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Péter Szijjártó was in Dubai to attend the annual session of the World Economic Forum’s Global Future Council. Speaking 

to MTI by phone, Szijjártó pointed to earlier European plans to create a trading area “from Lisbon to Vladivostok” and 

suggested that those plans should be implemented. “But we must see that we are very far from that concept,” he said. 

“Economic cooperation between Russia and Europe is headed in a very bad direction. There is significant Russian-European 

cooperation, but it is based on double standards,” Szijjártó insisted. He argued that western European companies were 

making lucrative deals with Russian firms “behind the scenes”. Szijjártó said the “double standards” should be abandoned 

and that cooperation “in general” needed to be rebuilt. Szijjártó added that coupling Europe’s advanced technologies with 

the raw materials of the east would greatly improve Europe’s competitiveness. But he warned that any such restoration 

effort should be “based on mutual respect for one another’s rights and for international law”.

Restoring economic cooperation with Russia is “clearly in the economic interests of 
Europe” in light of the unfolding global trade war, Hungary’s foreign minister has said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ CALLS FOR REBUILDING EU-RUSSIA TIES

Foreign minister, US energy secretary 
hold presser after talks

Plenary session of parliament

President Áder on official visit  
to Lithuania

Stats office releases Sept industrial 
output data in 2nd reading

Head of parlt’s foreign affairs 
committee meets Bulgarian 
counterpart
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GULYÁS: HUNGARY WON’T 
BUDGE ON MIGRATION

Hungary is at the receiving end of a 

smear campaign due to its firm stance 

on migration, but the government will 

make no compromise on the issue, the 

head of the Prime Minister’s Office 

said. Addressing a press conference in 

connection with Monday’s meeting of 

the European Union’s General Affairs 

Council (GAC) in Brussels on the 

launch of the Article 7 procedures 

against Hungary, Gergely Gulyás said 

migration was the only issue on which 

Hungary refuses to compromise with 

the European Commission. Hungary 

believes that only the voters and the 

government have a right to decide 

who should be allowed to enter and 

settle in the country, Gulyás said. He 

added that Hungary was not without 

allies in its fight against migration.

Gulyás said the GAC meeting and the 

events related to it had given “the pro-

migration forces” another opportunity 

to continue their battle against Hungary. 

He said migration was the main source 

of division among Europe’s member 

states today. He said the fact that 

Dutch Green MEP Judith Sargentini, 

the author of the report calling for 

opening the Article 7 procedure 

against Hungary, had met members 

of the GAC at a separate meeting, was 

“yet another violation of the EU’s rules 

of procedure”. Gulyás said migration 

would also be the number one issue 

in next year’s European parliamentary 

election campaign. He said the 

countries supporting migration saw 

an opportunity to “take action” against 

those opposed to it, like Hungary. And 

as part of the election campaign, the 

pro-migration countries will be looking 

to drag out the procedure against 

Hungary for as long as they can, he 

insisted. Gulyás expressed hope that 

after next May’s elections, the political 

forces opposing migration would get 

to form a majority in the EP.

SZIJJÁRTÓ SIGNS ANTI-
TERRORISM COOPERATION 
AGREEMENT WITH UAE

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó signed 

a security cooperation agreement to 

promote the fight against terrorism 

with his counterpart Sheikh Abdullah 

bin Zayed Al Nahyan in the United 

Arab Emirates. Szijjártó told MTI by 

phone that in line with the agreement 

Hungary and the UAE will coordinate 

their anti-terrorism efforts and inform 

each other on actions taken. The 

UAE is a very important player in the 

stability of the Middle East because 

many terrorist organisations are trying 

to set foot on its territory and if they 

succeed it could also pose a danger to 

Europe, he said. Efforts by the UAE are 

critically important in the fight against 

terrorist organisations, including Al-

Qaeda and the Islamic State, Szijjártó 

said. He added that Hungary, too, 

is dedicated to the fight against 

terrorism, as demonstrated by the 200 

Hungarian soldiers fighting against IS 

in Iraq and the country’s involvement 

in several NATO missions.

Szijjártó said he had also signed a 

cooperation agreement under which 

the Emirates Diplomatic Academy and 

the Hungarian Foreign Affairs Institute 

will launch and exchange programme 

for young diplomats. There are still 

plenty of untapped opportunities in 

bilateral economic cooperation with 

the annual trade turnover totalling 

only 210 million dollars. Hungarian 

companies have excellent chances for 

business deals in water management, 

food production and machine 

engineering. Hungary has opened an 

840 million euro credit line in Eximbank 

to help finance bilateral economic 

cooperation, he said.

GOVT SPOX: FIDESZ NOT 
CONCERNED ABOUT CALLS 
FOR EXPULSION FROM EPP

Government spokesman Zoltán 

Kovács rejected calls for Hungary’s 

ruling Fidesz to be expelled from the 

European People’s Party, according to 

Austrian news agency APA. Speaking 

to Austrian media in Vienna, Kovács 

said his party was not concerned 

about such calls, saying that Fidesz 

was arguably the EPP’s strongest 

member considering the support it 

has at home. Kovács said there had 

been no talk about Fidesz’s potential 

expulsion from the political family 

at the EPP’s congress in Helsinki last 

week. “The exact opposite was the 

case,” the government spokesman said, 

noting that at the event, Hungarian 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán backed 

Germany’s Manfred Weber as the EPP’s 
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nominee for European Commission 

president. At the congress, Fidesz 

argued for “common sense” solutions 

and expressed its readiness to share 

its experiences, Kovács said. He said 

the EPP’s liberal wing which has been 

critical of Fidesz and is “partly urging 

the ruling party’s expulsion” would fail 

because of its “unrealistic views”.

On the topic of the potential 

outcome of the Article 7 procedure 

launched against Hungary, Kovács 

said it was a “political, not a legal 

procedure”. “The whole thing is 

a question of political taste and 

therefore a witch hunt.” As regards 

the calls to reduce European Union 

funding for Hungary, Kovács said: 

“This is nonsense.” He said the funds 

Hungary receives from the EU were 

not “handouts” but money meant to 

ensure the cohesion of the European 

markets, which he said benefitted 

all member states. “Every euro that 

western Europe gives to central 

Europe in the form of cohesion funds 

is worthwhile.”

Asked about the issue surrounding 

the Central European University 

(CEU), Kovács said the Hungarian 

government’s dispute with the 

institution was “purely legal in 

nature”. “We can’t have someone 

getting two degrees for the same 

achievements and we want a clean 

system,” he said. Kovács criticised 

Austria’s recent changes to its family 

benefits system which reduces 

subsidies for foreigners working in the 

country. “This is a breach of contract,” 

the government spokesman said. 

“If one puts in equal performance, 

they must receive equal service.” He 

voiced hope that the issue could be 

resolved based on EU law. He praised 

Austria’s ongoing EU presidency, 

saying that Vienna was “acting based 

on common sense” instead of trying to 

force member states to demonstrate 

“some hypothetical and ideological 

solidarity”.

LIBERALS: EUROPEAN 
INTEGRATION AT STAKE  
IN EP ELECTIONS

At stake in next year’s European 

parliamentary elections is whether 

Europe can be protected from those 

looking to disintegrate the bloc, liberal 

politician Anett Bősz told a press 

conference. Bősz noted that her Liberal 

Party over the weekend attended 

the congress of the EP’s liberal ALDE 

group in Madrid, where delegates 

approved the political family’s EP 

election manifesto. The document’s 

main emphasis is on freedom, security, 

innovation and solidarity, she said. 

The liberal lawmaker said at stake in 

the election would be whether the 

political forces looking to dismantle 

European integration would be 

allowed to achieve their goals or 

whether the Europe that has created 

a community of peace and security 

would endure. Next spring, European 

liberals will be hoping to become the 

number two political power in the EP, 

as they are in the European Council, 

she said. In response to a question, 

Bősz said her party would decide in 

the coming weeks whether or not it 

will contest the election alone.

DEPUTY HOUSE SPEAKER 
MARKS SOCIAL WORK DAY

Sándor Lezsák, Hungary’s deputy 

house speaker, paid a tribute of 

recognition to people employed 

in social services and to the “tens of 

thousands” of volunteers working for 

church and civil organisations to help 

their community. In his address at a 

ceremony in Parliament, marking the 

Day of Social Work, Lezsák thanked 

all those working in the sector 

for their efforts. Attila Fülöp, state 

secretary at the human resources 

ministry, praised the sector’s 100,000 

employees as people working 

with “faith, courage, openness 

and generosity”. The Hungarian 

parliament declared November 12 

the Day of Social Work in 2016.

ÁDER TO VISIT LITHUANIA

President János Áder will pay a two-

day official visit to Lithuania, his office 

said. Áder will travel to Vilnius on 

Tuesday for talks with counterpart Dalia 

Grybauskaitė. He is also scheduled 

to meet Lithuanian Prime Minister 

Saulius Skvernelis and Parliamentary 

Speaker Viktoras Pranckietis. During 

his visit, Áder will lay a wreath at the 

memorial of Lithuanian freedom 

fighters in Antakalnis Cemetery. He will 

also visit the House of the Signatories 

where he will inspect Lithuania’s Act 

of Independence.
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CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 
OUTPUT UP 25.8%  
IN SEPTEMBER

Output of Hungary’s construction 

sector climbed 25.8% year-on-year 

in September, data released by the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show. 

Output of the buildings segment was 

up by 22.2%, lifted by construction of 

factories, stores and homes, KSH said. 

Civil engineering output increased by 

30.5%, supported by road, railway and 

utilities projects, it added. In a month-

on-month comparison, construction 

output dropped by 0.2%, adjusted for 

seasonal and workday effects. For the 

period January-September, output was 

up by an annual 22.8%.

In absolute terms, output stood 

at 375.3 billion forints (EUR 1.17bn) in 

September and at 2,235.8 billion forints 

in January-September. Order stock in 

the sector was up by 42.5% at the end 

of September from twelve months 

earlier. Stock fell by 4.7% in the buildings 

segment but rose by 58.4% in the civil 

engineering segment. New order volume 

was down by 34.0% as new orders for 

buildings dropped by 9.3% and civil 

engineering orders fell by 46.1%.

László Koji, the head of industry 

association ÉVOSZ, said they are 

forecasting construction sector 

output to grow by 20-22%, a higher 

rate than their earlier prediction of 

18%. András Horváth of Takarékbank 

projected construction sector output 

growth at around 22% for this year and 

somewhat above 15% in 2019.

PATRONS’ COUNCIL  
FOR 2019 MACCABI 
EUROPE GAMES FOUNDED

The Patrons’ Council of the 15th 

Maccabi Europe Games to be 

hosted by Budapest next year held 

its founding session on Monday to 

discuss preparations for the largest 

multi-sport event Hungary’s capital 

has ever seen, Tamás Deutsch, head 

of the council, said. The Games will be 

held from July 29 to August 7, with over 

2,500 Jewish athletes from 30 countries 

competing in 29 branches of sport. For 

the first time in their history, two para 

sports -- fencing and tennis -- will also 

feature on the programme, he told a 

press conference. Athletes from non-

European countries such as the United 

States, Canada, Mexico, Brazil, the 

Republic of South Africa, Australia and 

Israel will also be invited to the Games, 

Deutsch said. Most team events will 

be held on the Ludovika campus of 

the National Public Service University.

The Hungarian government 

announced in October 2015 that 

it would support the organisation 

of the event with 2.1 billion 

forints (EUR 6.7m), Deutsch said. 

Given that more countries and 

athletes will participate in the 

Games than previously expected, 

the government will decide on 

additional funding in late November, 

he said. The Maccabi Europe Games 

will be opened by the chief patron, 

President János Áder, on July 30.


