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The government expressed its support for the Priority Government Investments Centre Nonprofit to submit the bid to the 

Global Association of International Sports Federations (GAISF). GAISF launched the selection process for the first World 

Urban Games in spring. “The World Urban Games will be a downtown, five-day celebration featuring a new-generation 

of sports and a showcase for the skill, style and power of the most successful and inspirational urban athletes, riders and 

break-dancers on the planet.”

The proposed programme would include up to 14 disciplines in Olympic and non-Olympic sports in line with criteria 

approved by the GAISF. Potential eligible disciplines include 3×3 basketball, BMX freestyle cycling, boulder sports, breakdance, 

climbing, freestyle flying disc, inline freestyle, parkour, roller freestyle, skateboard and sprint orienteering. The World Urban 

Games could involve around 700 competitors along with 300 team officials and is designed to be staged on a single, easily 

accessible downtown site. The events will avoid use of public roads.

The government has declared its support for a bid for Budapest to host the inaugural 
edition of the World Urban Games next year and earmarked nearly 3 billion forints 
(EUR 9.2m) for the event, a resolution published in the latest issue of the official 
gazette Magyar Közlöny shows.

GOVt eArMArKS HUF 3 bN FOr WOrLD UrbAN GAMeS
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Hungarian State Opera presents new 

life members
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Tombstones marking All Saints’ Day
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ÁDer AtteNDS NeW YOrK 
PreMIere OF HUNGArIAN 
OPerA

Hungarian President János Áder and 

his wife, Anita Herczegh, attended the 

premiere of Ferenc Erkel’s opera Bánk bán 

in New York’s Lincoln Centre, produced 

by the Hungarian Opera House.

Ahead of the performance, the 

Hungarian mission to the UN held a 

commemoration of the 1956 anti-Soviet 

uprising. Katalin Bogyay, Hungary’s 

ambassador to the UN, said at the 

event that a desire for independence, 

patriotism and the fight against foreign 

powers were common features to 

the uprising, the story of Bánk bán 

which is set in the 13th century, and 

that of building up an Opera house in 

Budapest in the 19th century.

Amina J. Mohammed, Deputy 

Secretary-General of the UN, Alison 

Smale, the UN’s Under-Secretary-

General for Global Communications, 

UN ambassadors and Hungarian 

government officials attended the event.

HOUSe SPeAKer MArKS 
ceNteNArY OF PM tISZA’S 
DeAtH

House Speaker László Kövér laid a 

wreath at the Budapest villa where 

István Tisza, Hungary’s prime minister 

during World War I, was assassinated in 

1918. Tisza served two terms as prime 

minister in the Austro-Hungarian 

Monarchy. In his second term, he tried 

to prevent the country’s entry into the 

first world war but was overruled by 

the monarch, Francis Joseph. At the 

commemoration, Kövér said that 

“calumny and dirt was heaped on 

Tisza” in the past decades, but it is time 

that “he was honoured and realistically 

appreciated”. “We finally have to 

rehabilitate our past and recast the 

past 1,100 years, especially the history 

of the 20th century, so we can clearly 

see today’s challenges,” he said.

JObbIK cALLS FOr 
HUNGArY tO JOIN 
eUrOPeAN PrOSecUtOr’S 
OFFIce

Tibor Bana, the deputy leader of 

conservative opposition Jobbik, said the 

party will call on its members to support 

Hungary’s membership in the European 

Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO).

Bana said the ruling Fidesz-

Christian Democrat alliance on 

Tuesday voted down his party’s 

initiative to hold a parliamentary 

debate on Hungary joining the EPPO. 

He said parliament’s Jobbik-turned-

independent lawmakers had “joined 

the government’s deceitful and 

hypocritical chorus” that says joining 

the office is a sovereignty issue and 

voted against the initiative. Bana 

added that under the current plan, the 

EPPO would only be responsible for 

monitoring the use of European Union 

funds by member states.

János Volner, Jobbik’s former deputy 

leader, made a surprise appearance 

at the press conference, criticising his 

former party for having changed its 

tune on the EPPO since the general 

election campaign. Volner said Jobbik 

had made “no mention” of wanting 

Hungary to join the institution in its 

election programme, and had instead 

been in favour of setting up an anti-

corruption agency.

Volner, who left Jobbik after being 

expelled from its parliamentary group 

earlier this month, also criticised the 

party for having “drastically changed” 

its policy positions over the past 

several months.

Volner insisted that in Tuesday’s vote, 

he and the other MPs who have quit 

Jobbik had represented the party’s 

earlier position on corruption, which 

he said Jobbik had since modified 

“to fit the expectations of its liberal 

allies”. He said there was no need for 

the creation of a new EU body, arguing 

that “we Hungarians need to solve our 

own problems.”

GOVt tO Set UP teAM tO 
cOOrDINAte eeS, etIAS 
MeASUreS

The government will set up an 

inter-ministerial team to coordinate 

Hungary’s contribution to the 

European Entry/Exit System (EES) 

as well as the European Travel 

Information and Authorisation 

System (ETIAS), according to a decree 

published in the official Hungarian 

gazette, Magyar Közlöny. The 

governmental team will be headed by 

the interior minister, while the justice, 

foreign affairs and finance ministers 

will be its members. The head of the 
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national police and leaders of several 

other authorities will also attend 

meetings of the new body, with 

consultation rights.

MAYOr OPeNS NeW 
WeLLNeSS ceNtre At 
cSILLAGHeGY SPA

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós opened 

a new wellness centre comprising 12 

pools within the Csillaghegy open-

air spa which occupies a total area of 

over 7,800 square metres in northern 

Budapest’s 3rd district.

The Csillaghegy baths is one of 

Budapest’s oldest and largest such 

facilities which has now become one 

of the most modern. The new complex 

is part of a development scheme under 

which seasonal spas could remain 

open all year round. The 3.9 billion 

forint (EUR 12m) development at the 

facility now named Csillaghegy Árpád 

Spring Spa has been paid for by the 

Budapest municipal council and its 

company Budapest Spas and Thermal 

Baths, he said.

DISASter MANAGeMeNt 
AUtHOrItY tAKeS OVer 
WASte cOLLectION

The disaster management authority 

took over the coordination of waste 

management in 116 villages in the 

central and northern Hungarian 

counties of Pest and Nógrád, a state 

secretary of the interior ministry said.

Collection of household waste has 

resumed after a two-day pause in the 

villages in question, the non-profit 

contracted for the task, Zöld Híd, said 

in a statement.

State Secretary Tibor Pogácsás 

said the government’s utility cuts 

programme has ended companies’ 

practice to “raise [waste collection] 

fees at their hearts’ content”, requiring 

rationalisation within the companies.

On Tuesday, the government 

regrouped 26.4 billion forints (EUR 

81.3m) to fund waste management, 

the official gazette Magyar Közlöny 

showed.

József Gál, a Budapest councillor of 

opposition LMP, slammed the measure 

as “a one-off injection instead of 

comprehensive measures”. “A viable 

waste management system would 

require 30 to 40 billion forints of 

additional funds,” he said. The utility 

cost cuts are a “scam”, Gál said, and 

argued that people pay for the high 

waste collection costs through a 27% 

VAT and other taxes.

DK SLAMS rAISING VAt ON 
NeW HOMeS

The leftist Democratic Coalition has 

proposed that the government should 

drop plans to reintroduce a 27% VAT 

on new homes in 2020, and suggested 

that the VAT should be kept at the 

current, preferential 5% rate.

Csaba Molnár, the managing 

deputy leader of the party, said the 

government should assist young 

people in purchasing their first 

homes. “The European Union has 

nothing to do with the VAT hike, the 

government’s move is not motivated 

by any external pressure”. Though 

the EU recommends a uniform 

VAT, it allows for preferential rates 

for home construction, renewal or 

reconstruction.

GrANt MONeY cOULD 
cOVer crÈcHe FeeS

Hungary is making almost 10 billion 

forints (EUR 30.8m) in European 

Union funding and state co-financing 

available to cover the crèche fees of 

parents who want to return to work, 

state secretary Balázs Rákossy said. 

Parents can apply to cover fees up 

to 40,000 forints per child a month, 

Rákossy said. Hungary’s government 

aims to raise the number of spots in 

crèches to 60,000 by 2020.

VerZIÓ FILM FeSt tO 
SHOW 59 FILMS FrOM 35 
cOUNtrIeS

The 15th Verzió documentary film 

festival will feature 59 films from 35 

countries between November 6 and 

11 in Budapest, Kecskemét, Szeged 

and Pécs, organisers said. The festival, 

which focuses on works tackling 

human rights issues, will have three 

thematic sections this year, under the 

titles Shapes of Memory, Labour: Our 

Life and Our Earth: Breaking Limits, 

director Oksana Sarkisova said. The 

Hungarian Panorama section will 

feature eight films.

US director Bill Morrison will hold a 

master class during the festival.


