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“I can see the signs of end-of-term fatigue on them,” but there will be new MEPs after the EP elections and “I believe the 

quality of democracy will improve,” Orbán said. Commenting on the issue of migrant visas, he said it was “rather funny” that 

they keep repeating the vote on migrant visas in the EP in order to secure an outcome that is favoured by the “bureaucrats”. 

He added, however, that one wonders why this is tolerated by MEPs who have been sent there to represent the interests 

of the people. No democracy is perfect, including the one in Hungary, but democracy in Brussels is even further away 

from perfect, he said.

Commenting on a dispute with liberal EP group leader Guy Verhofstadt, he said it highlighted the difference between the 

democracies of western Europe and eastern Europe. “They have a tired institutional democracy ... and when the elite feels 

that it is under attack, they get offended. We never had the luxury of not getting attacked: I have been an MP since 1990 

and a prime minister for 13 years, and I wake up every morning expecting to be slammed,” he said.

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in his regular Friday interview to public broadcaster 
Kossuth Radio, said the European Parliament was in need of “new blood”.
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OrbÁN: GOVT mUSTN’T 
TOLerATe ATTemPTS 
TO rUIN HUNGArY’S 
rePUTATION

The Sargentini report was an attack 

against Hungary and “we fought 

back with at least the same vigour, if 

not more,” because the government 

must not tolerate attempts to ruin 

Hungary’s reputation and honour, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said in an 

interview to public broadcaster Kossuth 

Radio. Commenting on reports that a 

billboard van driving around Brussels 

commissioned by the Hungarian 

government has been stopped by 

police and the billboard highlighting 

the consequences of migration had to 

be removed, he said “the life-force in 

democracy is now stronger in central-

eastern Europe than in western Europe.”

Regarding a “national consultation” 

survey about the protection of families, 

he said young people need more help 

to have children and to feel that their 

quality of life will improve from this. 

Raising children “undoubtedly requires 

many efforts, including financial efforts” 

but if they feel that they get budget 

support for “home creation, wages, 

the tax system ... crèche services,” then 

they will realise that it is worth it. He 

referred to a “national consultation” 

on migration, stating that it attracted 

record high interest and said that it 

showed that Hungarians’ survival 

instincts functioned well and they 

realised that they had to strongly defend 

themselves against Brussels’ attacks.

OrbÁN: HUNGArIANS’ 
TALeNT AND DILIGeNce 
TO SUSTAIN ecONOmIc 
GrOWTH

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, in his 

regular interview to public Kossuth 

Radio, called Hungary’s economic 

progress “remarkable”, and said it 

was the talent and diligence of the 

Hungarian people that provided the 

foundations of the government’s 

economic policy. Hungary must 

continue to believe that talent and 

diligence will sustain economic 

growth, he said. But Orbán warned 

against complacency, saying further 

efforts have to be made, and will 

always have to be made, to achieve 

ever greater success. Orbán said that 

in contrast to 2010 – when, he said, 

the country was in a weakened state 

– Hungary has become a strong and 

sturdy economy capable of growth 

and providing jobs to people. The key 

to this, he said, was the government’s 

introduction of a “different economic 

system”, the Hungarian model, which 

was embraced by the people.

Commenting on international 

comparisons, Orbán said comparisons 

with other countries can be made 

with a view to keeping the Hungarian 

economy competitive, but a foreigner’s 

expectations from life should not 

determine a Hungarian’s quality of 

life or goals. “I want Hungarians … to 

consider themselves successful along 

their own logic and to feel that there 

is a purpose to what they’re doing, 

and not by comparing themselves 

to others,” the prime minister 

explained. Orbán said “much must 

be done” to boost efficiency in the 

country. Progress must be made in 

the area of vocational training and 

the management of locally-owned 

small and medium-sized companies 

must be improved. Wages should also 

rise, but increases must be paired with 

efficiency improvements or they will 

lead to unemployment, he added.

On the topic of the recently 

announced wage increases in the 

health-care sector, Orbán said that 

when weighing how best to allocate 

the funds, the government prioritised 

improving the situation of health-care 

specialists and nurses, which he called 

the most critical part of the sector. He 

noted that the wages of the health-care 

workers in question will increase by 

more than 70% over the next four years.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
reJecTS UN reFUGee PAcT

As it has done with the United Nations’ 

migration pact, Hungary rejects the 

organisation’s global refugee pact as 

well, the foreign minister said, arguing 

that the document was dangerous and 

could encourage more migration. 

Simultaneously to its Global Compact 

for Migration, the UN has drafted a 

“sister document”, the Global Compact 

on Refugees, Péter Szijjártó told a press 

conference. This pact, he said, was 

about “bringing in through a back door 

whoever they can’t bring in through 

the main gate with the migration pact”. 
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Though this package is about refugees, 

there have been a number of debates 

recently about “how they can try to 

classify as refugees those who arrive 

as illegal migrants”, Szijjártó said.

ÁDer: GrOWTH, 
SUSTAINAbILITY  
NOT INcOmPATIbLe

Economic growth and sustainability are 

not mutually exclusive, the president 

said, arguing that climate change 

could also be seen as an opportunity. 

Addressing a festive session of the 

National Council for Sustainable 

Development (NFFT) marking its 10th 

anniversary, János Áder -- in line with 

an international report on climate 

change -- urged the creation of a new 

economic model which takes into 

consideration the economic, social and 

health benefits of natural capital, clean 

water and air and biodiversity. Further, 

this new model should take into 

account the negative consequences 

of the exhaustion of natural capital, 

he said. If the world fails to act on 

the deterioration of biodiversity, it 

will render impossible the conditions 

for food production for the coming 

decades, Áder warned. He added 

that if the current level of air pollution 

continues, more and more people will 

die from respiratory diseases.

Áder called for a “sustainable change” 

which, if implemented until 2030, would 

bring about more stable economic 

growth. The change has already started, 

he said, “but it is not nearly fast enough 

and time is running out”.

To promote sustainable economic 

growth, state subsidies for fossil fuels 

should be cut and greenhouse gas 

emissions reduced. As part of the 

development of smart cities, public 

transport should be boosted and a non-

motoric transport network developed, 

he said. Furthermore, the sustainable 

use of land, including the protection of 

rainforests, the rehabilitation of overused 

soil and modern farming technology 

should be promoted, along with 

sustainable water management, he said.

There are several Hungarian inventions 

supporting sustainable economy, Áder 

said, citing as examples an animal feed 

that reduces methane formation in 

livestock and a sewage-water cleaning 

facility which was put into operation in 

the Netherlands recently.

In his keynote speech to the 

session, House Speaker and NFFT 

chairman László Kövér praised the 

level of national consensus behind the 

founding and operation of the council. 

“It’s a real national consensus … which 

is a really rare treasure in Hungarian 

politics and public life,” he said. 

The house speaker said sustainable 

development was an issue affecting 

the long-term fate of the nation and 

all of humanity, and its importance has 

increased over the past decades.

LmP WANTS STrIcTer 
PUNISHmeNT FOr 
eNVIrONmeNTAL 
POLLUTION

The green opposition LMP will submit 

an amendment proposal in order to 

increase punishment on companies 

that pollute the environment, party 

MP Péter Ungár said. All job creation 

support and other benefits should 

be withdrawn from companies 

that pollute the environment and 

if their ownership structure is non-

transparent, then the last known 

owner should be held accountable, 

Ungár said. A deterioration in nature 

protection infrastructure is among the 

reasons for the current situation, he 

said. Ungár added that contrary to the 

government’s claims, the principle that 

those responsible for environmental 

pollution should pay for recovery had 

failed and “polluting companies are 

getting paid” instead.

PArLT DePUTY SPeAKer 
HAS SecUrITY TALKS  
IN WASHINGTON

Csaba Hende, the deputy speaker of 

parliament, is on a three-day visit to 

Washington, DC to discuss primarily 

security policy issues with American 

officials. Hende has met with senators 

and congressmen and gave a speech at 

the Parliamentary Intelligence-Security 

Forum. First held in 2014, the forum 

serves as a venue for legislators to discuss 

security challenges such as terrorism, 

cybersecurity, the fight against money 

laundering, security risks related to 

foreign investments and cryptocurrencies. 

Representatives from 80 nations were 

present for the 12th Parliamentary 

Intelligence-Security Forum on Thursday.

Hende told MTI that his talks with 

Republican Senator Ron Johnson, 
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chairman of the Subcommittee on 

European and Regional Security 

Cooperation, focused on the issue of 

migration. Hende said he and Johnson 

were in full agreement on their views 

on how migration should be handled, 

adding that the senator is expected 

to pay a visit to Budapest in the near 

future. He said he had also held talks 

with Congressman Robert Pittenberg, 

who hosted the Parliamentary 

Intelligence-Security Forum.

In his speech to the security forum, 

Hende emphasised the importance of 

harmonious and strong transatlantic 

relations for Hungary and called 

mutual trust “the firmest bridge 

between continents”. He underscored 

Hungary’s commitment to NATO and 

the European Union, saying that 

Hungarians were overwhelmingly 

in favour of Hungary’s membership 

in both organisations. The deputy 

speaker also underlined Hungary’s 

commitment to an open, free and 

safe internet in line with the EU’s 

Cybersecurity Strategy. He told 

the forum that the government 

was drafting a decree that would 

significantly reshape Hungary’s 

cybersecurity policies. In the coming 

weeks, Hungary is likely to pass a new 

national cybersecurity strategy and the 

military will also set up a cybersecurity 

command centre, he said.

On another subject, he said 

combatting terrorism was a priority 

for Hungary and that the government 

also devotes special attention to the 

investigation and combatting of 

terrorist financing activities and money 

laundering. The deputy speaker also 

attended a gala dinner organised by 

the In Defense of Christians human 

rights organisation. Hende on 

Wednesday attended the state funeral 

of President George HW Bush.

HUNGArY VOIceS 
OPPOSITION  
TO eSTAbLISHmeNT  
OF eUrOPeAN LAbOUr 
AUTHOrITY

Hungary, along with Sweden, 

continues to oppose the establishment 

of a European Labour Authority (ELA), 

state secretary Sándor Bodó said after 

a meeting of European Union social 

and health ministers in Brussels. 

Establishing the ELA would remove 

labour oversight from the scope of 

power of member states, Bodó said.

At the meeting, the Employment, 

Social Policy, Health and Consumer 

Affairs Council (EPSCO) reached a 

general approach on a proposal for 

a regulation establishing the ELA, 

a new body which would support 

member states in implementing EU 

legislation in the fields of cross-border 

labour mobility and social security 

coordination, including free movement 

of workers, posting of workers and 

highly mobile services. Bodó said 

setting up the ELA would hurt the 

interests of Hungarian employers 

and employees, as its authority would 

supersede that of national bodies, even 

though it would lack knowledge of 

local particulars and circumstances. 

The ELA’s establishment would create 

further unnecessary bureaucracy as 

well as a confusing situation in which 

member states’ competencies are 

negatively affected, he added.

GOVT OFFIcIAL: ecONOmIc 
DeVeLOPmeNT ScHeme  
FOr VOJVODINA 
SUcceSSFUL

The Hungarian government’s 

economic development scheme 

for Vojvodina has been successful, 

Levente Magyar, state secretary 

at the foreign ministry, said at the 

closing event of the scheme in 

Subotica (Szabadka). Over the past 

3 years, more than 70 billion forints 

(EUR 220m) worth of developments 

have been completed or started, 

including the construction of 23 

plants, Magyar said. Some 10,000 

ethnic Hungarian businesspeople 

and their families received support 

to develop their businesses and 

accommodation, he added.

Hungary lost the first world war a 

hundred years ago and among all of 

Hungary’s neighbours, only Serbia 

has been able to leave behind the 

historical heritage of this period and 

develop a fair attitude to minority 

efforts, he said. “We owe praise and 

gratitude to Serbia’s leaders for this,” 

he added, expressing thanks to 

President Aleksandar Vučić for his 

positive attitude and to Alliance of 

Vojvodina Hungarians leader István 

Pásztor for creating links between 

ethnic Hungarians in Vojvodina and 

the majority nation.
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HUNGArY TrADe SUrPLUS 
NArrOWS TO eUr 293 m  
IN OcTOber

Hungary had a 293 million euro 

trade surplus in October, narrowing 

by 232 million euros from the same 

month a year earlier, the Central 

Statistical Office (KSH) said in a first 

reading of data. Exports increased 

by 6.5% to 9.456 billion euros during 

the period. Imports were up 9.7% at 

9.163 billion euros. Trade with other 

European Union member states 

accounted for about 82% of exports 

and 73% of imports during the 

month. The trade surplus reached 

5.154 billion euros for the period 

January-October, falling by 1.671 

billion euros from the same period 

a year earlier. Exports were up 4.5% 

at 87.899 billion euros during the 

period. Imports increased by 7.0% 

to 82.745 billion euros.

Erste Bank analyst Orsolya Nyeste 

acknowledged a pickup in export 

growth in October, but said the trade 

surplus would still continue to narrow.

Pre-FINANcING FOr eU-
FUNDeD PrOJecT LIFTS 
bUDGeT DeFIcIT TO 135% 
OF FULL-YeAr TArGeT

Hungary’s cash flow-based budget, 

excluding local councils, ran a 1,842.4 

billion forint (EUR 5.7bn) deficit at the end 

of November, the finance ministry said in 

a first reading of data. The deficit reached 

135% of the 1,360.7 billion full-year target.

The ministry noted that government 

pre-financing for European Union-

funded projects reached 1,737.4 billion 

forints by the end of November, while 

transfers from Brussels came to just 

574.6 billion forints. Expenditures were 

also lifted by a 41.2 billion forints top-

up of pensions linked to economic 

growth and continued funding for 

developments such as road renovations 

and projects that are part of the 

Modern Cities Programme, it added. 

The ministry said revenue from VAT was 

up by 343.6 billion forints in January-

November from the same period a year 

earlier. Revenue from personal income 

tax climbed 235.4 billion forints, payroll 

tax revenue increased by 247.3 billion 

forints and excise tax revenue was up 

81.3 billion forints.

The 2.4%-of-GDP deficit target for 

the full year, calculated according to 

the EU’s accrual-based accounting 

rules, is “achievable” alongside 

economic growth that is “expected 

to be well over 4%”, the ministry said. 

Within public finances, the central 

budget ran a 1,856.1 billion forints 

deficit in January-November, the social 

security funds were 26.1 billion forints 

in the red and separate state funds had 

a surplus of 39.8 billion forints. Alone in 

the month of November, the budget 

ran a 164.3 billion forints deficit.


