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Péter Szijjártó, who is member of the delegation accompanying the prime minister on a visit to Shanghai, said Hungary had 

realised in time the importance of the new global economic processes as well as the fact that major Far Eastern companies 

representing the latest technological advances and gaining increasing ground in Europe and North America were the 

“flagships of the modern industrial revolution”.

There is a constant struggle for Chinese market opportunities, the minister said, with every country across the world 

competing for market opportunities offered by the fastest-growing economy. This is why the decision was taken to open 

a Hungarian trade centre in Shanghai, China’s economic capital, providing the opportunity to present Hungarian products 

and the adequate infrastructure to Hungarian companies for negotiations, market research and finding partners, Szijjártó 

said. He said further trade centres will be opened in six Chinese cities with a population of more than ten million, providing 

Hungarian businesses access to the Chinese market.

Hungary realised in time that the Chinese market offers great opportunities for high-
quality Hungarian products and services, the foreign affairs and trade minister said 
after opening a Hungarian trade centre in Shanghai.
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HUNGArY mArKS 
ANNIverSArY oF 1956 
SovIeT rePrISAL

Hungary’s flag was raised and then 

lowered to half-mast with military 

honours in front of Parliament on 

Sunday to mark the 62nd anniversary 

of the crushing of the 1956 revolution 

and freedom-fight. The Hungarian 

government in 2013 declared 

November 4 to be a national day of 

mourning. 

Addressing a commemoration event 

at the Rákoskeresztúr Cemetery, where 

victims of the Soviet retaliation after 

the revolution are buried in unmarked 

graves, Justice Minister László Trócsányi 

said November 4 was “a national day of 

mourning but also a day of progress”. 

The heroes and martyrs of 1956 must 

be remembered and thought of with 

gratitude, the minister said in the 

cemetery’s national park of mourning. 

“1956 spoke to the conscience of 

Europe and the world,” Trócsányi said. 

“Nothing has moved the conscience 

of the free world like the Hungarian 

revolution.” “October 23, 1956 was 

borne out of hope, and this is what 

was killed on November 4,” the minister 

said. During this period, Hungarians 

lived in greater fear and hopelessness 

than in 1945, he said. On October 23, 

the “nightmare” came true and many 

Hungarians were forced into hiding 

or had to flee, Trócsányi added. “An 

entire generation disappeared, among 

them many talented people.” Quoting 

Hungary’s constitution, Trócsányi said 

Hungary’s freedom was rooted in 

the 1956 revolution. He added, at the 

same time, that freedom was “not an 

accomplished fact but rather a process”.

The minister later attended the 

unveiling of a memorial plaque 

honouring Jenő Fónay, a 1956 freedom 

fighter and founder of the National 

Alliance of Hungarian Political Prisoners 

(Pofosz). Trócsányi praised Fónay, 

noting that he was sentenced to death 

twice in 1956, but was pardoned just as 

he was about to be executed. He said 

Fónay had gone on to play a “historic 

role” in the period of Hungary’s 

transition to democracy by founding 

Pofosz and helping to organise the 

reburial of martyred Prime Minister 

Imre Nagy in 1989. Fónay was deputy 

commander of a resistance group 

based at Budapest’s Széna Square 

during the revolution. He died in 2017.

Finance Minister Mihály Varga also 

marked the national day of mourning 

at a commemoration event in 

Budapest’s 2nd district, saying that 

Hungary was a free and independent 

country today thanks to the struggles 

of the heroes of 1956. The freedom 

fighters wanted a Hungary that was 

independent of empires, could stand 

up for itself and was free to decide its 

own fate, Varga said. “We must believe 

in the Hungarian nation and look 

towards the tasks of the future with a 

healthy self-confidence,” he said. “This 

is the self-confidence that those who 

believe we shouldn’t make our own 

decisions want to tear down. For us, 

Hungarians and Hungary’s interests 

come first,” Varga said.

GovT HITS bACK AT 
STUbb’S CALL oN ePP 
To CoNSIDer FIDeSZ 
eXPULSIoN

Hungary’s government has hit back 

at Former Finnish prime minister 

Alexander Stubb’s call on the 

European People’s Party to consider 

expelling Fidesz from its ranks, saying 

that its refusal to back “the liberals’ 

immigration policy” was the reason 

behind the political attacks directed 

at Hungary. Stubb, who is competing 

with Germany’s Manfred Weber to 

become the EPP’s lead candidate 

for the European parliamentary 

elections, told RedaktionsNetzwerk 

Deutschland in an interview on 

Saturday that if Hungarian Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán does not 

respect the EPP’s values, he must 

leave the grouping. Stubb said he 

“doesn’t tolerate intolerance” and 

called Orbán’s “restrictions” on the 

right to assembly and academic 

freedom “unacceptable”.

The Government Information 

Centre reacted by reiterating that 

Orbán and Fidesz will support the 

election of Manfred Weber as the 

EPP’s lead candidate. “Next week the 

European People’s Party will make an 

important decision when it selects 

its lead candidate for next year’s 

European Parliamentary elections,” 

the centre said in a statement. 

“Alexander Stubb is the candidate 

of the EPP’s liberal arm and has an 

excellent personal relationship with 
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George Soros,” it added. “Fidesz 

belongs to the EPP’s Christian 

democratic wing, and the reason 

why Hungary is being attacked and 

criticised is because Viktor Orbán 

and Fidesz do not support the 

liberal wing’s immigration policy,” 

the statement said.

orbÁN To ATTeND 
SHANGHAI TrADe eXPo 

Prime Minister Viktor Orbán is 

scheduled to attend a major import 

expo in Shanghai next week, his 

press chief told MTI. On Monday, 

Orbán is scheduled to address a 

plenary session of an international 

business forum taking place at the 

venue of the China International 

Import Expo (CIIE), Bertalan Havasi 

said. He will then inspect the expo’s 

top pavilions together with China’s 

President Xi Jinping and other 

delegation leaders. Orbán and Xi 

are also scheduled to sit down for 

bilateral talks on Monday, Havasi 

added. On Tuesday, the prime 

minister will open Hungary’s pavilion 

at the CIIE, after which he will hold 

talks with Chinese business leaders.

Orbán will be accompanied on 

his trip by Péter Szijjártó, the foreign 

affairs and trade minister, Innovation 

and Technology Minister László 

Palkovics and István Nagy, the farm 

minister. More than 130 countries 

and regions are set to attend the 

CIIE which opens on Nov. 5 and runs 

until Nov. 10. Some 2,800 companies 

will be present at the expo. Hungary 

is one of the guests of honour at 

the event alongside Brazil, Canada, 

Egypt, Germany, Indonesia, Mexico, 

Pakistan, Russia, South Africa, 

Vietnam and the United Kingdom. 

Organisers expect to draw more 

than 80,000 companies as buyers 

and some 300,000 visitors.

JAGUAr To SeT UP NeXT 
DeveLoPmeNT CeNTre  
IN bUDAPeST

British car maker Jaguar will set 

up a new technical development 

centre in Budapest, Foreign Minister 

Péter Szijjártó told public Kossuth 

Radio. The new centre will focus on 

developing and introducing new 

models, Szijjártó said, adding that 

the company will primarily make 

electric cars from 2020 on. The 

facility will open early next year and 

employ 100 Hungarian engineers, 

he said. Jaguar has similar “classical 

workshops of intellect” only in the 

UK, Ireland, the US and China, Szijjártó 

said. He added that Jaguar’s selection 

of Hungary as the home of its new 

development centre was motivated 

by Europe’s lowest corporate tax and 

other tax benefits linked to research 

and development, as well as the 

high level of technical education. 

Concerning Hungary’s auto industry, 

Szijjártó said the value of its 2018 

output is expected to exceed 8,500 

billion forints (EUR 26.4bn), and added 

that in the first 8 months of the year 

the sector accounted for 28.2% of the 

country’s industrial production.

SZIJJÁrTÓ: HUNGArY 
DoeSN’T CoNSIDer UN 
mIGrANT PACT bINDING

The Hungarian government rejects 

the United Nations’ comprehensive 

pact on migration; it has left the 

negotiating table and will not consider 

its implementation binding should it 

be accepted at the December meeting 

of UN heads of states and governments 

in Morocco, Foreign Minister Péter 

Szijjártó has said. In a letter sent to the 

head of the UN General Assembly, the 

secretary general of the UN’s migration 

agency and other top officials, Szijjártó 

said that Hungary does not support 

“population exchange between 

continents” for concerns that “it will 

lead to the emergence of parallel 

societies and an increased threat of 

terrorism”. Next to Hungary, the US 

and Austria have already abandoned 

talks on the package, and the Czech 

Republic is mulling to do the same, the 

minister’s letter noted. 

Migration should be “stopped and 

not organised”, and help should be 

provided at the root of the problem, 

enabling people to live as close to their 

homelands as possible, and return 

home at the earliest possible time, 

the letter said. 

At the UN General Assembly in 

New York in September, Szijjártó said 

Hungary insists that the international 

community respect the sovereignty 

of individual states as well as their 

right to prioritise the security of 

their own peoples. He said the UN 
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pact exclusively supported the 

interests and prosperity of migrants. 

Instead, it should be addressing the 

fundamental rights of those who want 

to live their lives in safety and peace, 

he added.

HUNGArY oFFerS To 
HeLP TUrKeY WITH 
JUDICIAL reForm

Hungary is ready to provide Turkey 

with any assistance it needs in 

reforming the rule of law and its 

judiciary, Justice Minister László 

Trócsányi told MTI after talks with his 

Turkish counterpart Abdulhamit Gul in 

Ankara. Hungary has the experience 

needed to boost public trust in the 

judiciary, Trócsányi said, adding that 

the government is also ready to share 

with Turkey its experience on the 

introduction of new court procedures. 

The Turkish judicial reform is aimed at 

making procedures shorter and more 

effective, digitalisation, as well as 

promoting mediation rather than filing 

suits, Trócsányi said. The Turkish justice 

minister welcomed the Hungarian 

offer and expressed his wish to visit 

Budapest next spring. 

Trócsányi also said that the 

government will submit to 

parliament its draft concerning 

public administration courts on 

Tuesday. He noted that Turkey’s 

public administration courts operate 

separately from ordinary law courts, 

and called them a “value added 

strengthening the rule of law”.

Parties at the talks discussed 

migration and terrorism, and concluded 

that fighting terrorism was a shared 

interest of Europe and Turkey. Trócsányi 

also held talks with Zuhtu Arslan, head 

of the Turkish constitutional court.

TÁLLAI: GovT PrIorITISeS 
FAmILY SUPPorT PoLICY

Hungary’s government does not 

believe in immigration, but rather 

in supporting Hungarian families 

raising children, finance ministry 

state secretary András Tállai said in 

an interview published in Saturday’s 

issue of Magyar Idők, on the occasion 

that the government has expanded 

its CSOK home purchase subsidy 

programme. Even more families 

are set to become eligible for a 

substantial amount of support, Tállai 

said. The head of the Prime Minister’s 

Office announced last week that the 

government had decided to raise the 

home purchase subsidies available 

for families raising two children to 

10 million forints (EUR 31,000) and 

the credit limit for families with three 

children will be raised to 15 million 

forints.

Tállai said “children are a priority for 

this government, we want to provide 

as much help as possible to make life 

easier for families raising children.” 

“Everyone should be aware that it is our 

shared interest to increase the number 

of children,” he added. It is important 

for the whole of Hungarian society 

to stop the population decline as a 

broader group of active population is 

required for the Hungarian economy 

to continue growing over the coming 

years and decades and to ensure that 

the Hungarian society of the future 

– including pensioners – can enjoy 

adequate living standards,” Tállai said.

Since the CSOK home subsidy 

scheme was launched in 2015, 

applications from almost 90,000 

families have been accepted, for 

a combined 257 billion forints of 

funding.


