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Hungary should gradually remove its unilateral dependence on Russian energy, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said at a plenary 

session of the Hungarian Diaspora Council held in Budapest. Hungary needs to build its internal capacities and diversify 

access to foreign energy sources, he said in the wide-ranging speech. From that aspect, the upgrade of the Paks nuclear 

plant is of key importance in terms of maintaining Hungary’s sovereignty, he added. 

Orbán also said Hungary aimed to be among the five best and most competitive countries of the European Union by 

2030, a country in which “it is best to live and work”. In the shorter term, Orbán said “the culture of patriotism should be 

promoted and the culture of self-hatred suppressed”. By 2022, the country’s competitiveness will have “tangibly improved”, 

new “demographic incentives” will have been launched and an independent Hungarian army developed. In terms of the 

military, Hungary “lags behind” other countries in the region, he said, insisting that “a country cannot be strong without 

an army capable of protecting it”. 

Hungary’s prime minister has indicated that aims over the next decade include 
reducing the country’s exposure to Russian gas.
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ORBÁN: HUNGARY 
DEVELOPS TIES IN REGION 
BASED ON TRUST 

Concerning Hungary’s bilateral ties, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said that 

the country had developed “relations 

based on trust” with Slovakia, Croatia, 

Slovenia, and Serbia in recent years. 

At a plenary session of the Hungarian 

Diaspora Council held in Budapest, 

he insisted that it was “obvious that 

cooperation is always more profitable 

than animosity”, adding that the 

government’s goal was to further 

develop that cooperation. 

On the subject of Ukraine, however, 

Orbán said it was a country “without 

a creditable timeline for accession to 

either NATO or the EU”. He added that 

he saw no chance of an agreement 

between his government and Ukraine’s 

incumbent leadership. Noting 

Ukraine’s upcoming presidential 

election, he said that “it will become 

clear whether the current anti-

Hungarian tendency continues or 

the new presidential administration 

decides to cooperate with Hungary.” 

Hungary’s government, he said, is 

in contact with all potential winners 

and talks are under way to ensure 

that “a situtation which is bad both for 

Hungary and Ukraine ends and Ukraine 

returns to the path of friendship and a 

strategic alliance with Hungary.” “This is 

the only path for Ukraine to join NATO 

and the EU,” he added.  “We have rights 

and opportunities. We expect Ukraine 

... not to persecute those Hungarians 

that are citizens of Ukraine,” Orbán 

said. “Ukraine should make use of the 

opportunity provided by Hungary 

to contribute to the development 

of Transcarpathia and areas beyond 

as well as Ukraine’s stabilisation and 

development.” 

Meanwhile, the prime minister 

said he expected that Europe’s 

institutions after next year’s European 

Parliamentary elections would be 

“more strongly associated with the 

continent’s traditional values and 

roots”. After the elections in May, 

Europe’s politics are likely to become 

“more nationalist, right-wing, and more 

Christian,” Orbán said. He said that 

hopefully the European Commission, 

“which now considers itself a political 

player, will resume its role as guardian 

of the [EU] basic treaty”.

Regarding Hungary-US ties, Orbán 

said the US administration “does not 

consider its role is to decide what’s 

in the Hungarian constitution”. “Not 

only are military and economic ties in 

order but political relations are too,” 

he said. 

Concerning Turkey, Egypt, and 

Israel, Orbán said that stability in those 

countries was in Hungary’s key interest 

in light of illegal migration. Should 

those countries become unstable, 

migration pressure on Europe could 

grow “exponentially”, he said. 

Regarding Asia, Orbán said his 

government’s efforts to develop 

relations with China, India, Vietnam 

and Indonesia were motivated “purely 

by business, without any political 

preconditions”.

GULYÁS: GOVT TO TURN 
TO EU, UN OVER ‘MIGRANT 
CARDS’ 

The government will ask the EU and 

the United Nations for clarification 

concerning “unclear circumstances” 

surrounding debit cards issued to 

migrants, the head of the Prime 

Minister’s Office said at a weekly 

government press briefing on 

Thursday. Gergely Gulyás called it 

“unacceptable” that migrants were 

to be granted debit cards without 

personal identification, saying it 

posed risks in terms of fighting 

terrorism, people smuggling 

and money laundering. He also 

welcomed the European Parliament’s 

recent rejection of the introduction 

of a European “humanitarian visa 

system”.

Concerning former Macedonian 

Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski’s recent 

request for asylum in Hungary, Gulyás 

said it was “a legal rather than an inter-

governmental matter”. He said that 

the Hungarian state had not helped 

Gruevski to exit Macedonia. The former 

prime minister had filed a declaration 

of intent to apply for asylum at a 

Hungarian diplomatic mission outside 

Macedonia, Gulyás said. For security 

reasons, it was decided that Gruevski 

should be interviewed in Budapest 

rather than in the transit zone. “This is 

“general practice with former political 

leaders.”

“Gruevski has not met Prime Minister 

Viktor Orbán,” Gulyás said. The 
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Hungarian authorities will follow the 

relevant “security protocol” to ensure 

that Gruevski does not leave Hungary, 

he added.

Commenting on developments in 

connection with Brexit, Gulyás said 

the EU would lose a net contributor 

to its budget with Britain’s departure. 

Britain’s contribution has accounted 

for 12-13%, Gulyás said, adding that 

all remaining member states should 

proportionately increase their 

contributions or accept a similar rate 

of decrease in available EU funding 

during the next cycle.

Asked about a mobile billboard 

campaign launched by Guy 

Verhofstadt, leader of the Alliance of 

Liberals and Democrats for Europe 

in the European Parliament, Gulyás 

said: “European liberals employ a 

broad spectrum of political tools”. He 

called the campaign “revenge” by US 

billionaire George Soros, supported by 

European liberals.

Meanwhile, Gulyás said the 

government will allocate 80 billion 

forints (EUR 247m) for upgrading 

the capital’s metro 3. The funding 

will be available from the end of 

2019 and may be used through 

2022, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ: W BALKANS 
NEEDS HELP TO STOP 
MIGRANTS 

The Western Balkans needs help 

in fighting illegal migration, Péter 

Szijjártó, the foreign minister, said 

in Pristina. The United Nations and 

the European Commission support 

migration processes, he said. “Rather 

than chaotically distributing all kinds 

of anonymous [pre-paid bank] 

cards for migrants, help should be 

provided to Western Balkan countries 

so they can stop inflows of migrants,” 

he said.

Szijjártó met several members of 

the Kosovo government and the 

head of state. He told MTI that a small 

country such as Kosovo could help 

stop migration if it remained stable 

and kept control of its borders.

Meanwhile, the minister said 

that Hungary is raising the number 

of soldiers serving in KFOR, the 

international peacekeeping force 

operating under NATO in Kosovo. 

Around 400 Hungarian soldiers 

currently serve in KFOR. Hungary also 

wants to put forward a Hungarian 

candidate for the next command post, 

he added. 

Szijjártó also said he had discussed 

economic and European integration 

issues in Pristina with several 

members of the government and 

the head of state. The minister said 

Hungary’s government supports 

Kosovo’s European integration 

endeavours and the conclusion of 

the visa liberalisation process, “given 

that Kosovo has fulfilled all European 

Union preconditions”. He noted that 

a Hungarian foreign ministry adviser 

aided Kosovo’s minister for European 

integration. 

Szijjártó also told Kosovan politicians 

that Hungary supports Kosovo-Serbia 

dialogue. Hopefully, he added, both 

would conclude a pact to enhance 

stability in the Western Balkans.

He noted that a contract for a 62 

million euro investment loan was 

signed. As part of this, the Hungarian 

state’s toll service provider will build 

a 6 million euro road safety system 

in Kosovo. Also, the two sides agreed 

on the final text of an investment 

protection accord and sent it to the 

European Union for approval. Further, 

it was also agreed that HungaroControl 

will continue to provide air control in 

the high airspace of Kosovo.

KÖVÉR MEETS V4 
COUNTERPARTS IN 
BRATISLAVA 

Next year’s European Parliamentary 

elections could have a bigger impact 

on the community’s future than any 

earlier EP vote, László Kövér, Hungary’s 

parliamentary speaker, told a meeting 

of his Visegrad Group counterparts in 

Bratislava. “The time has come for a 

real debate of values in connection 

with the European Union’s future,” he 

said, noting that there was currently 

no consensus regarding values that 

serve as a basis for the EU’s further 

integration. He said the outcome 

of the vote could decide whether 

“Europe heads for integration or 

disintegration”. Kövér insisted that 

the dispute was between two 

“camps”, one with those “promoting 

childlessness, having no identity 

or state” while the other dedicated 

to opposing those ideals. Hungary 

belonged to the latter, Kövér said.
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Kövér said that any attempt 

to introduce a “supranational 

government” in Europe was “anti-

democratic and to be rejected”. 

Democratic legitimacy does not 

go hand in hand with a centralised 

European government, he added.

On the subject of migration, Kövér 

said, “We want to stop illegal migration, 

protect the external borders and 

promote cooperation with third 

countries.” 

FOREIGN MINISTER 
INFORMS MACEDONIAN 
COUNTERPART ON 
GRUEVSKI ASYLUM 
REQUEST 

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó and Nikola Dimitrov, his 

Macedonian counterpart, talked by 

phone and Szijjártó said that former 

Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski’s 

request for asylum in Hungary was 

“a legal rather than political matter”. 

Hungary’s authorities will “assess the 

application fully in line with relevant 

international regulations,” the ministry 

said in a statement. Szijjártó also 

assured his counterpart of Hungary’s 

continued support for Macedonia’s 

endeavours to join the European Union 

and NATO, the ministry said.

MEP SLAMS LEFT WING 
FOR REVIVING ISSUE OF 
MIGRANT VISAS

Fidesz MEP Kinga Gál on Thursday 

slammed the “left wing” for returning 

the issue of so-called humanitarian 

migrant visas to the agenda of 

the European Parliament by citing 

“procedural errors” in the vote. The pro-

migrant majority in the EP “won’t give 

up” and wants to find a way to “push 

through” migrant visas, which they 

present as a humanitarian measure, 

Gál told MTI by phone.

The Fidesz MEP said that after 

suffering a defeat, left-wing MEPs 

asked for the issue to be debated 

again because some of them had 

abandoned voting during the 

process after being led to believe 

that a result already had been 

secured. “On this basis, every vote 

would have to be repeated,” Gál said. 

The MEPs of the European People’s 

Party were against holding the 

debate again but “the pro-migrant 

majority won”, she said. The EP’s 

Conference of Delegation Chairs on 

Thursday decided to send a proposal 

on the introduction of humanitarian 

migrant visas to a second vote after 

it was suggested that the resolution 

was first rejected due to a procedural 

error.

ORBÁN MARKS POLAND 
INDEPENDENCE 
ANNIVERSARY

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán greeted 

Poland and its people on the centenary 

of the state of Poland regaining its 

independence, in a letter sent to his 

counterpart Mateusz Morawiecki. The 

centenary is an important celebration 

for the Polish nation, Orbán said. 

ORBÁN MEETS US 
AMBASSADOR FOR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán met 

Sam Brownback, US Ambassador 

for International Religious Freedom, 

for talks on joint efforts to protect 

persecuted Christians and fight anti-

Semitism in Europe. Concern was 

expressed that “partly as a result of 

the migration crisis” anti-Semitism was 

again spreading in Europe. Brownback 

said it was gratifying that cooperation 

between the Hungarian and American 

leaderships was steadily improving, 

and Orbán insisted that Hungarian-

American relations were “excellent”, 

the PM’s press chief said.

OFFICIAL: HUNGARY’S 
MIGRATION POLICY 
REASON FOR VENICE 
COMMISSION 
ASSESSMENT 

The Venice Commission is assessing 

a law on Hungary’s migration 

tax, a government official said on 

Thursday, because the country’s 

migration policy “is at odds with 

the majority of related policies in 

Europe”. Representatives of the 

Prime Minister’s Office and the 

Justice Ministry met on Thursday 

with a delegation of the Venice 

Commission and the Council of 

Europe, in Hungary to assess the law 

on the special migration tax, state 

secretary at the Prime Minister’s 
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Office Balázs Orbán noted. In line 

with the law in force since August 

25, organisations involved in assisting 

illegal migration are expected to 

pay 25 % special tax on any funding 

they receive, Orbán said. The Venice 

Commission is assessing this law 

despite the Hungarian government’s 

understanding that it is a taxation 

matter and there is no connection 

between basic rights and the special 

tax, he added.

Every state has the right to impose 

taxes on activities that result in costs 

to society but do not serve society’s 

common aims, he said. The migration 

wave has resulted in serious costs in 

Hungary which have been paid by 

Hungarian taxpayers, totalling nearly 

1 billion euros, he added. 

Orbán said the meeting with the 

Venice Commission delegation had 

confirmed a difference in opinion 

between the organisation and 

Hungary regarding the attitude to 

migration. Hungary has been “put in 

the corner” in international political 

and legal forums because its migration 

policy is different from the majority in 

Europe, he added. “Hungary will stand 

by its position even if the majority 

of international institutions do not 

like this,” he said, insisting that the 

state has the right to impose taxes 

on activities that support migration, 

he said. No matter what the Venice 

Commission’s final assessment is, the 

Hungarian government and parliament 

have the right to hold a different 

opinion, he said. The final assessment is 

expected to be approved at the Venice 

Commission meeting on December 14-

15, he added.

BRITISH AMBASSADOR: 
HUNGARIANS WORKING  
IN UK SAFE 

The situation of Hungarian citizens 

working in Britain will remain stable 

in light of the recent draft Brexit 

agreement between the European 

Union and the United Kingdom, 

the British ambassador to Hungary 

told public news channel M1. The 

draft adopted on Wednesday will 

resolve the situation of the 3.5 

million EU citizens working in the 

United Kingdom, including 250,000 

Hungarians, Iain Lindsay said. Britain 

highly appreciates the economic 

and cultural contribution made by 

foreign citizens working in the country, 

he said. The draft, if passed by the 

UK Parliament on Thursday, will be 

submitted to a special EU summit on 

November 25.

RISK OF OVERVALUATION 
ON BUDAPEST HOME 
MARKET CLIMBS 

The risk of overvaluation on the home 

market in Budapest has increased, 

the National Bank of Hungary (NBH) 

said in a biannual report. “Despite 

the steady increase, on a national 

average house prices remain below 

the level justified by macroeconomic 

fundamentals, but in Budapest the 

risk of overvaluation has increased, 

and consequently careful monitoring 

of market developments in the capital 

has become even more important,” 

according to the Housing Market 

Report. The NBH noted that price 

growth disparities between Budapest 

and other localities in the country had 

continued to grow. House prices rose 

by an annual 20.2% in the capital in the 

second quarter and were estimated 

to have climbed 23.9% in Q3. House 

prices in other cities were up an 

annual 16.3% in Q2, and the average 

per-square-metre price of a home in 

such communities was only 37% of the 

average in Budapest.

“All factors are pointing towards 

quickening demand”, the NBH said 

in the report, citing the improved 

financial position of households, 

supported by wage growth and 

long-term income prospects. It noted 

that home loan outlays increased by 

almost 40% year on year in the first 

half, but the volume was still at only 

80% of the level in 2008, before the 

start of the global financial crisis. In 

international comparison, home loans 

as a percentage of GDP “can be viewed 

as quite low”, it added.


