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Migration will be Europe’s defining issue in next 15-20 years, Orbán told an international press conference. The European 

Parliament, the European Commission and eventually -- after national elections -- the European Council could end up 

anti-migration, he said, adding that Europeans would finally have their say on the issue in the European parliamentary 

elections. Hungary is the only EU member state where people have had the chance to express their views on migration, 

he said. The traditional left-right divide will be replaced by a pro-migration-anti-migration one, he insisted, adding that 

the related debate would have a bearing on attitudes to Christianity, making the protection of Christian culture a political 

duty. It also affects the debate on sovereignty when migration advocates shun the decisions of people opposed to taking 

in migrants, he added.

“Hungary can be proud to be the first country to prove that migration can be stopped on land,” he said, adding that his 

“hero”, Italian Interior Minister Matteo Salvini, was the first to say this could be done at sea.

Hungary’s goal is for “anti-immigration forces” to dominate every European Union 
institution, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said.

ORBÁN WANTS ‘ANTI-MIGRATION’ EU
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ORBÁN: ‘MIGRATION ISSUE 
DOES NOT RECOGNISE 
PARTy BORDERS’

The Polish-Italian axis is “one of the 

best things to happen,” Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán told an international press 

conference. “This means for us that the 

governing and anti-immigration forces 

to the right of the EPP are looking for 

forms of cooperation. It is good news 

because the EPP is looking for pro-

immigration allies,” he said. Orbán 

noted that Fidesz is a member of the 

EPP and added that “loyalty in Hungary 

is a political value”. “As long as we are 

[in the EPP] -- hopefully for a long time 

-- we will always be loyal to our party 

family”. At the same time, he added, 

the issue of migration “does not 

recognise party borders” and requires 

the cooperation of governments. The 

prime minister said he was always 

ready to meet Salvini if the migration 

issue justified doing so and as long as 

Salvini was responsible for migration 

issues in Italy.

Migration has already brought about 

significant changes in terms of Europe’s 

future, Orbán said. In some countries 

it is already clear that their civilisations 

will be mixed going forward, and it is 

only a question of how the people will 

coexist, he added. Migration in western 

Europe is a question of coexistence, 

Orbán said. But in central Europe the 

debate is centred on “how we can 

prevent a situation like the one that 

can already be seen in western Europe”, 

he added.

Orbán said migration had driven 

western and central Europe far apart, 

adding that the question was how they 

can remain united “now that they’ve 

chosen such different futures”. A 

homogeneous European civilisation 

is being replaced by two civilisations: 

one that builds its future on the 

coexistence of Islam and Christianity, 

and the central European model which 

continues to conceive Europe “as a 

Christian civilisation”, Orbán said.

The issue of migration was 

dismantling the EU’s structure and 

was also behind Brexit. All liberal 

democrats, Orbán said, were pro-

migration, he added. Commenting on 

the European parliamentary elections, 

he said “the Hungarian version of the 

Spitzenkandidat system” was being 

realised, given that the top official on 

the Fidesz-KDNP list was Hungary’s 

nominee for European commissioner 

[László Trócsányi, the current minister 

of justice] and would thereby enjoy 

democratic legitimacy with the 

backing of the Hungarian people. 

Members of the European Commission 

won’t be appointed until September-

October at the earliest, he said, adding 

that Trócsányi’s replacement was not 

yet on the agenda.

Orbán noted that Manfred Weber, 

the EPP leader who is the party family’s 

candidate to replace Jean-Claude 

Juncker as commission president, had 

voted to approve the Sargentini report 

due to the issue of the “Soros [Central 

European] university”. Orbán said he 

had read on the CEU’s website that 

the university “does not carry out any 

educational activities as a Hungarian 

institution in any another country”. 

This, he said, was the opposite of the 

Hungarian regulations and “Manfred 

Weber was duped” and so there had 

been no reason for Weber to vote to 

approve the Sargentini report.

ORBÁN: PRO-MIGRATION 
FORCES BACKED By SOROS

Asked about the opposition’s intention 

to field a joint list for the European 

parliamentary elections, Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán told a news conference 

that if “they take this path, they will be 

digging their own grave”. Orbán added 

it was not his job to prevent them. 

Asked to comment on an 

opposition demonstration held in 

Brussels earlier this week with the 

participation of Dutch Green MEP 

Judith Sargentini, Orbán said: “This 

is yet more proof that migration is 

the key issue of the EP elections.” 

He added that Sargentini was “a 

pro-migration politician, so it is 

not odd that she is demonstrating 

against the Hungarian government 

alongside pro-migration 

Hungarians.” Asked about similar 

protests against right-wing anti-

migration governments in Belgrade, 

Vienna, Warsaw and Rome, he said 

that pro-migration forces backed by 

George Soros were preparing for the 

EP elections and would demonstrate 

everywhere. “But this is the rule of 

the game.”

“The campaign has started, there 

are demonstrations, people compile 
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petitions ... we are in campaign 

mode and it’s guaranteed to be 

like this until May,” Orbán said. The 

prime minister said what was new in 

the campaign was its international 

dimension. Orbán named migration 

as the campaign’s single most 

important issue, saying it would 

be the decisive factor for voters. 

Asked about recent cooperation 

between Hungary’s leftist parties 

and conservative Jobbik, Orbán said 

the left should consider whether 

it was right to “legitimise--out of 

short-term political interest--those 

who represent anti-Semitism”.

Concerning US billionaire George 

Soros, he said people who “defend 

him by referring to his [Jewish] 

origin” did a disservice both to 

Hungarian politics and Soros 

himself. Referring to the French 

president, Orbán said Hungary 

duly respected France and its 

president, “but we cannot conceal 

the fact that Emmanuel Macron is 

a pro-migration forces leader”. The 

prime minister said he and Macron 

were “on good terms personally” 

but the future of Europe and the 

two countries were at stake, and 

Hungary would suffer if Macron’s 

agenda were realised. 

In response to a question, Orbán 

said Hungary-Germany ties were 

special as were relations between 

Fidesz and the CDU-CSU alliance. 

“Cooperation with Germany has 

always been a priority for Hungarian 

foreign policy.”  “We need deep 

and honest relations, but this is 

currently missing because German 

policymakers are failing to respect 

the decision of Hungarians not to 

become a migrant country. They are 

pressurising us to follow them ... we 

don’t want to so, there’s no room for 

compromise.” Referring to his visit to 

Brazil a few days ago, Orbán said the 

debate over migration went beyond 

the borders of Europe. 

In reply to a question, Orbán 

said that Hungarians had taken up 

“illiberal positions on the key issues 

of immigration, family and Christian 

culture”. Asked to comment Liberal 

EP party leader Guy Verhofstadt’s 

statement that Hungary’s prime 

minister was neither a Democrat 

nor a Christian, Orbán said: “Liberal 

thinking in Europe has gone so far 

that the liberals, today’s number-

one enemies of freedom, want to 

define not only who they are but 

also who the Christian Democrats 

are.”

ORBÁN: ‘HUNGARy IS 
PERFORMING BETTER’

Hungary’s economic growth rate in 

2018 is expected to reach 4.6%, Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán said, adding that 

the public debt to GDP ratio fell to 71% 

at the end of last year and the budget 

deficit was 2% of GDP. According to 

the finance minister’s briefing to the 

cabinet on Wednesday, household 

consumption grew by 6% last year 

and gross wages by an average of 

11%, Orbán told an international news 

conference. The Hungarian economy is 

stable and is expected to remain so this 

year, he said. “Hungary is performing 

better,” he said, adding that the 

government would do “everything 

it its power” to help the economy 

achieve 4% growth this year. If the 

government fails to enact measures 

aimed at promoting growth in the 

first quarter, the growth rate will be 

below 4%, Orbán said. “The number 

of people who can work and want to 

work in Hungary could stabilise at 4.5-5 

million in the long term, which is near 

full employment,” the prime minister 

said, noting that there are 4.5 million 

Hungarians working today, up from 3.7 

million in 2010. This was why, he added, 

it was not worth implementing an 

economic policy that required a bigger 

workforce. The Hungarian economy 

needs to grow at a pace that can be 

supported by a workforce of this size, 

he said.

Asked about Hungarians working 

abroad, Orbán said their rate---6% of 

the total workforce---was the lowest in 

this region. “These people send home 

money and show a lot of courage, 

and they deserve a great deal of 

appreciation for standing their ground 

and succeeding in a foreign-language 

environment,” he said. Asked about the 

expiry of central bank governor György 

Matolcsy’s six-year term, the prime 

minister said there were “no surprises 

to be expected”.

Concerning the question of whether 

Hungary would adopt the euro, Orbán 

said Hungary had no target date for 

two reasons. “Right now no one sees 

the future of the single currency clearly 
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and no one knows what direction the 

euro zone will take in the coming 

period,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Orbán said fully 1.382 

million “national consultation” 

questionnaires on the government’s 

family protection measures have 

been returned. The participation 

rate was the third highest so far, so 

“the situation of families, willingness 

to have children and demographics 

are important issues not just for the 

government but for the whole country, 

too.”  The prime minister expressed 

hope that in his state-of-the-nation 

speech scheduled for Feb. 10, he 

would be able to present the planned 

government measures based on the 

survey’s results. “The country’s future 

lies in families,” he said.

Orbán said Hungary would dedicate 

a memorial year to its transition to 

democracy 30 years ago. Speaker of 

Parliament László Kövér will be asked 

to chair the memorial committee, and 

prime minister’s office chief Gergely 

Gulyás to represent the government 

in it. 

Asked about the upgrade of the 

Paks nuclear power plant, Orbán said 

the government was making efforts 

to minimise the delay which was 

partly explained by the complicated 

European public procurement process. 

In response to a question about 

the recent amendment to the labour 

code, Orbán said the amendment 

on overtime was needed because 

companies, mainly small and medium-

sized ventures, were forced to look 

for loopholes to fill overtime. The 

new measures “will give employees 

freedom” to manoeuvre. Employees 

will be paid accordingly, and if they 

want to do overtime, they will be able 

to clarify the conditions in advance, he 

said. “This change in the law provides 

an opportunity,” he said. “There’ll be 

those who take advantage and those 

who don’t, but it’s a good law.”

Asked about the enrichment of his 

family members and friends, the prime 

minister said he would not comment 

since the separation of politics and 

business was an important first 

principle of Hungarian politics. “If a 

businessman wants to get into politics 

even he’ll have little chance of doing 

so,” Orbán added.

Answering a journalist’s question 

concerning the level of corruption 

in Hungary, Orbán said there was no 

acceptable level of corruption and 

there was zero tolerance of it. He said 

“the fact that Hungary is performing 

better each year” belied the assertion 

that corruption in Hungary was above 

the European average. He said that the 

most stringent law on lawmakers’ asset 

declarations in Europe was in force in 

Hungary. 

Asked about the new right-wing 

media foundation operating in 

Hungary, Orbán insisted that it was 

a “fact” that the dominant media in 

Hungary today was controlled by 

leftist, liberal, anti-government forces. 

He insisted that the biggest television 

station, the largest-circulation weekly, 

the largest internet platform and 

“perhaps even the largest national 

political newspaper”, is critical of the 

government and left-wing or liberal, he 

said. “There are more of you against me 

than with me,” he told the journalist.

Commenting on the opposition 

campaign at the headquarters of 

public media company MTVA in 

December, the prime minister said 

MPs did not stand above the law 

but they had the right to go to 

any public institution asking for 

information. “They do not have 

the right, however, to disrupt its 

operations and to decide what is 

read out and what is not.” Orbán 

said everyone had the right to 

demonstrate and go on strike but 

breaking the law could not be 

permitted. He said no one should 

resort to violence and he added that 

he was worried that MPs would use 

physical force to disbar the speaker 

from accessing his podium.

Orbán said he was observing current 

protests and he understood that they 

disagreed with the government on 

many issues, but these had been 

debated and “no one should question 

the fact that in a democracy, the 

majority in parliament makes the 

decisions”.

Commenting on the move to the 

Buda Castle district of the cabinet 

office, the PM said that the housing 

of the executive in the building of the 

legislature in Hungary was a legacy of 

the Communist regime and “it’s good 

to finally rid ourselves of it”. The symbol 

of the thousand-year-old Hungarian 

statehood is in the Castle and the 

symbol of Hungarian democracy is 

Kossuth Square, he added.
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In reply to another question that 

Europe’s political values were liberal 

in spirit, he said this era had come to 

an end and a whole range of issues 

had come to the fore and many 

people disagreed with the media’s 

representation of them. “Hopefully, 

power relations will change within 

the media, too,” he said.

OPPOSITION PARTIES 
SLAM ORBÁN FOR ‘LyING’

Opposition leaders have blasted 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán for “lying 

about Hungary’s real situation” in an 

international press conference on 

Thursday. 

László Lóránt Keresztes, the co-

leader of green party LMP, said 

Orbán had deflected questions on 

major political issues that would 

define Hungary’s future. He said 

Orbán’s characterisation of the fight 

between pro-migration forces and 

their opponents ignored the debate 

over what caused migration and how 

the issue could be solved effectively. 

Meanwhile, Keresztes accused Orbán 

of being misleading over the project to 

expand Hungary’s Paks nuclear power 

plant. “Russian contracting partners 

have failed to obtain the necessary 

permits and Orbán himself has already 

admitted to delays in the project,” he 

added.

Timea Szabó, co-leader of Párbeszéd, 

said the prime minister had been 

evasive about the true state of 

Hungarian health care, education and 

wages. She said it was “telling” how 

Orbán had refused to answer questions 

about Lőrinc Mészáros, who last year 

topped Hungary’s rich list. Orbán at the 

same time had insisted that corruption 

was not tolerated in Hungary, Szabó 

said. In connection with the recent 

amendment to the labour code 

extending the number of possible 

overtime hours, Szabó said Orbán had 

ignored the opinion of Hungarians, 

insisting that 85% condemned the 

“slave law”.  

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi told the 

same journalists that Orbán’s press 

conference had signalled the start 

of his campaign for the upcoming 

European parliamentary elections. 

He said Orbán had “tried hard” to 

conceal how Hungarians were making 

their demands concerning the “slave 

law” “on the streets”. Ujhelyi insisted 

that Orbán showed he was scared 

of emerging cooperation between 

opposition forces. This suggested, he 

said, that “the opposition is on the right 

track”.

Gergely Arató, deputy group 

leader of the Democratic Coalition 

(DK), accused the prime minister 

of “lacking courage to answer real 

questions”. Orbán failed to explain 

why he had ordered the Hungarian 

army to purchase “luxury private 

jets” for his trips, Arató said. He also 

slammed Orbán for evading questions 

regarding asylum granted to former 

Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola 

Gruevski. Meanwhile, Arató said DK 

will approach EPP leader Manfred 

Weber for a response to Orban’s claim 

that Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 

“upholds Christian Democratic 

values”. Arató also complained that 

he and several journalists had been 

banned from attending Orbán’s press 

conference.

HUNGARIAN, 
GERMAN MINISTERS 
DISCUSS INNOVATION 
COOPERATION

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics held talks with 

Andreas Scheuer, Germany’s minister 

transport and digital infrastructure, 

in Berlin. Palkovics urged Hungarian-

German business, technology 

and innovation cooperation to 

be strengthened in line with last 

summer’s agreement between 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel. The minister said discussions 

with Scheuer also covered prospective 

areas of cooperation such as electro 

mobility and self-driving technology. 

Palkovics invited Scheuer to visit the 

test track for autonomous vehicles 

under construction in Zalaegerszeg, 

in western Hungary.

HUNGARy TAKES STAND 
AGAINST PLANNED 
MEASURES AFFECTING 
ROAD HAULAGE 
COMPANIES

Officials from the transport ministries 

of Hungary, Bulgaria, Poland and 

Lithuania have taken a unified stand 

in Brussels against planned measures 
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affecting road haulage companies 

from countries outside of the European 

Union, the Innovation and Technology 

Ministry said.

The planned measures would 

put all road haulage companies 

based in the EU at a competitive 

disadvantage, the ministry said. A 

meeting of EU transport ministers 

in December cleared the Mobility 

Package for general debate, in spite 

of votes against by nine member 

states, including Hungary, the ministry 

noted. The European Parliament’s 

Transport and Tourism Committee 

(EP Tran) is scheduled to vote on the 

Mobility Package 1 at a meeting on 

Thursday, and a plenary session of 

the EP is expected to decide on the 

matter at the end of January, it added. 

Before the decisions, the officials from 

the transport ministries of Hungary, 

Bulgaria, Poland and Lithuania met 

with European Commissioner for 

Mobility and Transport Violeta Bulc 

and the head of the EP Tran committee 

Karima Delli.

The national delegations argued 

that lorry drivers should continue to 

be allowed to decide how to spend 

their rest time. They also said a total 

ban on spending rest periods in the 

cabs of their vehicles was impractical 

under the current circumstances. “A 

realistic, balanced and implementable 

compromise is necessary, one that 

ensures protection for lorry drivers 

at the same time as fair competition 

and free movement of services,” said 

Hungarian state secretary for transport 

policy László Mosóczi. Exempting 

lorry drivers who make cross-border 

deliveries from new directives 

on posted workers can boost the 

productivity of European companies, 

he added.

ORBÁN: HUNGARy WANTS 
TO BEAT ‘GENIUS BABIS’S’ 
STELLAR EMPLOyMENT 
RECORD   

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán praised 

his Czech counterpart, Andrej Babis, 

for his record in creating employment 

and he vowed to do even better. 

“It won’t be easy,” Orbán told an 

international press conference. The 

Czech Republic “is lucky, a genius 

heads its government.” Babis, he 

added, “is best economic politician 

in Europe”.”The number of people 

who can work and want to work 

in Hungary could stabilise at 4.5-5 

million in the long term, which is near 

full employment,” Orban said, noting 

that there are 4.5 million Hungarians 

working today, up from 3.7 million in 

2010.


