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The prime minister, who is also the ruling party’s leader, said in the letter that the EP election would be the most significant 

such vote so far. “Having learned nothing after the series of terrorist attacks, Brussels wants to turn Europe into a continent 

of immigrants and force this on nation states. We Hungarians cannot accept this,” the letter said.

Orbán also insisted that the opposition represented Brussels in Hungary. “What we really need are representatives of Hungary 

in Brussels,” he wrote, adding that Fidesz MEPs always uncompromisingly represented Hungarian interests in the EP.

The supporters were also asked to make a financial contribution to “ensure Fidesz’s success”. The paper said Fidesz had 

long made use of micro-funding as an important gauge of its supporter base.

A letter written by Prime Minister Viktor Orbán concerning the upcoming European elections 
has been posted to supporters, daily Magyar Idők reported.  According to Magyar Idők, by 
mid-January all supporters of the ruling Fidesz party will have received the prime minister’s 
missive, which focuses on the importance of the European Parliamentary vote set for May.

orBÁn Posts Letter to fiDesZ suPPorters

Hungarian solidarity Movement  
calls opposition to joint protest

Demonstrations against “slave law”  
in cities around Hungary

event commemorating thomas 
Becket in esztergom

255th anniversary of the Massacre  
at Madéfalva
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Grévy’s zebra born in Nyíregyháza Zoo
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soCiaLists aCCuse GoVt 
of LyinG in sarGentini 
rePort reButtaL

The opposition Socialist Party has 

accused the government of lying 

in a written rebuttal of the so-

called Sargentini report. Socialist 

MEP István Ujhelyi told a press 

conference that the 131-page 

government document contains 

“distortions, exaggerations and 

lies”.

He said it was a lie that the 

authors of the report had not 

conducted a personal investigation 

into the situation in Hungary before 

compiling the report. The claims 

that the government is committed 

to a diverse media landscape and 

that the law on the foreign funding 

of civil groups does not stigmatise 

NGOs receiving support from 

abroad were also false, he said. The 

assertions that Hungary’s economic 

indicators are “excellent” and that 

a large portion of corruption cases 

are investigated were also untrue, 

he added.

Ujhelyi criticised the document 

for failing to mention an 

investigation into projects by Elios, 

a former business interest of the 

prime minister’s son-in-law István 

Tiborcz, or that Hungary “is in the 

lower tier of European countries 

when it comes to social indicators”. 

Neither does the rebuttal mention 

that government spokesman István 

Hollik personally put stickers on the 

mailboxes of NGOs critical of the 

government, Ujhelyi said.

The MEP criticised Justice 

Minister László Trócsányi -- who 

heads ruling Fidesz’s European 

parliamentary election list -- for 

blocking Hungary from joining the 

European prosecutor’s office. “This 

raises the question as to whether 

the minister and his colleagues 

wish to represent [Viktor] Orbán’s 

regime or the whole of Hungary in 

the European Union,” Ujhelyi said.

Fidesz said in response that the 

Socialists are increasingly overt 

in representing the interests of 

US billionaire George Soros and 

pro-migration supporters while 

attacking their own country.

Ujhelyi and left-liberal MEPs 

attacked their own country 

when they voted in support of 

the Sargentini report whose 

sole purpose was to condemn 

Hungarians for opposing their 

homeland becoming an immigrant 

country, Fidesz communications 

director Balázs Hidvéghi said. 

“Hungary needs MEPs who 

represent the Hungarian people, 

not Brussels and Soros,” he added.

LMP to taKe Part in 
saturDay oPPosition 
DeMo

Opposition LMP members and 

supporters will take part in Saturday’s 

opposition demonstration in Heroes’ 

Square, moving on to Kossuth 

Square, an LMP official has said.

“All peaceful means must be 

seized in defiance of the slave law,” 

Máté Kanász-Nagy, the head of 

LMP’s national board, told a press 

conference in Budapest.

“We’re going to demonstrate in 

the capital and across the nation,” 

he said. “We’re also prepared to 

block roads and may even call 

on employees to go on strike 

countrywide.”

Referring to recent amendments 

to the labour code which increases 

the amount of overtime that an 

employee can undertake, the LMP 

politician said the “slave law and the 

way it was adopted go to show the 

failure of the government’s economic 

and labour market policymaking.”

He said it was clear the 

government saw the country’s 

competitiveness tied to low-

wage labour, while it had allied 

itself with the interests of foreign 

multinational companies such as 

car manufacturers.

anti-GoVernMent 
DeMonstration in 
sZeGeD

Opposition parties, civil organisations 

and trade unions held an anti-

government protest in Szeged, in 

southern Hungary. The protesters 

almost filled Dugonics Square in the 

centre of town.

Opposition Socialist MP Sándor 

Szabó told the demonstrators that 

the local council of Szeged had 

been the first to announce a boycott 
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against the introduction of new 

labour regulations and several others 

have joined since. The opposition 

must join forces for the European 

parliamentary elections and local 

elections this year, he added. Edvin 

Mihálik of the Momentum Movement 

said the government did not serve 

the interests of the nation but robbed 

people of the possibility of making 

progress. Gábor Radics, secretary of 

the Szeged rubber plant trade union, 

said the consequences of new labour 

laws were impossible to foresee 

and the number of accidents could 

increase as a result of overburdened 

workers.

The participants of the event 

dubbed “Let’s Protect Szeged” 

marched from the square through 

the centre of the city to a statue of 

Hungary’s martyred Prime Minister 

Imre Nagy in front of the Csongrád 

County government building.

HunGary PPi uP 5.1% yr/
yr in noV - KsH

Industrial producer prices rose by 5.1% 

in November from the same month 

a year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said. Prices for domestic 

sales were up 6.7% while export prices 

increased by 4.3%.

In a month-on-month comparison, 

industrial producer prices were down 

0.2% as domestic prices fell by 0.4% 

and export prices were 0.2% lower. 

Year on year, factory gate prices in the 

manufacturing sector rose by 4.2% in 

October.

In a month-on-month comparison, 

producer prices in the manufacturing 

sector were down 0.3%. 

In January-November 2018, industrial 

producer prices grew by an annual 

5.5% as domestic prices climbed by 

6% and export prices were up 5.3%.

HunGary HouseHoLD 
enerGy PriCes aMonG 
LoWest in euroPe

Retail energy prices in Hungary are 

among the lowest in Europe, business 

daily Világgazdaság said, citing a 

survey of 29 European countries 

carried out by the Hungarian Energy 

and Public Utility Regulatory Authority 

(MEKH).

According to the survey, Budapest 

had the lowest retail gas prices and 

the fourth lowest electricity prices 

among the 29 countries at the end 

of last year. Household gas prices in 

the Hungarian capital averaged 0.0317 

euros per kWh, while the average retail 

price for electricity was 0.1161 euros 

per kWh.

Gas prices were highest in 

Stockholm at 0.2401 euros, while 

Copenhagen had the highest 

electricity prices at 0.3230 euros 

per kWh. Electricity was cheapest in 

Belgrade at 0.0722 euros.

HunGary PoLiCe to 
PoPuLation ratio 
LoWest in eu

There are just 90 police officers per 

100,000 inhabitants in Hungary, the 

lowest rate in the European Union, 

data compiled by Eurostat show. The 

number is a little more than one-

quarter of the European Union average 

of 318 police officers per 100,000 

inhabitants. Finland and Denmark also 

have relatively low numbers of police 

officers per 100,000 inhabitants, at 137 

and 186, respectively. The data were 

collected in 2015 and 2016.

GoVt sets uP institute 
for HunGarian stuDies

The government has set up 

an institute specialising in the 

research of Hungarian history and 

the development of tourism and 

education. The institute, known as 

the Institute for Hungarian Studies, 

was established on Jan. 1 after the 

government approved last November 

a decree on its founding drafted by 

Human Resources Minister Miklós 

Kásler.

Historical research at the institute 

will focus on the era preceding the 

9th-century Hungarian conquest 

of the Carpathian Basin, the origin 

of the Hungarian people, the 

Hungarian conquest itself and 

medieval Hungary. The institute 

will also focus on the study of the 

internal structure of the Hungarian 

language, its peculiarities and its 

connections to Hungarian culture 

as a whole. It will also publish a 

journal.

Kásler has appointed Gábor József 

Horváth-Lugossy as the institute’s 

director-general.


