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Gruevski said on his Facebook page on Tuesday that he was staying in Budapest and had sought political asylum in Hungary.

The Prime Minister’s Office told MTI that Gruevski had filed a declaration of intent to apply for refugee status.

Hungarian authorities allowed the former Macedonian prime minister to submit his asylum application and have his hearing 

take place at the national immigration and citizenship office’s headquarters for safety reasons, the statement added. The 

immigration office is handling the asylum procedure in line with Hungarian and international law, it said.

The PM’s Office stressed that Macedonia is a strategic partner and important ally to Hungary.

“Close cooperation between the two countries is an important cornerstone of the development of the Balkan region and 

Europe’s security,” the statement said.

Hungary’s partnership in international relations is with the Macedonian government, the office said, adding that Hungary 

therefore had no intention of interfering in the internal affairs of sovereign countries.

Former Macedonian Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski has submitted an asylum 
application to the Hungarian authorities, the Prime Minister’s Office confirmed  
in a statement.

PM’S OFFICE CONFIRMS GRUEVSKI ASYLUM CLAIM
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HIDVÉGHI: HUNGARY  
TO GRANT ASYLUM 
TO THOSE ‘IN FACT 
PERSECUTED’

In line with Hungary’s “unbroken legal 

practice” all those that are “in fact 

persecuted” in their homeland will be 

granted asylum under a decision by 

relevant authorities, Balázs Hidvéghi, 

communications chief of ruling Fidesz, 

said in his reply to a question concerning 

former Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski.

Hidvéghi told a press conference 

that Gruevski is “at the moment being 

persecuted and threatened by a leftist 

government backed by George Soros”. 

Hidvéghi added that in “some other, 

Socialist-led EU countries, such as 

Malta, journalists are murdered” while 

in other countries “political rivals are 

just threatened and harassed”. 

Hidvéghi said he had no information 

as to how Gruevski had come to 

Hungary or where he was staying. 

Gruevski held office between 2006 

and 2016. An arrest warrant was issued 

earlier this week after he failed to start a 

two-year prison sentence for corruption. 

He announced on his Facebook page 

on Tuesday that he was in Budapest and 

had asked the Hungarian authorities for 

political asylum.

DK CALLS ON GOVT  
TO REFUSE ASYLUM  
TO GRUEVSKI

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

refuse a request for political asylum 

by former Macedonian Prime Minister 

Nikola Gruevski, who is wanted in his 

home country. DK wants to know how 

Gruevski was able to enter Hungary 

and travel to Budapest without a 

passport, the party group’s spokesman 

Zsolt Gréczy, told a press conference. 

Citing information published in the 

Macedonian press, he also said it 

should be revealed whether Gruevski 

was indeed in hiding in the Hungarian 

prime minister’s house. Gréczy raised 

the question of how Gruevski had 

been able to pass through Hungary’s 

transit zone, given that he had travelled 

from a safe third country and passed 

through another safe country on the 

way. He said he also wanted to know 

whether Viktor Orbán had promised 

him protection or helped him to flee. 

The liberal opposition Párbeszéd 

party has called on Orbán to 

immediately launch a procedure 

to extradite Gruevski. Párbeszéd 

spokesman Richárd Barabás told a 

press conference that Gruevski was 

“persona non grata” in Hungary 

and that “he belongs behind bars”. 

Macedonia lies in an intersection 

of two interest groups of countries, 

Barabás said, and called on Orbán to 

decide whether he wanted to act as 

an ally of Russia or that of the West. 

He also called on the prime minister to 

reveal how Gruevski, whom he called 

an “illegal migrant”, had managed to 

enter Hungary via that southern border 

without a passport. Orbán, he said, 

must also comment on reports that say 

he is hiding Gruevski in his own house.

JOBBIK DEMANDS 
GRUEVSKI’S ARREST, 
EXTRADITION

The conservative Jobbik party has 

demanded the immediate arrest and 

extradition of former Macedonian 

Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski, who is 

wanted in his home country. MP Ádám 

Mirkóczki told a press conference that 

the Macedonian politician is believed 

to have entered Hungary by car.

Jobbik demands from the interior 

ministry to explain “how it was possible 

for a criminal to make his way through 

the southern border Hungary has 

reinforced by spending hundreds of 

billions of forints”, he said.

If Gruevski entered Hungary using 

false documents that reveals serious 

shortcomings in border security, 

Mirkóczki said. “But if he arrived 

here with Hungarian government 

help, there should be personal 

consequences,” he said.

Hungary has listed Macedonia as a safe 

country, Mirkóczki said, adding that Gruevski 

is a “criminal, not an asylum-seeker”.

Mirkóczki, who is the head of 

parliament’s national security 

committee, initiated that the body 

should deal with Gruevski’s case during 

its meeting next Tuesday. 

SZIJJÁRTÓ: HUNGARY  
IN FAVOUR OF BOOSTING 
EU DEFENCE

Hungary is in favour of boosting the 

European Union’s defence capabilities 
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and urges the continent to do more in 

this respect, the foreign minister said 

on Wednesday. Addressing a press 

conference on a different subject, 

Peter Szijjártó reacted to German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s recent call 

for the creation of a joint EU military. 

The minister noted that Hungary, too, 

had put forward a similar proposal in 

the past. But as a member of NATO, 

Hungary considers it important to 

avoid any parallels between a potential 

EU military and the North Atlantic 

alliance, he said, arguing that they 

could lead to operational difficulties 

or new conflicts. Szijjártó said an EU 

military was necessary to fend off the 

external threats facing the bloc, such 

as illegal immigration.

TRÓCSÁNYI: PUBLIC 
ADMIN COURTS WILL 
SERVE HUNGARY’S 
INTERESTS 

The bill on Hungary’s planned 

public administration courts meets 

European norms, withstands the 

Venice Commission’s criticisms 

and serves Hungary’s interests, the 

Justice Minister told a related debate 

in parliament. László Trócsányi insisted 

the new independent system of 

public administration courts paid 

a debt owed to Hungary’s post-

communist transformation and was 

“an outstanding event in Hungarian 

legal history”.  The new courts are set 

to come into effect on January 1, 2020 

and the legal standing of judges in 

these courts will be identical to other 

court justices, he said. Everybody 

who works as a public administration 

judge today will be transferred to the 

new courts upon request, he added. 

The new courts will be overseen by 

the justice minister rather than the 

National Office for the Judiciary, he 

noted.

JOBBIK MOVES  
TO DECLARE 2020 
TRIANON MEMORIAL YEAR 

Opposition party Jobbik has proposed 

that the Budapest Metropolitan 

Assembly should declare 2020 Trianon 

Memorial Year on the occasion of the 

centenary of the Trianon Peace Treaty 

that stripped Hungary of two-thirds 

of its territory. Marcell Tokody, a 

Budapest representative of the right-

wing opposition party, told a press 

conference that the ruling parties in 

the national legislature had voted 

against Trianon being commemorated 

in 2020. “The government doesn’t 

even want to remember this shameful 

diktat,” he said, adding that Jobbik 

wants to put the issue on the Budapest 

assembly’s agenda. It cannot be 

permitted that Hungary and Budapest 

do not remember “the greatest 

tragedy of Hungarians,” he said.

RÉTVÁRI: LIST OF BANNED 
DESIGNER DRUGS TO BE 
EXTENDED

The government is stepping up its 

fight against designer drugs and has 

added 11 new items to the list of 74 

banned psychoactive substances, 

the human resources ministry state 

secretary said.

Bence Rétvári said in a statement 

that Hungary was among the first 

countries in Europe to react to the 

spread of designer drugs when it 

introduced legal regulations against 

them in 2012. 

HUNGARY WANTS  
TO EXPAND TRANSPORT 
LINKS WITH CROATIA

The Hungarian government aims 

to expand the number of border 

crossing points and transport links 

between Hungary and Croatia, a 

foreign ministry official said on 

Wednesday. Hungary and Croatia’s 

355 kilometre-long shared border 

at this point only has seven public 

road border crossing points, deputy 

state secretary Péter Kiss-Parciu told 

a conference in Zalakaros, in western 

Hungary. The government wants to 

expand the number of legal border 

crossing points and public transport 

links between the two countries, 

he said. Hungary and Croatia are 

conducting high-level talks on the 

matter, Kiss-Parciu added.

Among the ongoing cross-border 

development projects, the deputy 

state secretary named the demining 

of the Baranya county border region 

– which the European Union is 

supporting with a 3 million euro grant 

– and the disbursement of 10 million 

euros among Hungarian and Croatian 

SMEs.
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Márton Szűcs, who heads the joint 

secretariat overseeing Hungarian-

Croatian cooperation schemes, said 

that in the 2014-2020 funding period, 

Hungarian and Croatian companies 

can bid for a total of 60.8 million euros 

in funding. Plans are to invite bids for 

another 20 million euros of funding 

for tourism, cultural, education and 

environmental protection-related 

schemes in January, he said.

Q3 GDP GROWS 4.8% YY

Hungary’s third-quarter GDP grew by 

an annual 4.8%, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH) said in a first reading of 

the data. Adjusted for seasonal and 

working-day effects, GDP increased 

by 5% in the third quarter.

In a statement released by his 

ministry, Finance Minister Mihály 

Varga noted that the adjusted Q3 

growth rate was two-and-a-half 

times the European Union average 

and the second-highest among all 

member states. Among the sectors 

contributing to the increase, he 

noted the construction and service 

sectors. He added that rising consumer 

consumption, boosted by higher 

wages and the double-digit increase 

in investments also supports economic 

growth. Speaking on public television 

after the data was released, Varga 

said full-year GDP growth could be 

between 4.3% and 4.5%. The official 

government projection is for GDP 

growth of 4.3%.

ING Bank senior analyst Péter 

Virovácz said Q3 growth exceeded 

expectations. He suggested the farm 

sector or the construction sector 

could have supported the increase, 

while exports of services may have 

countered the weak performance 

of the industrial sector in the trade 

balance. K&H Bank chief analyst 

Dávid Németh said growth was likely 

to slow to 4.5 percent in Q4. He put 

next year’s GDP growth at 3.4 percent, 

fueled by household consumption 

and investments. Takarékbank analyst 

Gergely Suppan said the farm sector’s 

contribution to growth may have been 

boosted by bigger harvests of maize, 

sunflower and grapes.

FARM PPI UP 6.2% IN SEPT 

Agricultural producer prices in 

Hungary increased by an annual 

6.2% in September 2018, the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

said. The price of live animals and 

animal products decreased 2.8%, 

while crop prices were up 12%. 

In January-September, farm gate 

prices rose by an annual 2.2%, with 

crop prices up 4.8% and the price 

of livestock and animal products 

down 2.1%.

HIPA BRINGS 3.5 BILLION 
EUROS IN INVESTMENTS 
TO HUNGARY IN 2017 

The Hungarian Investment 

Promotion Agency (HIPA) 

successfully wound up negotiations 

on 96 projects last year, bringing 

3.5 billion euros of investments 

to the country, HIPA chairman 

Róbert Ésik said in an interview 

published in Wednesday’s issue 

of business daily Világgazdaság. 

These investments are creating 

17,000 jobs, Ésik said. In the 

past four-and-a-half years, HIPA 

has helped bring some 12 billion 

euros of FDI to Hungary for around 

350 investment projects that have 

created 65,000 jobs, the paper said.


