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The UN compact would cause even greater problems than the EU quotas because the latter only applied to Europe but the 

former would create disorder around the world, Péter Szijjártó told a meeting of foreign ministers attending an OSCE meeting 

in Milan. The UN emphasises the positives of migration without noting the security risks, which is misleading, he added. 

The migration wave of 2015 caught Europe by surprise and some 400,000 illegal migrants passed through Hungary, he said. 

Among the conclusions to be drawn, the first was that illegal migration was a dangerous process, he added. Uncontrolled 

migration gives an opportunity to terrorist organisations to send their fighters to previously peaceful areas. Migration processes 

destabilise countries of origin and transit countries alike, and they cause serious problems in destination countries, he said. 

“We experienced that a large majority of migrants refused to respect local customs, regulations, culture or behavioural 

norms,” Szijjártó said, adding that the threat of terrorism in Europe was greater than ever before.

The United Nations is making the same mistake with its Global Migration Compact 
as the European Union made with mandatory migrant settlement quotas, Hungary’s 
foreign minister has said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: UN ‘MAKING SAME MISTAKE’

President Áder addresses National 
Sustainable Development Council 
10th anniversary meeting

EU justice ministers’ meeting in 
Brussels

Human resources minister addresses 
health-care conference 

Stats Office first estimate on foreign 
trade in Oct 2018
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Divers dressed as Santa decorate underwater Christmas Tree at Budapest aquarium
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: FOCUS 
SHOULD BE ON 
PREVENTING NEW WAVES 
OF MIGRATION

Hungary proposes that cooperative 

efforts by the Organization for Security 

and Co-operation in Europe should 

focus on preventing and stopping 

new waves of migration, Péter Szijjártó, 

the foreign minister said at the OSCE 

meeting in Milan. Countries of Central 

Asia should be supported in the fight 

against terrorism and combatting 

extremist ideologies that terrorism 

stems from, he added. At the same 

time, Szijjártó called on the OSCE to 

reject all initiatives that could result 

in further waves of migration, saying 

these posed security risks to Europe. 

The UN migration compact is one such 

initiative, he added.

The approval of the compact 

would result in serious security risks 

for the entire OSCE region, Szijjártó 

said. Seven OSCE members and two 

partner countries have rejected it. 

These are the countries that give 

priority to the security of their own 

citizens, he added. He called on the 

other OSCE members to think twice 

about whether they indeed wanted 

to spend their taxpayers’ money on 

campaigns claiming the beneficial 

effects of migration and the training 

of migrants. They should also question 

whether they indeed believe that 

migrants should get the same services 

as taxpayers in the given country and 

whether sharing information with 

the immigration authorities gathered 

about migrants should indeed be 

banned, he added.

Szijjártó said he was in agreement 

with Attilio Fontana, president of 

the Italian region of Lombardy and a 

member of the ruling Lega Lombarda 

party, about migration issues and that 

only migrants who arrive legally should 

be allowed entry into Europe and 

illegal migrants should be kept outside 

the continent. The leaders of Lombardy 

precisely understand the problem of 

migration, considering that 450,000-

500,000 illegal migrants are staying 

in the region, he said, adding that he 

had assured Fontana that Hungary 

agreed with Italian Interior Minister 

Matteo Salvini that nobody should be 

encouraged to set off to Europe and 

risk their lives over the sea. It should 

be made clear that if someone gets on 

a human smuggler’s boat in Africa, it 

does not automatically mean that he 

or she can get off in Europe, he added.

GULYÁS: FIGHT 
WAGED WITH EU OVER 
MIGRATION, FOR 
SOVEREIGNTY

Hungary’s fight with the European 

Union for sovereignty in the area of 

migration is under way, the head 

of the Prime Minister’s Office told a 

conference. Gergely Gulyás said: “What 

we have done over the past few years 

when it comes to migration was fight 

for sovereignty.” He said whereas 

Hungary refrained from dictating to 

others how to decide on the issue, “we 

insisted that no one should question 

our freedom ... to decide on migration”. 

Gulyás added that the key debate at 

European level in the coming years 

would revolve around the bloc’s 

powers “versus state sovereignty”.

DÖMÖTÖR: HUNGARIAN 
GOVT MOBILE AD 
CAMPAIGN IN BRUSSELS 
‘CENSORED’

Efforts in Brussels are under way to 

ban a Hungarian government mobile 

advertisement campaign, Csaba 

Dömötör, state secretary at the Cabinet 

Office, said in a video message on the 

government’s Facebook page. 

The Hungarian government 

commissioned a van with a billboard 

to drive around Brussels highlighting 

the consequences of the European 

Union’s migration policies, Dömötör 

noted, adding that several hundred 

people had died in terrorist attacks 

throughout Europe. “Yet leader of the 

Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for 

Europe Guy Verhofstadt insists there is 

no migration crisis in Europe.”

On Wednesday, the van was stopped 

by police and they “forced” the 

driver to remove the billboard while 

forbidding a recording to be made of 

their action, Dömötör said. “This shows 

that there is censorship in Brussels and 

efforts are being made to ban the 

government campaign” he said. This 

is unacceptable because the billboard 

van is a legal and an important way of 

expressing an opinion, he added. It is 

unacceptable that Verhofstadt could 
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express his opinion but “they want to 

ban us Hungarians from doing so”. “We 

insist that the opinion of Hungarians 

should also be represented in the 

debate,” he said.

European Liberals launched a van 

campaign in Brussels in early November 

which later moved to Hungary. Their 

poster showed Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and the following 

sentence in English on one side: “First 

he took our money, now he wants to 

destroy Europe.” The other side of the 

poster showed the following message 

written in Hungarian: “Initially he just 

wanted our money, now Europe’s unity 

is at stake.”

SZIJJÁRTÓ: SIGNS OF 
POSITIVE PROGRESS IN 
UKRAINE RELATIONS 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó 

has welcomed “positive signs 

of progress” regarding Ukraine’s 

attitude to Hungarian communities in 

Transcarpathia and bilateral relations 

in general. Ukraine’s parliament 

has scheduled a vote on extending 

the transitional period of the new 

education law, Szijjártó noted after 

talks with his counterpart, Pavel 

Klimkin, on the sidelines of a meeting 

of foreign ministers attending an 

Organization for Security and Co-

operation in Europe session in Milan. 

He added, however, that there is no 

guarantee that the vote will actually be 

held, citing two similar past initiatives 

that were unsuccessful. “Without a 

doubt, we appreciate the Ukrainian 

government’s willingness, in line with 

the expectations of the European 

Union, to put a vote on extending the 

transitional period until 2023 onto 

parliament’s agenda,” he said.

Ukraine’s education law is said to 

discriminate against national minorities 

in the country.

Szijjártó said he would again meet 

his Ukrainian counterpart in Brussels 

on Dec. 10. Continuous dialogue is 

important, and efforts to rebuild trust 

are unfaltering, he added. “I continue 

to believe that maintaining dialogue is 

critically important in order to resolve 

difficult issues in the interest of ethnic 

Hungarians in Transcarpathia,” he said.

Commenting on a meeting with 

OSCE High Commissioner on National 

Minorities Lamberto Zannier, he said 

Zannier had assured him that he would 

continue to closely monitor decisions 

in Ukraine that affect ethnic Hungarian 

communities there.

Meanwhile, Szijjártó said Hungary 

and Romania’s governments both aim 

to maintain the improvement in their 

countries’ relations. After consulting 

his Romanian counterpart Teodor 

Melascanu, the minister said: “We 

assured each other that this is in the 

interest of both countries, especially 

when it comes to the debates on 

the future of Europe and the ethnic 

Hungarian communities living in 

Transylvania and Szeklerland.” Szijjártó 

said he had assured Melascanu that the 

Hungarian government’s economic 

development scheme geared towards 

Transylvania served not only the 

interests of ethnic Hungarians but 

also those of Romania. He argued 

that local economic players who 

benefit from the scheme operate 

and pay taxes in Romania, thereby 

strengthening the Romanian economy. 

But the scheme also helps strengthen 

the local Hungarian communities, 

Szijjártó said, adding that this, too, 

served the interests of both countries. 

Hungary views the ethnic Hungarian 

community in Romania as a link 

between the two countries, he said.

KOVÁCS SLAMS NYT, THE 
GUARDIAN ON HUNGARY 
COVERAGE

Zoltán Kovács, the state secretary 

for international communication 

and relations at the Prime Minister’s 

Office, slammed coverage of recent 

Hungarian events in English-speaking 

left-leaning media outlets, writing that 

at The New York Times, “the editors 

and publishers ... are hot and bothered 

about the [Hungarian] prime minister’s 

‘right-wing, nativist, nationalist 

politics.’ They’re so woke.” He added 

that this week, “the Manhattan clique 

is joined ... by a columnist at The 

Guardian, a former professor at CEU 

by coincidence, who mourns the sad 

day when the CEU was forced out 

of Hungary,” referring to the Central 

European University’s announcement 

to relocate its US-accredited courses 

to Vienna. “Except it wasn’t,” Kovács 

said, and added that the Közép-Európai 

Egyetem, the part of CEU that is fully 

accredited in Hungary, continues to 

operate in Budapest.
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ORBÁN TO LAUDER: 
‘YOU’RE ASKING ME TO 
LIMIT PRESS FREEDOM’

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán , in a letter 

to Ronald S. Lauder, president of the 

World Jewish Congress, expressed 

his “surprise” that the WJC leader had 

asked him “to limit freedom of speech 

and the freedom of the press” by 

calling on him to condemn an image 

that recently appeared on the cover of 

business weekly Figyelő, which Lauder 

had called anti-Semitic. In the letter 

forwarded to MTI by Bertalan Havasi, 

the prime minister’s press chief, Orbán 

wrote that “despite my respect for you, 

I cannot fulfil such a request”.

Hungary’s government “pursues 

a policy of zero tolerance regarding 

anti-Semitism,” Orbán wrote. The 

government’s actions “leave no 

doubt” that it feels responsible 

for Hungary’s Jewish citizens and 

works to guarantee their security, 

he added. He reassured Lauder 

that the WJC could continue to 

count on Hungary’s zero-tolerance 

approach to anti-Semitism. Orbán 

added that he was surprised that 

Lauder had only seemed to address 

controversies that involved left-

leaning and liberal Jewish public 

figures. The prime minister noted 

he had yet to receive a letter 

from Lauder concerning Jewish 

citizens who cooperate with the 

government or are right-leaning. 

Havasi said Orbán attached to 

his letter past front covers of liberal 

business weekly HVG and the liberal 

weekly Magyar Narancs which 

depicted right-leaning Jewish figures. 

Orbán told Lauder that it was “hard to 

comprehend” his “left-wing and liberal 

bias”. The prime minister said he was 

unsure whether to interpret Lauder’s 

letter to him as a political statement 

or a show of support for the Jewish 

community. He added that he would 

express his gratitude to the WJC 

president if it were the latter.

EMPLOYERS, EMPLOYEES 
MUST ENTER INTO 
WRITTEN AGREEMENT FOR 
VOLUNTARY OVERTIME

Any overtime per year up to 150 

hours above the 250 hour threshold 

“voluntarily entered into” must be 

concluded with a written agreement 

between employers and employee, 

according to a change in the 

current employment bill made at 

committee level on Thursday. The 

bill amendments proposed by Fidesz 

MPs Lajos Kósa, Kristóf Szatmáry and 

Gábor Bányai also state that collective 

bargaining covers 300 hours of 

overtime, and 100 hours above that 

is possible only if there’s a written 

agreement between the employer 

and employee.

Also, another change proposed to 

be written into Hungary’s labour code 

is that an employer will not have the 

right to fire an employee if they are 

unwilling to agree to extra overtime.

Meanwhile, Kósa said at the meeting 

that the minimum wage should apply 

to all sectors of the economy, and 

relevant amendments to the bill would 

also serve this aim. He also said the 

changes were about making efficiency 

gains and therefore allowing people to 

work more if they want to.

MINISTER ADDRESSES 
CONCERNS OVER FUNDING 
FOR TOP SCIENCES BODY

Hungary’s innovation and technology 

minister has addressed concerns that 

the government is depriving academic 

researchers of their independence by 

culling some of their funding and 

placing it under the control of the 

ministry. “The government wants to 

give, not take away,” László Palkovics 

told a press conference.

The Hungarian Academy of Sciences 

(MTA) has asked the innovation and 

technology minister not to withhold 

funding for the first quarter of next 

year from the Academy’s research 

network, MTA chairman László Lovász 

said after an extraordinary general 

assembly today. Lovász insisted that 

around half of the funding in the first 

quarter allocated for material expenses, 

not salaries, would be withheld until a 

deal is reached between the ministry 

and the Academy.

Palkovics said the seamless 

operation of the Academy during 

reform of the Hungarian R+D+I 

sector was of key importance and 

the government would be paying 

research institute employees during 

the structural changes directly. 

Operational costs will be covered 
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by the academy, he added. In 

response to a question, the minister 

said: “The Academy’s budget is 64 

billion forints, of which a total of 17 

billion is earmarked for research. The 

Academy has the resources to cover 

material costs for the next several 

months.”

He said the structure of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences had 

stayed the same over the past eighty 

years. “This is why we must redefine 

allocations for research and redesign 

the entire system,” he said.  

Opportunities in R+D+I have not 

been seriously explored over the past 

thirty years, the minister said, noting 

the task assigned to the ministry by the 

government six months ago to make 

the sector more uniform and effective. 

The government has now defined a set 

of additional tasks to be completed by 

March 31, he added.

“Top researchers, rather than 

institutions, should be supported 

financially,” he said. “Changes under 

way have nothing to do either 

with the Academy or its network’s 

independence since all of the latter 

body’s rights are enshrined in the 

constitution”, he said.

A new 14-member board has been 

set up to help oversee structural 

reform, the minister noted. Seven are 

delegated by the academy while the 

rest are government representatives, 

he added. The new body has been 

tasked with putting forward a concept 

for operating the academy’s research 

institutions by the end of February 

next year, said Palkovics.

GOVT: ‘SAVING PRINT 
MEDIA IN PUBLIC 
INTEREST’

Saving the print media in Hungary is 

of public interest, the Government 

Information Centre (KTK) has said, 

referring to the government decision 

to exempt from oversight the 

Central European Press and Media 

Foundation’s acquisition of Opus 

Press, Echo TV, New Wave Media Group 

and Magyar Idők Publishing. The law 

prohibiting unfair market practices and 

restriction of competition enables the 

government to give certain company 

holdings the status of special national 

strategic significance, the statement 

said. The cabinet has so far made 

21 such decisions, so the decision 

affecting the Central European Press 

and Media Foundation is not without 

precedent, it added. The chief reason 

for the government decision is that 

saving the print media in Hungary lies 

in the public interest.

The opposition Socialist Party said 

it would sue Hungary’s Media Council 

over its failure to act against the 

acquisition of Echo TV, Magyar Idők, 

New Wave Media and Opus Press 

by the Central European Press and 

Media Foundation. Addressing a press 

conference, Gergely Őrsi, the deputy 

leader of the party’s Budapest chapter, 

noted that since the announcement of 

the acquisitions, the government had 

declared the acquisitions of “strategic 

national significance”, thus exempting 

the transaction from the scrutiny of 

the Competition Office (GVH) and the 

Media Council. The Socialists believe 

the courts have a right to oblige the 

council to scrutinise the transaction, 

Őrsi said. Though the classification of 

the acquisitions as of strategic interest 

may mean that the transaction cannot 

be examined by the GVH, this does not 

apply to the media council, he argued. 

He said that if President János Áder 

stays silent on the matter, it would 

show that he “only represents the unity 

of the Fidesz party media”.

Socialist MEP István Ujhelyi told 

the same press conference that 

“[Prime Minister Viktor] Orbán’s 

media mafia” was in breach of not 

just “democratic decency” but also the 

European Union’s founding treaty, its 

Charter of Fundamental Rights and 

EU regulations on public financing. 

Ujhelyi said he would file a complaint 

against the measures with the EU’s 

competition commissioner and the 

European Parliament’s economic 

and monetary affairs and internal 

market and consumer protection 

committees.

 JOBBIK CALLS ON GOVT 
TO CONFIRM REPORTS 
OF HOUSEHOLD UTILITY 
INCREASES

Opposition Jobbik has called on the 

government to confirm the veracity 

of reports that centrally mandated 

cuts to household utility bills would 

be axed after the 2019 EP elections. 

Jobbik MP Lajos Kepli told a press 

conference that the head of Mátra, 
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an electricity company, had recently 

commented that the government-

mandated household utility bill 

reductions introduced in 2012, central 

to two past election campaigns, were 

“past their sell-by date” and therefore 

household bills were likely to rise. 

Jobbik, Kepli said, had supported the 

package throughout. Now, however, 

businesses close to the Fidesz party, 

he added, had gained a major share of 

the country’s energy sector and these 

“oligarchs” were steering government 

decision-making.

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT UP 
5.9% IN OCT

Hungary’s industrial output rose 

by an annual 5.9% in October, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) said 

in a first reading of data. Adjusted for 

the number of working days, output 

increased by 3.3%. For the period 

January-October, output rose by an 

annual 3.4%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, output rose a seasonally 

and workday-adjusted 2.0%.

A KSH statistician noted that the 

electronics segment showed robust 

performance in October. While vehicle 

manufacturing volume remained 

below the 5.9% average, it rose again 

after declining for three months, she 

added. The unadjusted data were 

influenced by the fact that there was 

one more workday in October this year 

than a year earlier. 

Analysts said the October data well 

exceeded expectations after the 0.6% 

decline in September. Péter Virovácz of 

ING Bank predicted industrial output 

growth between 3.5% and 4% for the 

full year compared with 4.6% in 2017. 

Gergely Suppan of Takarékbank said 

industrial output growth is supported 

by the installation of new production 

capacities as well as the positive 

industrial sentiment and confidence 

indices. He forecast industrial output 

growth of 3.6% in 2018.

HUNGARY’S THE DEVOTED 
FETCHES MAIN PRIZE AT 
MONACO FILM FESTIVAL

The historic drama The Devoted 

directed by Zsolt Pozsgai has won 

the main prize for best feature film 

at this year’s Monaco International 

Film Festival, the director said. Taking 

place 500 years ago, the film tells the 

story of the meeting and famous 

religious debate between John 

Calvin, a founder of the Protestant 

church and Ignatius of Loyola, 

founder of the Society of Jesuits. 

The film was made to mark the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation.


