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The past three years saw a constant fight between those who want to stop and those who want to organise migration. 

Hungary’s position was always clear: migration involves dangers and should be stopped, he said.

Hungary wants to preserve an EU where Christmas remains Christmas, with a nativity scene and a Christmas tree. Europe 

must insist on its traditions and heritage and resist all attempts to irrevocably change the ethnic mix of the European 

Union, Szijjártó said.

As the final version of the UN global migration compact fails to represent the interests of Europeans, the Hungarian 

government will vote against it in New York, he said. 

Hungary will continue its Hungary Helps scheme with increased effort to help those in need stay at the closest safe location 

to their home. Even the most conservative estimates show that 30-35 million people could decide to set off for Europe at 

any time, the minister said.

Szijjártó said the EU delegates should not speak on behalf of the EU as a whole in either Marrakesh or New York as a quarter 

of member countries have rejected the migration compact.

Brussels and the United Nations clearly share the goal of legalising illegal migration, 
Péter Szijjártó, Hungary’s foreign minister, said after a meeting of European Union 
foreign ministers in Brussels.
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Christmas lights on Budapest’s Andrássy Avenue
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OPPOSITION bOYcOTTS 
PArLIAmeNTArY SeSSION 
AFTer AmeNDmeNTS 
reJecTeD

Opposition MPs boycotted Monday’s 

parliamentary session after their 

proposed amendments aimed 

at filibustering a final vote on a 

government bill on overtime rules 

have been rejected.

The bill envisages increasing annual 

overtime from 250 hours to 400 hours, 

among other measures. Last Saturday, 

trade unions mounted a protest in 

Budapest against it. A final vote is set 

for December 12. 

Several opposition MPs disrupted 

the plenary session with whistles 

and shouts after MPs voted down 

a package of 2,925 amendment 

proposals submitted by the opposition 

parties. After their proposals were 

rejected in a 116:23 vote, opposition 

lawmakers started booing and 

whistling. The agenda for the 

parliamentary session was approved 

with 117 votes in favour and 10 

against, with the whistles and shouts 

continuing during the vote. After this, 

the opposition groups, as well as some 

independent MPs, left the chamber.

Socialist leader Bertalan Tóth said 

after the session that ruling Fidesz 

had deprived the opposition of the 

“centuries-old right of obstruction”. 

He added that the Socialists would 

continue to support the unions and 

protest against what the opposition 

dubs as the “slave law”.

DK deputy leader Ágnes Vadai said 

it was conceivable that House speaker 

László Kövér wanted to remove 

opposition MPs from the house by force.

Párbeszéd co-leader Tímea Szabó 

said the Fidesz-Christian Democrat 

alliance refused to negotiate with other 

parties or the public and even refused to 

observe its own rules. If the “slave law” is 

approved, the opposition will turn to the 

Constitutional Court and the European 

Court of Human Rights, she said.

Conservative opposition Jobbik’s 

parliamentary director László Lukács 

said their lawmakers had also left the 

chamber because the opposition had 

to act in unison in this case. 

LMP co-leader László Lóránt 

Keresztes said that blocking “the most 

dangerous bill of the parliamentary 

cycle” is a national cause.

OrbÁN cONGrATULATeS 
KrAmP-KArreNbAUer ON 
eLecTION AS cDU LeADer

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

congratulated Annegret Kramp-

Karrenbauer, who on Thursday was 

elected leader of Germany’s senior ruling 

party, the Christian Democratic Union 

(CDU), the prime minister’s press chief said. 

In a letter to Kramp-Karrenbauer, 

Orbán said that she overtook the party 

at a “crucial moment” for the CDU, 

for Germany and for the European 

Union. Hungarian Christian Democrats 

continue to see the relations between 

ruling Fidesz and the CDU as of 

strategic importance, going far beyond 

the level of bilateral ties, he wrote.

This is all the more true in view of 

the upcoming EP elections where 

Fidesz and CDU, both belonging to 

the European People’s Party, aim to 

preserve their values and strengthen 

the EU’s cohesion, security and 

competitiveness, Orbán said. Both 

Fidesz and CDU should fight to make 

the EPP the strongest and most 

indispensable player defining the EU 

political discourse in coming times, 

he said.

INTerIOr mINISTer: ANTI-
GrAFT FIGHT SUcceSSFUL

Interior Minister Sándor Pintér said that 

Hungary had made successful efforts 

to stifle corruption. Addressing an 

event marking the seventh anniversary 

of an anti-graft cooperation agreement 

signed by Hungarian authorities and 

the International Anti-Corruption 

Day of December 9, he welcomed 

significant progress in fighting 

corruption, adding that automated 

bureaucratic processes were of great 

help in “reducing the chance of 

temptations”. 

Tünde Handó, head of the National 

Judiciary Office, said that judges’ 

impartiality is ensured by individual 

and organisational independence. 

All parties wish impartial and fair 

treatment in judiciary processes, she 

added.

László Domokos, head of the 

National Audit Office (ÁSZ), said that 

Hungarian authorities are cooperating 

successfully against corruption. 

Preventive measures are up to standard 
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in international comparison as well, he 

said.

Csaba Balázs Rigó, the head of the 

Public Procurement Authority, said 

that in a practice unique in the EU, 

the public procurement authority 

also reviews the implementation of 

contracts upon request.

LmP TO bAcK 
INDePeNDeNT cANDIDATe 
FOr bUDAPeST mAYOr 

The green opposition LMP party will 

support Róbert Puzsér, independent 

candidate for Budapest mayor in next 

year’s municipal elections, as he aims 

to form “a political centre”, LMP board 

member Márton Kanász-Nagy said.

Puzsér said he would need support 

from at least two of the three 

“potential centre parties”, namely LMP, 

Momentum and conservative Jobbik, 

to attain his goal.

Momentum is unwilling to negotiate, 

he said, adding that this attitude 

reminded him of the “darkest days 

of the [now defunct] Alliance of Free 

Democrats”. He said that Jobbik had 

fortunately got rid of its former, radical 

identity but got into a “paralysed state”. 

He promised to help Jobbik find its 

new, right-of centre identity. LMP has 

also got into a “grave identity crisis”, but 

it will easily recover because its roots 

are clear, Puzsér said. 

The centre forces will represent 

those who reject both the ruling 

Fidesz and Christian Democrat parties, 

and the opposition Socialists and the 

Democratic Coalition, he said. 

LMP said earlier that Puzsér’s 

Walking Budapest programme is fully 

compatible with its goal to promote a 

renewing, liveable city.

DeFeNce mINISTer:  
W bALKANS’ SecUrITY 
HUNGArY’S PrIOrITY

The security of the western Balkans 

is highly important for Hungary, 

the defence minister told M1, after 

returning from a trip to Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. Tibor Benkő visited 

Hungarian troops there last week and 

held talks with Marina Pendeš, his 

counterpart.

He said that Pendeš praised 

Hungarian peacekeepers for their 

performance, and asked Hungary’s 

support for her country’s Euro-

Atlantic integration. Asked about 

the upgrade of the Hungarian air 

force, Benkő noted the government 

decision on November 29, 2016, 

on purchasing a pool of five 

new aircraft in two phases. The 

purchase of two aircraft for 

transporting troops and another 

two multipurpose small aircraft has 

already taken place, he said. Benkő 

said that another three aircraft for 

combat airborne operation would 

be purchased later on.

Hr mINISTer: GOVT 
TO LAUNcH HOSPITAL 
cONSOLIDATION, WAGe HIKe 

The government will raise trained 

hospital workers’ wages by 72% over 

a period of four years and launch 

a consolidation scheme to tackle 

hospitals’ debts, the human resources 

minister said in an interview published 

in Magyar Idők. 

Miklós Kásler said earlier that 

affected health-care workers will 

first see their wages increase by 8% 

from July 2019, then by 14% from 

January 2020. Wages will increase 

again by 20% in November of that 

year and then by another 30% in 

2021, he said in November. He told 

the paper that since 2010, doctors’ 

wages had gone up by 150% and 

trained hospital staff ’s wages had 

doubled. Next to the wage hike, the 

government also plans housing help 

to make the profession attractive to 

young workers, Kásler said. 

Regarding the consolidation of 

hospitals’ financial situation, Kásler said 

the government aimed for a long-term 

solution while putting the treatment 

of all patients first. A financial review 

of hospitals “cannot go the way as that 

of a factory”, he added.

He said that after reviewing the 

finances of the 15 most indebted 

hospitals, healthcare institutions 

“will have to get people in a 

position to supervise them”. The 

government has also decided to 

raise the budget of the national 

health insurance provider by 

34 billion forints (EUR 105.2m), 

Kásler said. He said that the 

number of doctors and nurses 

seeking employment abroad had 

significantly dropped over the past 

few years.


