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On the sidelines of a meeting of his EU counterparts in Brussels, Péter Szijjártó told a news conference that the questions, 

addressed to UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi and EU Commissioner for Migration Dimitris Avramopoulos, 

were aimed at revealing how many such programmes have been launched, how many cards have been distributed and 

how much funds have been used for the schemes. He said he also wanted to know if the scheme was implemented directly 

or via civil groups.

He said that issuing anonymous bank cards was an “awfully dangerous move” and it could compromise the fight against 

terrorism and humans smuggling, “but it perfectly fits the approach represented by the UN global migration pact”. Szijjártó 

was asked about recent remarks by German Chancellor Angela Merkel suggesting that the Hungarian government had 

asked Austria and Germany back in 2015 to accommodate some of the migrants flooding Hungary at the time. Szijjártó 

declined to comment and said that “German politics is in turbulence and amid the manoeuvres and games all kinds of 

remarks are made”.

Hungary’s foreign minister has put questions to the European Commission and the 
United Nations concerning “unidentified debit cards issued to a number of migrants”.
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SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY’S 
BREXIT GOALS ‘REALISTIC’

Hungary has a realistic chance of 

meeting its goals in connection with 

the United Kingdom’s exit from the 

European Union, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told a press conference 

after a meeting of his EU counterparts 

in Brussels. Concerning Brexit, Szijjártó 

said that the Hungarian government 

was interested in promoting a “fair” 

agreement between the UK and 

the EU, maintaining tight business 

relations and continuing a security 

cooperation with the UK, as well as 

ensuring that the acquired rights of 

Hungarian nationals living in the UK 

are maintained. Szijjártó voiced regret 

that Britain was leaving the bloc but 

said that it was “up to that country’s 

residents exclusively” and declined to 

comment on that decision.

Answering a question about former 

Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski, 

who is currently seeking asylum in 

Hungary, Szijjártó said that Gruevski 

had indicated his wish to apply for 

asylum “at a foreign representation 

of Hungary, but the Hungarian 

government had had no role in his 

getting there”. The minister insisted 

that the Hungarian authorities had 

“come across this matter at that office 

in a country neighbouring Macedonia”, 

from where the former PM “came to 

Hungary fully legally, meeting all 

relevant Hungarian and international 

regulations; he crossed all borders 

legally”.

Szijjártó said that the matter had 

not been discussed in Monday’s 

meeting of his EU colleagues. He said, 

however, that he would discuss it with 

his Macedonian counterpart on the 

sidelines of a NATO meeting in Brussels 

in early December. “Supporting 

Macedonia is not a question of siding 

with any parties or governments,” he 

said.

ORBÁN: TIME TO TAKE 
HUNGARIAN-BRAZILIAN 
TIES TO NEXT LEVEL

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán on 

Monday afternoon had a telephone 

conversation with Brazilian President-

elect Jair Bolsonaro, the prime 

minister’s press chief told MTI. 

Orbán congratulated Bolsonaro on 

his election, saying he appreciated 

seeing that the values Hungary 

considers important also helped 

propel Bolsonaro to victory in his 

country, Bertalan Havasi said. The 

prime minister said Hungary was ready 

to take its relations with Brazil to the 

next level. Bolsonaro invited Orbán to 

his inauguration, Havasi said.

LMP CALLS FOR SCRUTINY 
INTO GRUEVSKI AFFAIR

Green opposition LMP has called 

for a parliamentary investigating 

committee to be set up with a view 

to looking into the case of former 

Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski, 

who is seeking political asylum in 

Hungary. Gruevski held office between 

2006 and 2016. An arrest warrant was 

issued last week after he failed to 

start a two-year prison sentence for 

corruption. He announced on his 

Facebook page last Tuesday that he 

was in Budapest and had asked the 

Hungarian authorities for political 

asylum. LMP co-leader Márta Demeter 

told a press conference that the case 

posed a “diplomatic and security risk” 

to Hungary, and severely damaged the 

country’s image. It is imperative that 

the Hungarian government agencies’ 

role in the affair be cleared up as soon 

as possible, she said. LMP has also filed 

a criminal complaint over support for 

illegal migration, she said.

Government officials continue 

to refuse providing answers, while 

international press reports “keep 

bolstering the theory of the governing 

bodies’ involvement,” she said. The fact 

that [Prime Minister] Viktor Orbán “and 

other politicians from [ruling] Fidesz 

helped Gruevski’s latest election 

campaign [in 2016] as well as furthered 

his agenda at the 2017 local elections 

... is not independent from his asylum 

request,” Demeter said. 

The Gruevski affair demonstrates 

that Hungary’s security system needs 

to be rebuilt, she said. Only then will 

the security of Hungarians truly be 

guaranteed, something which the 

ruling parties are unwilling or unable 

to do, she insisted. The European 

political system “watching idly as one 

politician of the European People’s 

Party saves another from a just prison 

sentence” also has to be reformed, she 

said. “Viktor Orbán is using the whole 
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Hungarian state establishment to play 

political godfather,” Demeter said. 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said last Thursday that 

Gruevski’s recent request for asylum 

in Hungary “is a legal rather than 

political matter”. Hungary’s authorities 

will “assess the application fully in line 

with relevant international regulations,” 

his ministry said in a statement.

MOLNÁR: DK OFFICES 
TOTAL LOSS AFTER FIRE

The central offices of the opposition 

Democratic Coalition (DK) in 

Budapest’s 6th district can be ruled a 

total loss after the fire that engulfed the 

roof of the four-storey building where 

they were located, the party’s deputy 

leader said. The 400sqm roof structure 

of the building on the Teréz Ring Road 

caught fire on Saturday afternoon 

and around 40 firefighters with ten 

vehicles were needed to extinguish 

the fire. Addressing a press conference 

in front of the building, Csaba Molnár 

said some of DK’s members had been 

allowed to inspect the damage to 

their offices. He said all of the party’s 

belongings stored in the offices have 

been destroyed either by the flames or 

the firewater. Molnár said the building 

had caught fire in two separate 

locations: on the ground floor and on 

the fifth floor. The fire department has 

yet to determine whether the two fires 

were related, he added.

He said databases and personal 

details of sympathisers handled by 

the party were safe, because they were 

not stored on the servers located in 

the building. DK’s bookkeeping and 

official documents, however, were 

destroyed in the fire, he added. Molnár 

said his party’s offices also contained 

several contemporary artworks, most 

of which were also destroyed in the 

fire. The signature collection sheets 

containing signatures in support of 

the direct mayoral election system 

for Budapest and joining the European 

prosecutor’s office were destroyed as 

well, he said.

He expressed his party’s gratitude 

to the opposition parties that have 

offered to share their offices with DK. 

However, he said the party could not 

accept the offers because it would be 

impossible to fit everyone in. More 

than 30 people worked in DK’s central 

office, Molnár said, adding that they 

will now be working either from the 

parliamentary office building or from 

home until DK finds new office space 

it can rent.

HUNGARY PUBLIC DEBT AT 
70.9% OF GDP AT END-Q3

Hungary’s public debt, calculated 

according to Maastricht rules, stood at 

70.9% of GDP at the end of September 

2018, down from 71.8% of GDP at 

the end of June, the National Bank of 

Hungary said, concerning Hungary’s 

preliminary financial accounts. The state 

debt ratio in Q3 2018 fell from 72.1% in 

the same period a year earlier. The ratio, 

which includes Eximbank, was at 72.8% 

in Q3, down from 73.8% in Q2 and down 

from 74.2% twelve months earlier.

PAKS TO ESTABLISH 
INDUSTRIAL ZONE, 
REPLACING ONE 
ACQUIRED BY STATE

The local council of Paks in south-

western Hungary plans to establish 

a new industrial zone in the city to 

replace one the state purchased, 

mayor Péter Szabó told MTI. The state 

bought the 35-hectare industrial park 

late last year, Szabó said. Paks is home 

to Hungary’s sole commercial nuclear 

power plant which is undergoing an 

upgrade. Paks wants to establish an 

industrial zone with an area of at most 

ten hectares that can be divided into 

2,000-5,000sqm parcels, Szabó said. 

The local council has earmarked almost 

1.5 billion forints (EUR 4.7m) for the 

purpose, drawing on some 1.8 billion 

in proceeds from the sale of land next 

to the two new blocks at the plant, he 

added. Parcels in the industrial zone 

could be offered from the first half of 

next year.

ROLLING FOUR-QUARTER 
HOUSEHOLD SAVINGS 
RATIO RISES TO 6.2% OF 
GDP 

Hungary’s rolling four-quarter net 

household financial savings ratio rose 

to 6.2% of GDP in Q3, preliminary data 

published by the National Bank of 

Hungary show. The ratio rose for the 

fifth quarter in a row after declining to 

4.5% early in 2017. In absolute terms, 

net savings transactions totalled 2,514 
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billion forints (EUR 7.8bn) in the four 

quarters to the end of Q3. Alone in 

the third quarter, household savings 

transactions reached 524 billion forints, 

equivalent to 4.9% of quarterly GDP.

EMERGENCY WARDS FACE 
DIFFICULTIES IN DAILY 
OPERATION

At least two-thirds of Hungarian 

emergency wards face daily challenges 

in operation due to an overflow 

of patients and lack of qualified 

workforce, daily Magyar Idők said, 

citing a survey of the Hungarian 

Hospitals’ Association.  Andrea Ficzere, 

deputy head of the association, told 

the paper that “it would make sense” 

to consider cutting the number of 

emergency wards to boost services 

in the remaining ones, especially in 

Budapest. Many patients seek out 

emergency wards without good 

reason, merely to avoid long waiting 

times at clinics, Ficzere said. The lack of 

doctors and other qualified workforce 

also adds to the burdens of the 

employees, she said. Many hospitals 

are forced to direct employees of other 

departments to the emergency wards 

to ensure secure operation, she said. 

Ficzere proposed introducing a wage 

ceiling to stop the wage spiral resulting 

from lack of workforce.

KING MATTHIAS 
MEMORIAL YEAR EVENTS 
HELD AT OVER 150 
LOCATIONS

Events of the King Matthias memorial 

year have been held at over 150 

locations ranging from Canada 

to Arini (Magyarfalu) in Romania’s 

Moldavia region to commemorate 

his 575th birth anniversary and the 

560th anniversary of his coronation. 

The state secretary in charge of 

Hungarian communities abroad 

Árpád János Potápi commissioned the 

House of Hungarians to organise the 

commemorative events one year ago, 

House of Hungarians director Krisztina 

Csibi told a press conference. Events 

included concerts, exhibitions, theatre 

performances, tale recitals, school 

competitions, scholarly conferences, 

pilgrimages and Renaissance shows, 

she said. 

National Bank of Hungary director 

Barnabás Virág presented at the 

event a memorial coin issued in two 

versions with identical designs, one 

a 20,000 forint sterling silver piece, 

and the other a 2,000 forint in copper-

nickel. He said the coins pay tribute 

to Matthias with representations of 

artefacts from his life. The central 

motif on one side is a half-length 

bust of the king from a detail from 

the relief of him in Bautzen, Germany, 

which accurately depicts him in arms 

with his regalia, he added. Reigning 

between 1458 and 1490, Matthias was 

Hungary’s first elected king and one 

of the most popular figures in the 

country’s history.


