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Addressing the opening of the Hungarian pavilion at the Chinese International Import Expo (CIIE), the prime minister said 

that Hungary and China can be proud of the partnership they have built despite the distance between them.

Building on this partnership, Hungarian businesses can find their future in China, which he said was also indicated during 

his talks with Chinese President Xi Jinping on Monday.

Orbán called Shanghai “the most Hungarian city in China”, making reference to the several landmark buildings designed 

by Hungarian-born architect László Hudec, who worked in the city as chief architect between 1918 and 1945.

Orbán was heading a delegation that included the foreign affairs and trade minister, the IT minister and the farm minister.

The prime minister also held talks with the president of the Bank of China.

Orbán praised cooperation with the bank, the presence of which in Budapest he said was reassuring for Chinese businesses 

planning investments in Hungary. Chen Siqing informed Orbán about plans to expand the bank’s operations in Hungary.

Hungarian businesses have good prospects in China, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor 
Orbán said.

ORBÁN: HUNGARIAN FIRMS HAVE FUTURE IN CHINA
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Excavation of a Roman aqueduct near Dozmat, western Hungary
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KÓSA CALLS FOR ACTION 
AGAINST PREPAID DEBIT 
CARDS TO MIGRANTS

Lajos Kósa, head of parliament’s 

defence and law enforcement 

committee, called for the most 

resolute action against prepaid debit 

cards issued to migrants. Kósa, of ruling 

Fidesz, cited recent reports about tens 

of thousands of prepaid debit cards 

made available to migrants by the 

European Commission and the United 

Nations Refugee Agency UNHCR. All 

sources report that several thousands 

of euros are paid to the cards monthly. 

US billionaire George Soros is also said 

to have been involved in funding the 

scheme, he said.

As the scheme finances terrorism 

and organised people smuggling, the 

EC, the UNHCR and Soros have proven 

that they are completely unfit for their 

tasks, and threaten the security of the 

EU and the rule of law, he said.

KOVÁCS: EUROPEAN 
LIBERALS ATTACK 
HUNGARY FOR 
IMMIGRATION POLICY

Leader of the Alliance of Liberals and 

Democrats for Europe in the European 

Parliament Guy Verhofstadt and “his 

liberal pals are beating up Hungary for 

our immigration policy,” government 

spokesman Zoltán Kovács said.

Kovács reacted in a Twitter message 

to a mobile billboard campaign set to 

circulate around Brussels showing 

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 

and one side of the billboard stating in 

English: “first he took our money, now 

he wants to destroy Europe.” Kovács 

said in his tweet that Verhofstadt’s 

“cabal would turn HU and EUR into 

lands of immigrants”. The Hungarian 

government will stand by its policy 

because “Hungarians have made 

their voice clear many times: they 

don’t want to live in an immigrant 

country”, Kovács said. He said on his 

Facebook page that Verhofstadt’s 

latest “performance” shows that the 

Belgian politician and his liberal friends 

want “to make Europe a continent of 

immigrants and Hungary a country of 

immigrants”.

VARGA SEES 
INTERNATIONAL INTEREST 
IN HUNGARY’S METHODS 
TO WHITEN ECONOMY

There is increasing international 

interest in Hungarian methods to 

whiten the economy, including the 

Electronic Public Road Trade Control 

System (EKÁER) and the use of online 

cash registers linked to the tax office, 

the finance minister said at a meeting 

of European Union counterparts.

On the sidelines of the Eurogroup 

meeting in Brussels, Mihály Varga held 

bilateral talks with his counterparts 

from Romania and the Czech Republic, 

the finance ministry said.

Romania’s Eugen Teodorovici asked 

about the experiences Hungary gained 

from the use of the EKÁER and online 

cash registers. International interest is 

understandable considering that the 

two measures Hungary introduced 

to whiten the economy resulted in 

budget revenues of over 420 billion 

forints (EUR 1.3bn) in the past two 

years, he said.

Poland’s SENT system was 

developed on the basis of Hungary’s 

EKÁER and Slovakia is planning to 

introduce new regulations for public 

road trade control next year. Czech 

Finance Minister Alena Schillerová 

discussed with Varga the move of 

the International Investment Bank 

headquarters to Budapest.

Varga said Hungary continues 

to support the openness and 

effectiveness of the banking union, 

and maintaining equal treatment of 

member states inside and outside 

the union. Hungary supports efforts to 

reduce risks but refuses to take a stand 

in the dispute about scheduling in the 

banking union. Hungary maintains 

the view that the regulation of state 

securities should not be part of risk 

control and an international agreement 

should be made first, the statement 

said.

GOVT SIGNS MEMORANDUM 
OF UNDERSTANDING  
WITH HUAWEI

Chinese telecommunications 

company Huawei has signed a 

memorandum of understanding 

on working to achieve broadband 

penetration goals set by Hungary’s 

government and building up 5G 

infrastructure. The MoU was signed 
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by Innovation and Technology 

Minister László Palkovics and Huawei 

Technologies regional chairman 

James Li in Shanghai, the IT ministry 

said. Huawei will continue to work to 

support the government’s goal of 

bringing 100mbps-speed internet 

to 90% of Hungarian households by 

2025, Palkovics said. As a founding 

member of Hungary’s 5G Coalition, the 

company will also add to the country’s 

5G infrastructure, he added.

FIVE HUNGARIAN COMPANIES 
SIGN AGREEMENTS  
IN SHANGHAI

Five Hungarian companies signed 

agreements on doing business in 

China in the framework of the opening 

ceremony of the Chinese International 

Import Expo (CIIE). Dairy company 

Kőröstej signed a contract on deliveries 

to China, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó said. A contract was signed 

on the construction of a solar park in 

Hungary, and another on Hungarian 

company Organica’s participation in 

the construction of a water treatment 

plant in China. Contracts were also 

signed on promoting Hungarian 

wines in China and on the export of 

faucet cartridges, he said. IT Minister 

László Palkovics said the Hungarian 

pavilion would showcase innovations 

that could be of interest to Chinese 

partners, such as the test track for self-

driving vehicles under construction in 

Zalaegerszeg, in western Hungary and 

the ELI-ALPS laser research centre in 

Szeged, south-western Hungary.

DK WANTS DISTRIBUTION 
OF FAKE NEWS BY GOVT 
TO BECOME CRIMINAL ACT

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) will propose amending the 

Penal Code in order to declare what 

it called “the distribution of fake 

news by government agencies from 

public monies” a punishable act.

Citing research launched in 

2016 by the University of Oxford, 

parliamentary spokesman Zsolt 

Gréczy said that “ever since 2010 

the Hungarian government has 

been intentionally spreading lies and 

fake news to discredit opposition 

politicians and make Hungarians 

believe that the country needs to be 

protected and can only be protected 

by ruling Fidesz.” The details of the 

proposal will be finalised in the near 

future, he said.

The university’s research 

project, covered by a news portal 

on Tuesday, focuses on how 

governments and politicians are 

manipulating public opinion 

around the world by through the 

public media. In response to a 

question, Gréczy said DK plans to 

run independently in next year’s 

European Parliamentary elections. 

He said that before the municipal 

elections, also scheduled for 

next year, the opposition parties 

should agree on a joint candidate 

in Budapest who could defeat 

Mayor István Tarlós and seek ways 

of cooperation in all localities.

UNIONS DEMAND 
RESTORATION OF 
TAX ALLOWANCES ON 
CAFETERIA EMPLOYEE 
BENEFITS

Three trade unions staged 

a demonstration in front of 

the central bank in Budapest 

demanding the restoration of 

preferential tax rates on cafeteria 

employee benefits.

Head of the electricity union 

József Szilágyi said their demands 

are meant to support families, 

promote mobility and handle 

shortage of labour. The unions 

organising the event said they 

were in agreement that changes 

to the cafeteria system and the 

cancellation of tax allowances on 

certain elements of the system 

have brought about a decline in 

the workers’ net income, he added.

The central bank has confirmed 

in its opinion about next year’s 

budget that more than 2 million 

workers may lose some of their 

net income due to tax law changes 

whereas the central budget will not 

gain significantly more revenues.

The demonstrators tried to 

present a petition to central bank 

governor György Matolcsy asking 

him to “use his own means to help 

the trade union federations’ efforts 

concerning employee benefits” but 

no one was available to take it over. 

Finally, the document was posted 

on the wall of the building.
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GOVT PARTIES PROPOSE 
DECLARING 2019 RÁKÓCZI 
MEMORIAL YEAR

Deputy Prime Minister Zsolt Semjén 

and Szilárd Németh, a lawmaker of 

ruling Fidesz, proposed to parliament 

that 2019 be declared a memorial year 

of Hungarian Prince Francis II Rákóczi. 

Rákóczi (1676-1735), a ruling prince of 

Transylvania, led an uprising against 

the Habsburg Empire between 1703 

and 1711. At the peak of their power, 

the rebels controlled most of the 

Hungarian kingdom. Although the 

rebellion was ultimately stifled and 

Rákóczi forced into exile, their fight put 

an end to imperial attempts to fully 

assimilate Hungary into the empire. 

The memorial year will mark the 315th 

anniversary of Rákóczi’s installation as 

the ruling prince of Transylvania. Under 

the proposal, the prince and his fight 

of freedom will be commemorated 

with a series of events, celebrations 

and publications.

BILL ON ADMIN COURTS 
SUBMITTED TO PARLIAMENT

The bill on public administration courts 

has been submitted to parliament, 

Justice Minister László Trócsányi 

said. Public administration courts are 

planned to operate as a new structure 

within the judicial system to deal with 

legal disputes in public administration 

and would have a key role in appointing 

judges. Trócsányi said earlier this year 

that the government plans to set up 

eight regional public administration 

courts, supervised by a new Supreme 

Administrative Court. The system 

should be operational by 2020.

Trócsányi said he will ask the Council 

of Europe’s Venice Commission to 

review the planned law’s compliance 

with international standards. The move 

is prompted by heightened local and 

international interest in the proposal, 

he said, and by “attacks from certain 

opposition parties ... which aren’t 

familiar with the contents of the 

proposal at all”, he said.

PUBLIC NOTARIES: MOST 
HUNGARIANS MAKE NO WILL

One out of ten Hungarians do not 

have a will, and those people who 

wish to write one are not familiar with 

the rules, the chamber of Hungarian 

public notaries said, citing results of a 

recent, online survey.

The chamber warned of a number 

of misbeliefs and said for example that 

two-thirds of the respondents thought 

that a spoken pledge could replace a 

written will. According to the chamber, 

more and more people approach an 

expert when they want to make a will, 

but still there are “too many wills worded 

at home and hidden in drawers, many 

of them containing errors”. The chamber 

also warned that depositing a will with 

a public notary does not guarantee in 

itself that the document is valid.

The survey was made on a sample 

of 500 adults.

BUDAPEST FRIDA KAHLO 
EXHIBITION DRAWS OVER 
220,000 VISITORS

Attracting more than 220,000 visitors, 

an exhibition of Mexican painter Frida 

Kahlo in the Hungarian National Gallery 

has been Hungary’s most successful 

show of the past three years, the 

gallery said. The exhibition shown 

between July 7 and November 4 

featured more than thirty paintings 

and other works by Kahlo, who was 

“probably the most iconic female artist 

of the 20th century,” it said. Kahlo’s 

hallmark self-portraits, her very first 

canvas painted in 1927, as well as 

paintings and portraits inspired by 

the events in her life were lent by the 

Museo Dolores Olmedo in Mexico 

City. The exhibition was complete 

with sound and pictorial installations 

based on Kahlo’s diaries written in the 

last ten years of her life.


