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“We live in peace with our own culture and history which is a great gift in today’s world. This is something we must value 

greatly,” Orbán said. “We believe in ideals that have stood the test of time and hope that there will come a common order 

for which we can all strive; the Fine Arts Museum is an embodiment of that hope,” he added. 

Orbán praised his government’s measures to promote culture and said that Hungary’s museums in 2017 had attracted more 

visitors than the country’s entire population.  “We have the courage and power to continue the millennial tradition,” he said. 

Referring to the Liget Project, a programme aimed at building a museum complex in the City Park behind the Museum of 

Fine Arts, Orbán said that the scheme would “heal [cultural] wounds” and help carry on traditions into the 21st century.

The opening ceremony was also attended by Chief Public Prosecutor Péter Polt, Minister of Human Resources Miklós Kásler, 

Budapest Mayor István Tarlós, and members of the Budapest diplomatic corps.

Addressing the ceremonial reopening of Budapest’s renovated Museum of Fine Arts, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán called for preserving Hungary’s culture, identity and 
sovereignty “amidst a European culture war”.

ORBÁN CALLS FOR PRESERVING CULTURE, IDENTITY
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Ceremonial reopening of Budapest’s renovated Museum of Fine Arts
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GOVERNMENT TO LAUNCH 
SURVEY ON FAMILY 
ASSISTANCE NEXT WEEK 

The government will start posting 

its next “national consultation” 

questionnaires concerning support for 

families next week, daily Magyar Idők 

reported. The survey sheets will be 

sent out to some 8 million households 

over the next month, the paper said. 

State secretary Csaba Dömötör said 

earlier that the survey questions would 

concern support for young couples, 

incentives for having children and 

employment issues for women with 

children, and the answers could serve 

as a basis for the government’s family-

related measures in future.

PALKOVICS: HUNGARY A 
EUROPEAN HUB 
FOR DEVELOPMENT 
OF AUTONOMOUS 
VEHICLE SYSTEMS

Hungary is a European hub for 

the development of autonomous 

vehicle systems, the innovation 

and technology minister said after 

an informal meeting of European 

transportation ministers in Graz. 

Hungary is a leader in the research 

and development of technologies 

that support the future of self-

driving cars, László Palkovics told 

MTI. This was why, he said, the 

government has decided to build a 

“globally unique” test environment 

which includes a self-driving 

vehicle test track in Zalaegerszeg, 

in western Hungary. Hungary is 

also collaborating with Austria and 

Slovenia in the development of self-

driving vehicles, the minister said, 

adding that the countries wanted to 

see how such a car behaves when 

it crosses borders. Palkovics said 

Hungary is also a leader in the use 

of 4G and 5G networks.

SZIJJÁRTÓ REACTS 
TO ROMANIA’S PRAISE  
OR JUNCKER PROPOSAL 

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó has 

reacted to the Romanian foreign 

ministry’s welcoming of a proposal 

by the head of the European 

Commission that Europe should 

jointly celebrate the centenary 

of Romania’s 1918 merger with 

Transylvania, which had been part 

of Hungary before. “Europe will 

be strong and united if we accept 

that certain dates of history bring 

joy for some but painful memories 

for others,” Szijjártó told MTI. “Those 

who regret such developments 

should not be expected to rejoice; 

such expectations are immoral and 

dishonest,” he added. EC president 

Jean-Claude Juncker “should 

have embodied a united Europe”, 

Szijjártó said and insisted that “he 

has never done that, whether it 

was Brexit, the migration crisis, or 

Romania’s national holiday.” He has 

“proven” that he is “unfit” to lead 

the European Commission, Szijjártó 

said.

DK: GOVT HOME SAVINGS 
SUBSIDY SCHEME 
‘DISCRIMINATIVE’

The leftist opposition Democratic 

Coalition (DK) sharply criticised the 

government’s home savings subsidy 

scheme for “discriminating between 

Hungarians in the country and 

Hungarians beyond the borders”. 

Parliament voted earlier this month 

to phase out the subsidy on home 

savings bank deposits in Hungary 

which according to the bill’s sponsors 

had not served the purpose of 

supporting home construction 

effectively.

Speaking at a press conference, DK 

spokesman Sándor Rónai cited a report 

by news portal Átlátszó revealing 

that while scrapping the scheme in 

Hungary the government still provides 

Hungarian families in northern 

Serbia’s Vojvodina 3.3 million forints 

(EUR 10,000) for home purchases 

without requiring them to have any 

bank deposits. “This is outrageous,” 

Rónai said, accusing Viktor Orbán’s 

government of “attaching lower 

value to Hungarians in Hungary than 

in neighbouring countries”. DK has 

no problem whatsoever with the 

policy of supporting Hungarians 

beyond the borders, but it demands 

equal conditions in supporting home 

purchases, he said. “We call on the 

government to pay 3.3 million forints 

in Hungary to each family planning to 

purchase a home under the scheme,” 

Rónai said.
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TOP COURT CLEARS 
CAMERAWOMAN WHO 
KICKED MIGRANTS OF 
DISORDERLY CONDUCT 
CHARGES

The Kúria, Hungary’s supreme court, 

cleared a camerawoman who kicked 

and tripped up migrants who broke 

through a police cordon near the 

Röszke border station in September 

2015 of disorderly conduct charges. 

In a statement, the Kúria noted that 

the camerawoman was covering the 

illegal migration situation near the 

Serbian-Hungarian border and kicked 

two migrants running past police 

officers and attempted to kick a third 

one. The Kúria found that the first and 

second-instance courts that handed 

down verdicts in the case had violated 

the rules of criminal material law when 

they found the defendant guilty and 

sentenced her to probation.

The court ruled that the 

camerawoman’s actions did not 

constitute anti-social behaviour, and 

therefore could not be classified as 

disorderly conduct. At the same time, 

the Kúria declared her actions to be 

unlawful and “morally disapprovable”, 

adding that they constituted 

rowdy behaviour, which counts as a 

misdemeanour. The Kúria, however, 

ruled to close the case, noting that 

the statute of limitations on the 

misdemeanour had expired.

Last year, a Szeged court found the 

camerawoman guilty of disorderly 

conduct and sentenced her to three 

years’ probation in a binding ruling. 

She was at the border filming footage 

for online channel N1TV.

PÁRBESZÉD FILES 
COMPLAINT OVER CASE 
OF FORMER MOSCOW 
ATTACHÉ

Opposition Párbeszéd is filing a criminal 

complaint for complicity and abuse of 

office against an unknown perpetrator 

after the chief prosecutor’s office ended 

an investigation into the case of the 

former agricultural attaché in Moscow 

who had been suspected of helping 

Russian citizens obtain Hungarian visas, 

lawmaker Bence Tordai said. By ending 

the investigation, the prosecutor’s office 

stood up for a “criminal serving Russian 

underworld and secret service interests”, 

Tordai told a press conference.

Kiss was “caught because of his 

involvement in a visa lottery scheme 

offering residency bonds through 

Russian roulette” three and a half years 

ago, Tordai said. He said it was also 

worth noting that Kiss used to own a 

company together with Lőrinc Mészáros, 

a businessman with close links to Prime 

Minister Viktor Orbán. At least 5,800 

Russian citizens, including criminals 

and prostitutes, received Schengen 

visas at the Hungarian embassy in 

Moscow through the visa lottery 

scheme, endangering the security of 

both Hungary and the European Union, 

he said. Tordai said the prosecutor’s 

office headed by Péter Polt had failed 

to raise charges in the case and had 

“sabotaged an investigation”. Among 

others, “some 5,800 invitation letters 

required for the issuance of visas which 

could have been used as evidence in 

the case were destroyed probably in the 

foreign ministry,” he added.

JOBLESS RATE REACHES 
3.8%

Hungary’s rolling average three-month 

jobless rate reached 3.8% in September, 

edging up from 3.7% in the previous 

month, but falling from 4.1% in the same 

period a year earlier, the Central Statistical 

Office (KSH)  said. The rate, which covers 

unemployment among those between 

the ages of 15 and 74, was close to the 

average for the previous twelve months. 

In absolute terms, there were 178,200 

unemployed, 5,100 more than in the 

previous month, but 10,300 fewer than 

in the same period a year earlier.

The unemployment rate in the 15-

24 age group fell 0.6 of a percentage 

point to 10.7% from a year earlier. The 

unemployed in this age group account 

for more than one-fifth of all jobless, KSH 

noted. The unemployment rate in the 

25-54 age bracket edged down 0.1 of a 

percentage point to 3.4%, and the rate 

in the 55-74 age group dropped 0.7 of a 

percentage point to 2.7%. Out-of-work 

Hungarians spent about 15.1 months 

on average looking for employment 

during the period. Altogether 40.4% of 

the unemployed had been seeking work 

for at least one year.

The employment rate was 60.4%, 

slightly up from 60.3% in the previous 

period and 59.7% a year earlier. The 

number of employed included 136,600 
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Hungarians in fostered work programmes 

and 104,600 working abroad. 

Commenting on the report, the finance 

minister said the data confirmed a job 

creation trend triggered by economic 

growth. Mihály Varga highlighted the 

increase in new jobs primarily in the 

industrial sector that took up 43,000 new 

employees out of the total 97,000 people 

who found work on the primary labour 

market in the third quarter.

Takarékbank analyst András Horváth 

said the rise in employment on the 

primary labour market could not 

immediately offset the rapid reduction 

in fostered workers. The half a million 

Hungarians who are inactive, in fostered 

work programmes or working abroad, 

continue to present a labour market 

reserve, although the shortage of trained 

professionals is indeed significant, he 

added. ING Bank chief analyst Péter 

Virovácz noted that the number of 

jobseekers is rising faster than the 

number of employed, which could be a 

factor behind the higher unemployment.

NBH PUTS 2018 BUDGET 
DEFICIT SLIGHTLY UNDER 
TARGET

Hungary’s budget deficit could reach 

2.2-2.3% of GDP this year, a little under 

the 2.4% target in the budget act, the 

National Bank of Hungary (NBH) said in 

a biannual report. The central bank said 

in the Public Finance Report that its 

projection would depend on whether 

reserves in the Country Protection 

Fund are tapped.

Tax revenue is expected to exceed 

the target in the budget act by the 

equivalent of 0.6% of GDP, supported 

by revenue from corporate taxes as 

well as taxes on consumption and on 

labour, according to the report. Pay 

rises pushed forward in the health-

care sector, vouchers awarded to 

pensioners, a subsidy for winter 

utilities bills and higher spending by 

budget-funded institutions could lift 

expenditures over targets, but these 

effects could be countered, in part, 

by lower than expected spending 

on fostered work programmes and 

disability payments, the NBH said.

The NBH said the 1.8%-of-GDP 

deficit targeted in the 2019 budget 

act is achievable, but projected that 

revenue would be under the target 

by the equivalent of 0.2% of GDP as 

wage growth slows, affecting payroll 

tax targets. This could be balanced 

by higher European Union transfers 

and lower co-financing costs for EU-

funded projects, it added. The NBH 

sees Hungary’s public debt as a ratio 

of GDP declining to 72.4% at the end 

of 2018 and approaching 70% at the 

end of 2019.

RENOVATED FINE ARTS 
MUSEUM TO OPEN 
TO PUBLIC 
ON WEDNESDAY

Budapest’s renovated Museum 

of Fine Arts will reopen to the 

public on Wednesday with a 

temporary exhibition focusing 

on the art of Leonardo da Vinci. 

Museum director László Baán told 

MTI that the three-year project 

involved the reconstruction of 

some 15,000 square metres, 40% 

of the museum’s total area. The 

works included the refurbishment 

of the Romanesque Hall, which 

had been damaged in WWII 

and was closed to visitors ever 

since, Baán said. He added that 

the roof of the building was 

replaced, new heating and air 

conditioning systems were 

installed, new exhibition halls, a 

restaurant, wardrobe and storage 

rooms were added to the earlier 

facilities. From Wednesday on, 

visitors will have access to the 

museum’s Egyptian and Greco-

Roman exhibitions, as well as the 

galleries of antique statues and 

pictures, while all permanent 

exhibitions will open mid-next 

year, the director said.


