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“Young people often plan a family ... and then face financial difficulties,” Orbán said, adding that he wanted to build a Hungary 

in which young people are not forced to change their plans due to money worries. Compared with other European Union 

members, Hungary has the highest family support in relation to GDP, the prime minister said, noting government efforts 

to reverse negative population trends.  “Hungary’s population is steadily decreasing,” Orbán said, adding that measures 

must be geared towards ensuring an adequate replacement rate. Enhanced family support will promote child birth and 

lower the average age, Orbán said. 

Concerning the government’s latest public consultation survey, Orbán said that the economy was strong enough to allow 

for more assistance to families. The government is looking to voters for “guidelines” for its next measures, Orbán said, and 

encouraged residents to “spend half an hour” and fill in the questionnaires. 

The government’s enhanced support for families will “benefit the whole nation, including 
young people” in the long run, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán told public Kossuth Rádió.

orbÁN: famiLY PoLiCY beNefits NatioN
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PM Viktor Orbán shakes hands with Chinese central bank governor Yi Gang 
at the Budapest meeting of China-CEEC central bank governors
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orbÁN: uN miGratioN 
PaCt ‘baD’

In his interview, Orbán referred 

to the United Nations’ migration 

pact, calling for it to be ditched 

because “governments should side 

with the people and protect them 

from illegal migration, terrorism, 

crime, and economic difficulties”. 

He insisted that the plan would “go 

against the will of the vast majority of 

Europeans”. “This is a bad pact,” Orbán 

said, arguing the plan was aimed at 

driving international support for 

“principles that are in conflict with 

the interests of Hungarian people” 

such as acknowledging migration 

as a human right. “We won’t 

accommodate migrants and cannot 

accept a document which presents 

it as a noble and globally shared 

purpose,” Orbán said. 

Referring to his recent trip to China, 

he said Hungary’s political stability 

within the region was especially 

prized. He said that experts in China 

converged on the view that central 

Europe will be the engine of growth 

in Europe in the next 5 to 10 years. 

Budapest, he added, is the centre 

of cooperation between 16 central 

and eastern European countries, 

the Balkans and China. Orbán said 

Hungarian quality manufacture in 

China is competitive and his visit had 

resulted in a deal to resume exports 

of Hungarian poultry halted due to 

bird flu. Further, hundreds of millions 

of dollars of Hungarian business 

opportunities have opened up, too, 

he added.

Asked about the Central European 

University (CEU), Orbán said “hysteria” 

had been generated around the 

“Soros university” for as long as the 

CEU had been present in the country. 

“However much hysteria is whipped 

up around any one university, I’m not 

inclined to allow anyone to operate 

outside of the law.” At the same time, 

the prime minister said the prospect 

of the CEU leaving Hungary was “a 

bluff” since Hungarian law provided 

for the possibility of the universities 

operations and “the legal requirements 

for their operation in Hungary are 

guaranteed.” “I’d place a large bet 

that we’ll still see them in Budapest,” 

he added.

On the subject of the European 

People’s Party’s congress in Helsinki, 

Orbán said “it had not been difficult” 

to decide whom to support of the two 

candidates. He called Alexander Stubb 

an “extremely liberal, pro-migration 

politician” while he said Manfred 

Weber was a Christian Democrat. 

fiDesZ CommaNDs 
suPPort of 3 miLLioN

Fully 38% of Hungarian voters, or 

around 3 million people, support the 

ruling Fidesz-led alliance, according to 

a fresh poll by the Nézőpont Institute. 

Based on decided voters, Fidesz 

would capture an absolute majority 

of votes, the survey conducted by 

personal interviews of 2,000 people 

between October 10 and 29 found. 

The conservative opposition Jobbik 

party had the backing of 10% of the 

entire sample, or around 800,000 

sympathisers, unchanged from the 

previous month, Nézőpont said in 

the report published on Friday. The 

new party formed by a Jobbik splinter 

group, Mi Hazánk, polled 1%.

The Socialist Party together with 

Párbeszéd was steady with 5%, while 

DK had the support of 4% of the whole 

sample. Green party LMP only notched 

up 2%, similar to the Momentum 

Movement and the satirical Two-Tailed 

Dog Party. 

Among decided voters, Jobbik 

was 1 percentage point lower than 

the previous month, at 17%, while 

the Socialist-Párbeszéd joint list had 

10% and DK was on 8%. Momentum, 

Two-Tailed Dog, LMP, Mi Hazánk 

would not pass the 5% threshold for 

parliamentary representation either 

in the Hungarian or EU legislatures. 

Nézőpont reckons that the Fidesz-led 

alliance with the Christian Democrats 

would send 13 of their number to the 

European Parliament, while Jobbik 

would have 4 of theirs in the EP. 

Socialist-Párbeszéd would have two 

MEPs, as would DK if the election were 

held currently.

orbÁN aDvoCates 
streNGtHeNiNG CHiNa-
Cee ties

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, at 

a Friday meeting of central bank 

governors in Budapest, advocated 

boosting ties between China 
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and countries in the central and 

eastern European region. Noting 

the emergence of “a new world 

order” with “several power centres”, 

Orbán argued that China was in pole 

position while the CEE region would 

become the “engine” driving Europe’s 

economy in the next 5-10 years. Orbán 

said China should not be handled 

with any ideological prejudices. 

“It should be accepted that we are 

different and manage our countries 

differently,” he said, adding that the 

point was “not to pass judgement but 

promote mutual interests”.

sZiJJÁrtÓ: GooD 
HuNGarY-romaNia 
reLatioNs serve 
iNterests of 
HuNGariaNs

Good Hungary-Romania relations 

clearly serve the interests of 

Hungarians and ethnic Hungarians 

in Romania, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said on Friday after meeting 

counterpart Teodor Melescanu in 

Bucharest.” Both Hungary and Romania 

have done much towards achieving 

this purpose in recent times,” the 

minister said. Progress has been made 

in such sensitive areas as the relaunch 

of a Catholic secondary school in 

Târgu Mureș (Marosvásárhely), the 

amendment of the education law and 

regulations on text books, Szijjártó told 

MTI. These achievements contribute to 

a strategy of rebuilding trust between 

the two countries that will help resolve 

difficult issues, he added.

Concerning additional areas 

discussed with his counterpart, 

Szijjártó said it was important for 

the two countries to develop closer 

energy cooperation in the upcoming 

period. Infrastructure developments 

in Hungary and Romania will make it 

physically possible to transport 1.75 

billion cubic metres of natural gas in 

Hungary’s direction annually from next 

year and 4.4 billion cubic metres from 

2022, he said. “We hope that American 

and Austrian-Romanian gas industry 

companies will make decisions 

regarding the exploration of Black Sea 

gas resources as soon as possible, so 

we can sign the necessary contracts. 

We are making every effort to buy gas 

from Romania in the long term and 

the physical infrastructure for this will 

be in place from next year,” he added.

He said he and Melescanu had 

agreed to keep the border crossings at 

Dombegyháza and Elek permanently 

open in order to improve the lives of 

local communities. Currently, they are 

opened once a week. Additionally, 

by the end of 2020, Hungary’s M4 

and Romania’s A3 motorways will be 

connected and Oradea (Nagyvárad) 

will be accessible from Budapest by 

motorway, he said. Preparations for a 

high-speed railway linking Budapest 

and Bucharest via Cluj-Napoca 

(Kolozsvár) are progressing well, with 

Hungary having allocated 1 billion 

forints (EUR 3m) for a feasibility study, 

Szijjártó said.

On the topic of ethnic minorities in 

Ukraine, the minister said: “We view the 

situation ... similarly. Ukraine violates 

the rights, laid down by international 

law, of ethnic minorities, taking away 

numerous rights affecting language 

use and education from both the 

Romanian and the Hungarian 

communities. We are following 

different strategies here but agree that 

international law has been breached 

and this must be stopped as soon as 

possible,” he said.

Szijjártó expressed thanks to 

Melescanu in connection with a 

vote by his MEPs in the liberal ALDE 

grouping against the Sargentini 

report. “I assured the foreign minister 

that Hungary, too, will not support 

biased political attacks against 

Romania launched based on the 

opinions of NGOs,” Szijjártó said. In 

response to a question concerning 

the subject of the 100th anniversary 

of the assembly of Alba Iulia 

(Gyulafehervar), where representatives 

of the Romanian population of 

Transylvania proclaimed the union 

of Transylvania with the Kingdom 

of Romania, he said that, similarly 

to other occasions in the past when 

this issue came up, he pointed out 

the importance of mutual respect at 

the talks with Melescanu. “It must be 

accepted that certain dates in history 

have a different meaning to different 

nations and countries. The same 

historical date can bring joy to one 

side and pain to the other. We must 

respect this and must not force the 

other to feel differently. I asked him 

that we should respect each other’s 

feelings and should not try to force 

any position on each other,” he said. 
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During his visit in Bucharest, 

Szijjártó also met house speaker Liviu 

Dragnea, who is also head of the Social 

Democratic Party, the largest party in 

Romania’s parliament. In the afternoon, 

he is scheduled to meet RMDSZ leader 

Hunor Kelemen, ethnic Hungarian 

entrepreneurs in Transylvania and 

church leaders.

GuLYÁs: HuNGarY to 
PartiCiPate iN Debate 
oN artiCLe 7 ProCeDure

Although the Hungarian government 

sees the EP’s approval of the Sargentini 

report as illegitimate, it will participate 

in a General Affairs Council debate 

on launching an Article 7 procedure 

against the country, the head of the 

Prime Minister’s Office told a press 

conference. At the meeting scheduled 

for Monday, the government will aim 

to fully brief all member states on the 

issue, Gergely Gulyás said. 

Members of the European 

Parliament approved the Sargentini 

report that finds the rule of law 

in Hungary wanting in a vote in 

September. The report authored by 

Green MEP Judith Sargentini says there 

is a “clear risk” of a serious breach by 

Hungary of the values of the European 

Union and calls for the Article 7 

procedure, which ultimately suspends 

a member state’s voting rights, to be 

opened.

Gulyás said the procedure against 

Hungary was political in nature, but 

was being painted as one protecting 

the rule of law. The government sees 

the charge that the rule of law is 

endangered in Hungary systemically 

as absurd, he said. Presenting political 

accusations as the rule of law is 

extremely dangerous for the whole 

of the EU, Gulyás said, especially if the 

EP oversteps its own authority when 

criticising member states’ decisions. 

Parts of the Sargentini report fall 

under that category, while other parts 

are simply false or contain charges on 

matters that have long been settled, 

he said. The report may also serve as a 

bad precedent, sending the message 

that there is no point in striving for 

constructive talks, compromise and 

agreements with the EU, Gulyas said. 

Hungary has always been ready to 

seek a compromise with the EC and 

complied with the decisions of the 

Court of Justice of the European 

Union, amending its law according 

to the latter’s rulings in cases such as 

the media law or the judiciary. This 

put an end to those infringement 

procedures, he said. If the charges in 

these cases are revisited after 5-7 years, 

that seems to say that there is no point 

in striving for honest cooperation with 

EU institutions, he said.

Gulyás said the government 

had appealed the EP vote on the 

Sargentini report at the European 

Court of Justice because the two-

third majority support was achieved 

by neglecting abstentions and this 

went against the Lisbon Treaty. 

Regardless of the fact that the 

Hungarian government believes the 

result of the vote was not valid, it will 

still participate in the debate at the 

General Affairs Council and will try 

to give comprehensive information 

to all member states, he added. At 

the meeting of the General Affairs 

Council, the European Commission 

will present a report on earlier 

infringement procedures against 

Hungary and the government will 

present a hundred-page report on 

Hungary’s position to every country. 

After this, the General Affairs Council 

meeting on December 11 will hold 

a hearing where the Hungarian 

government will be represented, 

he said. The member states will get 

a chance to ask questions based on 

the accusations in the Sargentini 

report, information provided by the 

EC and the Hungarian government’s 

defence. There will be unlimited time 

available at this meeting to answer 

the questions, Gulyás added. “Our 

negotiating position is the open and 

tolerant position of an ally because 

we believe this is correct even against 

such harsh expressions of intolerance 

as those expressed against Hungary 

in the European Parliament,” he said. 

After that, the extent to which the 

Article 7 procedure becomes part 

of the Hungarian and European 

election campaign will not depend 

on the Hungarian government, he 

added. Regardless, the Hungarian 

government would like to answer all 

the questions as soon as possible, he 

said. In response to a question, Gulyas 

said he did not expect the four-fifths 

majority support required to take the 

Article 7 procedure against Hungary 

to the next level would be granted.
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buDGet sHortfaLL 123% 
/ fY tarGet at eND-oCt

Hungary’s cash flow-based general 

government, excluding local councils, 

ran a 1,678 billion forint deficit at the 

end of October, the Finance Ministry 

said in a preliminary release on Friday. 

This is 123% of the full-year target. 

Alone in October, the budget ran a 

181.6 billion forint deficit.

The ministry noted that staff at 

budget-funded institutions had 

received their October paychecks 

early, on the last day of the month, 

rather than early in November, 

because of a long weekend for the 

All Saints’ Day holiday. Those payroll 

transfers exceeded 100 billion forints, 

it said. Some 30 billion forints of 

family subsidies were also transferred 

early, and pre-financing of European 

Union-funded projects continued 

during the month, it added. EU 

transfers came to 131 billion forints 

in October, bringing the total for the 

year so far to 472 billion, a level which 

“could rise significantly by year-end”, 

the ministry said.

Tax revenue continued to grow, 

lifted by a crackdown on the shadow 

economy and the healthy pace of 

economic growth, the ministry said. 

Revenue from VAT was up 440.2 billion 

forints and revenue from excise tax 

climbed by 74 billion over the same 

period from a year earlier. Revenue 

from personal income tax was 209 

billion higher and payroll tax revenue 

increased by 224.4 billion. The ministry 

confirmed the full-year deficit target of 

2.4% of GDP, paired with GDP growth 

of over 4%.

traDe surPLus 
NarroWs to eur  
268m iN sePt

Hungary’s trade surplus came to 268 

million euros in September, narrowing 

by 699 million from the same month 

a year earlier, a first reading of data 

released by the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) shows. Imports climbed by 6.3% 

to 8.397 billion euros during the period. 

Exports fell by 2.3% to 8.665 billion. 

Trade with other European Union 

member states accounted for about 

82% of exports and 75% of imports. 

For the period January-September, 

the trade surplus came to 4.881 billion 

euros, dropping by 1.418 billion from 

the same period a year earlier. Imports 

were up 6.7% at 73.569 billion euros 

and exports increased by 4.2% to 

78.451 billion.

Guest NiGHts  
uP 3.1% iN sePt

The number of guest nights spent 

in commercial accommodations in 

Hungary rose by an annual 3.1% to 

2,631,000 in September, data released 

by the Central Statistical Office (KSH) 

show. Guest nights spent by Hungarian 

tourists rose by 7.9% to 1,176,000. 

Guest nights spent by foreign visitors 

edged down 0.5% to 1,455,000, 

though from a high base, KSH noted. 

The total revenue from commercial 

accommodations increased by 11% 

to 49 billion forints (EUR 152.4m).


