measures to reduce its CO2 emission 

per passenger by another 10% 

between 2019 and 2021 as against 

the 2016 level.


