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Addressing the General Assembly ahead of the vote, Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó said Hungary would not support the 

accord because most of its goals were in conflict with Hungary’s national interests. As the first speaker of UN member states 

after the opening address, Szijjártó said that the UN “was making a serious mistake” because the plan was “unbalanced, 

biased, and extremely pro-migration”. Authors of the document overlooked the interests of European residents, while the 

approval of the plan would promote migration and involve serious risks, he insisted.

Szijjártó criticised the document for depicting migration as a fundamental human right. Furthermore, he said, it accepts 

migrants’ breach of national borders in their search for new homes, thereby encouraging migration and calling on UN 

member states to support it. While the compact presents the effects of migration as positives, it is in fact a dangerous 

process, the minister said, arguing that migration destabilises both origin and transit countries and leads to the emergence 

of parallel societies in destination countries.

Hungary was one of five countries to vote against the United Nations’ Global Compact 
for Migration that was approved by the UN General Assembly by a 152-5 vote in New 
York on Wednesday.

HUNGARY VOTES AGAINST UN MIGRATION ACCORD

Opposition presser on joint action 
against “slave law”

Central bank presser on Dec 2018 
inflation report 

Stats Office releases preliminary 
report on wages in Jan-Oct 2018
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A girl with her present at the closing event of the Baptist Charity’s Christmas 
Shoebox charity drive
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: UN MIGRATION 
COMPACT FAILS  
TO ADDRESS RIGHTS  
OF DESTINATION 
COUNTRY CITIZENS

Addressing the United Nations General 

Assembly ahead of the vote on the 

UN Global Compact for Migration, 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó criticised the compact for 

its failure to address the rights of 

those living in migrants’ destination 

countries and how their rights to 

living in peace and security can be 

guaranteed. The minister repeated 

Hungary’s position that many of the 

compact’s goals are against Hungary’s 

security interests. Hungary considers 

border protection and the right to 

decide whom a country can allow 

to enter its territory among the most 

important national competencies, he 

said. The Hungarian government also 

opposes the proposal to approach 

the question of border protection as 

a human rights issue, he said, arguing 

that it was a national security issue and 

a duty for every country.

Hungary also disagrees with the 

premise that migration is beneficial 

for the labour market and from a 

demographic standpoint, Szijjártó 

said. The Hungarian government 

does not believe that Hungary will 

be less valuable than other countries 

if its society does not become 

multicultural, he added.

Hungary’s position when it comes 

to migration is based on strict border 

control and an opposition to illegal 

migration, he said. Instead of favouring 

immigration, the government intends 

to respond to its social challenges with 

the modernisation of education and 

by supporting families and preserving 

Hungary for Hungarians, Szijjártó 

added.

Hungary was one of five countries to 

vote against the compact, which was 

passed by the General Assembly with 

152 countries voting in favour of it and 

12 abstentions.

GOVT TO CALL NEW TENDER 
FOR BUDAPEST-BELGRADE 
RAILWAY UPGRADE

Hungary’s government has decided 

to launch a new public procurement 

procedure for the upgrade of 

the Hungarian section of the 

Budapest-Belgrade railway line, as 

the estimated cost of the project 

has increased by about 10%. The 

Government Information Centre 

has confirmed that the government 

had made such a decision at its 

December 12 session.

The projected cost of upgrading the 

152-km section between Budapest 

and Kelebia, on the border with 

Serbia, was 578 billion forints (EUR 

1.79bn) in May 2018, but the best offer 

made since then has been 693 billion 

forints. As the government is unwilling 

to shoulder a cost overshoot, it has 

launched a new public procurement 

procedure. As a consequence, 

construction will only start in 2020, a 

year later than originally scheduled.

The upgrade aims to facilitate the 

delivery of Chinese goods to Europe 

arriving at the Greek port of Piraeus. 

These goods would be brought by rail 

through Serbia to Hungary.

In June, Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s 

minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said that the project would benefit 

Hungary and Serbia logistically and 

financially, and it would create jobs 

as well. Talks are still ongoing on 

China’s loan to finance the upgrade, 

he said. At the time, the minister said 

30 companies had expressed interest 

in bidding for the construction of the 

railway line’s Hungarian section. Of 

these, two consortia of Hungarian and 

Chinese companies have submitted 

valid bids.

HUNGARIAN ARMY 
PURCHASES TANKS, 
ARTILLERY

The Hungarian army has signed 

a contract on purchasing a batch 

of new tanks and self-propelled 

artillery manufactured in Germany. 

The defence ministry signed the 

document on the purchase of 44 

Leopard2 armoured vehicles and 

24 PzH 2000 self-propelled guns 

with Munich-based Krauss-Maffei 

Wegmann (KMW) in Budapest. The 

tanks and SPGs are suitable to be 

deployed in the instance of both 

conventional and asymmetric warfare.

Prior to the signing, Defence Minister 

Tibor Benkő met Frank Haun, KMW’s 

CEO. Benkő said that by signing the 

deal, the two countries’ armed forces 
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had strengthened their smooth and 

extensive cooperation. Haun noted 

that his company had a history of 180 

years and the German armed forces 

are among its major clients.

PROTESTERS CAUSE 
DAMAGE WORTH 
‘MILLIONS’ TO PARLIAMENT

The damage caused to Parliament 

and adjacent Kossuth Square in recent 

protests adds up to “millions of forints” 

(HUF 1m = EUR 3,000), parliament’s 

press chief said. Zoltán Szilágyi said 

they had no exact figure because the 

damage was still being assessed, but 

said that two stained glass and several 

plain windows had been smashed, the 

stairs to the main entrance had been 

sprayed with paint, while the bronze 

lion figures and candelabra on either 

side of the entrance were tainted with 

paint and eggs. “Parliament’s wall also 

has innumerable spots of paint or eggs, 

as well as burn marks,” he said, adding 

that “the mast of the flag of the nation 

was also spray-painted”.

Szilágyi said that the protesters 

had dismantled the fence around 

the nation’s Christmas tree in Kossuth 

Square, constructed of sledges meant 

to be given to needy children; 22 

sledges were missing and the tree’s 

lights were damaged.

Government spokesman István 

Hollik told another press conference 

that agents of the “Soros network” 

have applied their “routine approach of 

intimidating anyone that has a different 

opinion”. During the demonstrations 

there were “violent provocators and 

aggressive protesters” that “collected 

stones in their backpacks to throw 

them at police and Parliament”; they 

pepper sprayed officers and threw 

smoke bombs,” Hollik insisted. The 

government considers all forms of 

street violence unacceptable and 

impermissible, the spokesman said.

JOBBIK WELCOMES 
‘NATIONWIDE OPPOSITION’

The recent protest staged by 

opposition deputies at public 

media headquarters was a sign of 

a “nationwide opposition” rather 

than cooperation between the 

parliamentary opposition parties, 

György Szilágyi, MP of conservative 

Jobbik, said. Péter Jakab, another 

Jobbik MP, said that the government 

has “created a situation in which there 

is a right side and there is a wrong 

one”. Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is on 

the “wrong” side against the people 

supporting the protesters’ demands, 

he insisted. The deputies denied 

having disturbed the operations of the 

public media; on the contrary, “regular 

operations should have been restored 

through dropping lies and broadcasting 

the demonstrators’ demands”.

The two MPs said that nobody was 

willing to talk to them at the media 

headquarters and criticised police 

for failing to protect the deputies 

against security staff. Jakab said that 

the deputies were “doing their job” 

while security guards “aggressively” 

prevented them from performing an 

inspection of the facility. Finally, Jakab 

called on President János Áder to veto 

the “slave law” on labour changes, the 

recent passage of which elicited the 

protests.

RECORD-SIZE WHITE 
TRUFFLE FOUND  
IN S HUNGARY

A white truffle weighing 1,040 

grammes has been found in 

Baranya County in southern 

Hungary, representing the largest 

truffle of its kind ever found in the 

country. The previous record was 

600 grammes, set in 2016, the farm 

ministry’s press department said on 

Wednesday. Both truffles were found 

by mushroom hunters working for 

the local NEFAG Forestry Company. 

2018 was an exceptionally good year 

for white truffles, several records 

have been set and prices dropped 

thanks to the abundance of truffles 

found in Italy. The 600-gramme 

white truffle found in 2016 has been 

freeze-fried and it is on display at the 

Great Market Hall in Budapest.


