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Hungary also devotes special attention to the 150,000 ethnic Hungarians living in western Ukraine’s Transcarpathia region, 

Péter Szijjártó told a press conference in Budapest. He noted that Ukraine’s parliament has approved imposing martial law 

in ten of the country’s counties from Wednesday, adding, however, that Transcarpathia was not among them. Szijjártó said 

it was “always bad news” when martial law is declared in a neighbouring country. Szijjártó noted that when Ukraine began 

enlisting soldiers due to the conflict in its eastern regions, he held talks with his Ukrainian counterpart, who had assured 

him then that ethnic Hungarians would not be enlisted disproportionately.

Experience shows that the only way out of this “grave situation” is for the signatories of the Minsk agreement to renew 

and strengthen their cooperation, the minister said. He said this was the only mechanism which provided a chance to 

settle the conflict between Russia and Ukraine through negotiation, adding that Hungary would provide all the necessary 

support for such a resolution.

Hungary fully stands by Ukraine’s territorial integrity and sovereignty and this will continue 
to be a part of Hungary’s foreign policy in the future, too, the foreign minister said.

HUNGARY ‘STANDS BY UKRAINE’S SOVEREIGNTY’

Plenary session of parliament

Stats office releases Aug-Oct jobs 
report

Two-day agriculture conference 
opens in Siófok

Christian Democrat presser on 
Hungary Helps humanitarian 
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One-month-old white tiger cub at the Győr zoo in NW Hungary
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FIDESZ: SOROS ‘SEEKING 
TO INFLUENCE’ EP 
ELECTIONS

George Soros “is again seeking to 

influence the European parliamentary 

elections”, the communications director 

of ruling Fidesz told Hungarian public 

media, adding that the US financier was 

backing “pro-migration forces”. Balázs 

Hidvéghi spoke in reaction to a meeting 

between Soros and Frans Timmermans, 

vice-president of the European 

Commission, and said that the talks 

reflected that “Brussels is irrevocably 

in Soros’s pocket”. Hidvéghi insisted 

that Timmermans is a “notorious pro-

migration politician” who has “regular 

talks with Soros behind closed doors”, 

while his spokesperson “would not 

answer questions about the talks”.

DEFENCE MINISTER 
ADDRESSES CONFERENCE 
ON HUNGARY’S SECURITY 
ENVIRONMENT

Hungary’s defence minister addressed 

a conference on Tuesday, and noted 

the contribution of Hungarian soldiers 

to missions abroad and increased 

spending on defence. Tibor Benkő 

noted the role played by Hungarian 

soldiers in maintaining the stability of 

the Western Balkans. Currently about 

a thousand Hungarian soldiers serve in 

missions abroad, he said, adding that 

problems must be tackled at their 

root rather than being “allowed in”. 

The minister said Hungarian defence 

forces were being tailored to Hungary’s 

security environment, and challenges 

were changing rapidly and sharply, 

referring to “massive illegal migration” 

and the situation in neighbouring 

Ukraine in which martial law has been 

declared. “Meanwhile, in Germany ... in 

order to get to a Christmas fair you’ll 

have to get through three blockades,” 

he added. “Don’t tell me there’s peace 

and security in the world. No one can 

say that we can live in peace,” he said. 

The country must always be prepared 

and capabilities are needed for 

protecting citizens, the minister added 

in his lecture entitled “Protecting 

Hungarian society in the 21st century”.

He noted that in 2015, Hungarian 

soldiers had worked with the police 

to seal the border and halt mass illegal 

migration in its tracks. “This is similar to 

the situation in the United States and 

Mexico,” he said. Also, the appearance 

of hybrid warfare and cyberwarfare is 

changing operational conditions. In 

order to create and maintain security, 

the Hungarian defence forces must be 

strong and powerful, and armed and 

equipped with the latest technology, 

the minister said, referring to the 

country’s Zrínyi 2026 defence and 

military programme. He asserted that 

Hungary’s armed forces are on the road 

to becoming one of the determinant 

forces in the region in terms of forming 

a protective system. 

Hungary, he noted, has undertaken 

to add 0.1 percentage points of GDP 

each year to defence spending so as to 

hit the 2% spending rate by 2024. This 

year, it has already reached 1.4% of GDP 

instead of 1.1%, he added. There are 

currently over 8,000 volunteer soldiers 

in the army, he said, adding that the aim 

is to raise this number to 20,000 by 2026.

ORBÁN TO VISIT 
BRATISLAVA, PRAGUE 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is 

scheduled to attend a meeting of 

his European Union counterparts in 

Bratislava on Thursday, and pay an 

official visit to Prague the next day, 

the prime minister’s press chief told 

MTI. Bertalan Havasi confirmed press 

reports that Orbán will visit Prague 

at the invitation of Andrej Babis, the 

Czech prime minister, adding that 

Orbán was also scheduled to meet 

Czech President Miloš Zeman and 

Radek Vondráček, speaker of the 

house of representatives. The summit 

in Bratislava is being organised by the 

Slovak government, and is dubbed 

Friends of Cohesion.

POTÁPI ANNOUNCES 
BIDS AIMED TO SUPPORT 
ETHNIC HUNGARIAN 
COMMUNITIES

The government has invited bids 

aimed at supporting youth and scout 

organisations and other organisations 

providing education in Hungarian in 

communities outside Hungary, Árpád 

János Potápi, state secretary at the 

Prime Minister’s Office, told a press 

conference, adding that the total 

available amount was 750 million 

forints (EUR 2.3m). Potápi said that 250 
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million forints of the grand total would 

be used to strengthen Hungarian 

youth communities abroad, support 

their organisations and promote 

relevant programmes through grants 

of 500,000-1 million forints each. 

The larger part of the budget, 500 

million forints, will be distributed in the 

forms of grants between 500,000-2.5 

million forints for such initiatives as Sunday 

schools for ethnic Hungarians, he said. 

Last year, 67 schools and 215 organisations 

benefitted from the programme financed 

from 650 million forints, the state secretary 

said. Potápi noted that some 2.5 million 

ethnic Hungarians live in neighbouring 

countries and another 2.5 million in the 

Hungarian diaspora worldwide.

NÉMETH: FOUR 
HUNGARIAN PARTIES 
JOIN CDI

Four Hungarian parties have 

become new members of the 

Centrist Democrat International 

(CDI), a Christian democratic political 

international of which ruling Fidesz 

had already been a member for some 

years, the head of the Fidesz group’s 

foreign affairs cabinet said. A CDI 

general assembly meeting approved 

the membership of the co-ruling 

Christian Democratic Party (KDNP) 

of Hungary, the Alliance of Vojvodina 

Hungarians of Serbia, the Democratic 

Alliance of Hungarians in Romania and 

the Cultural Alliance of Hungarians in 

Sub-Carpathia, Zsolt Németh said. 

A Fidesz delegation attended the 

meeting of the Executive Committee 

and the General Assembly on the 

island of Sal, Cape Verde, Németh, who 

was a member of the delegation, said.

The Hungarians held talks with the 

organisation’s secretary-general and 

with Ulisses Correia e Silva, the Prime 

Minister of Cape Verde, he added. 

There are significant opportunities 

for cooperation between Hungary 

and Cape Verde in water management, 

innovation and tourism, and it is 

important that the European Union’s 

development and migration policies 

should develop in this framework in 

the years ahead, he said.

ANNUAL HUMAN RIGHTS 
FORUM BEGINS IN 
BUDAPEST

The protection of religious minorities, 

sustainable development and human 

rights, and the right to education 

are in focus at the annual human 

rights forum that began in Budapest 

on Tuesday. There are increasingly 

complex security challenges posed by 

illegal migration, terrorism, extremism 

and a disregard for minority rights 

globally which all have a human 

rights aspect, the Hungarian foreign 

ministry’s state secretary in charge of 

security policy said at the opening. The 

government has a complex approach 

towards human rights by considering 

them in the context of security issues, 

Péter Sztáray said. This year’s forum, 

organised for the 11th time, aims 

to facilitate a dialogue between 

representatives of governments 

and international organisations, he 

added. The event marks the 70th 

anniversary of the adoption of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 

Sztáray noted, stating Hungary’s firm 

commitment to its provisions.

STATE SECRETARY 
DISCUSSES JOINT 
PROJECTS IN UKRAINE 

Levente Magyar, state secretary at the 

foreign ministry, has had talks focusing 

on “mutually important” bilateral 

projects in Kiev. “Despite differences 

of opinion” with regard to the rights 

of Ukraine’s Hungarian community, 

discussions embraced “several joint 

projects that could bring Ukrainians 

closer to Hungarians”, Magyar told 

MTI. Magyar mentioned Wizz Air’s 

plans to launch a direct flight between 

Budapest and Lviv, as well as plans for 

two motorway links between the 

two countries. He also noted efforts 

to speed up railway services between 

Budapest and Mukachevo (Munkács), 

and plans to open new border crossing 

facilities as well as renovating existing 

ones. During his one-day visit, Magyar 

met Vasyl Bodnar, Ukraine’s deputy 

foreign minister, Volodymyr Kistion, 

the deputy prime minister, as well 

as Viktor Dovhany, the infrastructure 

minister’s deputy.

GOVT OFFICIAL: HUNGARY 
AN EU LEADER IN FAMILY 
SUPPORT

Hungary wants its young people 

starting a family to receive sufficient 
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support for home creation and raising 

their children so that they can easily say 

“yes” to having children, a government 

official said in Brussels. Hungary has 

dedicated the year 2018 to families and 

the government has done its best to 

focus on family values and provide even 

more support to Hungarian families, 

deputy state secretary for family and 

demographic policy Attila Beneda 

told a conference in the European 

Parliament. Since 2010, the government 

has been continuously expanding its 

system of family subsidies, an area in 

which Hungary has become a leader 

in Europe, Beneda said.

PALKOVICS: SUPERFAST 
INTERNET AVAILABLE IN 
ALL HOUSEHOLDS

All Hungarian households can 

now have access to full broadband 

internet, the innovation minister told 

a conference on Tuesday, adding 

that “the government has delivered 

on its promise made two years ago”. 

László Palkovics said that some 880 

households have broadband internet, 

increasing the country’s coverage 

from 75% to 99.9% since 2014, making 

Hungary the 7th best country in a 

worldwide comparison. Palkovics also 

announced that the government’s 

SZIP-2 programme was on its way, 

aimed at providing superfast internet 

connection.

LEGO PLANT IN HUNGARY 
EXPECTS MODERATE 
REVENUE GROWTH IN 2018

The Hungarian unit of Danish toy 

maker Lego expects “moderate, but 

stable” revenue growth at its base in 

Nyíregyháza in north-eastern Hungary 

this year, Lego Manufacturing Kft said 

in Tuesday’s issue of business daily 

Világgazdaság. Last year, the unit’s 

revenue rose to 36 billion forints (EUR 

111.4m) from 33 billion forints in 2016. 

Lego is continuously investing at the 

base, which shows it is planning for 

the long term locally, communications 

director Lóránt Siket told the paper. 

Lego employs some 2,500 people at 

the base in Nyíregyháza, turning out 

60 million building blocks a day. The 

plant is one of five around the world.

HUNGARY GUEST OF 
HONOUR AT WROCŁAW 
INTERNATIONAL BOOK 
FAIR

Hungary will be the guest of honour 

at this year’s international book fair 

opening in Wrocław on Thursday. At 

the event, Hungarian historian, writer 

and diplomat István Kovács will give 

a talk about Polish historian Wacław 

Felczak (1916-1993) and his activities 

during WW2 as well as the history of 

Polish-Hungarian friendship. A panel 

discussion will elaborate on Kovács’s 

writings on Polish history and Poland’s 

contribution to Hungary’s 1848-49 

freedom fight.


