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UPCOMING EVENTSPHOTO OF THE DAY
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The Prime Minister’s Office said that Gruevski had indicated his intent to apply for asylum at a Hungarian foreign mission, and 

the Hungarian authorities decided that, for safety reasons, the application should be submitted and the former Macedonian 

prime minister interviewed in Budapest. The PM’s Office said earlier that it considers the assessment of Gruevski’s asylum 

claim a purely legal matter and relevant procedures will be conducted in line with Hungarian and international law.

Gruevski is staying in Hungary legally, in line with asylum regulations, the office said, adding that the authorities would not 

provide further information until the procedures are concluded.

Gruevski led the Macedonian government office between 2006 and 2016. An arrest warrant was issued earlier this week 

after he failed to start a two-year prison sentence for corruption. Gruevski announced on his Facebook page on Tuesday 

that he was in Budapest and had asked the Hungarian authorities for political asylum.

Neither the Hungarian state nor the Hungarian authorities have provided any 
assistance to former Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski to leave his country, the 
Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office said, in response to “allegations and fake news”.

HUNGArY DID NoT HeLP GrUevSKI LeAve HomeLAND

Diaspora Council plenary session
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DK To FILe CrImINAL 
ComPLAINT AGAINST Pm 
For PeoPLe SmUGGLING

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has announced that it would 

file a criminal complaint against the 

Hungarian prime minister for people 

smuggling and promotion of illegal 

border crossing.

DK deputy leader Csaba Molnár said 

that Viktor Orbán’s government “has 

been lying” about former Macedonian 

PM Nikola Gruevski’s fleeing to 

Hungary and pointed to Albanian press 

reports that Gruevski had left Albania 

in a car belonging to the Hungarian 

embassy in Tirana. “The government 

is not only hiding a convicted criminal 

but has helped him illegally cross the 

border,” Molnár insisted.

The DK politician demanded that the 

government should disclose details of 

“smuggling the criminal into Hungary” 

and proposed that parliament should 

have the affair on its agenda next Monday.

UN eXPerTS SUSPeND 
HUNGArY vISIT

UN human rights experts suspended 

an official visit to Hungary after 

they had been denied access to the 

transit zones at Röszke and Tompa 

on the Hungary-Serbia border, the 

UN Human Rights Office of the High 

Commissioner (OHCHR) said on its 

website on Thursday.

According to the statement, the 

organisation has credible reports 

concerning the lack of safeguards 

against arbitrary detention in these 

facilities.

“There can be no doubt that holding 

migrants in these ‘transit zones’ 

constitutes deprivation of liberty in 

accordance with international law,” 

said Elina Steinerte and Setondji Roland 

Adjovi, members of the UN Working 

Group on Arbitrary Detention.

The delegation had been invited by 

Hungary to conduct a visit from 12 to 

16 November 2018 in order to follow 

up on its 2013 recommendations.

Under the terms of reference for visits 

by independent experts appointed 

by the UN’s Human Rights Council, 

governments are required to guarantee 

freedom of inquiry particularly as regards 

to “confidential and unsupervised 

contacts with persons deprived of their 

liberty”, the statement said.

The experts said they regretted that 

the Hungarian authorities have not 

respected those undertakings and 

as a result the Working Group was 

prevented from fulfilling its mandate, 

it added.

“Unimpeded access to all places of 

deprivation of liberty including these 

transit zones must be guaranteed to 

independent international, regional 

and national organisations,” the 

experts said. “This is vital for the 

protection of the human rights in a 

country governed by rule of law.”

At the same time, the Working Group 

said it hoped that the government 

of Hungary would enter into a 

constructive dialogue to enable the 

delegates resume their visit in the 

near future and to work together to 

establish effective safeguards against 

the risk of arbitrary deprivation of 

liberty in Hungary.

German news agency dpa said that 

under Hungary’s new asylum law, 

Serbia is labelled as a safe country 

and any asylum seeker who transits 

through Serbia is therefore rejected 

by Hungarian authorities.

DIASPorA CoUNCIL 
memberS ProTeST 
INTImIDATIoN oF eTHNIC 
HUNGArIANS

The members of the Hungarian 

Diaspora Council resolutely protest 

against the intimidation and curbing 

of rights of ethnic Hungarians in 

Transcarpathia, the body said after its 

Thursday meeting.

In a statement, the council confirms 

its support for ethnic Hungarian 

communities in the Carpathian Basin 

in their fight for rights and secure living 

conditions.

The members of the council also 

welcomed that more than 1 million 

ethnic Hungarians have become part 

of the nation in legal terms as a result 

of simplified citizenship procedures and 

said this was of historic importance.

Further, they praised a proposal to 

allow Hungarian citizens without a 

permanent European Union address 

to vote in the European parliamentary 

elections. They said Hungarians played 

a special role in shaping the future 

of Europe and preserving European 

culture.
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ProSeCUTIoN INveSTIGATorS 
QUeSTIoN FIDeSZ mP 
SUSPeCTeD oF GrAFT

Hungary’s investigative prosecution 

service (KNYF) questioned Fidesz 

MP György Simonka as a suspect in 

connection with its probe of organised 

crime that caused big losses to the 

budget, among other crimes.

Chief investigative prosecutor Imre 

Keresztes said that Simonka had made 

a complaint concerning the charge, 

denied criminal activity and said he 

would make a statement later.

The speaker of parliament’s order 

suspending Simonka’s immunity was 

received on Monday. The KNYF and 

the National Bureau of Investigations 

raided several properties this week, 

seizing equipment and assets, he said.

According to the charges, Simonka 

obtained aid from the European Union 

and the Hungarian budget unlawfully by 

exploiting fruit and vegetable producers 

and organisations. The estimated losses 

incurred to the budget exceed 1.4 billion 

forints (EUR 4.3m), it added.

Based on charges brought by the 

national tax authority’s (NAV) anti-money 

laundering unit, the Prosecutor’s Office has 

so far questioned 34 people as suspects, 

none of whom are being detained.

On October 29, parliament voted 

unanimously to suspend Simonka’s 

immunity at the request of the public 

prosecutor, Péter Polt.

Simonka and his associates are 

suspected of inflating the price of 

investments and assets by buying real 

estate cheaply and then, after minimal 

development, quoting fictitious valuations.

At the end of 2009, he started building 

up a circle of accomplices for unlawfully 

accessing grants. NAV launched an 

investigation in mid-2014 and the case was 

taken up by the KNYF in February 2016.

beNKŐ: v4 To SeT UP 
JoINT bATTLeGroUP

A new joint Visegrad Group battlegroup 

starting operations in the second half of 

2019 will be joined by Croatia, Hungary’s 

defence minister said.

At a Thursday meeting of V4 defence 

ministers in Slovakia, Croatia’s offer to 

join the battlegroup was accepted, 

Tibor Benkő said.

The other key topic of the meeting 

was migration, he noted. All V4 

member states share the view that 

the uncontrolled entry of migrants is a 

threat to security. The Hungarian armed 

forces have been actively participating 

in Schengen border protection since the 

summer of 2015 and every V4 country has 

contributed to these efforts, Benkő said.

FINANCe mINISTer 
reveALS PLAN To ISSUe 
PeNSIoN SAvINGS boND

Finance Minister Mihály Varga revealed 

plans to issue a government bond targeted 

at Hungarians who want to save for 

retirement in an interview with commercial 

television broadcaster Echo TV.

The bonds would have a slightly 

better yield when redeemed at 

retirement age, Varga said.

There ought to be an opportunity 

for retirement savings to play a role in 

state debt management, he added, 

noting precedents in other countries.

Varga said the bonds would 

complement other voluntary 

pension savings schemes such as 

pension savings accounts, known by 

the Hungarian acronym nyesz, and 

voluntary pension funds.

HUNGArIAN embASSY 
IN WASHINGToN breAKS 
GroUND For bUSINeSS 
PromoTIoN AND 
DeveLoPmeNT CAmPUS

The Hungarian embassy in Washington 

D.C. held a groundbreaking ceremony for 

its Business Promotion and Development 

Campus. Ambassador László Szabó said 

the centre, which will help innovative 

Hungarian companies gain a foothold 

in the United States, would be completed 

sometime in the spring.

orbÁN ATTeNDS KUrTÁG 
oPerA PremIere IN mILAN

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 

Orbán attended the premiere of the 

first opera by renowned Hungarian 

contemporary composer György 

Kurtág in Milan’s La Scala.

“Events such as tonight’s fill us 

Hungarians with pride,” Orbán told 

cultural news channel M5 prior to the 

Thursday performance.

Kurtág’s opera “Fin de Partie” is 

based on Samuel Beckett’s classic 

Endgame published in 1957.


