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Meeting on the sidelines of the Chinese International Import Expo (CIIE), the two politicians praised the deepening 

cooperation between the two countries in several fields over the past years with the Hungarian prime minister highlighting 

an unprecedented boost in bilateral relations over the past decade, Orbán’s  press chief Bertalan Havasi told MTI. Xi noted 

that Hungary had been among the first countries to establish diplomatic relations with China, the 70th anniversary of 

which would be celebrated next year. Hungary will duly commemorate the anniversary with preparations already under 

way, the Hungarian prime minister said. The Chinese president commended Hungary for its stability and progress made 

over the past years. He invited the prime minister to attend a high-level forum Beijing will host as part of China’s Belt and 

Road initiative next year. Among ongoing bilateral investment projects they agreed to further promote the upgrade of 

the Budapest-Belgrade railway line.

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán and Chinese President Xi Jinping discussed 
their countries’ relations in Shanghai.

ORBÁN, CHINESE PRESIDENT DISCUSS TIES

Orbán at talks in Shanghai

Portfolio Energy Investment Forum 
2018 in Budapest

Unions demonstrate for re-
introduction of cafeteria employee 
benefits system

M
TI

/B
al

áz
s M

oh
ai

A codex from the 15th century library of Hungary’s King Matthias exhibited 
in Széchényi Library
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ORBÁN: CHINA 
APPRECIATES  
ROBUST CEE gROWTH

China appreciates that economic 

growth in central and eastern Europe 

is twice the European average, the 

Hungarian prime minister said in his 

address at the Chinese International 

Import Expo (CIIE) organised for the 

first time in Shanghai.

At the opening ceremony, attended 

by Chinese President Xi Jinping and 

other top Chinese officials, Viktor 

Orbán said that Hungary’s inclusion 

in the “list of giants invited to the 

expo” is also thanks to the central 

European region. Hungary represents 

a region that has become the engine 

of Europe’s growth. Those countries’ 

convergent economic and social 

policies made sure that they could 

preserve their national, political 

and cultural identities in the face of 

substantial pressure posed by illegal 

migration, he said.

China has set up the 16+1 group, 

comprising 16 central and eastern 

European countries and China, to 

strengthen ties with the region. 

Hungary is dedicated to boosting 

those relations, Orbán said, noting 

that the leaders of the group’s national 

banks will meet in Budapest in the 

near future. Hungary also has a vested 

interest in the success of China’s Belt 

and Road initiative, he said.

Chinese companies in Hungary 

contribute greatly to the fact that 

the country has “practically reached 

full employment and its growth is 

expected to remain over 4% of GDP 

in the long term,” he said. A growing 

number of Hungarian food and 

pharmaceutical products are present 

on the Chinese market. After an all-

time high in exports to China in 2017, 

trade between the two countries has 

grown by a further 18% so far in 2018, 

Orbán said.

The CIIE runs between November 

5 and 10, with some 2,800 companies 

from over 130 countries and regions 

attending. Hungary is one of the 

guests of honour alongside Brazil, 

Canada, Egypt, Germany, Indonesia, 

Mexico, Pakistan, Russia, the Republic 

of South Africa, Vietnam and the 

United Kingdom. Organisers expect 

to draw more than 80,000 companies 

as buyers and some 300,000 visitors. 

Members of the Hungarian delegation 

are Péter Szijjártó, the foreign affairs 

and trade minister, Innovation and 

Technology Minister László Palkovics 

and István Nagy, the farm minister.

HUNgARY DELEgATION 
HOLDS TALKS WITH 
HUAWEI CHAIRMAN

A Hungarian delegation led by Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán held talks with 

Guo Ping, rotating chairman of Huawei, 

in Shanghai, on the sidelines of the 

Chinese International Import Expo 

(CIIE), Orbán’s press chief Bertalan 

Havasi said.

Guo said at the meeting that Huawei 

has invested 1.2 billion dollars in 

Hungary since 2005. The group has 

also opened its Europe Operations and 

Maintenance Centre for digital cloud 

services, which currently employs 

30 engineers, Guo said. This number 

may grow, depending on the growth 

of Huawei’s businesses in Europe. 

The group’s Hungarian subsidiary has 

contributed 40 billion forints (EUR 

123m) in taxes to Hungary’s central 

budget over the past five years, he 

said. The sides also discussed social 

and economic issues and digital 

transformation.

CHINA EASTERN  
TO LAUNCH DIRECT 
SHANgHAI-BUDAPEST 
FLIgHT

China Eastern Airlines, the world’s 

seventh largest airline company, 

will launch a direct flight between 

Shanghai and Budapest next summer, 

Péter Szijjártó, the foreign affairs and 

trade minister, told public media 

after talks in Shanghai. China Eastern 

is expected to operate the flight four 

times a week, Szijjártó said.

China has become the world’s top 

tourist-sending country, the minister 

said, adding that the number of 

Chinese tourists visiting Europe is 

expected to rise by 70% over the next 

five years. He added that Chinese 

tourists tend to be the biggest 

spenders. There is fierce competition 

among countries today to attract 

Chinese tourists, Szijjártó said. Direct 

air links are a priority when it comes to 

tourism developments, he said, adding 

that as of right now, the only direct air 
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link between Hungary and China is the 

Budapest-Beijing flight.

He said that in the first eight months 

of this year, the number of Chinese 

tourists visiting Hungary was up by 

14% and their number is projected 

to exceed 250,000 for the whole year. 

Szijjártó pointed out that the Czech 

Republic expects to receive more 

than 500,000 Chinese tourists this year, 

noting that Prague has direct air links 

with three Chinese cities.

The new direct flight between 

Budapest and Shanghai will give a 

significant boost to Chinese tourist 

numbers in Hungary. It will also allow 

the two countries to increase bilateral 

trade turnover, he said.

SZIJJÁRTÓ PLEDgES TO 
STRENgTHEN TIES WITH 
SINgAPORE

Hungarian Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó held talks with Chan Chung 

Sing, the Singaporean minister of 

trade and industry, to discuss boosting 

economic ties and expanding 

Hungarian meat exports to Singapore. 

The EU and Singapore signed a free 

trade agreement in Brussels two 

weeks ago, Szijjártó told public media 

after the talks, expressing hope that 

the EP would move fast to ratify the 

agreement. “This can open new 

possibilities for Hungarian companies,” 

he said. Hungary’s exports well exceed 

80% of the country’s GDP. “The fewer 

obstacles in world trade, the better for 

us,” he said. Singapore is an important 

target of Hungarian meat exporters. 

An additional five meat production 

companies have now obtained an 

export licence to Singapore, raising 

the number of such companies to 23, 

Szijjártó said.

gOvT LAUNCHES NATL 
CONSULTATION ON FAMILY 
POLICY MEASURES

The government has launched 

a national consultation to gauge 

Hungarians’ views on family policy. 

Questionnaires will be sent by post 

in the coming days, and an online 

version will be made available soon, 

said Katalin Novák, the state secretary 

for family and youth affairs. In the 

questionnaire, the government notes 

measures it has taken since coming 

to power in 2010 to introduce tax 

preferences and raise subsidies for 

families with children.

“Now we have the opportunity 

to support Hungarian families with 

further measures. Let’s decide on the 

future together!”, the government says, 

inviting recipients to fill in the form. 

The government says it believes that 

increased support for families raising 

children and incentives for having 

children are necessary to manage the 

“significant problem” of population 

decrease in Hungary as well as in all 

of Europe, contrasting its aims with 

those of “bureaucrats in Brussels” 

who want to introduce a permanent 

mechanism for immigration to deal 

with the issue. It asks Hungarians if 

they agree that “depopulation must 

be remedied not with immigration, but 

with stronger support of families”. It 

also asks whether “new family support 

programmes should continue to be 

conditional on working” and whether 

families who “commit to having 

more children should be given more 

support”. The questionnaire asks 

whether Hungarians “agree that the 

government should support mothers 

raising children in their endeavour 

to work” and if they would support 

recognising that mothers raising four 

or more children have a “full-time job” 

at home. The last question on the 

questionnaire is whether Hungarians 

agree that approving changes to 

legislation on support for families 

should require a two-thirds majority 

in parliament.

Hungary’s government has held 

a number of national consultations 

over the years seeking feedback from 

citizens on important policy issues.

KARÁCSONY: SOCIALISTS, 
PÁRBESZÉD TO PREPARE 
JOINTLY FOR EP ELECTION

The opposition Socialists and 

Párbeszéd plan to prepare jointly for 

next year’s European Parliamentary 

elections and their campaign will 

focus on demanding Hungary’s 

accession to the European public 

prosecutor’s office, Párbeszéd co-

leader Gergely Karácsony said in 

Eger, in northern Hungary. The other 

key topic for the EP election is how 

to use EU funds for narrowing social 

gaps and strengthening the economy 

rather than financing those in power 
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“who took Hungary far from western 

European democracies over the past 

eight years”, Karácsony said.

Karácsony accused Hungary’s 

judiciary of “complicity” and failure 

to effectively fight against political 

corruption. The government admits 

its intentions by sparing no effort to 

prevent the country from joining the 

European public prosecutor’s office, 

he said, adding that this is why the 

Socialists-Párbeszéd alliance supports 

independent MP Ákos Hadházy’s 

initiative to collect signatures in 

support of Hungary’s accession to 

EPPO.

EU resources in many cases fail 

to take Hungary closer to Europe. 

Some of the investment projects 

give cause for pleasure but the way 

development funding is spent is 

“extremely centralised” and much of 

it “funds a corrupt regime which robs 

Hungary of the chance for a European 

life,” Karácsony said. 

The EU should become the Europe 

of the peoples instead of the Europe of 

power elites, and the Socialists-Párbeszéd 

alliance will promote this vision in the EP 

so that Hungary should become a true 

western democracy, he said.

LMP URgES gOvT TO 
TACKLE CLIMATE CHANgE

Green opposition LMP is calling on the 

government to confront the negative 

effects of climate change and take swift 

action to reduce harmful emissions. 

Erzsébet Schmuck, the head of 

parliament’s sustainable development 

committee, said Hungary’s recently-

adopted climate change strategy 

was “already past its expiration date”, 

arguing that it was based on obsolete 

data and contained no specific goals, 

deadlines, causes or sources.

She noted that the strategy was 

compiled in 2014, when Hungary’s 

CO2 emissions were still decreasing. 

But since 2015, they have been rising 

at an annual rate of 6%, Schmuck said. 

She named record high temperatures, 

low water levels, forest fires and the 

emergence of new pathogens as 

examples of the harmful effects of 

climate change.

Schmuck accused the government 

of looking for ways to duck the issue. 

Schmuck said all of Hungary’s water 

investment projects went against 

the country’s water management 

strategy. She said the government was 

neglecting water storage and that it 

had “sabotaged” the use of European 

Union funds that were meant to 

improve Hungary’s energy efficient 

solutions.

FIvE PARTIES JOIN JOBBIK 
INITIATIvE FOR DAY OF 
HUNgARIAN-SZEKLER 
COHESION

Five parties including ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrats have expressed 

their willingness to join conservative 

opposition Jobbik’s initiative for a day 

of Hungarian-Szekler cohesion, Jobbik 

lawmaker István Szávay said.

Szávay proposed three weeks ago, 

on the 170th anniversary of the Szekler 

national assembly of Agyagfalva, that 

11 centuries of Hungarian-Szekler co-

existence should be commemorated 

by making the date a memorial day 

and called on all party group leaders to 

back the initiative. The only party that 

has not responded is the Democratic 

Coalition (DK), which has never 

expressed much sensitivity towards 

ethnic Hungarians abroad, he said.

Jobbik does not support the idea 

of declaring Szeklers a nationality 

in Hungary because “a step like this 

would only provide ammunition for 

Romanians to divide ethnic Hungarians.”  

“Szeklers are part and parcel of the 

Hungarian nation,” Szávay said.

DK WANTS EX-BEREHOvE 
CONSUL TO TESTIFY ON 
THREATS TO SAFETY 
OF TRANSCARPATHIA 
HUNgARIANS

The opposition Democratic Coalition 

(DK) said it will initiate a hearing 

by parliament’s defence and law 

enforcement committee for the consul 

who was expelled from Berehove 

(Beregszász) to give a briefing on the 

number of Transcarpathian Hungarians 

whose safety may be at risk.

Ukraine expelled the Hungarian 

consul last month after hidden camera 

footage showing him conducting a 

Hungarian naturalisation ceremony 

for Ukrainian citizens at the consulate 

appeared online. Hungary retaliated by 

expelling a Ukrainian consul.

Ágnes Vadai, the (DK) deputy head 

of the defence and law enforcement 
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committee, said that Ukrainian website 

Myrotvorets recently published a list 

containing the names of Hungarian-

Ukrainian dual citizens whom it considers 

traitors and wants to see deported. Vadai 

blamed the situation on the Hungarian 

government and accused it of having 

used the Transcarpathian Hungarian 

community for their votes in the April 

general election.

“Their votes were needed in the 

election, but then [the government] 

tossed them over to the Russians and 

the Ukrainian far right,” Vadai said. 

Originally, only the Hungarian state 

had access to the personal details 

of dual Hungarian citizens, she said, 

adding, however, that the operators 

of Myrotvorets claim to have stolen the 

list of dual citizens from the Russian 

secret services.

DK maintains that people who 

have never lived in Hungary should 

not be allowed to vote in Hungarian 

elections, Vadai said, adding, at the 

same time, that her party believed 

it had to stand up for all Hungarians. 

Asked what DK would do about the 

safety of Transcarpathian Hungarians 

in a situation like this if it were in 

power, Vadai said such a situation 

would not even have been allowed to 

arise. She said Hungary and Ukraine 

should engage in regular dialogue 

in the interests of Transcarpathian 

Hungarians. “This affair cannot be 

resolved by shaking our fists,” she said.

PARLT SPEAKER  
TO PAY OFFICIAL  
vISIT TO COLOMBIA, 
ECUADOR, PERU

Parliamentary Speaker László Kövér has 

travelled to South America to pay an 

official visit to Colombia, Ecuador and 

Peru. In Colombia, Kövér will hold talks 

with Enrique Macías Tovar, the president 

of the Senate, and Alejandro Carlos 

Chacón, the president of the House 

of Representatives. The house speaker 

will also meet Foreign Minister Carlos 

Holmes Trujillo. In Ecuador Kövér will 

meet his counterpart Elizabeth Cabezas 

as well as Foreign Minister José Valencia. 

His schedule includes addressing the 

plenary session of Ecuador’s parliament 

convened in honour of the Hungarian 

delegation’s visit. Kövér will conclude 

his visit in Peru where his schedule 

includes meeting Daniel Salaverry, the 

president of the Congress, members of 

its foreign affairs committee and the 

Hungary-Peru friendship chapter. He 

will also hold talks with Foreign Minister 

Néstor Popolizio.

HUNgARY AUgUST TRADE 
SURPLUS REvISED DOWN 
TO EUR 31M

Hungary’s August trade surplus was 

revised downwards to 31 million euros 

in a second reading of data released by 

the Central Statistical Office (KSH). In 

the first reading, published on October 

9, KSH had put the August surplus at 

51 million euros.

HUNgARY PMI RISES TO 
57.3 IN OCTOBER

Hungary’s seasonally-adjusted 

Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) 

rose to 57.3 points in October from 

a revised 54.1 points in September, 

the Hungarian Association of 

Logistics, Purchasing and Inventory 

Management (Halpim), which 

compiles the index, said. In its 

original data release on October 

1, Halpim said the PMI was at 53.8 

points in September but it revised 

its number upwards in the Monday 

release.

An index value above 50 shows 

expansion in the manufacturing 

sector, while a value under 50 signals 

contraction.


