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Orbán said trade between Germany and France is half the value and volume of trade between the Visegrad Group and 

Germany, “an unprecedented development”. In a recording on the government’s website, Orbán noted his earlier prediction 

that central Europe and the Carpathian Basin would become the engine of Europe’s economic growth in the years to 

come. He said the accession of Montenegro, Macedonia and Serbia to the European Union would be a major step towards 

enhancing central Europe’s importance in geopolitical terms. “The reunification of the Balkans is a shared interest of the 

EU, central Europe and Hungary,” he said.

Commenting on western Europe, Orbán said that “west of Vienna the situation is hopeless in terms of demographics” 

because multiculturalism had triggered irreversible social trends in large cities. It will be “spectacular” to witness how the 

structure and order of political representation will change there, he added.

The strength of the central Europe region within Europe is appreciating against the 
traditional power axis around Germany and France, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told a 
meeting of the Hungarian Permanent Conference in Budapest.

ORBÁN: CENTRAL EUROPE GAINING IN STRENGTH
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Chain Bridge in purple to mark World Prematurity Day
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ORBÁN ASSESSES 
TIES WITH REGIONAL 
NEIGHBOURS

Addressing relations with Croatia at the 

Hungarian Permanent Conference in 

Budapest, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

said that the Hungarian government 

had always considered the dispute 

concerning national oil and gas 

company MOL an inter-company affair 

rather than an inter-governmental 

issue. “I have tried to explain to them 

that lifting the MOL dispute to inter-

governmental level would justify 

more forceful action by the Hungarian 

state which would do major damage 

to bilateral relations,” he said. Legal 

conflicts between companies need 

to be judged by international courts, 

and the Hungarian state will accept all 

their decisions in order to settle the 

conflict, he said. The prime minister 

said he would pay an official visit to 

Croatia in early December. Orbán said 

hopefully large cross-border projects 

would be implemented in Croatia’s 

Slavonia region and southern Baranya 

in Hungary.

Commenting on Slovenia, Orbán 

said that Marjan Šarec, the new prime 

minister, was performing without 

fault in all international forums 

but promoted a different line on 

migration than Hungary, supporting 

the UN migration package. Orbán 

added, however, that Hungary’s plan 

to participate in the development of 

the Koper port and the extension 

of the rail link there would not 

be realised. As a consequence, 

the Hungarian government has 

started talks on access to a port and 

investment opportunities with Trieste 

instead of Koper, he added.

Assessing economic development 

programmes funded by Hungary 

abroad, Orbán said it made no sense 

to support businesses which are then 

exposed to reprisals by the state that 

exercises supreme power. Hungary 

therefore asks the ethnic Hungarian 

parties to secure, through negotiations, 

the majority nation’s consent to such 

programmes, he said. This is what 

happened in Romania, where Hungary 

is now able to implement economic 

development programmes with the 

agreement of the majority nation, he 

said. 

Orbán said the MEPs of the 

Romanian house speaker’s party, even 

if they belong to the Liberal group, 

had voted against the Sargentini 

report that condemned Hungary 

in the European Parliament. As a 

consequence, the European lawmakers 

of Hungary’s governing parties 

unanimously supported Romania in a 

vote on an EP resolution that attacked 

that country earlier this week. 

Regarding Slovakia, Orbán said the 

Hungarian-Slovak Most-Híd party 

posed a problem of structural nature, 

raising the question whether mixed 

inter-ethnic parties or ethnic-based 

parties are more useful in the region. 

Orbán warned it would be “fatally 

dangerous” to change over to mixed 

inter-ethnic-based representation, 

which he called “a trap to be avoided”. 

Orbán described Serbian-Hungarian 

relations as “unprecedented”, adding 

that the past few years had seen efforts 

to raise them to a strategic level. He 

appreciated the Hungarian and Serbian 

presidents’ efforts to pave the way for 

historic reconciliation. Hungary would 

be happy if Serbia’s legal regulations 

were generally followed in the 

Carpathian Basin as a whole, he said, 

adding that cultural autonomy had 

been achieved in practice.

Commenting on Ukraine, Orbán said 

Hungary “does not get on” with its 

leadership. “We come to an agreement 

on Monday and the next day they say 

that no agreement has been reached,” 

he said, accusing the Ukrainian leaders 

of failing to take the negotiations 

seriously. Their latest proposals, he 

said, made things even worse, and 

the open deployment of the secret 

services against ethnic Hungarians and 

suspected dual citizens went beyond 

what is tolerable in the Carpathian 

Basin. Hungary can do only one thing, 

making it clear that the only road for 

Ukraine to NATO and the EU leads 

through Hungary and Budapest, Orbán 

said.

The closing statement of the 

Hungarian Permanent Conference’s 

(Maert) 18th plenary meeting was 

approved by full consensus, deputy 

prime minister in charge of Hungarian 

communities abroad Zsolt Semjén 

said. 

A consensus unusual in Hungary 

has developed between the major 

political parties and the organisations 

representing ethnic Hungarian 
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communities beyond the border, 

Semjén told a press conference. The 

only party that failed to attend the 

meeting even if it had been invited 

was Ferenc Gyurcsány’s Democratic 

Coalition (DK), he said. All participants 

agreed that it is right to grant 

Hungarian citizenship, voting rights 

and autonomy to ethnic Hungarians 

abroad, Semjén said. 

In the closing statement, the 

participants expressed concern about 

Ukraine’s new education law, the bill 

on language use and the “day-to-

day harassment” suffered by ethnic 

Hungarians in that country. They 

condemned the media campaign that 

presents ethnic Hungarians as enemies 

in Ukraine and insisted that the ethnic 

composition of the population should 

be taken into account  upon the 

establishment of constituencies. 

ORBÁN, TARLOS SIGN 
PACT ON BUDAPEST 
COOPERATION 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and 

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós on 

Saturday signed a pact on cooperation 

between the government and the 

capital city. A key provision of the pact 

is the establishment of the Budapest 

Municipal Development Council to 

be jointly headed by the PM and the 

mayor.

Speaking at a ceremony marking 

the 145th anniversary of Budapest’s 

unification, Tarlós said the agreement 

would “drive forward Budapest’s 

sources of funding”. He insisted that 

Budapest’s elected mayor and the 

relevant public bodies would have 

an influence on the development of 

the capital “more significant than at 

any time in the past seventy years”. 

“Budapest ... is part of Hungarian 

nation-building and is one of its 

important achievements,” he said.

Meanwhile, Tarlós and Deputy 

Mayor Alexandra Szalay-Bobrovniczky 

handed out prizes for public 

service and outstanding sporting 

achievements at the ceremony. The 

Pro Urbe Budapest Award went to 

Sándor Deák, Deputy Director General 

of the Budapest Szabó Ervin Library, 

actress Enikő Eszenyi director of the 

Vígszínház, József Halzl, honorary 

chairman of the Rákóczi Association 

and Attila Vidnyánszky, director of the 

National Theatre, among others.

Orbán said Budapest stood at the 

gates of great progress and the next 

decade would be the most successful 

in the city’s history. By 2030, Budapest 

will be among Europe’s most liveable 

cities and one of its safest, he said at 

the ceremony marking Budapest Day. 

Noting the agreement regarding the 

Budapest Municipal Development 

Council, he said joint work would 

have to be carried out with grit and 

determination. 

The prime minister noted the 

completion of various flagship projects 

in the capital such as the 4th metro 

line, the renovation of the Museum 

of Fine Arts, and sports-related 

developments such as the Danube 

Arena and new stadiums. He also 

mentioned ongoing reconstruction 

of the City Park, the Opera House, 

the Museum of Applied Arts and 

the refurbishment of Metro 3. The 

council will soon have to make a 

decision regarding construction of a 

new modern pentathlon centre and 

the restoration of historic buildings 

in the Buda Castle, Orbán said. Also, 

construction of the new South-Buda 

central hospital will begin, he added.

“It is a huge task we are undertaking,” 

Orbán said, referring to developments 

planned up to 2030. “Budapest must 

radiate dignity, pride and greatness,” 

he added. 

Referring to the new arrangements, 

the green opposition LMP party 

said Budapest was being put under 

“guardianship” of the prime minister. 

LMP lawmaker József Gál told a news 

conference that the development 

council was a way of depriving the 

Budapest Metropolitan Assembly and 

the city’s inhabitants of their right to 

decide what kind of city they wanted 

to live in. It would be better, he said, if 

people were asked about their desired 

direction of developments.

The opposition Socialist Party’s 

Csaba Horváth told journalists that 

Tarlós would be nothing more than 

a puppet. He censured the mayor 

for stating his unqualified support 

for Fidesz even if the government 

did not comply with the agreement. 

He said Budapest needed a genuine 

cooperation agreement to guarantee 

that the 20 billion forints Budapest 

taxpayers pay each day into the city’s 

coffers would finance public utilities 

in the capital in a proportionate way.



All rights reserved. Enquiries should be made to the English Help Desk at +361 441 9340 
For MTI’s real time coverage please visit http://english.mti.hu, http://econews.hu

Hungary Matters is an English-language newsletter produced and distributed by the Media Service Support and Asset Management Fund (MTVA) 
with content provided by Duna Media Service Provider exercises copyright over all content. No part of this publication may be copied, reproduced, redistributed 
or transmitted without prior written permission from the publisher, with the exception of copies made by individuals for private use, 
educational purposes or scholarly research, provided that such transmissions do not exceed the extent justified by the purpose and 
are not aimed at financial gain, even indirectly, and the source name are indicated at all times. 

4

NOvEMBER 19, 2018
MORNING ISSUE AM

GULYÁS: NEW 
DEvELOPMENT COUNCIL 
ENHANCES BUDAPEST 
MAYOR’S ROLE

The newly established Budapest 

Municipal Development Council 

will enhance the role of the city’s 

mayor and the municipal council in 

making decisions concerning the 

capital city’s development projects, 

the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office said on Saturday. The new 

body will be co-headed by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán and Budapest 

Mayor István Tarlós, Gergely Gulyás 

told a press conference after the 

body’s founding session. The ten-

member council, formed by central 

government and municipal council 

officials, will meet every 1-2 months 

and take decision on matters related 

to Budapest’s development, he 

said. Besides the prime minister, the 

government will be represented 

by the head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office, the ministers in charge of 

innovation and development and 

national assets, as well as the state 

secretary for greater Budapest, 

Gulyás said. It will ensure the 

presence of a designated cabinet 

member on development projects 

requiring cabinet approval, he added. 

At its inaugural session, the council 

discussed matters concerning the 

suburban HÉV railway and gave the 

go-ahead for planning a new Danube 

bridge called Galvani in the south of 

the city, Gulyás said.

ROOF OF BUILDING 
HOUSING OPPOSITION 
DK LAWMAKERS’ OFFICES 
BURNT OUT

The roof of a four-storey building in 

Budapest’s 6th district caught fire on 

Saturday afternoon, the Budapest 

Disaster Management Directorate said. 

The building houses the offices of the 

opposition Democratic Coalition (DK). 

The 400sqm roof structure of the building 

on the Teréz Ring Road was in flames and 

around 40 firefighters with ten vehicles 

extinguished the fire. There were no 

reports of injuries, Péter Kolozsi, deputy 

spokesman of the Budapest Disaster 

Management Directorate told MTI. The 

cause of the fire will be investigated, he 

added. Earlier in the day an extractor fan in 

a restaurant kitchen located on the ground 

floor caught fire but this was extinguished 

by firefighters. It is not yet known whether 

the two fires are linked, Kolozsi said.

Sándor Rónai, DK’s spokesman, 

told MTI that the building houses 

the offices of DK parliamentary 

representatives and the party’s 

foundation, and the fire affected the 

floor where these offices are located. 

He said DK had no information about 

the cause or the circumstances of the 

fire. “There were no staff members in 

the offices at the time of the fire and 

we are not aware of any personal 

injuries”. All of DK’s offices were 

destroyed in the fire which affected 

the building’s 5th floor, he said. It has 

caused serious material damage but no 

personal injuries, Rónai added.

PÁRBESZÉD CALLS ON 
FOREIGN MINISTER TO 
RESIGN OvER GRUEvSKI 
AFFAIR 

Opposition Párbeszéd has called 

on the Hungarian foreign minister 

to resign over the case of former 

Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola 

Gruevski, who is seeking asylum in 

Hungary, the party’s spokesman said. 

The circumstances of Gruevski’s arrival 

in Hungary have not been properly 

clarified since the affair came to 

light five days ago, Richárd Barabás 

told a press conference held in front 

of the foreign ministry. He said it 

was unclear “why the Hungarian 

government helped Gruevski flee” 

his home country and has stopped 

short of extraditing the Macedonian 

politician to his home country so 

that he may start his prison term in 

line with domestic and international 

law. Under a 1969 decree, Hungary 

must extradite Gruevski, who is 

wanted on an international warrant, 

to Macedonia since he entered the 

country without a passport, said 

Barabás.

Responsibility lies with the 

government, including the prime 

minister and the head of his office, 

he said. But it is the foreign minister 

who should resign since, according to 

press reports, members of Hungarian 

embassies in Tirana and Montenegro 

assisted Gruevski and were “actively 

involved in brining Gruevski to 

Hungary”, he added.
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The opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) said it plans to file 

a criminal complaint against the 

Hungarian prime minister for 

people smuggling and promotion 

of illegal border crossing. DK deputy 

leader Csaba Molnár told a press 

conference on Friday that Viktor 

Orbán’s government “has been 

lying” about the circumstances of 

Gruevski’s flight to Hungary and 

pointed to Albanian press reports 

that Gruevski had left Albania in a car 

belonging to the Hungarian embassy 

in Tirana. “The government is not only 

hiding a convicted criminal but has 

helped him illegally cross the border,” 

Molnar insisted, demanding that 

the government disclose details of 

“smuggling the criminal into Hungary” 

and proposed that parliament should 

have the affair on its agenda next 

Monday. 

In response, ruling Fidesz called 

it natural that the Hungarian 

authorities made it possible for a 

people’s party politician threatened 

and persecuted by a left-wing 

government backed by George 

Soros to apply for asylum in Hungary. 

“In some other Socialist-led EU 

countries, such as Malta, journalists 

are being murdered” while in other 

countries “Socialist governments 

are threatening their predecessors,” 

Fidesz said in a statement. In line 

with Hungary’s “unbroken legal 

practice”, all those that are “in fact 

persecuted” in their homeland are 

granted asylum. The Hungarian 

authorities are still assessing 

Gruevski’s application and have still 

to make a decision, Fidesz said. 

Gruevski held office between 2006 

and 2016. An arrest warrant was 

issued earlier this week after he failed 

to start a two-year prison sentence 

for corruption. He announced on his 

Facebook page on Tuesday that he 

was in Budapest and had asked the 

Hungarian authorities for political 

asylum.

LMP DEMANDS GOvT 
ACTION TO CUT AIR 
POLLUTION

The green opposition LMP party has 

demanded the government take 

action to reduce air pollution. LMP 

lawmaker Péter Ungár told a press 

conference on Sunday that Hungary’s 

air pollution data were “dramatic”. 

The European Union has started 

a related infringement procedure 

against Hungary, he noted. WHO 

data suggests that Hungary ranks 

17th from last in terms of air pollution, 

while China is seventh. Budapest has 

the least square meters of green space 

per person in the European Union, he 

added.

Ungár said expanding green areas 

could be a solution to the city’s 

pollution problem but districts under 

the ruling Fidesz party were going 

in the opposite direction.  LMP has 

contacted the relevant ministries and 

government offices with a request for 

the relevant data in the public interest. 

The party also plans to carry out its 

own air pollution tests, he said.

HOLLIK: FIDESZ-LED 
GROUP EXPECTS UNHCR 
RESPONSE ON ‘MIGRANT 
CARD’ ISSUE

Hungary’s Fidesz-led alliance expects 

the United Nations High Commissioner 

for Refugees to respond in connection 

with the issue of “migrant cards”, the 

ruling parties’ group spokesman told 

press conference.

István Hollik said Hungary wanted 

“a straight answer” concerning how 

many migrants arriving in Europe 

were “paid” by the United Nations, how 

many types of cards were in circulation 

and funded by the UNHCR, how much 

money the organisation had paid out 

via the cards as well as how much 

money each migrant received. He 

noted these questions have already 

been addressed to the European 

Commission president and the 

European Parliament’s LIBE committee 

without any response so far.

“I’d also like to know what the UN 

High Commissioner for Refugees 

thinks about the possibility that the 

money doled out through the cards 

can be used for people smuggling and 

financing terrorism,” he added. Hollik 

said the questions were relevant since 

the UN has a standpoint on migration 

and various UN leaders openly make 

pro-migration statements while 

attacking Hungarian anti-migration 

policy.

The spokesman said the UN is still 

working on adopting a migration 

pact whose aim is to make migration 
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a fundamental human right. “Fidesz, 

the Christian Democrats and the 

Hungarian government resolutely 

reject this,” he said, adding several 

other countries besides Hungary, 

including Austria, the Czech Republic, 

Bulgaria and the United States, rejected 

the UN document.

MOMENTUM PROTESTS 
IN SUPPORT OF CEU IN 
BUDAPEST

A protest to express solidarity with 

the Central European University, 

organised by the Momentum 

Movement, was held with over 1,000 

participants in central Budapest 

on Friday. Independent lawmaker 

Bernadett Szél told the event that 

the government had a problem 

with the CEU because the university 

taught people to think independently 

instead of “regurgitating ready-made 

answers”. Those in power have named 

the “Soros network” as an enemy, yet 

such a network does not even exist, 

she said.

Momentum Movement leader 

András Fekete-Győr told the crowd 

that Prime Minister Viktor Orbán uses 

“the language of brute force” and “will 

run over everyone who stay silent”. 

Fekete-Győr asked leaders in higher 

education, health care and public 

education to join forces, and promised 

that Momentum would support them.

FORMER POSTABANK CEO 
GÁBOR PRINCZ DIES

Gábor Princz, a former chief executive 

of Postabank, has died aged 62, his 

family told commercial broadcaster 

ATV. According to a family obituary 

published on the ATV website, Princz 

died “tragically and suddenly” on 

Saturday in Vienna. 

Princz became a member of the 

National Bank of Hungary after 

graduating from Karl Marx University 

of Economics and then went on to take 

the reins at Postabank between 1988 

and 1998.

ORBÁN SENDS 
CONDOLENCES OvER 
BISHOP’S DEATH 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has written 

a letter of condolence to the family 

of Géza Pap, the former Bishop of 

the Transylvanian Reformed Church 

District, noting that Pap had devoted 

his whole life to Jesus Christ and the 

cause of Transylvania’s Hungarian 

Reformed Church community. A 

copy of the letter was forwarded 

to MTI on Saturday, the day of Pap’s 

funeral. Orbán said he was shaken to 

learn of the bishop’s death. He said the 

bishop had been guided throughout 

his service to God by the principles of 

loyalty and discipline.

ORBÁN ATTENDS 
INAUGURATION OF 
SOCCER ACADEMY IN 
SLOvAKIA

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán attended 

the inauguration of the soccer academy 

of Dunajska Streda (Dunaszerdahely) 

in southern Slovakia established with 

Hungarian support, on Friday.

“By now it has become clear that 

cooperation and mutual support 

enable the central European countries 

to provide a more peaceful and better 

life for their citizens,” he said. “This is 

what multiplies their strengths and the 

voice of central European nations, even 

in Brussels.” Orbán said the Hungarian 

government is supporting further 

soccer academies in neighbouring 

countries, for instance in Mukachevo 

(Munkács) in Ukraine, Sfântu Gheorghe 

(Sepsiszentgyörgy) in Romania, Osijek 

(Eszék) in Croatia, Lendava (Lendva) 

in Slovenia, as well as Rimskava 

Sobota (Rimaszombat) and Komarno 

(Komárno) in Slovakia.


