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Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó announced the deals after meeting his French counterpart Jean-Yves Le Drian. 

Hungary’s armed forces have ordered twenty Airbus helicopters from France. Meanwhile, two French companies, including 

a state-owned company, will have a major role in operating the current Paks nuclear power plant and in manufacturing 

turbines for the expanded Paks plant. “We will continue to strengthen the French-Hungarian alliance that has emerged 

in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy,” Szijjártó said, adding that France and Hungary both adhere to the principle that 

the national energy mix must remain a national competence. Hungary’s purchase of helicopters within the framework of 

NATO and European defence also raises the level of industrial defence cooperation, he said. 

Szijjártó also said that French automaker Peugeot played “a major role” in boosting innovation in the town of Szentgotthárd, 

in western Hungary.

“On some political issues we disagree, but we agreed it’d be a waste of time to discuss them, so we’ll stick to real and 

important economic issues...” he said.

France and Hungary have concluded a deal on military cooperation and an agreement 
on nuclear energy.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ CONFIRMS 
HUNGARY COMMITMENT 
TO UN PROGRAMME 
AGAINST ILLICIT ARMS 
TRADE 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

confirmed Hungary’s continued 

contribution to the United Nations’ 

programme aimed at stopping illicit 

trade in small arms and light weapons. 

Speaking at a conference in Paris 

attended by the foreign ministers of 

France, Germany and countries in the 

Western Balkans, Szijjártó said that the 

latter region had stopped “dangerous 

trends and developments by forming a 

line of defence for the European Union”. 

“The threat of terrorism has never 

been this high in Europe and we must 

adapt to this challenge and focus 

efforts on restoring Europeans’ sense 

of security,” Szijjártó said, adding that 

“we must keep security and stability 

in the Western Balkans on the agenda, 

since it strongly impacts security in 

Europe as a whole.”

 Szijjártó said speeding up the EU 

integration of the Western Balkans was 

“the best tool” to maintain security 

and stability in that region in the long 

run. “We welcome Macedonia being 

on the cusp of NATO membership 

and we urge the European Union to 

start accession talks with Macedonia 

and Albania as early as next summer,” 

he said, congratulating Serbia and 

Montenegro on recently opening 

new chapters in their EU accession 

talks. He said Hungary would continue 

to provide “all political and practical 

assistance” to the Western Balkan 

efforts to stem arms smuggling 

and maintain security. Hungary has 

160 troops stationed in the EU’s 

peacekeeping mission in Bosnia, and 

392 troops in NATO’s KFOR mission in 

Kosovo, Szijjártó noted, adding that 

another 60 troops would be added 

to the latter mission, while Hungary 

had aspirations to become mission 

leader. The minister also noted that 

Hungary assisted Macedonia and 

Serbia with border control, not only in 

terms of combatting illegal migration 

but with regard to arms smuggling, 

too. Hungary will continue in its 

coordinating role within the OSCE, 

Szijjártó said, noting activities such 

as supporting a demilitarisation 

programme in Montenegro, another 

scheme in Serbia to handle amassed 

traditional ammunitions, as well as 

a scheme in Macedonia to reduce 

the risk of spreading small arms and 

ammunitions.

Szijjarto arrived in Paris for a high-

level meeting the Franco-German 

donor coordination initiative on illicit 

firearms trafficking in the Western 

Balkans. The minister met German 

Foreign Minister Heiko Maas and they 

reviewed Europe’s energy security. 

It is in Hungary’s interest, he said, for 

the country to acquire its gas supplies 

from as many sources as possible, and 

it is negotiating with neighbouring 

countries on alternative sources of gas 

while consulting with Russia concerning 

the period after the expiry of their long-

term gas purchase agreement.

FIDESZ: ‘PRO-MIGRATION 
MAJORITY FORCED 
THROUGH’ EP MIGRANT 
VISA PROPOSAL

The “pro-migration majority” in 

Brussels has “forced” the proposal on 

migrant visas through the European 

Parliament, Balázs Hidvéghi, the Fidesz 

party’s communications chief, has said. 

Their aim, the ruling party official told 

public media, was to “import even 

more migrants into Europe”. 

In a vote on Tuesday, the 

proposal was accepted with 429 

votes in favour, 194 against and 41 

abstentions. The resolution concerns 

the creation of a visa for migrants 

making asylum requests at EU 

embassies in countries outside the 

bloc. The visa would allow asylum 

seekers to enter the EU so they can 

submit their requests for asylum. 

Hidvéghi said the visa, which 

was rejected in a vote in November 

before being re-submitted, “brought a 

favourable result this time round for … 

the pro-migration majority in the EP.” 

“It seems when it comes to migration 

issues, Brussels will call for votes again 

and again until they get an outcome 

which suits them”. “The procedure is 

unacceptable and anti-democratic, as 

is the idea of the migrant visa itself,” 

he said.

The resolution calls on the European 

Commission to propose, before the 

EP elections in May, a legal way for 

migrants to enter the EU, Hidvéghi 

noted. The decision “basically opens 
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the gates to masses of economic 

migrants”, he added. 

Other pro-migration proposals 

are also on the agenda, Hidvéghi 

noted. One concerns distributing 

anonymous debit cards to migrants 

and another, the establishment of a 

“Brussels agency organising migration 

that would interfere with the asylum 

procedures of member states.” Yet 

another would “redirect funds” from 

central European states to “pro-

migration Soros organisations”, he 

said, referring to the billionaire George 

Soros. There’s also a plan to allocate 

520 million euros from the 2019 

budget for migrant resettlements, 

he said. The “pro-migration Brussels 

elite” is not even trying to hide its 

goal of cementing current migration 

policy before the EP election, he said. 

In Fidesz’s view, it is anti-democratic 

to make such decisions without 

canvassing people for their opinion 

beforehand, he said. Any moves 

concerning migration should be 

postponed until after the EP election, 

he said. 

Fidesz MEPs said in a statement that 

“today’s decision is dangerous because 

it strips member states of their rights 

[in this area], with the aim of fast-

tracking migrants into the EU”. 

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi said 

that he disagreed with the EP 

procedure as well as with some 

parts of the report, and abstained 

from the vote. The decision, he 

argued, would “increase the burden 

on diplomatic representations 

disproportionately”. 

Péter Niedermüller, MEP of the leftist 

Democratic Coalition, said he was 

baffled by the government’s objection 

to the proposal as it aimed to stem 

illegal migration, and “as such is fully in 

line with the Hungarian government’s 

goals”.

ORbÁN: WORKERS TO 
bENEFIT FROM LAbOUR 
CHANGES 

Changes to the labour code now 

before parliament have been designed 

to serve the interests of employees, 

the prime minister told commercial 

television ATV. Concerning protests 

by trade unions against the planned 

changes, Viktor Orbán said the unions 

“are not right because overtime work 

would be done on a voluntary basis” 

and insisted that under the amended 

labour code “those that so wish could 

work more and earn more”. “This might 

not be in the interest of the unions, 

but definitely in the interest of workers, 

and the government is on their side,” 

he added. 

Answering a question suggesting 

that employers could lay off workers 

unless they work overtime, Orbán 

said that Hungary has a labour 

shortage and “workers are protected 

by an economic policy which creates 

demand for labour, and now they can 

chose between many options,” he 

said. Orbán insisted that the changes 

would benefit the employees of small 

and medium-sized firms, because now 

“they are prevented from working 

more by silly bureaucratic obstacles”.

JObbIK TO TURN TO TOP 
COURT IF PARLT PASSES 
FIDESZ AMENDMENT ON 
OVERTIME

The opposition Jobbik party said 

on Tuesday it would turn to the 

Constitutional Court if lawmakers 

approve amendments of the labour 

code. The related bill envisages 

increasing annual overtime from 250 

hours to 400 hours, among other 

measures. Deputy leader Dániel Z. 

Kárpát told a press conference that 

“this slave law” would violate the 

basic law which declares that “every 

employee shall have the right to 

working conditions which respect 

his or her health, safety and dignity.” 

“What the ruling Fidesz-Christian 

Democrat alliance wants is everything 

but this,” he said, adding that the bill 

on voluntary overtime “would be 

shameful bordering on high treason 

and it would clearly claim human 

lives.” The “exploitation of workers”, he 

added, is truly reflected by the annual 

number of workplace accidents going 

up from 17,000 in 2010 to 23,000 today.  

Z. Kárpát said the government should 

represent the interests of Hungarian 

employees rather than those of 

multinationals. 

Parliament is  scheduled to 

vote to amend the labour code 

on Wednesday.  Jobbik said later 

on Tuesday in a statement that 

it  will  launch a referendum bid 

on the amendment.  This way, 

“employees can decide their 
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own fate instead of Fidesz, which 

only represents the interests of 

multinational companies,”  the 

statement said.

INDEPENDENT MPS ASK 
TOP COURT TO ANNUL 
‘STRATEGIC NATIONAL 
SIGNIFICANCE’ STATUS OF 
NEW MEDIA FOUNDATION

Two independent MPs, Bernadett 

Szél and Szabolcs Szabó, have 

asked the Constitutional Court 

to annul a government decision 

granting “strategic national 

significance” status to the 

acquisition of Echo TV, Magyar 

Idők, New Wave Media and Opus 

Press by the Central European Press 

and Media Foundation. Szabó told 

a press conference that if the top 

court went ahead and annulled 

the government decision, the 

media authority NMHH would 

have to scrutinise the transaction. 

The authority would then have 

to oblige the foundation to sell 

of f some of its assets, he added. 

Szél said the decision only served 

to create a “fake news factory” 

and granting “strategic national 

significance” status to the 

acquisition was unconstitutional 

because it hindered the supply of 

diverse information for the public. 

The request for a top court ruling 

is supported by the opposition 

Socialists, Párbeszéd, Jobbik and 

LMP groups and independent MPs, 

she added. Opposition Socialist 

lawmaker Ágnes Kunhalmi told the 

press conference that setting up 

the foundation has brought about 

“huge and unprecedented” right-

wing media dominance in Hungary.

ELECTION CTTEE THROWS 
OUT REFERENDUM 
INITIATIVE ON GOVT PR 

The National Election Committee on 

Tuesday rejected a referendum bid 

by independent MP Ákos Hadházy 

concerning the government’s 

communications, PR and 

advertising activities. Hadházy’s 

referendum questions were aimed 

at new legislation regulating the PR 

activities of the government and 

its agencies as well as restricting 

advertisements “promoting” the 

government. He also sought a 

ban on adverts “inciting hatred or 

discrimination”. 

The committee voted against all 

three questions, saying that they 

were not clearly worded and were 

too complex or misleading. Also, 

the referendum would require 

a constitutional amendment 

concerning the government’s right 

to provide information, it added.  

Under the law, referendums cannot 

be aimed at constitutional changes. 

The committee also argued that 

effective legislation contains bans 

on activities inciting hatred and 

discrimination. The committee’s 

decision can be appealed against at 

the Kuria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

within 15 days.

ORbÁN COMMEMORATES 
FIRST FREELY ELECTED PM 
ANTALL

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán addressed 

a conference marking the 25th death 

anniversary of József Antall, Hungary’s 

first freely elected prime minister 

after four decades of communist rule. 

Summing up the legacy of Antall, who 

headed the government from 1990 

to 1993, Orbán said that the prime 

minister had never given up his goal 

“to steer Hungary back to what it was 

before the communist rule”. “It was a 

miracle that Antall managed to keep 

his coalition government together and 

launch an economic reform under 

difficult circumstances,” Orbán told the 

conference held in Parliament. Antall 

and his government also managed to 

avert bankruptcy and had the courage 

to reject the proposal of US financier 

George Soros for “robbing the country”, 

he said.

Orbán said that when he became 

prime minister he had to “fight the 

same battles against post-communist 

forces” in his government’s efforts to 

build a “Christian, civic and national 

Hungary”. He insisted that communism 

had not been removed in 1990, and 

argued that the communists no 

longer had a majority “but they 

were still there”. Doing away with 

communism would have required 

a new constitution to conclude that 

system and open a new, national 

epoch, Orbán said, adding that all 

the other post-communist countries 
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had passed new constitutions in the 

1990s while “Hungary had to fight for 

one until 2010” against “those ardently 

defending the diluted ideology of 

communism”. 

Hungary’s new constitution was 

instrumental in “recovering its pre-

communist self, returning from 

internationalism to national pride, from 

atheism to Christianity, and from the 

envy between social classes to civic 

fairness”, Orbán said. “Without those 

foundations we would not have full 

employment, a work-based economy 

and GDP growth of about 5% and we 

could not protect ourselves against 

migration”, the prime minister added. 

“We are grateful for Antall’s personal 

example, his sacrifice for the country, 

his love, patience and confidence in 

the Fidesz party and a new political 

generation,” Orbán concluded as 

saying.

HUNGARY, SLOVAKIA TO 
bUILD TWO NEW bRIDGES 

Representatives of Hungary and 

Slovakia signed an agreement in 

Bratislava to construct two new 

bridges to link the two countries, one 

across a branch of the River Danube 

and the other spanning the River 

Ipoly, the innovation and technology 

ministry reported. The Danube branch 

bridge, to be built at Dunakiliti in 

north-western Hungary, will serve 

cyclists and pedestrians, while the 

other bridge at Őrhalom will replace 

an old wooden structure and enable 

vehicular traffic across the Ipoly, the 

statement said. Implementation of 

the bridge projects will be financed 

from the 2014-2020 Interreg Slovakia-

Hungary Cooperation Program’s 

budget. The agreement was signed 

by Hungary’s State Secretary László 

Mosóczi and Slovak Transport and 

Construction Minister Árpád Érsek.

INFLATION SLOWS TO 3.1% 
IN NOV

Consumer prices in Hungary rose by 

an annual 3.1% in November, slowing 

markedly after accelerating for much 

of the year, data released by the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) show. Food 

prices rose by 4.5% and the price of 

spirits and tobacco climbed by 4.6%, 

while clothing prices edged up 0.9% 

and consumer durable prices were 

up by a moderate 0.6%. Household 

energy prices increased by 1.2%, prices 

in the category of goods that includes 

vehicle fuel rose by 4.1%, as vehicle 

fuel was 7.2% dearer, and service 

prices were up by 2.2%. Harmonised 

for better comparison with other 

European Union member states, 

CPI was 3.2%. Core inflation, which 

excludes volatile fuel and food prices, 

reached 2.6%. CPI calculated with a 

basket of goods and services used by 

pensioners was 2.9%. In a month-on-

month comparison, consumer prices 

fell by 0.3% in November.

In a monthly analysis released 

after the publication of the KSH 

data, the National Bank of Hungary 

(NBH) attributed the slowdown in 

inflation to a decline in fuel prices. The 

central bank also said its measures of 

underlying inflation developments 

“rose slightly” compared to October. 

The indicator for core inflation 

excluding the effects of indirect taxes 

stood at 2.7% in November, rising 

from 2.5% in the previous month. 

The indicator for demand-sensitive 

inflation, which excludes processed 

foods from core inflation rose to 2.7% 

from 2.6%. Households’ inflation 

expectations “remained at moderate 

levels” in November, the central bank 

said.


