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Opposition officials are responsible for several demonstrators resorting to violence, Gergely Gulyás told the website Mandiner. 

Further, the opposition sees violence as a legitimate political tool, he said in the interview, adding that opposition politicians 

had thrown smoke bombs at the police. He called the behaviour of opposition lawmakers in parliament on Wednesday 

“illegal, aggressive and violent”. “People thought that if this kind of behaviour is okay in parliament then it’s okay on the 

street, too,” he said. Neither opposition MPs nor political activists can stand above the law, he added.

Gulyás said that under the “lying Socialist government” during the 2006 street protests, Fidesz had condemned violence, 

saying that “the right to assembly should only operate in a constitutional framework, peacefully and lawfully.”

Addressing the issue of the recent law expanding the amount of overtime an employer can request, he said an employee’s 

voluntary consent was necessary. Moreover, overtime must be paid on a monthly basis, he added. 

Hungary’s opposition parties carry a huge responsibility for the outbreak of violence in 
the recent demonstrations in Budapest, the head of the Prime Minister’s Office has said.

OPPOSITION ‘ANSWERABLE’ FOR DEMO VIOLENCE
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GULYÁS ADDRESSES 
CONCERNS OVER NEW 
LEGISLATION

The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, Gergely Gulyás, in an 

interview addressed various 

concerns over new Hungarian 

legislation. Any extension of the 

timeframe for overtime payment 

is possible only if this is set out in 

the collective agreement between 

employers and employees, he 

said, adding that volunteering to 

do overtime in the current labour 

market environment would be a 

genuine choice, he said.

On the topic of the new law for 

setting up an administrative court 

system, Gulyás said limitations had 

been placed on the activities of the 

state authorities in the law. Citizens 

up to now only had a single recourse 

of appeal whereas from January 

2020 they will have two, he said. 

So legal remedy against the state is 

being reinforced, he added.

As far as judicial appointments 

are concerned, he said local 

councils would have a decisive 

role in appointing new judges, 

putting forward three nominees 

which would then be selected 

by the justice minister for as a 

candidate to be chosen by the 

President of the Republic. If  the 

minister deviates from the order 

of recommendation, he must 

provide a writ ten justif ication, 

he said.

Regarding the case of Nikola 

Gruevski, the former Macedonian 

prime minister who received asylum 

in Hungary, it was put to him that a 

branch of the Hungarian state had 

declared Macedonia was not a state 

governed by the rule of law. Gulyás 

rejected this line of reasoning, 

saying that if granting asylum 

was tantamount to breaching the 

sovereignty of another country, the 

whole basis for granting asylum 

would collapse and the Geneva 

Convention would have to be 

forgotten altogether.

When in 2013 America-friendly 

Georgian politicians close to 

Mikheil Saakashvili’s government 

were granted asylum in Hungary, 

notwithstanding their prosecution 

for serious corruption, everyone 

accepted that Hungary’s decision 

was right and justified, he said, 

adding that he did not see any 

difference between the two cases.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said Manfred 

Weber, the European People’s Party 

candidate to head the European 

Commission, was the best possible 

choice for the job despite the 

fact that, based on in his recent 

decisions, Weber had placed his own 

ambitions as regards leading the 

Christian Social Union (CSU) above 

all else. Any commission would be 

an improvement on the incumbent 

body, he said.

Fidesz, he insisted, was now the 

strongest party in the EPP and this, 

he added, should remain the state 

of affairs after the elections.

MTVA FILES COMPLAINT 
AGAINST DEPUTIES 
ENTERING PUBLIC MEDIA HQ

Public media foundation MTVA has 

filed a criminal complaint with the 

police against opposition deputies 

“exceeding their rights arising from 

their mandate”, MTVA said.

The deputies, headed by 

independent MP Ákos Hadházy, 

entered the MTVA building on Sunday 

evening, saying that they wanted to 

make a public statement. MTVA’s 

security chief told them that “their 

right to enter the premises does not 

extend to disrupting operations “. The 

deputies were also warned that they 

cannot enter any of the studios or 

editorial offices.

According to MTVA’s statement, the 

deputies had threatened that unless 

their demands were met, thousands 

of “angry people” would enter the 

building. Meanwhile, protesters 

outside pelted stones and bottles at 

the police, the statement said.

The politicians, including 

independent Bernadett Szél, Socialist 

Ágnes Kunhalmi, István Ujhelyi and 

Tibor Szanyi, LMP’s Péter Ungár, 

Jobbik’s Andrea Varga-Damm and 

János Stummer, Liberal Anett Bősz, 

as well as Ágnes Vadai and Lászlo 

Varju of the Democratic Coalition, 

spent the night in the MTVA building, 

the statement said. Hadházy, who 

attempted to climb over a railing, and 

Szél were removed from the building 

by security staff.
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FIDESZ CONDEMNS 
‘VIOLENCE’ AT PUBLIC 
MEDIA HQ

Any attempt by politicians to “forcefully 

interfere” with operations of the media 

is unacceptable, the communications 

director of ruling Fidesz said, in 

connection with developments 

at the public media headquarters 

the previous night. Balázs Hidvéghi 

insisted that protesting opposition 

deputies that spent the night at public 

media foundation MTVA headquarters 

“set off the fire alarm and violently 

attacked public TV staff with the 

excuse of obtaining information”. The 

opposition deputies abused their 

powers and authorisations arising from 

their mandate, Hidvéghi said. He said 

“their obvious goal was to intimidate 

journalists”, adding that “these are 

well-known methods of the pro-

immigration Soros network”.

OPPOSITION INITIATES 
SPECIAL SESSION OF 
PARLIAMENT, COMMITTEE 
PROBE

Hungary’s opposition parties have 

initiated an extraordinary session 

on parliament and a parliamentary 

committee probe into the suspected 

breach of the immunity of several 

MPs at the headquarters of the 

Media Service Support and Asset 

Management Fund (MTVA). After a 

meeting of the House Committee on 

Monday, Jobbik, Socialist, Democratic 

Coalition (DK), LMP and Párbeszéd 

lawmakers said recent events had been 

“unprecedented” since Hungary’s 1990 

change in political system, adding that 

armed security guards at the MTVA 

headquarters had manhandled MPs. 

The opposition politicians vowed 

to use every means at their disposal 

both inside parliament and outside it 

to “restore the rule of law, democracy 

and a functioning parliament”. The 

politicians also pledged non-violent 

protest.

Bertalan Tóth, the Socialist Party’s 

leader, said the House Committee 

had discussed Speaker of Parliament 

László Kövér’s proposal to punish 

seven lawmakers who protested in 

the chamber on Monday, as well as 

the decision to lump together all 

opposition amendments to over 2,900 

legislative items. The fines imposed 

on the MPs are final and average a 

third of their monthly salary, he said, 

adding that “it should be Kövér who 

is fined” for addressing an MP in an 

inappropriate way. He noted that 

opposition members of the House 

Committee had attempted to discuss 

the issue of armed security guards at 

MTVA manhandling parliamentarians, 

but the initiative was quashed.

Tóth said that MPs had tried 

to exercise their right to access 

information regarding the operations 

of public television. Also, they had 

wanted to convey a message to TV 

viewers, and this was also their right, 

he added.

Ágnes Vadai, deputy group leader 

of DK, said violations of the immunity 

of at least 20 MPs had taken place, and 

security guards had manhandled her 

fellow DK lawmaker, László Varju.

Tímea Szabó, Párbeszéd’s co-leader, 

said that if Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán and his government failed to 

distance themselves by the end of 

the day from the abuse of opposition 

MPs, then it would become clear that 

they have no intention of maintaining 

even a semblance of the rule of law. 

Answering a question, she said extra-

parliamentary protests could include 

blocking streets, striking, occupying 

public institutions and all other non-

violent civil disobedience.

Gergely Farkas, Jobbik’s deputy 

group leader, said Jobbik backed 

setting up a parliamentary 

commission of inquiry and convening 

an extraordinary plenary. The 

conservative opposition party also 

considers it right for MPs to take 

advantage of all the means of protest 

at their disposal both within parliament 

and outside it.

László Lóránt Keresztes, LMP’s co-

leader, said: “This is a black day for 

democracy.” The opposition parties 

have a duty to stand by each other, he 

added. Referring to the amendment of 

the labour code, he said MPs rightfully 

had taken an opportunity in last week’s 

parliamentary plenary to protest 

against a “shameful bill”. He said he 

and Márta Demeter, LMP’s other 

co-leader, would go to the National 

Police Headquarters and call on the 

authorities to ensure law and order 

is upheld in Hungary. “I also want to 

know what stopped the police from 
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doing so and what prevented police 

from accessing the MTVA headquarters 

[at their request].”

DK: DEMOS AIMED AT 
‘TOPPLING REGIME’

The aim of demonstrations staged over 

the past few days has been to “topple 

the regime”, the leader of the leftist 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK) 

said. “The country has had enough of 

the Orbán government’s despotism 

and law-breaking over the past eight 

years,” Ferenc Gyurcsány said in 

Budapest. The opposition parties have 

joined forces and they must not stop 

their “act of resistance”, he said, calling 

for the government to be ousted and 

a new parliament elected “in fair 

elections” under democratic rules. 

Anti-government demonstrations 

started on Wednesday last week, the 

day parliament passed legislation on 

extending overtime and enacting a 

new system of administrative courts.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: AIRBUS 
HELICOPTERS TO SET 
UP PARTS FACTORY IN 
HUNGARY

Airbus Helicopters is setting up a parts 

factory for helicopters in Hungary, the 

minister of foreign affairs and trade 

said. The investment coming on line 

in 2021 will create hundreds of jobs 

thanks to a cooperation agreement 

between the Hungarian government 

and the company, Péter Szijjártó said 

at a press conference.

Two eastern Hungarian cities are 

competing to host the factory, and 

the choice will be made early next year 

before being finalised after a decision 

on non-refundable government 

support for the project, he said.

Bruno Even, CEO of Airbus 

Helicopters, said the signing the MoU 

opened a new chapter in cooperation 

between Airbus and Hungary. Parts 

manufacture involves precision work 

for which Airbus will rely on Hungarian 

expertise. In two years’ time, every 

hundredth helicopter manufactured 

by Airbus will contain Hungarian 

components, he said.

Szijjártó said Hungary had won 

the investment against regional 

competition. Among the world’s 

leading companies in the production 

of civil and military aircraft and 

helicopters, Airbus as the largest 

aircraft and military company 

in Europe, is putting trust in the 

Hungarian people’s expertise and 

hard work. Besides the factory, the 

deal also covers Hungary’s purchase of 

36 new military helicopters which will 

contribute to meeting the country’s 

NATO commitments. The Airbus deal 

will also contribute to the share of 

development spending within the 

defence budget rising above 20%. 

Airbus will also contribute to the 

relevant training of Hungary’s armed 

forces. Szijjártó noted that Airbus has 

maintained an engineering office 

in Hungary employing around 40 

engineers since 2014.

He said cooperation with Germany 

and France would be closer thanks 

to the deal. “Airbus’s investment 

demonstrates true European 

commitment,” he added.

The minister noted that several 

aviation projects had been made 

in Hungary over the past few years. 

Accordingly, the production value of 

aircraft production in Hungary has 

increased by 144 percent in the first 

ten months of the year.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: GROWING 
NUMBER OF COUNTRIES 
REJECT UN MIGRATION 
COMPACT

An increasing number of countries 

have raised objections against the 

UN’s Global Migration Compact and 

are expected to reject its adoption, 

Hungary’s foreign minister said in 

parliament. There are at least 13 

countries that will vote against the 

compact in the UN General Assembly 

on December 19, Péter Szijjártó told 

at a hearing of the Foreign Affairs 

Committee. Those include the 

Visegrad Four group formed by the 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 

Slovakia, as well as Bulgaria, Latvia, 

Austria, the United States, Israel, 

Australia, Dominica and Brazil, he 

said. Hungary will also reject a “sister 

document”, the Global Compact on 

Refugees, which he said would allow 

migrants to enter Europe “through a 

backdoor”.

Concerning Hungarians in Ukraine, 

Szijjártó said that “Hungarian 

communities across the border will 

not be sacrificed to geopolitical 
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interests or under international 

pressure”. Western allies are exerting 

“unbelievable pressure” on Hungary to 

give up its position vetoing Ukraine’s 

NATO integration, he said, adding that 

Hungary would do so until “Ukraine 

drops its anti-Hungarian policies”. “I 

don’t care what Russia thinks about 

that matter,” he added.

On the subject of economic aid 

to ethnic Hungarian communities, 

Szijjártó noted that subsidies under 

the programme have so far totalled 

60 billion forints (EUR 186m), the 

largest part, 38 billion forints, going 

to Hungarians in Serbia’s Vojvodina 

province.

Szijjártó said that the government 

had concluded an agreement with 

Russia’s Gazprom concerning the 

volume and price of gas to be supplied 

to Hungary next year. He added that 

“we need to keep all irons in the fire 

to maintain the country’s energy 

security”.

Szijjártó insisted that large western 

European companies, together 

with Gazprom, were planning a gas 

pipeline from Russia to western Europe 

bypassing Ukraine, while central 

Europe is being left out of the scheme.

HOUSE SPEAKER HOLDS 
TALKS WITH TURKISH 
COUNTERPART

House Speaker László Kövér discussed 

bilateral ties with Binali Yıldırım, the 

Speaker of Turkey’s Grand National 

Assembly, in Budapest. Kövér said that 

hopefully the Hungarian government’s 

policy of opening to the East would 

give Hungarian-Turkish economic ties 

a further boost. Yıldırım noted that 

the two countries will mark the 95th 

anniversary of diplomatic ties on Dec. 

18. He thanked Hungary for supporting 

Turkey’s EU integration efforts. The 

Turkish politician also held talks with 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán.

SZIJJÁRTÓ MEETS SPANISH 
COUNTERPART

Spain is an important partner for 

Hungary, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said after talks with Josep 

Borrell, his Spanish counterpart, in 

Budapest, noting that both countries 

are members of the European Union 

and NATO. After the talks, Szijjártó 

said Hungary has supported and will 

continue to support Spain’s territorial 

integrity given that Hungary itself is 

“sensitive to such issues in light of its 

history”.

Borrell extended an invitation to 

Szijjártó for talks on infrastructure 

development in Hungary, particularly 

regarding Hungarian plans to 

introduce high-speed rail services.

Szijjártó noted that Spanish is taught 

in more than a hundred Hungarian 

schools and there are Spanish 

courses at four universities. In recent 

years, foreign ministry officials from 

each country have participated in a 

diplomatic exchange programme.

Spanish and Hungarian responses 

to the historical challenges faced by 

the EU are the same in some areas 

while Hungary thinks differently as 

regards others. But divergent views 

can be managed through dialogue 

and mutual respect rather than 

conflict, he said. Hungary does not 

want to host illegal migrants and 

instead emphasises the importance of 

protecting the external borders and 

the nation’s sovereign rights in this 

area, but both countries attach great 

importance to African development 

programmes, he said, adding 

that Hungary is offering its water 

management resources accordingly. 

Szijjártó also said Hungary’s 

expenditure of more than 1 billion 

euros on protecting the EU’s external 

borders was a form a solidarity.

Meanwhile, he said the role of 

Spanish companies in enhancing 

the performance of the Hungarian 

economy was growing, especially 

when it came to Spanish automotive 

suppliers and participants in the hotel 

sector. Further, another 26 Spanish 

trams will arrive in Budapest in 

February, he noted. Spain is Hungary’s 

14th most important trading partner, 

with trade turnover of 4.5 billion 

euros. Fully 250 Spanish companies 

employ more than 4,500 Hungarians, 

he added. Hungarian investments 

have also begun to appear in Spain, 

Szijjártó said, noting developments in 

the natural gas and the pharmaceutical 

markets. Spanish tourists are 11th on 

Hungary’s list of most frequent visitors 

and their number rose by 9% in the 

first ten months of the year, exceeding 

160,000.

Borrell said discussions would focus 

on how Spain can contribute towards 
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the development of Hungarian 

infrastructure such as the rail network. 

Borrell said Spaniards and Hungarians 

should strive to understand each other 

and bridge the gap between East and 

West.

Asked by a journalist about 

demonstrations currently taking place 

in Budapest, Szijjártó said freedom of 

expression was a singularly important 

democratic right, but at the same 

time he condemned violence in the 

strongest terms. He added that foreign 

press coverage of the situation in 

Hungary was “pathetic lies”. Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán also received 

Borrell.

MINIMUM WAGE COULD 
REACH MONTHLY HUF 
150,000

The basic minimum wage is expected 

to rise to 150,000 forints (EUR 460) 

before tax in 2019, while the minimum 

monthly wage of skilled workers is 

likely to increase to 200,000 forints, the 

daily Magyar Idők said, citing unnamed 

sources. The paper said employers and 

unions are expected to reach a deal 

on next year’s pay rises by the end of 

December. But even without a deal, 

the government will unilaterally raise 

the minimum wages to 150,000 forints 

and 200,000 forints, according to the 

sources. The paper noted that 6-8% 

of Hungarian workers are registered 

as earning the minimum wage and 

most of them actually earned a higher 

monthly income.

The minimum wages for skilled 

and unskilled labourers are currently 

138,000 forints and 180,500 forints, 

respectively.

MÁV-START TO BUY 8B 
MORE DOUBLE-DECKER 
TRAINS

MÁV-Start, the passenger unit of 

state-owned Hungarian railway 

company MÁV, signed a contract 

on purchasing eight double-decker 

electric multiple unit commuter trains 

from Switzerland’s Stadler as a second 

phase of a broader agreement.

MÁV-Start and Stadler signed a 

framework agreement on the train 

purchases in 2017, with MÁV-Start 

committing to purchasing at least 

10 double-deckers and 40 at the 

maximum. MÁV-Start initially ended 

up buying 11 trains.

Trains ordered in the first phase 

are scheduled to enter into service 

around the end of 2019 and the eight 

trains ordered in the second phase 

sometime at the start of 2021. MÁV said 

the purchase of the first nineteen KISS 

railcars are being financed by 100 billion 

forints of European Union Funding.

Zoltán Dunai of Stadler Trains Hungary 

said the company employs 500 workers 

in three Hungarian companies and are 

looking to raise headcount to 550-600 

but are facing difficulties because of a 

shortage of skilled labour.

ONLINE BANK CARD FRAUD 
DAMAGES JUMP IN Q2

The number and value of frauds 

related to online purchases made 

with banking cards were both up in 

the second quarter of 2018 compared 

with the same period a year before, the 

National Bank of Hungary said.

The NBH said in Q2 there were 

15,000 bank card frauds involving 

domestically issued cards causing 387 

million forints of damages. Both the 

number of incidents and the caused 

damages were up by 50% compared 

to Q2 2017. Most banking card fraud 

involved internet purchases where 

the physical presence of the cards was 

not necessary. Such cases accounted 

for more than 83% of all cases and all 

damages.
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