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Addressing a European People’s Party (EPP) congress in Helsinki, Orbán said the EPP should not heed its adversaries and give 

into accepting the yardstick of the left and liberal media. “If we try to live by their expectations, we are doomed to fail.” The 

EPP should appreciate its successes, he said. “Those who do not value their victors deserve failure.” As the European elections 

are won in the member states, “the EPP as a victors’ party needs victorious prime ministers.” The key to success is to take 

the side of the people, Orbán said. “Let’s protect them from illegal migration, terrorism, crime and economic hardship … 

Let us once again put the old slogan on the banner: a government of the people, by the people, for the people,” he added.

Orbán said that ruling Fidesz backed Manfred Weber, EPP’s incumbent parliamentary leader, as lead candidate for EC 

president. “We respect you as a man who knows when it is time for controversy and when for unity,” he said.

To return to the path to victory, the EPP should restore its unity, rediscover its roots 
and proclaim the “renaissance of Christian democracy”, Prime Minister Viktor Orbán has 
said.

ORBÁN: EPP MUST RESTORE UNITY
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ORBÁN: EUROPE CANNOT 
EXIST WITHOUT NATIONS

Without its nations, Europe would 

lose its spiritual and cultural identity, 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán said, 

addressing a European People’s Party 

(EPP) congress in Helsinki. “Europe 

will either be a Europe of nations 

or it will cease to exist,” Orbán told 

the congress ahead of a vote on 

the lead candidate for the post of 

European Commission president. 

“The accession of central European 

nations has made Europe more 

peaceful, stronger and richer”, he said. 

The continent’s strength has always 

been based on strong nations, he 

said.

Orbán accused the liberals, 

socialists and greens of wanting 

a rootless Europe devoid of its 

spiritual and psychological identity. 

“Our vision is a Europe with 27 faces, 

one that is Christian and democratic 

simultaneously.”

Orbán called the EPP “a party of 

victors” which preferred keeping 

its feet on the ground rather than 

championing “world-redeeming 

ideologies”. Over the past few years, 

the EPP has given the leadership of 

Europe, so it has to take responsibility 

for “failure to keep Britain in the union 

and the migrants outside it.” While 

in 2011, sixteen member states were 

governed by EPP parties, now that 

number is down to six, he said. “No 

wonder our confidence has been 

shaken.”

Orbán noted that Friday will be the 

anniversary of the fall of the Berlin 

Wall. “We, the states thrown into the 

claws of the Soviet Union … knew that 

we can only regain our freedom in a 

united Europe,” he said. The Fidesz 

party was born in the fight for that 

reunification, in 1988, and invited 

to the European People’s Party by 

German Chancellor Helmut Kohl, 

“who understood that members of a 

family are always united, even if they 

disagree,” Orbán said.

KOVÁCS: ‘WE ARE THE EPP’

“We are the European People’s Party 

because we continue to represent 

the heritage of one-time German 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl,” government 

spokesman Zoltán Kovács said in an 

interview published in the Thursday 

issue of daily Magyar Hírlap. Kovács 

said that similarly to the EPP’s founders 

“we believe that the values of European 

Christian culture must be preserved 

and the aim is to have nation states 

cooperating with each other in the 

European Union.”

“It is certain that power relations will 

change in the European Parliament 

after the EP elections next May.” 

Despite some differences in opinion, 

he said Hungary’s ruling parties 

support Manfred Weber for the post 

of lead candidate for heading the 

European Commission. It is possible to 

engage in “sensible and meaningful 

debates” with Weber, unlike with 

Alexander Stubb, who belongs to the 

EPP’s liberal wing, he added.

In response to a question concerning 

a possible future compromise by the 

Hungarian government regarding 

the Sargentini report, which Weber 

supported in an EP vote, he said such 

a move “would go against common 

sense”, insisting that Hungary “is 

right about its aims”, and adding that 

“order needs to be part and parcel of 

a democracy, too”.

Kovács declined to speculate on 

whether Fidesz would still be an EPP 

member this time next year. He said 

Fidesz pursued a Christian democratic 

and conservative ideology and the 

Fidesz-KDNP alliance was among 

the political parties in the EPP which 

got the most support in their home 

country in the past two EP elections.

PAPER: NO CEU POST-
GRAD COURSES AT BARD 
COLLEGE

The Central European University (CEU) 

offers no post-graduate courses at 

Bard College (BC) in the United States, 

daily Magyar Idők said, citing an audio 

recording that features the head of the 

college’s education department.

Hungary tightened rules governing 

the operations of foreign universities in 

the country last year, requiring foreign 

colleges and universities in Hungary to 

operate on the basis of an interstate 

agreement and to run a campus in the 

country in which they are based. The 

CEU, which is based in Budapest but 

accredited by the State of New York, 

complained that it was targeted by the 

amended legislation because it has no 
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campus in the United States. In the 

autumn, the CEU said it had signed a 

memorandum of understanding with 

BC to provide educational activities in 

New York.

Magyar Idők said that in the audio 

recording Director of Graduate 

Admissions at BC Janet Stetson told 

a student making an inquiry about 

CEU training courses at BC that CEU 

offered no master degree courses at 

BC or any other form of training in the 

US. Under what Stetson qualified as 

very loose cooperation, BA students 

at Bard College spend half a year or a 

full one at the CEU as partial transfer 

students, and can only complete their 

studies and get their BA degree after 

returning to the US. All BC courses 

linked to the CEU are offered only at 

the CEU and not in the US, the paper 

said citing the audio recording with 

Stetson. What CEU offers at BC are not 

post-graduate courses, it added.

Magyar Idők called this important 

because whereas post-graduate 

courses did offer a second degree, 

partial transfer students were not 

eligible for a recognised certificate.

CEU deputy rector Zsolt Enyedi 

told the paper that the Advanced 

Certificate Program offered by the CEU 

represented a form of post-graduate 

training and only students holding a 

CEU or BC degree who are still enrolled 

in one of the two universities were 

eligible for the programme.

Magyar Idők commented that the 

two conditions were difficult to meet 

simultaneously because a student 

would only be eligible to apply for a 

CEU course in the US if he or she is 

already enrolled in a post-grad course. 

Enyedi also told the paper that it was 

not Stetson but Vice President for 

Academic Affairs Jonathan Becker 

who was in charge of the programme.

He added that the CEU launched 

another programme in New York 

from September, by converting an 

international affairs MA programme 

previously only available in Budapest 

to a Budapest-New York programme. 

This is not a joint programme with 

BC because the CEU provides all the 

necessary conditions for it, he said.

Magyar Idők said that based on the 

above information, CEU falsely claimed 

that it had launched educational 

activities in the US and it still did 

not meet the requirements of the 

Hungarian law.

The paper cited government 

spokesman Zoltán Kovács as saying 

that information revealed about the 

agreement between the CEU and 

Bard College shows that the CEU 

had failed to fulfil the criteria that all 

other international higher education 

institutions operating in Hungary met, 

namely that they offer educational 

activities in their home country and 

have a campus there. 

The CEU responded by refuting what 

it said was a series of “inaccuracies” 

published by Magyar Idők. The 

university said in a statement that 

the academic programme it had 

launched with Bard College fulfilled 

the Hungarian higher education 

legislation requirement to conduct 

educational activity in its home 

country. “The US authority regulating 

educational activity, the New York State 

Education Department, has repeatedly 

confirmed its registration and approval 

of this program in the state in direct 

correspondence to the Hungarian 

authorities, and CEU has released this 

information publicly on more than one 

occasion,” the CEU said.

It quoted CEU President and 

Rector Michael Ignatieff as saying 

that “this is a malicious attempt not 

only to discredit CEU but to discredit 

the American regulators who have 

repeatedly confirmed that we conduct 

educational activities in the US”. “This 

campaign of disinformation needs to 

stop. CEU complied over a year ago. 

It is the Hungarian government that 

is making a solution impossible,” the 

rector said.

KÖVÉR: ECUADOR STABLE 
REGIONAL PARTNER

Hungary sees Ecuador as a stable 

regional partner, László Kövér, the 

speaker of the Hungarian parliament, 

said in his address to the ceremonial 

session of the Ecuadorian parliament, 

held in honour of the Hungarian 

delegation visiting the country. 

Reopening the Hungarian embassy 

in Quito in 2015 after a 16-year 

intermission gave a boost to political, 

economic, scientific and educational 

cooperation, Kövér’s press office said. 

The House speaker noted that Hungary 

had raised the government grants 

offered to Ecuadorian students to 75 

in 2017. He added that a flow of tourists, 
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businesspeople, artists, scientists 

and students between the two 

countries is beneficial to bilateral ties. 

The Hungarian foreign minister has 

therefore sent a letter to the European 

commissioner in charge, calling for 

Ecuador to obtain visa exemption in 

the Schengen area in the near future, 

Kövér said. 

Hungarian companies have a keen 

interest in Ecuador, he said, citing 

pharma company Richter and tech 

firm Graphisoft as examples. “My visit 

is to demonstrate that the Hungarian 

national assembly sees good relations 

with Latin America as a must,” Kövér 

said.

The house speaker had talks with 

his counterpart Elizabeth Enriqueta 

Cabezas Guerrero, Foreign Minister 

José Valencia and Vice President María 

Alejandra Vicuña. Kövér is heading a 

parliamentary delegation to Colombia, 

Ecuador and Peru.

DK CALLS ON GOVT 
TO CUT LABOUR COSTS TO 
COMPENSATE 
FOR STINGIER IN-KIND 
BENEFITS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) has called on the government to 

cut labour costs so employees can be 

compensated for being deprived of 

certain in-kind benefits and taxed on 

others.  Referring to in-kind benefits 

known in Hungary as “Cafeteria”, leftist 

DK lawmaker László Varju told a press 

conference that it was “outrageous 

and cynical” that tickets to sporting 

events were tax-free when given as 

employee benefits while the housing 

allowance, for instance, was not. Trade 

unions staged a demonstration in front 

of the central bank in Budapest on 

Tuesday demanding the restoration 

of preferential cafeteria tax rates. The 

unions organising the event said that 

changes to the cafeteria system and 

the cancellation of tax allowances 

on certain elements have brought 

about a decline in the net income of 

employees.

EC RAISES HUNGARY GDP 
GROWTH PROJECTIONS

The European Commission raised 

its projections for Hungary’s GDP 

this year and next to 4.3% and 3.4%, 

respectively, in a biannual forecast. The 

EC raised the projection for 2018 from 

4.0% and the one for 2019 from 3.2% 

in a forecast published in the spring.

From this year, the EC reverted 

to publishing two comprehensive 

forecasts, in the spring and the 

autumn, and two interim forecasts, 

in the winter and summer. The official 

government forecasts for GDP growth 

are 4.3% for 2018 and 3.8% for 2019. 

Hungary’s GDP growth in H1 2018 

reached 4.7%, the latest data from the 

Central Statistical Office (KSH) show.

The EC forecasts Hungary’s GDP 

growth will slow to 2.6% in 2020.

The EC said economic growth in 

2018 is “broad-based”, while noting 

the support of pro-cyclical fiscal and 

monetary policy. It attributed the 

expected slowdown in growth in the 

following two years to a slowdown 

in investment growth resulting 

from capacity constraints in the 

construction sector, evidenced already 

by higher building costs.

The EC projects gross fixed capital 

formation will slow from 12.5% in 

2018 to 9.4% in 2019 and just 1.0% in 

2020, noting the impact on residential 

investment of the reversion of 

the preferential VAT rate on home 

construction to the main 27% rate from 

the start of 2020.

Hungary’s government announced 

on Wednesday, a few weeks after the 

cut-off date for policy assumptions 

in the EC’s Autumn Forecast, that it 

would propose a grandfather provision 

allowing the continued application of 

the preferential 5% VAT rate on home 

construction to projects for which 

builders already have a permit or a 

registration.

Household consumption growth 

is seen falling from 5.2% in 2018 

to 3.3% in 2019 and 3.2% in 2020 as 

employment growth slows and the 

impact of minimum wage increases 

fades, the EC said.

The EC said risks to its forecast are 

“balanced” as the tight labour market 

could sustain real wage growth, 

leading to faster consumption growth, 

while downside risks are presented 

by the evolution of international 

trade because of Hungary’s strong 

integration with global value chains.

The EC sees Hungary’s budget deficit 

as a percentage of GDP narrowing from 

2.4% in 2018 to 1.9% in 2019 and 1.8% 

in 2020. Capacity restraints could slow 
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the execution of public investments 

planned in 2018-2019, leading to cost 

inflation and leaving the overall impact 

on the deficit uncertain, the EC said.

INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT 
DROPS 0.6% 
IN SEPTEMBER

Hungary’s industrial output edged 

down by an annual 0.6% in September 

due to more workdays in the base 

period, the Central Statistical Office 

said in a first reading of data. Adjusted 

for the number of workdays, output 

increased by 2.2%. For the period 

January-September, output rose by 

an annual 3.1%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, output declined by a 

seasonally and workday adjusted 2.1%.

HUNGARY CPI RISES 
TO 3.8% IN OCTOBER

Consumer prices in Hungary rose by an 

annual 3.8% in October, accelerating 

from a 3.6% increase in the previous 

month, the Central Statistical Office 

(KSH) said. KSH attributed the increase 

to higher vehicle fuel and tobacco 

prices.

Prices in the category of goods 

which include vehicle fuel rose by 7.8%, 

lifted by a 16.2% jump in fuel prices, 

while tobacco and spirits prices were 

up 5.1%, raised by a 7.3% increase in 

tobacco prices. Food prices increased 

by 4.6%, household energy prices rose 

by 1.3%, consumer durable prices 

edged up by 0.2% and service prices 

climbed 1.9%.

Seasonally-adjusted core inflation, 

which excludes volatile fuel and food 

prices, was 2.6%. In a month-on-month 

comparison, CPI was 0.5%. For the 

period January-October, consumer 

prices were up by an annual 2.8%. 

EVOSOFT HUF 5.2 BN 
INVESTMENT TO CREATE 
125 JOBS

Evosoft Hungary is investing 

5.2 billion forints (EUR 16m) 

in two projects creating 125 

new jobs for highly qualified IT 

professionals, Péter Szijjártó, the 

minister of foreign affairs and 

trade, said at a press conference. 

The government has taken a 

number of measures to boost 

the country’s competitiveness 

and promote digital investments, 

such as introducing Europe’s 

lowest corporate tax and one of 

its lowest income taxes, he said. 

Evosoft, owned by Siemens, 

is Hungary’s leading software 

development company. One of 

the two R, D and I development 

projects, worth 4.5 billion 

forints, will be in located in 

Budapest and Miskolc, creating 

75 new jobs. The other will be 

implemented in Miskolc and 

Szeged, creating 50 new jobs. 

Evosoft is getting 1.4 billion 

forints of non-refundable 

support from the Hungarian 

state for the two investments, 

the minister noted.
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