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László Kordas, head of the Hungarian Trade Union Confederation, told the sizable crowd that the trade unions were working 

to improve working conditions and therefore they wanted the planned labour code changes to be ditched. He also vowed 

that activists would block roads across the nation from Monday.

Kossuth Square was sealed by police, but demonstrators carrying trade union banners, blowing whistles and shouting 

anti-government slogans managed to get past a line of officers.

Last week, the bill’s proponents inserted changes to their original proposals, namely any overtime per year up to 150 hours 

above the 250 hour threshold “voluntarily entered into” must be concluded with a written agreement between employers 

and employee. The bill amendments proposed by Fidesz MPs Lajos Kósa, Kristóf Szatmáry and Gábor Bányai also state that 

collective bargaining covers 300 hours of overtime, and 100 hours above that is possible only if there’s a written agreement 

between the employer and the employee. Also, an employer will not have the right to fire an employee if they are unwilling 

to agree to extra overtime.

Trade unions mounted a protest on Saturday in central Budapest against the planned 
change to the labour code that envisages increasing annual overtime from 250 hours 
to 400 hours, among other measures.

UNIONS PROTEST OVER OVERTIME PLANS
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TRADE UNION LEADERS 
DEMAND SOCIAL 
DIALOGUE

László Kordas, head of the Hungarian 

Trade Union Confederation, told 

protesters at the demonstration 

against planned new overtime rules 

that “a strange kind of authoritarian 

capitalism” had emerged in the 

country, which had taken away the 

“savings, rights and even the lives” 

of employees.

József Szilágyi, co-head of the 

Liga unions group, castigated 

the government for legislating 

unilaterally without any meaningful 

social dialogue beforehand. He 

called for effective dialogue between 

government, employers and unions.

Tibor Mezei, head of the union 

representing employees of the 

foreign ministry, said that Hungary 

now had a labour shortage and the 

government was addressing this 

problem by increasing working hours 

and overtime. “But this is not a good 

solution,” he said.

Tamás Székely, deputy head of 

the trade union confederation 

VDSZ, chastised lawmakers for 

showing a lack of care for families. 

“They think 400 hours of overtime is 

fine and it’s okay to pay three years 

afterwards,” he said.

Slogans of banners held aloft by 

protesters read: “Together against the 

slavery law!”; “When dictatorship is a 

fact, revolution is a duty!”; “We won’t 

be Europe’s China!”.

According to the organisers, the 

demonstrators filled the whole of 

Alkotmány Street leading to the 

square in front of Parliament. At the 

end of the demonstration, which 

was accompanied by a strong police 

presence, MTI reporters witnessed 

a man run to the stage and shout: 

“Occupy Kossuth Square!” The crowd 

managed to break through the police 

lines and stormed Kossuth Square. The 

police then formed a line of defence at 

the steps of Parliament. The protesters 

continued their chants there, but no 

violence occurred and about 20-30 

minutes later the crowd gathered in 

Kossuth Square started to disperse.

DEUTSCH: EP’S ‘PRO-
MIGRATION MAJORITY 
HAYWIRE’ OVER MIGRANT 
VISAS

Fidesz MEP Tamás Deutsch has 

said that the European Parliament’s 

“pro-migration majority has gone 

haywire” over the issue of migration 

visas. In an interview to public radio, 

the ruling party politician recalled 

that the EP had discussed a proposal 

to introduce the so-called migrant 

visa, but this had failed to receive a 

majority in the final vote. He said the 

motion should have been ditched 

at that point. But, undercutting “the 

basic rules of democracy” under 

pressure from Socialist, Communist, 

Green and Liberal MEP, the proposal 

made its way back to the relevant EP 

committee and was accepted for a 

new plenary debate. Introducing a 

migrant visa, he said, would mean 

that anyone who wants to enter the 

European Union could turn up at 

an EU mission in their country and 

gain entry without an examination 

of their asylum claim or having to 

undergo any background security 

checks. In this case, they would enter 

EU territory and start their asylum 

application on European soil. “This 

means the EU would allow millions, or 

even tens of millions, of people with 

the intention of entering illegally to 

come here rather than protect the 

bloc’s external borders,” Deutsch said. 

“This presents a security risk to 500 

million European citizens,” he said, 

adding that anyone would be hard-

pressed to find words for this “out-of-

control idea” that the “pro-migration 

EP politicians are pushing”.

Referring to the idea of handing 

out bank cards to migrants, 

Deutsch said it was “unbelievable” 

that Brussels was prepared to give 

the idea a hearing. “The European 

Commission shoves rule of law issues 

down the throats of central European 

countries, while ignoring the clear 

rules governing its own operations,” 

he said, citing the example of 

the rule that MEPs can submit an 

urgent written question once a 

month which the EC president or 

commissioners must answer within 

three weeks. Dimitris Avramopoulos, 

EU commissioner for migration 

issues, he said, received just such 

a question three months ago but 

no response has been forthcoming 

since, Deutsch said.
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NOVÁK: FIDESZ ‘FOR STRONG 
EPP’

Fidesz is all for a strong European 

People’s Party and the EPP needs 

a strong Fidesz, Katalin Novák, the 

ruling party’s deputy leader, said 

after Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer 

was elected as German Chancellor 

Angela Merkel’s successor as head 

of the Christian Democratic Union 

(CDU). Both the EPP and Fidesz have 

mutual interest when it comes to 

campaigning in next year’s European 

parliamentary elections, Novák told 

MTI by phone from the CDU congress. 

The Hungarian government wants to 

preserve the security of Hungary and 

central Europe, she said.

Novák said the policies of both Fidesz 

and the CDU were based on the same 

Christian Democratic values, embracing 

a strong family policy rather than 

immigration as a way of addressing 

demographic and labour issues.

Meanwhile, the Fidesz deputy leader 

said it was important that Hungarians 

felt the advantages of European Union 

membership, the free movement of 

workers and the single market.

Still, changes within the EU are 

needed, and these should be achieved 

from the inside and through a strong 

EPP, she added.

Novák also warned against 

extremism, whether on the left or right. 

“[Extremists] should not be allowed to 

get too much support.”

Fidesz awaits what the outcome may 

be for Hungarian-German friendship 

and Fidesz-CDU cooperation in light 

of the election of Kramp-Karrenbauer, 

she said. Fidesz is also interested to 

see how the new CDU leader will 

handle European challenges such as 

migration, she added.

Novák said it is in the interest of 

Fidesz and the Hungarian government 

that the EPP should remain the biggest 

party in the EP and that its candidate 

to head the European Commission, 

Manfred Weber, should succeed in 

his quest to become the EC president.

MEMORIAL MUSEUM  
OF HUNGARIAN-SPEAKING 
JEWRY TO BE MOVED 
FROM SAFED TO HERZLIYA

A deputy state secretary of the 

Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office 

held talks in Israel on modernising 

and moving the Memorial Museum of 

Hungarian-Speaking Jewry from Safed 

to Herzliya, where it would be closer to 

the main routes of Hungarian tourists. 

Prime ministers Viktor Orbán of 

Hungary and Benjamin Netanyahu of 

Israel announced the move together, 

during Orbán’s visit to Israel in July, 

Vince Szalay-Bobrovniczky noted. 

The move would take several years, 

he said after talks with officials of the 

Israeli Prime Minister’s Office and the 

foreign ministry.

Safed, in northern Israel, is far from the 

stamping ground of Hungarian tourists, 

and the building is too small for housing 

the numerous artefacts donated by 

Hungarian-speaking Jews from all over 

the world, he said. The modernisation 

and move to Herzliya, a town on the 

outskirts of Tel Aviv, will be co-funded 

by Hungary and Israel, he said.

The Memorial Museum of 

Hungarian-Speaking Jewry was 

founded by Ron Lustig, a Hungarian 

Jew who arrived in Israel in 1948, 

and was based on his family’s 

private collection. The exhibition 

has been digitalised so that the 

histories of individual families can 

be followed in detail.

CENTENARY OF POLISH 
INDEPENDENCE 
CELEBRATED IN BUDAPEST

The 100th anniversary of Poland’s 

restoration of independence was 

celebrated in Hungary’s Parliament 

on Saturday. László Kövér, Hungary’s 

speaker of parliament, said the 

existence of a strong, sovereign 

and independent Poland was 

indispensable for equilibrium in central 

Europe. But in the absence of such 

equilibrium, Europe itself could lose 

its balance irrevocably as European 

states and nations turn defenceless 

against non-European interests, he 

added. Throughout history, Hungary 

and Poland relied on each other in 

their fight for freedom, Kövér said. 

“Now, after a century of Bolshevism, 

fascism, Nazism, post-communism 

and neoliberalism, the contemporary 

political generation faces the question 

of whether central Europe stays a 

buffer zone or becomes a link between 

East and West, and between the Euro-

Atlantic and Eurasian region,” he said.
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The Visegrád Group countries, 

he said, should act together 

in the international arena and 

protect what is theirs. “We will 

defend our interests, our Christian 

culture and our identity under 

attack,” Kövér said.

Sejm President Marek Kuchciński 

spoke about the thousand-

year history of Polish-Hungarian 

friendship and praised Hungary’s 

role in the birth of the Second Polish 

Republic.

ÁDER RETURNS AMENDED 
LAW ON LEGISLATION  
TO PARLIAMENT

President János Áder has returned 

an amendment to the law on 

legislation to parliament, saying 

it causes incoherence between 

Hungary’s basic law and the 

amended law. The amendment 

which aims to ensure that the 

justifications of bills are made public, 

proposed by Justice Minister László 

Trócsányi in connection with the 

seventh amendment to Hungary’s 

basic law, was accepted with 120 

votes in favour, 34 against and 24 

abstentions in November.

RECONSTRUCTION 
OF SQUARE NEAR 
PARLIAMENT GETS 
PRELIMINARY CONSENT

Hungary’s committee in charge 

of major memorial sites gave 

its preliminary consent to the 

reconstruction of Martyrs’ Square near 

Parliament, involving the relocation of 

a memorial of Imre Nagy, Hungary’s 

prime minister during the 1956 

revolution, the chief coordinator of 

the project told MTI.

The square was originally named 

after a post-WWI memorial dedicated 

to the hundreds of innocent victims 

executed during the communist 

Red Terror in 1919. That monument, 

demolished in 1945, will now be 

authentically reconstructed on the 

basis of contemporary photographs 

and documents, Tamás Wachsler said.

In the meantime, the memorial 

of Imre Nagy, who was executed 

two years after the revolution had 

been crushed, will be relocated to 

nearby Jászai Mari Square, at the Pest 

head of Margaret Bridge, he said. 

Martyrs’ Square will be turned into a 

pedestrian zone, he added.

BUDAPEST AIRPORT 
EXPECTS ROBUST CHINESE 
CARGO GROWTH

Budapest Airport, the operator of Liszt 

Ferenc International, projects double-

digit growth in the volume of cargo 

arriving from China this year compared 

to a year earlier. Last year, 700 million US 

dollars-worth of Chinese cargo transited 

through the airport, Budapest Airport 

Communications officer Mihály Hardy 

told MTI. The Chinese partners are 

intensively looking for the location of 

a new central and eastern European 

logistic base, and the management of 

Budapest Airport would like them to 

pick the Hungarian capital, the company 

said. Cargo City, the airport’s new cargo 

handling base under construction, 

could help the development of a 

Chinese regional distribution base, they 

added. Phase one of the investment, 

which includes the 20,000sqm building, 

is expected to be completed in the 

second half of next year.

Budapest Airport processed 70,000 

tonnes of cargo in the first half of this 

year, up 15% from a year earlier. Cargo 

volume grew 39% over the past two 

years, reaching 127,000 tonnes in 2017.


