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The daily Magyar Idők reported earlier in the day that the Hungarian authorities have approved his asylum request.

“Today, the Republic of Hungary … responded positively to my previously submitted request for political asylum due to 

political persecution,” Gruevski wrote on his Facebook page. He said he had explained the authorities how Macedonia 

lacks the conditions for due process and how “in the atmosphere of political persecution” the new social democratic 

government had failed to protect him “from the numerous threats” that were directed at him.

“I faced judges who … waited for instructions on verdicts … from the government or the public prosecutor,” he wrote. He 

said the government was using the courts to suppress political dissent and to conceal its own failings.

He said that he was not a fugitive from justice, but was seeking justice for himself and others facing persecution via 

international legal avenues.

Gruevski held office between 2006 and 2016. An arrest warrant was issued last week after he failed to start a two-year 

prison sentence for corruption.

Former Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski confirmed on Tuesday that he has 
been granted asylum in Hungary.

GRUEVSKI GRANTED ASYLUM IN HUNGARY

Foreign minister opens diplomacy 
conference in Budapest

Ghanaian-Hungarian business 
forum in Gödöllő

National security committee 
session

Párbeszéd presser on Gruevski 
affair

M
TI

/T
ib

or
 Il

ly
és

Student Máté Székely conducts the Budapest Festival Orchestra at a rehearsal 
on International Child Rights Day
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oPPoSITIoN SLAMS GoVT 
FoR GRUEVSKI ASYLUM

Opposition parties slammed the 

decision to grant former Macedonian 

PM Nikola Gruevski political asylum, 

saying the Hungarian government 

and the Immigration and Asylum 

Office have broken Hungarian and 

international law in the process.

Conservative Jobbik’s Ádám 

Mirkóczki, the head of parliament’s 

national security committee, called 

an extraordinary committee session 

for Wednesday morning. The interior 

ministry and the immigration office 

have broken the law by misleading 

committee members regarding the 

“Gruevski scandal”, he said.

The interior ministry rejected the 

accusation, saying that the director-

general of the office had provided 

credible briefings on the asylum 

request. “The ministry considers 

unworthy and categorically rejects any 

political attack directed at government 

officials who carry out their duties in 

accordance with their oaths of office,” 

it said.

The Socialist Party accused Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán of turning 

Hungary into an immigration country 

that harbours convicted corrupt 

politicians.

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) called the news of 

Gruevski’s asylum a “scandal on a 

global scale”. Spokesman Sándor 

Rónai said that it could be interpreted 

by the world’s criminals and terrorists 

as a message that they can find refuge 

from the law in Hungary. He added 

that “Europe’s first people smuggler 

government” was insisting that “it 

hasn’t broken several Hungarian and 

international laws” through this affair.

The opposition Párbeszéd party said 

that Orbán “has turned Hungary into 

the depository of political scum”, co-

leader Tímea Szabó said. The EU Treaty 

says that perpetrators of particularly 

severe crimes cannot be granted 

asylum, she noted.

The Liberal Party said that by 

backing Gruevski, Hungary’s 

government “has officially sided with 

a criminal”. While the government 

leads a hate campaign against 

people in real need of asylum, it has 

given over 20,000 people “of possibly 

questionable background” access to 

Europe through residency bonds, the 

Liberals said, adding that the asylum 

grant for Gruevski “crowned” that 

process.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: EURoPE MUST 
BE ABLE To DEFEND 
EXTERNAL BoRDERS

Foreign ministers Péter Szijjártó of 

Hungary and Miro Cerar of Slovenia 

agreed in Ljubljana that Europe 

should give priority to protecting its 

external borders and developing the 

related capabilities. “Help must be 

taken to where the trouble is, with 

development projects carried out in 

the migrants’ countries of origin so as 

to prevent another wave of migration,” 

Szijjártó said.

They agreed that Austria’s latest 

move to re-introduce control along 

its border sections with Slovenia 

and Hungary were unfair and 

unacceptable. It is incompatible with 

the Schengen agreement, Szijjártó 

said. If the Austrians want to make sure 

that no migrants enter their territory, 

they should help Hungary and Slovenia 

protect the EU’s external borders, he 

said.

Concerning infrastructure projects, 

Szijjártó said the construction of a 

Hungarian-Slovenian gas pipeline 

will be accelerated to enhance 

both countries’ energy security. The 

Slovenian section will be completed 

by 2023, giving Hungary access to 

LNG terminals in Italy, he said. Also, the 

power transmission line linking the two 

countries’ high-voltage electricity grids 

will be completed by 2021, he added.

Szijjártó told Cerar that Hungary 

would once again implement an 

economic development scheme for 

the Mura region next year which will 

involve distributing 1 billion forints 

from the Hungarian budget among 

SMEs in the region.

NÉMETH: MACEDoNIA 
HoUSE SPEAKER 
WELCoMES HUNGARY 
PoSITIoN oN GRUEVSKI

Macedonia’s parliamentary speaker 

has welcomed the Hungarian 

government’s position concerning the 

case of former Macedonian PM Nikola 

Gruevski, Zsolt Németh, the head of 

parliament’s foreign affairs committee, 
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said late on Monday. Németh met Talat 

Xhaferi on the sidelines of a NATO 

Parliamentary Assembly session in 

Halifax, in Canada, and told him that 

the Hungarian government considers 

Gruevski’s application for asylum 

in Hungary a legal matter, and “the 

assessment of his application will 

not change Hungary’s commitment 

to Macedonia”. Xhaferi welcomed 

the Hungarian position as well as 

Hungary’s support for Macedonia’s 

NATO integration, Németh said.

FIDESZ: oPPoSITIoN 
ATTACKS oN PAKS 
UPGRADE SERVE FoREIGN 
ENERGY FIRMS

The opposition parties “attack the 

planned upgrade of the Paks nuclear 

power station” because they want 

electricity to be bought from foreign 

energy firms, ruling Fidesz said, in 

response to criticism by green opposition 

LMP and conservative opposition Jobbik.

LMP considers the Paks 2 nuclear 

power plant expansion project the 

“worst deal of the century” and 

recommends that the government 

should cancel the agreement it signed 

with Russia on the upgrade, one of the 

party’s lawmakers said.

The politician said it was now clear 

that contrary to the government’s 

assurances, the two power plants would 

not be operating simultaneously, which 

he said would make the project even 

more expensive for Hungary. Ungár 

said this way the investment would be 

akin to every Hungarian family taking 

up a rouble-denominated loan of one 

million forints. “This investment has 

failed in every way,” Ungár said.

Commenting on the government’s 

argument that the Paks 2 project is a 

means to securing cheap electricity 

and utility fee cuts, Ungár said 

there was no way to know how the 

expansion would affect electricity 

prices. He added that the total cost of 

the project was also an unknown.

Jobbik said in a statement that the 

Orbán regime would collapse unless it 

resumes control over the increasingly 

chaotic Paks 2 investment project.

Fidesz said in response that many 

people in Hungary would prefer to see 

the country’s dependence on import 

electricity increase from which they 

could financially benefit. The Paks 

nuclear power station will guarantee 

cheap, predictable and secure supply 

of electricity to the Hungarian public 

and companies even in the long term, 

it said.

GoVT SUBMITS BILL oN 
2021 FULL CENSUS

The government has submitted 

to parliament a bill on the Central 

Statistical Office’s next national census 

scheduled for the summer of 2021. 

National censuses have been held in 

Hungary every ten years since 1870, 

the bill notes.

In the bill’s justification, Gergely 

Gulyás, the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, said the census will be able 

to supply detailed information on 

Hungary’s population, demographic 

situation, national and religious 

composition, public health situation, 

educational attainment levels, 

employment and unemployment 

levels, household and family trends 

and living standards. Under the bill, 

the census will have to be carried out 

between May 1 and June 20. According 

to the last census, Hungary had a total 

population of 9,981,865 in October 

2011. Data of the Central Statistical 

Office shows a population of 9,778,000 

in January 2018.

JÁRÓKA CALLS FoR EU 
STRATEGY AGAINST 
PoVERTY oN INTL CHILD 
RIGHTS DAY

Fidesz MEP Lívia Járóka called for a 

European Union strategy to fight 

poverty, with special emphasis on 

the welfare of children, in a statement 

marking International Child Rights 

Day. Nearly 25 million children live in 

poverty in the European Union, mostly 

growing up without a protective 

environment and deprived of their 

rights, she said. An EU-level support 

system of families and a strategy 

against poverty would be instrumental 

in breaking the vicious cycle of 

poverty, she said.

FIRE AT SToRAGE FACILITY 
WoN’T AFFECT GAS 
SUPPLIES, SAYS SERVICE 
PRoVIDER

There is no danger to the country’s 

gas supplies in the wake of a fire that 



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu4

Publisher in charge of production: Dániel Papp, Director General of Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA)
Publisher in charge of content: Péter Karuczka, Duna Mediaszolgáltató Nonprofit Zrt. MTI director
Editor: Zoltán Straky (Duna)

NoVEMBER 21, 2018
MoRNING ISSUE AM

broke out at a natural gas storage 

facility in Hajdúszoboszló, in eastern 

Hungary, in the early hours on Tuesday, 

national gas service provider Magyar 

Földgáztároló told MTI. The company 

added that three other storage 

facilities have taken over and are 

providing the necessary amounts of 

gas to distributors.

Magyar Földgáztároló head Dániel 

Fáber said that the fire started along 

pipes from the gas wells to the storage 

facility itself, after which the affected 

pipes were isolated and the wells shut 

down. Nobody was injured in the 

accident, he added.

NBH PoLICY MAKERS KEEP 
BASE RATE oN HoLD

The National Bank of Hungary’s 

Monetary Council decided to keep 

the central bank’s key rate on hold at 

0.90% at a monthly policy meeting. 

The Council also left the O/N central 

bank deposit rate at -0.15% and the 

O/N collateralised loan rate at 0.90%.

VARGA SEES GDP GRoWTH 
oF 4.3-4.5% IN 2018, oVER 
4% IN 2019

Hungary’s economy is likely to grow 

by 4.3-4.5% this year and by over 4% 

in 2019, the finance minister said. 

Supporting businesses remains a priority 

for the government, Mihály Varga told 

parliament’s business development 

committee. In line with this goal, the 

government will continue to ease the tax 

burdens on Hungarian companies as set 

out in a six-year agreement concluded 

at the end of 2016, he said. By late 2022, 

tax burdens on Hungarian businesses will 

fall to below the Visegrad Group average, 

Varga added.

AVL To BUILD HUF 12.5 BN 
R&D BASE NEAR BUDAPEST

Austrian automotive industry company 

AVL will build a 12.5 billion forint 

(EUR 38.9m) R&D base in Érd, on the 

outskirts of Budapest, Péter Szijjártó, 

the minister of foreign affairs and trade, 

said. The investment creating 350 

jobs, including 250 for engineers, is 

supported with a 3 billion government 

grant, he added. Szijjártó noted that 

the testing base will be the second in 

AVL’s network of R&D bases after the 

one in Graz, Austria, ahead of centres 

in China, Korea and Japan.

PALKoVICS MEETS 
GERMAN UNIVERSITY 
LEADERS

Innovation and Technology Minister 

László Palkovics met the transport 

minister of Baden-Württemberg and 

leaders of local universities as part 

of his tour of southern Germany, his 

ministry said. The talks with Winfried 

Hermann, the transport minister, 

touched on the possibilities of testing 

in Hungary motorway control systems 

and electric vehicles made in Baden-

Württemberg.

In talks with leaders of Karlsruhe 

University, further opportunities in 

research cooperation were discussed, 

as well as launching joint programmes 

in which participants obtain dual 

Hungarian-German diplomas.

SZIJJÁRTÓ, ŠAREC oPEN 
SLoVENIAN BooK FAIR

Slovenian Prime Minister Marjan Šarec 

and Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó opened the 34th Slovenian 

Book Fair in Ljubljana, where Hungary 

is guest of honour. Over a hundred 

exhibitors display over 25,000 books 

at the fair, which runs between 

November 20 and 25. Among the 

guests are Roddy Doyle, winner of 

the Man Booker Prize, and Goncourt 

Award holder Marie NDiaye. Szijjártó 

said at the opening ceremony that 

the Hungarian language is “unique 

in the sea of Slavic and Germanic 

languages” and its survival had been 

“full of challenges” for a long time.


